Ms. Gail Sumpter

City of Malibu

January 22, 2007

Dear Ms. Sumpter
 MEHOA is in receipt of your letter dated December 12, 2006.  We apologize for the delay in responding to you, but the materials were not forwarded to us until the holidays, and the Beach Management Committee was not reachable during this period.  
 
MEHOA does not agree with certain assertions nor the existence of certain alleged violations as noted in the letter from the California Coastal Commission dated August 21, 2006.  However, since, we believe that all parties are close to completing a comprehensive beach management plan that specifically addresses the concerns expressed in your letter, we propose that, as discussed at the recent meeting with representatives of the City and the CCC, all parties wait a reasonable period (Pat Veesart of the CCC mentioned July, 2007) while reserving all rights of all parties to allow the plan to be completed and submitted. Meanwhile, we will at least temporarily address the concerns mentioned by the City about signage as discussed below. And we will submit a beach management plan that reflects the agreements discussed and made by all parties by the date outlined of January 31, 2007.
 
MEHOA has been working amicably with the public for over fifteen years providing access to the beach over privately owned property with a limited number of private property restrictions as commonly found on beach accesses controlled by the City and the County, and with signs that are both friendly and that recognize private property rights and safety.  It is the intent of MEHOA to continue that access, and we have drafted a beach management plan that was delivered to the California Coastal Commission after the receipt of the August 21 letter.  Mr. Veesart stated at the meeting you hosted for all interested parties that he had already reviewed this plan and saw no problems with the plan as drafted.  
 
MEHOA removed signs from its gates promptly upon receipt of the above noted CCC letter.  These signs are ones that are proper to protect private property rights, a stated intent of the Coastal Act.  Other friendly gate signs had been removed from MEHOA’s gates without MEHOA permission by the MRCA ranger.  These signs start with "TO ENJOY PUBLIC SHORELINE AT YOUR OWN RISK", and note the safety restrictions with "SORRY FOLKS, no alcoholic beverages, jetskis", etc.  MEHOA’s signs were in the process of being revised when the old ones were removed, but the tenor of those posted was far more welcoming than most signs posted at many State and County beaches.  Mr. Veesart noted at the meeting he had not yet been able to review the removal of signs at all of the gates, but MEHOA has already complied in an effort of cooperation.
 
As you know, the California Coastal Conservancy has recently stated they have heard the concerns of all parties and are drafting an agreement for the management of the visitor recreation area and access to Lechuza Beach.  We are waiting for that document and anticipate receipt this month, January. If we do not receive that document before the time frame discussed at the recent meeting we will submit to the City of Malibu the beach management plan already in the hands of the CCC.  As they voiced no objections, we would presume that Malibu would also not have concerns with the document.  
 
The MEHOA Beach Management Committee has drafted signage that we are prepared to recommend to the Board and the membership on an interim basis, but cannot commit to permanent signage until the membership agrees, and wording cannot be proposed to them until we know what agreements for management are going to be reached.  MRCA and the Coastal Conservancy had previously agreed that there would be no posted public access on East Sea Level, however in the MEHOA drafted beach management plan, based on agreements made by MEHOA and noted by MRCA staff in a meeting with both parties and the Coastal Conservancy representatives, it indicates that in the final agreement pedestrian access will be preserved over East and West Sea Level with reasonable safety rules as are commonly found on LA County and City of Malibu beaches. Thus, as soon as we finalize the beach management plan with the Conservancy, the final form of the signage will be submitted. If this process drags on for any reason not the fault of MEHOA, we will submit the original plan drafted by MEHOA and mentioned above in this letter. 
 
Although we have allowed public access to this visitor area for over 15 years with posted notice of private rights, the MRCA posted signs extending far beyond the limited MRCA rights, changing the terms of access without reaching an agreement with the community.  We would need to know that those signs will come down also pending the completion of a beach management plan.   
Please note that MEHOA and the residents of the MEHOA tract must protect their private property rights but our signs continue to show the good will intent of this community towards public visitors while also being dedicated to the preservation of the beach.

At different places along Broad Beach Road, there are different public and private rights, and one sign would not cover the situation. 

Here is what we are proposing for an interim posting. These signs would replace all other signs, including that of the MRCA.
 
At East and West Sea Level auto gates:
Private road, Right to pass by permission, and subject to control, of owner; Section 1008, Civil Code. Pedestrian Access through walk in gate to visitor area located beyond road terminus. All non-permitted vehicles may be towed and a parking violation citation issued.  Malibu Towing 310-456-8006

 
At East and West Sea Level Pedestrian Gates and Lot I:
Welcome to Lechuza Beach Access
You are passing across private property to reach the public visitor area and are subject to the posted rules below. 
 Please be courteous to the residents who have cooperated in providing public access. Right to pass by permission, and subject to control, of owners; Section 1008, Civil Code.

No lifeguard. Riptides and submerged rocks. Swim at your own risk.

Access open 8 am to sunset. Gates will be locked at sunset.

No smoking.

No littering.

No alcoholic beverages.

No fires.

No camping

No dogs except by special permit. 



Access provided through the co-operation of the State Coastal Conservancy and the Malibu Encinal Homeowners Association and the Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority.

For emergencies, call 911

For law enforcement, call the Los Angeles County Sheriff __________

For other services or questions, call _______ [MEHOA number]

Thank you.
 
MEHOA Beach Management Committee
Cc:  Pat Veesart, California Coastal Commission

       Doug Bosco, California Coastal Conservancy

       Joe Edmiston, Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy
