














A SHORELINE MYSTERY

N JANUARY OF 1990, HUNDREDS of smooth and powerful creatures invaded a

charming and well known coastal city in California. Their loud bellowing roars and

distinct and unpleasant smell had a strong impact along a popular waterfront. They
claimed territory and caused some property damage. Their untranslatable language
could be heard great distances.

Overwhelmed and intimidated by their landing, officials did not know what to do.
The solution was to surrender the territory occupied by the creatures, some of whom
weighed 700 pounds.

Now these creatures attract crowds of tourists who marvel at their ability to pursue
their accustomed laid-back life style in these urban surroundings. Some visitors have
noted a resemblance between the creatures and themselves, or other people they
know: they are not unlike couch potatoes.

Who are these noisome creatures? Where did all this happen? Write us the answer and
you win a free subscription to California Coast & Ocean. We will reveal all the facts in
the next issue.







