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the fishing industry is not threatened.
Take, for example, the federal capital
construction act passed a couple of
years ago. Next thing you know, doctors
and lawyers were buying boats! We had
this tremendous development of fishing
boats all along the U.S. coast, without
thought of relationship to the resource.
Somebody in government was just hand­
ing out money to loans-with no plan­
ning.

Where is a creative initiative going to
come from for a healthy fishing indus­
try that is also conservationist?

It will have to come from the federal
government. But the only way it will
work is with strong industry input, and I
mean sitting down for a change and
brainstorming with the industry, the
environmental movement, some user
groups, and fishermen. If they all sat
down and talked they would find that
their differences are not that far spread.
But there is so much antagonism, and
the government is not doing anything,
really, to bring these groups together.
Or when they do, they're put into almost
an adversarial position.

How do you see the industry in global
context?

We control twenty percent of the
world's fishing resources and yet we've
gone from number one or two in the
early '40s to sixth or seventh.

What can the fishing industry do to
turn things around?

The saving grace now are the women,
fishermen's wives and the women who
have entered fishing. They are much
more radical, more active/proactive
than the men were. They're developing
marketing approaches that the industry
should have developed ten years ago. A
number of them are working on a Mon­
terey squid festival, for instance. Five
years ago you could not sell squid in the
state. Now it's a major fishery. It's those
little movements. Each is a step. 0
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available financial resources, whether
governmental or derived from creative
development sol\ltions for particular
areas; the costs of maximizing public ac­
cess and amenities; the leverage poten­
tial of public funds on private invest­
ment; and the multiplier effect on
employment and other economic
sectors.

Reservation of the water's edge for
maritime and public uses will leave op­
portunities for upland development for
the profit of both the public and the
private sectors. Waterfront administra­
tors with extensive areas of vacant, aban­
doned, underused, or deteriorated acre­
age and structures need not feel
constrained to seek top dollar by com­
mercially developing an area better suit­
ed to more generally beneficial public
or maritime activities. A broader out­
look may reveal that "amenity pays,"
that a well thought out program of pub­
lic improvements and focused maritime
investment may provide better leverage
and wider public benefit to the commu­
nity at large, not just the jurisdiction or
agency responsible for the waterfront.

The waterfront edge and immediate
upland area should remain available for
whatever level and type of maritime use
is feasible, consistent with environ­
mental quality standards, and for public
use. This should be a priority of water­
front restoration policy. Concurrent
nonmaritime development could pro­
ceed on the remaining upland areas,
where necessary with shoreline im­
provements and development. Much
waterfront land may eventually be des­
ignated as surplus by port authorities,
no longer needed for maritime pur­
poses. Before this step is taken, howev­
er, the aforementioned analyses and
consensus-building should be accom­
plished. Waterfront restoration deci­
sions, whose impacts will be felt for
decades to come, can then be more
wisely made. 0



Are you on our mailing list?

To receive California Water!rontAge, please send a
note with your name, organization, address, and
affiliation (civic group, government agency,
consultant, development/financial, maritime
industry, other) to:

California WaterfrontAge
Oceanic Society-San Francisco Bay Chapter
Fort Mason Center, Building E
San Francisco, CA 94123

Conservancy information

For information on the programs or projects of the
State Coastal Conservancy, write or call:

State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612
(415) 464-1015
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