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So Many Dollars, So Little Beachfront

® Access: Housing plans
by Riordan and friends set
off a fuss in Malibu.

By JIM NEWTON
TIMES STAFF WRITER

It is an epic struggle, even by the
standards of Malibu, where the cost
of a mere spite fence can exceed
the price of a single-family home in {§
less lush environs. b

This time, the fight involves not B
just commonplace things—like
huge sums of money—but more
valuable, if less tangible, commod-
ities: power, influence and the stuff [¥
that comes with them. Contentious |j
little Malibu's latest controversy in-
volves Mayor Richard Riordan and
his wife, along with a couple of
their very richest friends. They're }
opposed by some of Hollywood's §
historic figures, along with a : ; :
would-be home develeper and PEMIEVEL o Lae i Tries

Please see MALIBU, A18 Site that would be preserved under deal proposed by mayor.

MALIBU: Plans by Riordan, Friends for
Beach Houses Ignite Feud Over Access

Continued from Al

some local activists. Between them, the two sides have
hackles raised high in Southern California’s toniest
‘beach town, an incorporated city that sits up the coast
at the western edge of Los Angeles County.

* The unenviable task of sorting it out falls today to
the Coastal Commission, which will consider the -
strongly held views on both sides of the flap.

The conflict started conventionally enough. Trusts
established by billionaire Eli Broad, television mag-
nate Haim Saban and Nancy Daly, Riordan’s wife,
picked up six Malibu parcels from Pepperdine Univer-
sity and set out to demolish the houses that stood on
them and then to replace them with three larger
homes.

Given the size and configuration of what they had in
mind, that meant cutting off the view of the ocean .
from Pacific Coast Highway. The Coastal Commission
begged to differ, and demanded that each of the three
home sites—which average sbout 100 feet along the
highway—include 20 feet of “view corridor.”

That didn’t sit well with the trio. Broad, for in-
stance, envisioned a house designed by Pritzker Prize- & _
winning architect Richard Meier, the man behind the Los Angeles Times
Getty Museum, and understandably was not happy Mayor Richard Riordan and wife, Nancy Daly.
with the idea of his landmark home constrained by a
corridor so that passing motorists could glance at the
water as they shot by at 50 miles an hour.




So Broad and his friends made the Coastal Commis-
sion an offer: If the panel would let them cut off the
ocean views around their homes, they would buy an
80-foot stretch of a nearby beach and protect it from
development. Their argument: The Riordans, Sabans
and Broads would get their houses, and the public
would not only get more view—in many ways, a better
view, since it would be in one chunk rather than three
20-foot intervals—but also public access to that beach.

That was all well and good for
them, and it satisfied the Coastal
Commission staff. But for the
neighbors who live near the beach,
it was no good at all. Why, they
asked, should their beach be made
more accessible to the public just
so their famous and powerful
would-be neighbors wouldn't have
to put up with anyone looking over
their shoulders at the sunset?

And, this being Malibu, the
neighbors who complained—
though not necessarily of the stat-
ure of a big-city mayor and a couple
of business titans known for their
political savvy and lavish contribu-
tions to candidates and causes—are
no slouches.

One, for instance, is Freddy
Fields, a legendary Hollywood
agent who founded Creative Man-
agement Associates and later served as president of
MGM.

“This is a ramrod job,” Fields said Tuesday. “It's to-
tally immoral to take your problem and dump it on
someone else. That's what they're doing.”

Broad declined to comment on the flap, as did Rior-
dan.

Meanwhile, Malibu's abuzz. Some residents learned
about the proposal in recent months; more discovered
some of the details last week when the local paper, the
Malibu Times, carried a story about it.

“You know the expression ‘hopping mad?” " one local
‘real estate agent asked. “That’s what you have here.”

' Lou Adler—a renowned record producer who grew
!up in Boyle Heights and handled such recording art-

tists as the Mamas and the Papas, Carole King and Sam
Cooke—seconds that emotion.

“What these people are doing is not nice. It's rude,”
| he said. “And it's really rude to the people who live out
{ here all the time, not those who just come out for a few
jweekends a year.”

