












AQUACULTURE
Editor:
I am surprised that Wesley Marx ("In
Search of Eco-Friendly Aquaculture,"
Coast & Ocean, Autumn 2002) sug­
gested that tilapia, catfish, and shrimp
farming are environmentally friendly
endeavors and that consumers should
help create markets for the industries
by consuming their products. Through
flooding and other containment
breaches, exotic fish stocked in aqua­
culture ponds inevitably reach the
wild. Introduced fish spread disease
and drive out native fish and shellfish
by devastating food supplies.

Moreover, creating a market for
farmed shrimp will only increase the
destruction of mangrove forests when
exporting countries attempt to cash in
on the culinary demands of affluent
Americans who are not likely to distin­
guish between the different types of
farmed shrimp, such as those raised in
destroyed mangroves and those raised
in ostensibly less destructive land
ponds in the U.s.

Your article also mentioned that "cat­
fish growers in Mississippi and other
southern states have been hit hard by
cheaper imports of frozen basa fillets
from Vietnam," but failed to mention
that Mississippi has been hit hard by
catfish farmers who have introduced
Asian carp, an invasive and destructive
species used by catfish farmers to eat
snails that carry parasites, which can
taint catfish stocks. I imagine that Cali­
fornia farmers also use Asian carp. Even
if they don't, once again, it is unlikely
that consumers can be expected to know
which catfish farms have imported
invasive Asian carp species and which
have not.

Searching for "eco-friendly aquacul­
ture" may merely serve as a distraction
from facing the limits of our Earth's
aquatic resources. In the United States,
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where the average person consumes
twice the recommended level of pro­
tein, citizens could eliminate their con­
sumption of fish and seafood without
significantly affecting their nutrition,
but the benefit to the environment
would be great.

Monica Engebretson
Animal Protection Institute,

Sacramento

Wes Marx replies:
The Audubon Society, Environmental
Defense Fund, and Monterey Bay Aquar­
ium, which are concerned with the spread of
exotic species, include farmed catfish in the
"best choice" fish category. The suggested
approach ofnot eating fish overlooks the fact
that the American Heart Association and
medical researchers urge us to eat fish regu­
larly to help reduce the risk of heart attack.
All forms offood cultivation impact the
environment. Edible plant cultivation also
causes habitat loss, soil erosion, contami­
nated runoff, and the spread ofnon-native
species. We can choose organic produce
grown in a way that reduces such impacts.
Consumers ofseafood should have similar
options.

DOING OUR SHARE
Editor:
California, the world's seventh largest
economy, is immediately to the north of
one of the world's last frontiers, the Baja
California peninsula and its surround­
ing waters; a frontier full of adventure,
with almost pristine landscapes that fill
the horizon and the spirit, allowing resi­
dents and visitors the rare experience of
silence and isolation. Rural Baja Califor­
nia is a subsistence economy; in few
places in the world are such economic
extremes in such proximity.

The persistence of Baja California's
landscapes is not the exclusive respon­
sibility of its inhabitants and govern­
ments-visitors play an essential role

in shaping its future. Much of Baja Cal­
ifornia's income depends on the Cali­
fornia visitor; many visitors praise the
isolation and rustic conditions as the
most important reasons for their long
travels; they come here to avoid the
"Cancun Experience."

How can Californians and Baja Cali­
fornians keep landscapes and experi­
ences alive? Developments like the
Escalera Nautica, and the unmitigated
development that would surely follow
the presence of liquefied natural gas
receiving and power-generating plants
are obvious threats to Baja California's
marine and terrestrial environments.
Not so obvious threats are our whale­
watching, snorkeling, scuba diving,
fishing, kayaking, boating, and camp­
ing trips. All these activities demand
the use of the area's most scarce re­
source: fresh water. Mexico's national
water board (CONAGUA) has estab­
lished that the peninsula is in a perma­
nent water crisis. Care must be taken by
all to insure these low-impact activities
remain sustainable.

Sustainable use and conservation are
simple, direct, and effective ways that
will allow both the native Baja Califor­
nians and the California visitors to
maintain the landscape and the experi­
ences that Baja California offers. We
share landscapes and experiences, we
should share their protection.

Among local organizations working
to protect the landscapes and the coast,
and to support the indigenous peoples,
are pro esteros (www.cicese.mx/
-proester), CUNA (www.cicese.mx/
-cunabc), and Terra Peninsular
(www.terrapeninsular.org). They
can give you an idea of the conserva­
tion work on the peninsula.

Horacio de la Cueva
Acting Executive Director,

Terra Peninsular A.c.
horacio@terrapeninsular.org
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