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October 27, 2003

ARISH SHMPmrY

Mr. Paul Morabito

Chair. Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, California 94612

RE: Upper Newport Bay Ecosystem Restoration Project (INBERP)
Dear Mr. Morabito:

I am writing to urge you to allocate $12.5 million to the County of Orange for the U.S. Army
Corps-administered project known as the Upper Newport Bay Ecosystem Restoration Project.

As you know, the Upper Bay provides valuable habitat for a diverse array of migratory and
resident birds, fish, vertebrates. invertebrates and plants. The Restoration Project $33 million
project will increase open water and subtidal habitat area by increasing the capacity of sediment
basins within the Bay: improve tidal circulation and restore intertidal habitat: reduce predator
access to the marsh and California Least Tern nesting islands; and address the requirements of the
Sediment and Nutrient TMDLs for Newpori Bay.

Perhaps most importantly, the Upper Newport Bay Ecosystem Restoration Project includes an
ongoing maintenance dredging program to ensure that benefits of this effort will be maintained.
The City of Newport Beach and the Regional Board have already set-aside more than $3 million
towards this long-term dredging program.

The Upper Newport Bay Ecosystem Restoration Project is absolutely vital 1o the long-term
protection ol Upper Newport Bay, the largest functioning full tidal wetland in southern California.
[ urge your favorable consideration of this request for funding.

Sincerely,

RECEIVED
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Senator, 35th District
UAE
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Mr. Paul Morsbilo
Chair, Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
DOakland, California 94412

RE: Upper Newpornt Bay Ecozystem Restoration Project (UNBERP)
Dear Chair Morabilo;

I, Assemblyman John Camplell, offer my strong support of the Conservancy’s pending
consideration of allocating $12.5 million to the County of Orange for the US Army
Corps-administered project known as the Upper Newport Bay Ecosystem Restoration
Project. This Froject is vital 10 the long-term protection of Lipper Newport Bay, the
largest functioning full tdal wetland in southern Califsmia. It provides vatuable habitat
for & diverse array of migratory and resident binds, fish, verebrates, invertcbrates and
plints.

As your Conservancy Board is aware, this $33 million project — funded with a significan
federal share to meet the proposed $12.5 million state/local share — is-a resnlt of a Jong-
term parinesship between several agencies in the Newport Bay watershed, including the
titjes of Newpon Beuch, Irvine, Costa Mesy, Tustin, Lake Forest, Lagunia Woods, the
trvine Ranch Wuter Diswrict, the [rvine Company, the County of Orange, the Califorma
Regional Water Quality Control Board (Santa Any Region) and the California
Department of Fish and Game. The broad agency suppant s mirrored by broad publhc
supiport throughou! the watershed.

The Project will provide the following benefits - 1t will:

o Increase open wier mnd subtidal habiiat area by sigmificantly increasing the
capucity of sediment bisins within the Bay,

» Improve tidal cireuletion and restore intertidal habiat

» Reduce predator access to the marsh and California Leas) Tern nesting islands;
and

»  Directly addbess thé requirements of the Sediment iand Nutrient TMDLs for
Newport Bay.
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Importantly, the Project includes an ongomg maintenance dredging program 1o ehstre
that benefits of this specific effort will be maintained. The City and the Regional Bouard
have already set-aside more than $3 million towards this long-term dredging program.

Aguin, we respectfistly urge your Conservaney's support of this important allocation. We
look forward to working cooperatively with the Conservancy thd its stafT to sie the
Project through to completion.

I remain respectiully,

O

N CAMVRELL
blyman, 70™ District

ce: Members of the Newport Beuch City Council

RECEI\"L‘.I}
NOV 0 6 2003
COASTAL CONSERVANGY
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October 22, 2003

TR‘sH W&Pﬂw

Mr. Paul Morabito

Chair, Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway. Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Morabito:

As co-chairs of the Orange County Wetlands Recovery Project Task Force we are writing in
support of a grant for $200,000 to the WRP Science Advisory Panel (SAP). The SAP fulfills a
critical role in helping the WRP Managers Group and our individual task force make environmental
management decisions based on the best available science. The information and guidance they
provide help in setting task force goals and objectives and in prioritizing restoration, enhancement
and acquisition projects,

The SAP, through its work to develop a suite of tools for decision making and restoration
management, further helps the task force and participating organizations develop better projects and
ask appropriate science-based questions of project proponents. We also look forward to the project
and habitat monitoring tools under development by the SAP.

Through research, presentations at individual task force meetings and day-to-day availability to
answer questions and provide feedback, the SAP helps our task force and the WRP as a whole
accomplish its work more efficiently and effectively. Moreover, they can help us focus our efforts
where they will have the greatest impact and where successful restoration and preservation can
oceur.