Adler lives two doors away from the site that would
‘be preserved to clear the way for the Riordans and
'their friends to maximize their home sizes. He and
‘others argue that not only is it wrong for Riordan,
.Broad and Saban to duck the view-corridor require-

ment, it is doubly ill-advised for them o have pickerl

“the property they did.

That's because Adler and other local residents say
the proposed site is on a dangerous curve with no
beach parking.

“I'm fearful that some kid is going to get hurt trying
to cross the street to get to this beach,” said Richard
Gitlin, an independent film producer who lives in Ma-
libu. “The mayor and the others are just asking for ha-
tred from everyone. Someday, someone ig going to get
hurt, and then everyone is going to say: "This is what,

you guys did because you wanted
- to enlarge your properties.” That'l
be blood on their hands.”

As if all that weren’t complicated
and intense enough, there’s still an-
other angry party—Jeff Greene, a
developer whose deal to buy 80 feet
of beach from Pepperdine collapsed
after 18 months in escrow. When
Broad and his friends bought it in-
stead, he felt cheated and com-
plained loudly.

“It's a fraud,” Greene said. *'I
can't believe they did this.”

Greene suggested that Pepper-
dine officials had either been pres-
sured by his high-powered adver-
saries or that the university had
bent over backward to accommo-
date them.

In fact, Pepperdine Real Estate
Director Dennis Torres acknowl-
edges that he did try to do Broad a favor—just not
the one Greene thinks he did. In an interview Tues-
day, Torres said Greene had previously been
granted extensions to complete his purchase of the
Malibu site, but had been told that March 1 was the
deadline. After that, Torres said, both sides under-
stood that either Greene would own the property or
it would revert to Pepperdine, which would look for
another buyer.

‘When Broad and company later indicated their in-
terest, Torres said, they asked him to grant a 30-day
extension to Greene, if Greene would agree to sell to
Broad.

“I figured there are worse people to do a favor for
than Eli Broad,” Torres said. “But that favor was also
a favor for Jeff Greene.” 4

As it turned out, Torres said, he never ended up do-
ing a favor for either of them. That's because Broad
and Greene never cut a deal.

Greene says the only reason escrow did not close on
March 1 is that Pepperdine failed to provide survey
material due by that date.

In any case, Greene did not close the deal on that
date, so Pepperdine sold it to Broad. He owns it now,
and intends to turn it over to a conservancy as part of
the deal with the Coastal Commission.

Television magnate Haim Saban, left, and billionaire Eli Broad plan to build homes next to mayor’s.
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Controversial
Malibu
Plans OKd

= Houses: Coastal panel
votes 1240 in favor of
Mayor Riordan’s wife, Eli
Broad and TV magnate.
Critics claim favoritism.

BOBBY CUZA

ES STAFF WRITER .

Plans by Mayor Richard Rior-
dan’s wife, businessman Eli Broad
and television magnate Haim Sa-
ban to build three sprawling homes
on the beachfront in Malibu won
unanimous approval Wednesday
night from the California Coastal
Commission, despite ne:ghborhood
opposition. .

_ - Under the plan worked out
_Wedne_s_day and approved 12-0 by
the commissioners, the homes will
block a total of about 300 feet of
public ocean view. In exchange, the
‘partners will buy a neaﬂiy 80-foot

“stretch of beach and donate it to the
Coastal Conservancy for pubhc use.

. “The total package we're getting

-here is very positive from the pub-
lic perspective,” said Coastal Com-
mission Chairwoman Sara Wan.

. Residents who spoke at the hear-
ing disagreed, saying the commis-
sion was bending the rules for well-
connected citizens.

" “The state of California has
chafged you with the responsibility
for looking out for the interests of

all the citizens of this state, not just
the interests of three exceedingly
rich and very powerful people try-
ing to rush their applications
through,” said Jeff Greene, a devel-
oper whose plans to buy the 80-foot
‘stretch of beach were quashed.

