























No Mystery Here
Although we know you can’t fool all of the people

all of the time, we were hoping we could at least fool
most of our readers with last issue’s mystery photo.
At last count, however, 23 of our readers had
correctly identified it as a section of the Bay Model,
without water. One of the correct answers came from
coastal planner Mary Boyd-Broemel, from the
faraway state of Maine. Loren E. Young told us he
was one of the people who had collected data over 26-
hour tide cycles around the bay and delta for use in
building the model. Tom Wakeman told us it was his
office, which doesn’t mean his work is a bed of nails,
but rather that he is the model director.

Speaking of which, there was less consensus on

what those pegs are sticking up out of the floor of the
model. “The copper strips permit adjustment of
frictional resistance to accurately reproduce
prototype tides, currents, and salinities,” according
to a sign on the model. They are not electrically
charged, as some readers thought. The 1.5-acre Bay
Model, one of the largest hydraulic models in the
world, reproduces the rise and fall of tide, flow, and
water currents, mixing salt and fresh water, and
indicates trends in sediment movement. It lets people
see what effect their proposed projects would have on
the bay by using the model instead of the bay itself as
a laboratory. (To see what happens without a model,
read the article on Leningrad, p. 51, in this issue.)
The Bay Model is at 2100 Bridgeway, in

Sausalito. A ten-minute video explains how it
evolved out of an idea to dam the bay in two places to
create two freshwater lakes (see Waterfront Age,
Fall 1985, p. 15). Summer visiting hours are
Tuesday through Friday, 9-4, and weekends and
holidays, 10-6. Ranger-guided tours of the model are
available by reservation for groups of ten or more.
For more information, call (415) 332-3870.

JoHN MACIUIKA

Mystery Photo

“Almost heaven, West Vir. . .” Whoa, almost
gave it away! (Not really). Guess the location of
this amazingly graceful photograph, and win
the prize of a lifetime, a free subscription to
Coast & Ocean.
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