












courses, each served on another plate,
and nine eating utensils-a different
knife, fork, or spoon for each dish. You
couldn't complain that you didn't need
all the dishes, or send back the ones
you didn't use. The waiters didn't
speak English, and even the head
waiter did not comprehend-they were
just following orders.

All this food meant dishwater-that
is, wastewater-that has to go some­
where. Even the best of treated waste­
water is a bit ugly. So it is of genuine
concern that cities, even of the Inland
Passage, some helplessly reliant on
tourism for their income, seek to control
discharge of wastewater by cruise ships.
Many legislatures near the water realize
that they are sitting on a time-bomb.

The real rub is that cruise ships offer
only a trade-off-a degree of pollution
for money in the bank. In fact, I don't
remember spending one cent in most of
the ports we put into. We ate all our
meals on board, and if we wanted to
shop, everything was available on the
ship, usually cheaper and tax-free.
Many passengers never go ashore.
Those who do get a good deal: walk the
streets and parks, see the sights, use
facilities, all free of charge. Onshore
cruise options are usually conducted
by the ship's crew, and add little to the
ports' income. In my opinion a lot of
these communities have been taken in
by the cruise ship operators, and are on
the losing end of the trade-off.

Harry Rockey
Carmel

The return ofcruise ships to Monterey has
brought both enthusiasm and controversy.
After learning in March that the Crystal
Harmony had broken an agreement by
dumping wastewater inside the Monterey
Bay National Marine Sanctuary during a
visit in October 2002, and had withheld this
information for months, the City ofMon­
terey banned the Crystal Lines fleet for 15
years. Since then, visits by Celebrity
Cruises' Mercury have turned into festive
events, with merchants, museums, and the
Monterey Bay Aquarium reporting surges
ofsales and visitors. Mercury is reported to
have been very cooperative in protecting the
Sanctuary. Meanwhile, State Assemblyman
John Laird, who represents Monterey, has
introduced a bill that would halt waste­
water discharges in California waters.
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forced the gates open while local police
looked on. Massive numbers of salmon
died. Now the word is that the U.S.
Interior Department will allot even
more water to the farmers, leading to
more massive fish kills.

Trying to hitchhike from a trailhead
on Highway 96 into the mountain
town of Seiad Valley, near the Klamath,
I was picked up by a young man in a
rusty old Honda who told me he was
volunteering on a local salmon restora­
tion project. When I asked him what he
thought of the Klamath question, he
responded that he thought the current
system was insane. "You know, I do
this work because I love being out in
this beautiful country," he said, "but I
wonder what good it's doing." With­
out a new set of priorities that takes
restoring threatened species seriously,
he could survey all the salmon habitat
he wanted to without effecting any
change, he said. The fundamental
problem is water, and unless the farm­
ers give some of theirs to the fish,
salmon decline is inevitable.

"But I have to admit, people around
here would probably kill me if I said
so out loud," he said. "They're trying
to make a living, you know? And they
just don't see the other side of the
problem."

I guess that used to be the case for
me, too. Living on the coast, I viewed
the mountains as a separate world. The
weather was different, the plants were
different, the people were different. But
now, after three months of foot travel, I
know better. Every time someone in

L.A. flushes a toilet,
you can hear it in
the mountains.
Every time a farmer
in the Klamath
Basin starts flood­
ing his field of
alfalfa, he risks
the life of a salmon
trying to swim
upstream.

Which is not to
say that there are
easy solutions.
Southern Califor­
nia's population is
growing, and with
it grows the need

for water. Farmers want to continue till­
ing, as their fathers and grandfathers
did-and who can blame them? And
hikers have their own perspective:
they measure water in liters to drink
or miles of snow to cross. Of course,
water rules our lives in coastal cities as
well, from our morning showers to the
salmon we look forward to for dinner. _

Arno Holschuh, formerly a reporter for
the North Coast Journal, is living in
Berlin this year on a Fulbright Fellowship,
writing columns about his life as an Amer­
ican abroad.

Pacific High: Adventures in the Coast

Ranges from Soia to Alaska, by Tim
Palmer. Island Press, Washington, DC,
2002. 468 pp., $28 (hard cover).

Tim Palmer and his wife Ann drove
from southern Baja California to Kodiak
Island, Alaska, a nine-month journey

through the coastal
mountains. Along the
way, they stopped to
talk to local people,
trying to understand
how and why
humans are inex­
orably transforming
this part of the
world. This story

goes well beyond the
usual travelogue, giving insights into

the state of the coast ranges and their
likely fate.
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