The residents also cited safety
concerns about the project, because
the proposed public-access beach is
on a curved stretch of Pacific Coast
Highway with no parking.

Please see HOMES, B
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“People are going to die there,”
said resident Brady Westwater.
“T've seen cars demolished beyond
recognition. It's almost a monthly
occurrence.”

The residents cited statistics
from the Los Angeles Sheriff’s De-
partment showing that 20% of all
vehicle crashes on Pacific Coast
Highway from Topanga Canyon
Boulevard to the western city lim-

- its occur along that curve.

A Coastal Conservancy spokes-
person fold the commission the
conservancy will conduct a study of
safety issues in the next several
weeks and determine how best to
resolve them.

The whole conflict started when
trusts established by Broad, Saban
and Nancy Daly Riordan, the
mayor's wife, acquired a total of six
parcels and made plans to demolish
the houses on them and replace
them with three larger homes.

Because of the size and design of
the three proposed homes, the
ocean view from Pacific Coast
Highway would be cut off at each
of the sites.

The Coastal Commission op-
posed the new plans and demanded
that each of the three home sites,
which average about 100 feet along
the highway, include 20 feet of
““riew corridor.”

The partners, displeased with

" that scenario, made the Coastal

Commission a counteroffer: If it
would let them cut off the ocean

views around their homes, they

would buy an 80-foot stretch of a
nearby beach and protect it from
development. They would then get
their houses, they said, and the
public would not only get more
view—in many ways, a better view,
because it would be in one chunk
rather than three 20-foot inter-
vals—but also access to that beach.

But resident Todd Sloan asked
commissioners: “If this is such an
act of high altruism, then why
don't they offer the public access
through their own view corridors?”

Another angry party to this
agreement is Greene, a developer
whose deal to buy 80 feet of beach
from Pepperdine University col-
lapsed after 18 months in escrow.
When Broad and his partners
bought it instead, he complained
Ioudly

“Pepperdine’ secretly sold the
property using a hidden escrow

. because of high-pressure tac- -
tics by representatives” of the part-
ners, Greene said Wednesday.

Pepperdine Real Estate Director
Dennis Torres denied that any
pressure was brought against him
or the university to sell the prop-
erty to Broad and his friends.

For his part, Mayor Riordan an-
grily objected Wednesday to the
suggestion that he had anything to
do with the proposal that has riled
some Malibu residents. He said the
transaction involved the separate
property of his wife, and vehe-
mently disputed the suggestion
that he had any role in the episode.

Los Angeles ‘[!m
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San

rancisro Chronicle

THE VOICE OF THE WEST

EDITORIALS

A Grand Vision for the Bay

OHN FLICKER, president of the Na-

tional Audubon Society, is promoting an

ambitious plan for San Francisco Bay.
He wants to turn back the clock about a
century, when the bay had 100,000 more
acres of marshes, tidal flats and other wet-
lands than it does today.

Flicker is fully aware of

of the value of such a conservation project.

And they are significant. The wetlands essen- -

tially serve a kidney function for the bay,
filtering everything from toxic chemicals and
bacteria to excess nutrients such as nitrates
and phosphates. They act as nurseries and
stopping points for fish and
wildlife. Tidal plants help

the magnitude of the chal-
lenge. He knows it will take
more than $1 billion. He

Audubon Society

control erosion, prevent
floods and help replenish the

knows it will take the cooper- v air with oxygen.
ation of local, state and fed- w.ants to save Large tracts of the target-
" eral governments — and will the Wetlands. ed areas are now covered

require the will to say no to

with salt ponds. Flicker and

developers with other de-
signs for the shoreline.

Yet he knows it can be done. The Audu-
bon Society has been involved in the equally
‘large and complex effort to restore the Flori-
da Everglades. It will take a similar strong
national commitment to achieve Audubon’s
‘goal of bringing back the baylands.

“This is the largest estuary on the West
Coast and one of the great wetlands systems
in the country,” Flicker told The Chronicle’s
editorial board this week.

