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Background -   Description of site and the purpose of SCC grant


Map showing accessways and location in context

Background

The State Coastal Conservancy (Conservancy) negotiated an acquisition with Mr. Hainey, original subdivider to purchase his remaining interests.  In October 2000, the Conservancy authorized a grant of ten million dollars to the Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority (MRCA) for the acquisition of both fee title and easement areas within Los Angeles County Tract No. 10630. The purpose of the Coastal Conservancy’s grant was “for public access to Lechuza Beach”.  The acquisition of this property was completed ____. As a result of this project, there is a combination of public and private ownership
The Conservancy’s authorization included the condition that MRCA would submit a signing plan for the project and that MRCA would enter into a agreement with the Conservancy
Principles:
1. There is a substantial public investment in Lechuza Beach that will allow public access commensurate with the physical constraints of the site and the protection of the natural attributes.

2. There is a distinct neighborhood of private homes into which the public ownership is woven that will be expected to absorb some negative consequences of increased public use, but deserves to be protected against a disruptive or unreasonable volume of public use. This includes reasonable protection against invasion of the level of privacy enjoyed by most homeowners throughout the state.

3. The public as fee owners to the beach should not be given lesser access than public.

4. There are historical uses, including both public access and private rights that should be considered in the management of the site.

5. MCRA has title to the public property and will be expected to effectuate reasonable public access to and enjoyment of the site, with the concomitant obligation to provide and pay for management commensurate with need.

6. MEHOA represents the private owners and has a long, established history of managing the site, including the providence of some public access.
7. Enforcement of the interim plan will rely on the authorities of the Coastal Act and the existing Malibu Municipal Code

Site Description

Interim Access Plan

1. Signage:


MEHOA will remove existing signs that could be construed to discourage public access.


MRCA will develop signs that will be reviewed by MEHOA, Coastal Commission and the City of Malibu 

MRCA will post these signs at the Lot I gate, on the East Sea Level Gate

2. Rules:

· No commercial activities of any kind will be conducted on any MRCA owned properties or on any easement ways.

· No alcoholic beverages would be permitted on the numbered lots owned by the MRCA (easement lots such as Lot I are not to be used for public drinking, but residents may carry beverages between privately owned areas).

· No launching of motorized water craft.  Non-motorized watercraft such as kayaks to be permitted. 
· No trespassing permitted on private property.

· No fires.

· No camping or overnight stays.

· No firearms.

· No littering.  (Waste containers not permitted on sand areas or where visible to beach.)

· No Dogs pursuant to Malibu Municipal Code.

Areas of Disagreement

Next Steps


Permit application within next year to allow for improvements that will increase accessibility, including fulfilling opbligations under ADA, to be constructed by summer 2008. Deed rights for 4 handicapped spaces, additional parking along ___ and future improvements of Lot I.
New rules with new authorities
