












Wheelchair Guide Now On-line
A Wheelchair Rider's Guide: Los Angeles and Orange County Coasts, is now
available on-line in two electronic formats. You can download the complete
guide as a PDF file, or use the interactive version, which has site descriptions
linked to maps and other features. Both versions are on the Coastal Conser
vancy web site (www.scc.ca.gov). To get a free printed copy of the guide, pub
lished last October by Coastwalk and the Coastal Conservancy, contact the
Conservancy. (See inside front cover for address.)

Work has also begun on an expanded and updated edition of A Wheelchair
Rider's Guide: San Francisco Bay Area and Nearby Shorelines, first published in
1990 and now out of print. The new edition, to be published in 2003, is a pro
ject of the Association of Bay Area Governments and the Conservancy.

A NORTH COAST COMPLAINT
Editor:
Michael Bowen sings the praises of a
25,000-acre acquisition of redwoods in
Del Norte County ("North Coast
Story," Spring 2002). I support the pro
tection of ancient forests, but this land
isn't old-growth, it's second-growth,
and its purchase seems rooted in a
false dichotomy between ecological
integrity and resource extraction.

Bowen describes a stop he made
in Redwood National and State Park,
where a walk in the forest refreshed
his spirit. Forty miles to the south, he
could also have walked among lush
ferns and towering redwoods, in the
hills just east of Humboldt State Uni
versity. But that 1,200-acre forest is
logged regularly, carefully, and selec
tively by the City of Arcata. Certified
by the Forest Stewardship Council, the
City's management benefits the entire
web of life, from salamanders and spot
ted owls to mountain bikers, loggers,
and hikers. Imagine if the 25,000 Del
Norte acres were dedicated to that kind
of forestry, instead of mere parkland.
Deed restrictions could limit future
logging to protect wildlife, salmon,
and recreation.

As Bowen reports, 75 percent of Del
Norte County is in public ownership,
off-limits to logging. The quest for eco
nomic diversity no longer justifies the
purchase of parkland there. Now,
diversity in Del Norte means keeping
second-growth forests in production,
so the region can earn its keep from
timber as well as tourists and prison
inmates.

Our future on the North Coast
requires us to relate to the forest more
gently than corporate loggers, while
engaging the terrain more concretely
than birders. We belong in this ecosys
tem; we're not outside of it. That's why
the acquisition Bowen describes is an
outmoded North Coast story. Unlike
the Sharks and the Jets, logging and
environmental protection don't have to
be implacable foes. I hope that future
projects by Save-the-Redwoods League
and the Coastal Conservancy help
demonstrate that reality.

Seth Zuckerman, Petrolia
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Michael Bowen replies:
Many on the North Coast share your

views. Connie Best and Richard Geinger,
who have made it their lives' work to seek
that delicate balance between resource use
and abuse, expressed them eloquently.
I encourage you to join the Conservancy
funded planning process, where real deci
sions affecting the future disposition of
Mill Creek will be made.

PASADENA YOUTH
Editor:
In your Spring 2002 issue, the article
"East L.A. Comes to Point Reyes" states
that the kids are from East L.A. They
are not. They are all Pasadena youth,
enrolled in a Pasadena Police Depart
ment program, the Youth Accountability
Board. The trip described in the article
was paid for by a grant from the Pasa
dena Police Foundation, a nonprofit vol
unteer organization that sponsors several
community youth programs. As these
kids worked very hard for six months
to graduate from this program, it would
have been nice if the information was
correct. The article is appreciated though,
and I thank you for publishing it, as
Outward Bound Adventures volunteers
work very hard to educate youth and to
teach them to respect their environment.

Sgt. Tracey Ibarra
Pasadena Police Department

Charles Thomas, Director ofOutward
Bound Adventures, replies: \

It's unfortunate that this mistake occurred.
It was an oversight on my part, as I was
provided the story to proofread. I apologize.

NOT THAT PART OF THE PATIO
Editor:
I was pleased to see the article "New
Sand-and New Seawalls on San Diego
County Beaches" in your Winter edi
tion. It contained some misinformation,
however. It states that part of the San
tina property "fell away when a bluff
gave way as a neighbor was trying to
reinforce it." I am that neighbor and had,
with tie-backs and grouting, reinforced
the lower bluff under my property.
There was an obvious fracture on the
property next to me, and the owner
was advised of the potential fall. It was
necessary for me to reinforce the upper
bluff to protect my house. The steel pil
ings you mentioned were not put in
until September and October of 2001, so
of course did not cause the failure men
tioned in your article. The concrete slab
that fell later was not "part of a patio
extension the neighbor was building,"
it was part of the patio which had been
there since 1984. And a workman was
not standing on it when it fell. Several
days, or even weeks later, he fell as he
was working on the upper bluff, off
what was left of my patio. No exten
sion of a patio has been built. The patio
is smaller now than it was when this
work began, and is in accordance with
plans approved by the Coastal Com
mission and the City of Solana Beach.
When your source is not providing scien
tific or expert information, it might be
well to check it out.

I have subscribed to your magazine
since living in this area, and will con
tinue to enjoy it.

Renita Greenberg via e-mail



BLACK ANDWH ITE
IN GLOWING COLOR
W

HEN JUST ABOUT EVERY OTHER magazine has switched to full
color, why is it that we continue to publish Coast & Ocean in
black and white?

Well, to begin with, our budget has not allowed color; our subscrip
tions would have to increase quite a bit in number or cost before we
could afford it. But that is no longer the primary reason. In fact, we prefer
black and white. Driven by necessity, we have worked to get the best
images we can find, and to display and print them as well as possible
and in the process we made a discovery.

Although we love looking at beautifully designed magazines that
glow with color, such as California Wild and Bay Nature, we agree
with photographer Michelle Vignes, 2001 recipient of the Dorothea
Lange Award (given by the Oakland Museum of California): "Black and
white is stronger, it conveys more depth, drama, feeling, and emotion."
Color photography leaves little room for the imagination. Black and
white, in contrast, invites the imagination to create colors. (Think of
radio, which allows you to see with your mind.)

Strong black-and-white landscape and nature photography has
become scarce, partly because so few publications now use it. What's
most often seen is work by earlier artists. Ansel Adams's work seems to
be everywhere-even on computer screensavers-making it seem that
he had a monopoly on black-and-white nature photography in Califor
nia. But great work is still being done, and we are proud to provide a
vehicle for outstanding contemporary photographers who love working
in black and white.

Send us your best black-and-white photos for consideration.

The Editors
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