The Audubon Society’s first step will be to
persuade the public — and policy-makers —

his Audubon Society col-
leagues believe the timing is right — with
state bond money and federal Land and
Water Conservation Fund resources avail-
able — to develop a large-scale effort to
acquire and restore these former wetlands.

The bay is indisputably cleaner than it was
two decades ago, mainly due to laws that
outlawed the discharge of untreated sewage
and other pollutants. Now it is time to bring
nature back into the act of cleansing the bay
that defines and enriches this region and its
quality.
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photo/Frankie Frost

WETLANDS PROJECTS: John Flicker, president of the National Audubon Society, announces the organization's suppart for
restoration of about 2,600 acres of wetlands at Hamilton Field and Bel Marin Keys during a news conference at Hamilton.

Wetlands

Frompage Al

the airfield’s buckling tarmac
below. “we can do it anywhere in the
bay.”

Coastal Conservancy spokes-
woman Terri Nevins, who has
worked on the 1,000-acre Hamilton
project for two years, said the soci-
etv’s support will raise visibility for
the bayland restoration effort and
hopefully attract additional fund-
ing.

While an agreement to restore
Hamilton Field has already been

made by the U.S. Army after clean-
up operations are complete, the en-
vironmental group has only six
months to raise $16 million for
1,600 bay-front acres surrounding
the Bel Marin Keys housing devel-
opment. The property now belongs
to California Quartet Ltd., which in
the past proposed putting 801
homes and a golf course on the
property.

Together, the Hamilton and Bel
Marin Keys restorations, Nevins
said, would be the largest project of
its kind ever undertaken on the
West Coast.

Nevins said that the Hamilton
restoration project would take 10
years to complete.

According to Flicker, the society
has eight chapters and 20,000
members in the Bay Area.

Rep. Lynn Woolsey, D-Pet-
aluma, requested $3 million for the
Hamilton project, according to her
spokesman Tom Roth.

Nevins said that the Hamilton
land will cost $55 million to restore,
with the federal government payving
75 percent and the state paying the
remainder.

Up to 65,000 acres of wetlands
between San Rafael and Vallejo
could potentially be restored,
Woolsey said.

Contact reporter John Nickerson via
e-mail atjnickerson@marinij.com
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> BAYLANDS
From Page A17

lands left, this would boost it to
about 50 percent of the historic
acreage,” said Taylor, as he gazed
across the Hamilton Field airstrip to
the bay beyond. “It's been a hun-
dred years or more since the bay had
that kind of habitat.”

As Taylor talked, the muted
honking from a gaggle of Canada
geese could be heard from a distant
slough.

“Just think what you'll see when
you stand up here years from now
and look out there,” said Taylor.
“There’ll be vast flights of waterfowl
in the winter, and tremendous num-
bers of shorebirds in the spring. It
will be incredible.”

The Aubudon Society's support
adds particular weight to the proj-
ect. The society is one of the na-
tion’s most respected and venerable
environmental organizations, ap-
pealing to people of disparate politi-
cal leanings. A love of birds and the
habitat they need provides a strong
common bond.

i S R - S

e ]

John Flicker, of the National Audubon Society, toured Blair Island near

Redwood City with Margaret Kolar of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Flicker — whose surname
would've given namephreaker Herb
Caen a chuckle, since it is also the
name of a large North American
woodpecker — said the time was
right for a bold restoration effort
because of the recent issuance of an
exhaustive state and federal govern-
ment report on bay wetlands.

“That was the game plan we
needed to make our case,” said

Flicker. “It reflected an amazing
consensus on where we need to go.
There's much more agreement here
than there is on restoration projects
in the Everglades. Now we need to
pull everyone together to get it
done. It's a big table, and there’s
room for everyone.”

For more information on bay is-
sues, visit www.sfei.org.
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Ventura River Ranked 3rd Most Endangered
- Environment: A conservation group lists the waterway among 13 facing severe
degradation, laying most of the blame on Matilija Dam.

By TINA DIRMANN, Times Staff Writer

The Ventura River is among the nation's most endangered rivers and its only
hope for recovery is the removal of Matilija Dam, according to a study released
today by a conservation group.

