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SHORELINE MYSTERY: THE ANSWER

IN OUR LAST ISSUE, we asked readers to identify the “noisome
creatures” who in January 1990 invaded a charming coastal city,
claimed territory, caused some property damage, and eventually—
despite their strong body odor—became a major tourist attraction.
Quite a few of you wrote us with the correct answer: the sea lions
at Pier 39 in San Francisco! Congratulations to Donna Barrett of
Morro Bay, Greg Meyer of Santa Cruz, Nancy Gorman of San Luis
Obispo, Suzanne Sawyer of Monterey, Kalliann Hulsebus of Irvine,
Don Makie, Jr., of San Diego, Merilyn Georgevich of Seaside,
Casper J. Greif of Sacramento, and the others. Many of you who
live in the San Francisco Bay Area knew, of course, but thanks for
writing, anyway. You all win a subscription to Coast & Ocean.

Those who guessed that the invasion took place in Monterey
were not too far off: seasonally, about 1,000 sea lions sometimes
hang out at the breakwater, and occasionally they make a nuisance
of themselves by settling on floating docks and boats. Marine
mammal ecologist Jim Harvey at Moss Landing Marine Laboratory
says they generally leave if people shoo at them long enough to
keep them from napping. Statewide, the sea lion population is
growing by 6 to 8 percent a year, he said, thanks largely to the
Marine Mammal Protection Act. The sea lions are expanding their
range, moving north and into Puget Sound. State of Washington
officials occasionally deport some to Oregon (by horse trailer).
California has refused to take any back.




CALIFORNIA COASTAL CONSERVANCY BULK RATE
1330 BROADWAY, SUITE 1100 U.S. POSTAGE PAID
' PERMIT NO. 2

OAKLAND, CA.94612 SAN FRANCISCO, CA




