












Above: Eastern Swett Ranch

Below: Carrington Ranch south of Coleman Valley Road

SONOMA COAST STATE BEACH
TO GROW BY 344 ACRES

CARRINGTON RANCH is about two
miles north of Bodega Bay and eight

miles south of the Russian River. It
slopes gently upward from a broad
coastal terrace to elevations of about
1,200 feet, offering spectacular ocean
views and excellent opportunities for
hiking trails.

The Sonoma County Agricultural
Preservation and Open Space District
purchased the 344-acre ranch in May
2003 for $4.8 million, intending to con­
vey it to the State Parks Department, so
it can be added to Sonoma Coast State
Beach. State Parks, however, lacks the
funds for the planning and site devel­
opment necessary to open the ranch to
the public.

To resolve this impasse, the Coastal
Conservancy approved $260,000 to
State Parks to be used for cleanup,
demolition of structures not deemed
historic or suitable for public use, and
planning to ensure that public uses will
be compatible with the natural envi­
ronment. State Parks expects to be able
to acquire the property later this year,
and then to begin construction of trails
and other improvements.

LandPaths, a nonprofit organization
based in Santa Rosa, is assisting the
open space district with its stewardship
of the ranch. Upcoming LandPaths
events include Farmhand Day at Santa
Rosa Junior College's Shone Farm,
where hikers can assist with farm work
and learn about how the farm relates to
the natural environment. Coastwalk,
also a nonprofit organization, is help­
ing to determine the route for a new
segment of the California Coastal Trail
on the property.

In 2002, the Solano Land Trust suc­
ceeded in purchasing 1,575 acres that
included the King Ranch, for which the
Conservancy provided $3 million. It
hopes to assemble the funding required
to purchase the 905-acre Vallejo Swett
Ranch by 2006.

The Solano Land Trust owns or man­
ages more than 11,000 acres, including
Rush Ranch in Suisun Marsh, Lynch
Canyon on the Napa County border,
and the Jepson Prairie Preserve in the
Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

The land trust expects to complete
the purchase by autumn, begin
docent-led hikes within a year, and
develop a plan for more expansive
public access by late 2005. Limited
cattle grazing will continue on the
property, which contains habitat
for the threatened California red­
legged frog, and nesting and foraging
habitat for a wide variety of birds,
including golden eagles, hawks,
and falcons.

Coastal Conservancy helped the land
trust move closer to its goal by approv­
ing $575,000 toward the $2.1-million
purchase of the lAOS-acre Eastern
Swett Ranch.

The Wildlife Conservation Board is
contributing $1 million, Solano County
and the City of Benicia are chipping in
$290,000, the City of Fairfield $100,000,
Greater Vallejo Recreation District
$110,000, and the Tri-City and County
Joint Powers Authority $75,000.
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"FOR ME, FARMING WAS LIKE FALLING IN LOVE.

Both are means of perpetuating the human species ....

I was in awe of the magic of emerging

seeds, and enchanted by early morning

harvests when beads of dew formed on

squeaky cabbages reflecting the light of the world.

-On Good Land, The Autobiography of An Urban Farm,

by Michael Ableman, Chronicle Books, 1998

"Farming looks mighty easy when your plow is a pencil,

and you're a thousand miles from the corn field."

-Dwight D. Eisenhower (1890-1969),

speech, September 25, 1956, Peoria, IL

"Little 01' boy in the Panhandle told me the other day you

can still make a small fortune in agriculture. Problem is,

you got to start with a large one."

-Jim Hightower, Texas Agricultural Commissioner,

speech to the Dallas, Texas Chamber of Commerce,

as reported in the New York Times, March 9, 1986

"Cultivators of the earth are the most valuable citizens.

They are the most vigorous, the most independent, the

most virtuous, and they are tied to their country, and wed­

ded to its liberty and interests, by the most lasting bonds."

-Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826),

letter to John Jay, 1785

COMING UP

The Restoration Economy.

New iobs and careers have evolved

from the need to restore damaged

rivers, wetlands, the nearshore ocean,

and polluted land. In our autumn

issue, we introduce you to people

who make their living in fields that

only recently have come into exis­

tence. We also look at the economic

value of restoration proiects for

entrepreneurs and communities.
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