The Ventura River is ranked third in the country, behind Oregon's Lower Snake
River and the Missouri River, on a list of 13 rivers facing the most "immediate,
severe environmental degradation," according to American Rivers' annual report
of the nation's most threatened waterways.

The only other California river to make the list is the north fork of the Feather
River above Sacramento.

American Rivers, based in Washington, D.C., concludes that Matilija Dam is
chiefly to blame for the Ventura River's dwindling health.

Critics say the dam, built in 1947 for flood control, has outlived its usefulness.
Designed to hold 5,000 acre-feet of water, the buildup of silt and mud has reduced
its storage capacity to 500 acre-feet. An acre-foot equals 326,000 gallons, enough
water to supply two average-size families for a year.

The nonprofit conservation group, founded in 1973 to raise awareness of North
America's river system, said the dam also prevents sand from washing
downstream to replenish local beaches. Even worse, it blocks the migration of
endangered southern steelhead trout to the sea, the group said.

County Supervisor Kathy Long said it was upsetting to learn the river is in such
bad shape.

"I think it's a sad commentary on our environmental abilities when we can't
keep something as precious as a river environmentally strong," Long said. "I didn't
realize the river was in that poor condition. To look at it, the river is so pristine.
But obviously there is a lot of trouble beneath."

Local environmentalists, coastal businesses and fishermen have long advocated
tearing down the dam. But finding the $30 million to $70 million to do it has been
a problem. Long and others said the new ranking might have at least one positive
effect by gaining the attention of representatives in Washington, D.C., who could
allocate the necessary funds.
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"The removal of the dam is going to be a huge undertaking," said Mark Capelli,
executive director of Friends of the Ventura River. "And it's going to require
support on the national level. This is the first step in getting that support. So, it's
an important recognition."

The 16-mile river originates on the north fork of Matilija Creek in the Los
Padres National Forest and winds its way to the Pacific Ocean in Ventura.
Periodic flooding led to construction of the dam.

Rebecca Wodder, president of American Rivers, called Matilija Dam a "classic
example" of a dam that "doesn't make sense."

"It is a virtually obsolete structure that has a negative impact both ecologically
and economically on the Ventura River and the surrounding communities,"
Wodder said.

Work is already underway to tear down part of the dam. In January, the
California Coastal Conservancy approved a $200,000 grant to Ventura County to
pay for a portion of a project to knock off part of the aging structure. The project is
considered a first step to the dam's ultimate remowval.

Despite the river's poor rating, John Buse of the Ventura office of the Santa
Barbara-based Environmental Defense Center said the study is helpful because it
clearly outlines what the county needs to do to improve the river's health.

"I know it's sort of a negative thing to recognize the condition of the river,"
Buse said. "But we have to know this in order to recognize what steps to take to
help make it better. And we know what we have to do to make this better: Remove
the dam."

The Snake was ranked first because salmon and steelhead runs have been
drastically interrupted by four dams.

The Missouri was ranked second because a series of dams and channels built
over the last 70 years have altered the river, transforming it into what American
Rivers called "a rock-lined barge canal and a series of slackwater reservoirs."
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Dam Removal Gets Boost From Report of Ventura River Threat
- Environment: Groups seek funds to dismantle Matilija barrier and restore
waterway found to be imperiled.

By GARY POLAKOVIC, Times Staff Writer

OJAI--With the decaying, 53-year-old Matilija Dam as a backdrop, a coalition
of conservation groups on Monday called on Gov. Gray Davis and President
Clinton to "tear down this public nuisance."

The dam has been blamed for everything from the decline of the endangered
southern steelhead trout to the depletion of sand at Ventura County beaches. The

. damage caused by the dam is so great that the environmental group American
Rivers listed the Ventura River as the third most endangered in the nation.

"It's a silt tub that has outlived its usefulness," Jim Edmondson, conservation
director for California Trout Inc., said of the dam.

