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AY BACK IN 1972, a handful of citizens envisioned a trail
running along the coast from Oregon to Mexico. "It was
written into the Coastal Initiative and made its way into the

Coastal Act," said Bill Kortum. "It was kind of a pipe dream."
Now, more than three decades later, the California Coastal Trail is
official and well under way. About 60 percent of it is in place, other
pieces are in the works, and the Coastal Conservancy, following a
legislative mandate, has produced a plan for completing the rest.

To advance the cause further, ten men and women gathered at
the Oregon border on June 3 to begin walking to Mexico. On Sep­
tember 22-112 days and 1,200 miles later-all ten arrived at Bor­
derfield State Park, where Secretary of Resources Mary Nichols
and the Coastal Conservancy's deputy director Steve Horn pre­
sented a copy of the current challenge: Completing the California
Coastal Trail, the plan shaped during the past two years by a work­
ing group representing the State Parks Department, Coastal Com­
mission, Coastal Conservancy, and the nonprofit Coastwalk. The
long walk, Coastal Expedition 2003, was sponsored by Coastwalk,
which has been working tirelessly to realize the original vision,
primarily by leading hikes.

The Expedition's journal is available on the Coastal Trail web
site: www.californiacoastaltrail.info
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Aveee6 uno toea e!euerpo

A veces uno toca un cuerpo y 10 despierta
par el pasamos la noche que se abre
la pulsaci6n sensible de los brazos marinos

y como al mar 10 amamos
como a un canto desnudo
como al solo verano

Le decimos luz como se dice ahora
Ie decimos ayer y otras partes

10 llenamos de cuerpos y de cuerpos
de gaviotas que son nuestras gaviotas

Lo vamos escalando punta a punta
con orillas y techos y aldabas

con hoteles y cauces y memorias
y paisajes y tiempo y asteroides

Lo colmamos de nosotros y de alma
de colla res de islas y de alma

Lo sentimos vivir y cotidiano
10 sentimos hermoso pero sombra

Sometime6 we touch a bod'f

Sometimes we touch a body and we wake it
and it is a way through the night which opens
to our senses the pulsing of its arms like the sea's

and we love it like the sea
like a naked song
like the only Summer

We say it is light as one says now
we say it is yesterday and other places

we fill it with bodies and bodies
with gulls our own gulls

We go climbing it peak after peak
with ears and roofs and doar latches

with hotels and ditches and memories
and landscapes and time and asteroids

We fill it to the brim with ourselves and with soul
with collars of islands and with soul

We feel ourselves living and everyday
we feel ourselves beautiful but shadow

-Homero Aridjis

trails/a ted by W. 5. Merwill

from Antes del reino, 1963

Mexican poet Homero Aridjis is

founder and president of Grupo de

los Cien (Group of 100), an envi­

ronmental association of writers,

artists, and scientists. He has won

international awards for his writing

and environmental leadership. His

latest book is Eyes to 5ee Otherwise

(Ojos de otro mirar).
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