Interim Public Access Management Plan

Lechuza Beach, Malibu, CA

January 26, 2007

Lechuza Beach is a sandy beach on the Pacific Ocean, in the City of Malibu. The beach is approximately a quarter of a mile long, located west of Lechuza Point and east of Robert H Meyer Memorial State Beach. The beach is at the base of coastal bluffs which rise approximately vertical 75 feet up to the neareset public road, Broad Beach Road. Lechuza Beach is located between East Sea Level Drive and West Sea Level Drive in the City of Malibu.  The beach is surrounded by residential development. 
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Background

In October 2000, the State Coastal Conservancy (SCC) gave a grant to the Mountains Recreation Conservation Association (MRCA) of ten million dollars to purchase fee title and easement interests at Lechuza Beach for the purpose of public access. Since that acquisition, MRCA, the Malibu Encinal Homeowners Association (MEHOA) and the SCC have worked to come to mutual agreement on the development of an access management plan for this beach.  
In August 2006 the Coastal Commission sent a letter to the City of Malibu expressing concerns about the public’s ability to access Lechuza Beach and notifying the City that the gates on East and West Sea Level Drive were not permitted.  … 

Purpose of this document

Although MRCA, MEHOA and SCC have not reached final agreement on all of the issues related to public access management, progress has been made on many issues.  The purpose of this plan is to document areas of agreement and to outline an interim public access management plan for Lechuza Beach that can be implemented immediately.  This plan identifies the basic rules under which the beach will be opened and operated while the remaining issues are worked out and agreement is reached on plans for the physical improvement of the public accessways. 

The issues that remain to be resolved are identified in Section X of this plan.  

Site Description

CC&Rs

Elena can you help here? I thought it would be good to provide some description of MEHOA’s ownership.

MRCA Ownership

As shown below, MRCA owns fee title to approximately 4.1 acres along the beach.  These lots are located south of Broad Beach Road, between East Sea Level Drive and West Sea Level Drive. MRCA owns fee title to “Lot I” which is a narrow accessway that connects from Broad Beach Road to the Beach.  
MRCA also owns easements for pedestrian and all-ability access along both East and West Sea Level Drive. There is private property between Broad Beach Road and MRCA access easement on West Sea Level Drive. Access via West Sea Level Drive is not included in this interim plan because it requires negotiation with the private landowner. However, it is the intent of MRCA and SCC to provide public access along West Sea Level Drive as soon as the access issues can be resolved.
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Public Accessways

There are two pedestrian accessways that are open and will be operated in accordance with this plan: 1) a stairway that starts at Broad Beach Road, opposite Bunnie Lane, and connects to Lechuza Beach and 2) the pedestrian gate at East Sea Level Drive.  

MRCA has an access easement along West Sea Level Drive; however additional work needs to be completed to determine if that easement crosses private property between the end of West Sea Level Drive and Broad Beach Road As soon as this access issue is resolved, the pedestrian gate at West Sea Level Drive will operated in accordance with this plan.

MRCA also has the right to develop parking spaces, the development of those spaces should be addressed in the longterm management plan.
Beach Rules

· Access gates at Lot I and East Sea Level Drive will be open from 8 am to sunset.

· No launching of motorized watercraft.  Non-motorized watercraft such as kayaks will be permitted. 
· No fires.

· No camping or overnight stays.

· No firearms.

· No alcoholic beverages.

· No littering. 

· No commercial activities of any kind will be conducted on any MRCA owned properties or on any easement ways.

· No Dogs. 

· No trespassing on private property.

Signs

Signage on the gates of East Sea Level Drive, West Sea Level Drive and Lot I will be reviewed by representatives of MEHOA, MRCA and the Coastal Commission to ensure that there are no signs which inadvertently discourage public access.  

Signs will be installed that clearly identify the hours that the beach is open to the public and describe the beach rules listed above.  

Parking

Public right of way on the north side of Broad Beach Road only.

MRCA’s interest includes the right to develop ___ parking spaces at East Sea Level Drive… 

Enforcement

The interim beach management plan is consistent with the City of Malibu Municipal Code, the County Code and the Coastal Act. If agreement is reached on modified beach rules that are inconsistent with these codes, the parties will work with the City of Malibu to promulgate the regulations needed to enforce those rules.

Issues that Remain to be Resolved
Dogs???

To access West Sea Level Drive must cross private land.

Development of parking spaces at East Sea Level Drive  

Physical improvements
All improvements would comply with all laws requiring impact reports, permits, governmental approvals or other review.
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