The decision to declare the Ventura River one of America's most imperiled
streams was rooted in politics as well as science, observers said. Even though
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt has declared removal of the dam a top priority,
finding the money to do the work, up to $80 million, has been a problem.

Those who want to remove the dam hope that by elevating the issue to a
national level they can pressure Congress and the state Legislature to allocate the
money. Edmondson said opponents of the dam will send a letter this week to state
Sen. Byron Sher (D-Stanford), chairman of the Committee on Environmental
Quality, seeking $45 million. Another letter will be sent, he said, to the governor's
natural resources chief, Mary Nichols, seeking 24 specialists from the state
Department of Fish and Game to work on a plan to recover the southemn steelhead.

The dam was built in 1947 for flood-control purposes. Built to store 5,000
acre-feet of water, it now holds only 500--or 163 million gallons.

It is full of mud, cracking apart, doesn't produce electricity and stores an
inconsequential amount of water. It also blocks the migration of southern
steelhead trout to the ocean.

Virtually nobody supports the dam. Even the agencies that own and operate it,
including officials at the Ventura County Flood Control Department and the
Casitas Municipal Water District, disparage it.

"I'd love to see the dam taken down. It's absolutely worthless," said Jim
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Coultas, a director at the Casitas water district.

Without it, beaches could gain sand, fish could return, and day-trippers would
have better access to the Ventura County back country.

That's good for the county's $808-million tourist industry, said Kathy
Janega-Dykes, executive director for the county Visitors and Conventions Bureau.

"Outdoor recreation is a vital part of our visitor industry," she said.

On the other hand, no one has devised a way to remove the 6 million cubic
yards of silt behind it. It has to be done carefully, lest sediment accumulate in the
riverbed and increase flood dangers for people living downstream.

But while the Ventura River has its problems, it's a far better stretch of stream
than others in Southern California. The New River, for instance, is a fetid sump
carrying Mexico's industrial waste and sewage to the Salton Sea in Imperial
County. Dams, cow manure and treated effluent mar the Santa Ana River between
San Bemardino and Orange counties. And the Los Angeles River has been
converted to a concrete gutter.

But there is a solution to the Ventura River's problems, even if an expensive
one. And the more attention the river and Matilija Dam get, the better the odds
someone will help ante up to take it down.

The timing of the announcement was right for other reasons. A $500,000 pilot
project to remove an 800-square-foot chunk of the dam is scheduled in October.
The California Coastal Conservancy is paying about half that, and the rest comes
from local and federal sources.

The Lower Snake River in Idaho topped the list of most endangered rivers,
while the north fork of the Feather River near Oroville, the only other California
stream, ranked ninth.
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Among the hardest dictums for regula-
tory planners to swallow is this: possession
is 90%. Nonetheless, it’s a truism not lost
upon a growing number of state conservan-
cies, which have shown that acquisitions
are among the best ways to safeguard Cali-
fornia’s natural resources and open spaces.
And even though there has been grumbling
about a perceived bias for funding of north
state acquisitions over Southern California
ones, recent history does not appear to sup-
port the complaint.

The state’s oldest conservancy is the

Wildlife Conservation Board, the purchasing arm of the Department [
of Fish and Game. The WCB buys habitat and linkage corridors with

the express goal of preserving sensi-

tive habitat, restoring habitat, and pro-
viding public access to areas for fishing
and hunting. Since its inception in 1947,
the board has purchased more than
630.000 acres, a land area almost the size
of Sacramento County.

No summarized inventory of the acreage
of projects based on a north-south split
exists. But a review of projects by county
might raise the question of whether there is
a preponderance of WCB projects in North-
ern California. Arguments about north-south

resource sharing loom large in California’s his-
tory. But Executive Director John Schmidt
scoffs at the idea that the WCB's acquisitions

have been imbalanced. “You have to look at
the cost of the project verses the resource
gains,” said Schmidt. “We look at the cost
and benefit of acquisitions all over the state.”
Although geography is understood as a

background factor in purchasing decisions,
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Dolfars Do Indeed
~ Go South

Wildlife Conservation Board

remarked that “there’s not much open space
in LA County,” ignoring the fact that only
half of the populous but expansive jurisdic-
tion is actually urbanized. A visit to the
Board’s web site highlights four current
partnership acquisition projects — every
one of them in Northern California.

Just as the WCB is tied to the Depart-
ment of Fish and Game's official goals, the
Coastal Conservancy implements the Califor-
nia Coastal Act and answers to the Coastal
Commission. A look at Coastal Conservancy
activities appears to flatly dispel any notion

of a northern bias. Though no formal inventory of land acquisition
exists for the agency, recent purchases in the south state speak for

themselves. In March. the Conservancy announced iwo

tunding in millions of dollars
projects by county
fiseal year 1998-1999

$0.069

conservancy planners strive to rise above regional-

ism. Still, in the expenditure of public moneys, politics are
unavoidable. Conservancy officials all agree that land costs and
population-based political power are both greater in Southern

California.

They also acknowledge the historical predominance
of state offices and their professionals in the north.
And that may have led to some imbalance in
acquisition efforts in the past. Take, for example.
DFG’s regional office distribution. Of six region-
al offices. four serve Northern California. And
because the acquisition recommendations using
WCB funds are forwarded out of the regional
offices, it could be argued that 66% of the projects
considered likely come from the four northern regions.

But Schmidt is quick to point out that all the state’s
resources are valued. and that favoritism plays no part of the picture,
He cited the Santa Rosa Mountain project in the Riverside County
desert as a case-in-point. The ongoing effort. begun in 1975 to pro-
tect Bighorn Sheep habitat. has resulted in the single largest property
acquisition on the WCB’s ledger — a total of 28.000 acres secured

in the steep terrain southeast of Palm Springs.

Burt intangible evidence of bias still lingers. Schmidt himself

D,
€T3 moRe OF

CP._DR

Riverside $2.740

San Diego
$6.733

major Ventura County acquisitions. the Ormond Beach wet-
lands and the Mandalay Dunes. According to California
Coastal Conservancy spokesman Dick Wayman. the $17 mil-
lion Ormond Beach purchase of some of the last Southern
California coastal wetlands represents the largest expenditure

7 bel Norte on one project during the agency’s 20-year history.
=+ §0.485 Coastal Conservancy Planner Peter Brand suggests that the
emergence of two circumstances gave rise to the Southemn Cali-
fornia Wetlands Recovery Project, a unique regional effort being
carried out by the well-regarded land trust. First. a broad public
Sierra understanding of the importance of wetlands developed. driv-
5025\5 en in part by federal Clean Water Act implementation that
Sonoma " El Dorado has raised coastal wetland protection to the top of the
) :';20 ::c;gg!ant_gr: o __w-mgl ine Conservancy’s agenda. Highly publicized development
SED, T~ E / su‘fuus battles over Bolsa Chica in Orange County and Playa
=g ;Eal.;;eras Vista in Los Angeles underscore the public concern over
$0.479 wetland development. Second. the emergence of sub-
ggf'zy:m 3 _Merced stantial sums of money from Southemn California
e s © $1.300 port expansions — required by environmental

permit conditions — has leveraged Conser-
vancy acquisition efforts.

And. as Brand admitted. the
south state has powerful friends
in Sacramento these days.
Both Gov. Davis and
Resources Secretary Mary
Nichols forged their politi-

cal careers in Los Angeles.
As conservancies gain
strength. regional rivalries
will probably dwindle — in
direct relationship to South-

ern California’s growing political clout. Of four
new regional state conservancies adopted by the Legislature
¥ during the last five years. three are in the south state.
Regionalism aside. land acquisition for conservation is immense-
ly popular. “People understand that conservancies are a successful
model of how to protect and manage land resources.” said the
Coastal Conservancy’s Wayman. The rise in land trust support and
power is none too soon.
“People in our business.” said Brand. “realize that this is the lust
best chance to save these resources.” B
* Stephen Svere. AICP. is u principal in the Ventura-based consulting
firm of Rincon Consuliants, Inc.
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