Singgrely,
NE:W &m_ Jenu Lozt

THOMAS W. WILSON JEAN WATT
Chairman, Orange County Board of Supervisors Co-Chair, O.C. WRP Task Force
Co-Chair, O.C. WRP Task Force

RECTIVED
OCT 2 7 2003
COASTAL CONGEHVANUY

OAKLAND. CALIF
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CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

Mayor
Steven Bromberg

Mayor Pro Tem

Tod W. Ridgeway October 21, 2003
Council Members

Garold B. Adams
John Heffernan

Richard A. Nichols Mr' Paul Morabito

Gary L.Proctor  chajr Coastal Conservancy

DonWebb 1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Qakland, California 94612

+RISH Cialmar

VIA FACSIMILE: 510-286-0470
RE: Upper Newport Bay Ecosystem Restoration Project (UNBERP)
Dear Chair Morabito:

The City of Newport Beach offers its strong support of the Conservancy's
pending consideration of allocating $12.5 million to the County of Orange
for the US Army Corps-administered project known as the Upper Newport
Bay Ecosystem Restoration Project. This Project is vital to the long-term
protection of Upper Newport Bay, the largest functioning full tidal wetland
in southern California. It provides valuable habitat for a diverse array of
migratory and resident birds, fish, vertebrates, invertebrates and plants.

As your Conservancy Board is aware, this $33 million project -- funded
with a significant federal share to meet the proposed $12.5 million
state/local share - is a result of a long-term partnership between several
agencies in the Newport Bay watershed, including the cities of Newpaort
Beach, Irvine, Costa Mesa, Tustin, Lake Forest, Laguna Woods, the Irvine
Ranch Water District, the Irvine Company, the County of Orange, the
California Regional Water Quality Control Board (Santa Ana Region) and
the California Department of Fish and Game. The broad agency support
is mirrored by broad public support throughout the watershed.

The Project will provide the following benefits — it will:
« Increase open water and subtidal habitat area by significantly

increasing the capacity of sediment basins within the Bay;
« [mprove tidal circulation and restore intertidal habitat;

City Hall ® 3300 Newport Boulevard * Post Office Box 1768

Newport Beach, California 92658-8915 ¢ www.city.newport-beach.ca.us
(949) 644-3004
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* Reduce predator access to the marsh and California Least Tern
nesting islands; and

« Directly address the requirements of the Sediment and Nutrient
TMDLs for Newport Bay.

Importantly, the Project includes an ongoing maintenance dredging
program to ensure that benefits of this specific effort will be maintained.
The City and the Regional Board have already set-aside more than $3
million towards this long-term dredging program.

Again, we respectfully urge your Conservancy's support of this important
allocation. We look forward to working cooperatively with the
Conservancy and its staff to see the Project through to completion.

Sincerely,

cc:  Members of the Newport Beach City Council
Members of the Watershed Executive Committee

RECEIVET
OCT 2 7 2003

JUASTAL GON 14
OARLANELY (A )f
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QCTOBER 27, 2003

Paul Marablio

Chair, Coastal Conservangy
1330 Brondwuy, Sujte 1100
Ouakland, Calitornia 94612

Subject: Upper Newport Bay Ecosystem Restoration Project (UNBERP)
Dear Chair Morabito:

The City of lrvine offers its strang support of the Coustal Conservancy's pending
consideration of allocating $12.5 million to the County of Orange for the US Army
Corps-administered project kmown as the Upper Newport Bay Heosysiem Restoration
Project. This project 18 vilnl to the latig-terth protection of Upper Newport Biy, the
bargest functioning full tidal wetland wn Southem California. It provides valuable habitar
fora diverse mrray of migratory and resident hirds, fish, veriehrates, invertehrates and
plants,

Az vour Conservancy Board is aware, this 333 million project—funded with a significant
federal share to meet the proposed $12.5 million state/Tocal share--is the resull of a long-
rerm parinership batween severnl ngencies in the Newport Bay watershed, including the
Ciries of Irvine, Newport Beach, Costa Mesa, Tustin, Lake Forest, Laguna Woods, the
Irvine Ranch Water Distniet, The Irvine Company, the Cotmty of Orange; the California
Regionul Water Quality Control Board (Santa Ana Region), and the Califoriia
Depariment of Fish and Game. The broad agency support is mirrared by broad public
support throughout the watershed.

The project will provide the following bengfits:

o |Increase open water and subtidal habitat area by significantly increasing the
capacity of sediment busins within the Buy;

* lmprove tidal circulation wd restore intertidnl habitar;
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Poul Morabito
Oc¢tober 27, 2003
Page 2

*  Reduce preditor acoess W the marsh and Califormiy Least Tem nedting islands;
and

e Directly adidress the requirements of the Sediment and Nutriemt Total Maximum
Duily Louwds (TMDLs) lor Newport Bay.

This project also includes an engoing maintenance=dredging program to ensure that
benefits of this specific effort will be maintained,

Agaiti, we respectfully urge your Cotiservancy’s support of this important allocation. We
look forward to working cooperatively with the Conservancy and its stall (o see the
project through te completion.

Sincerely,

ce: Invine City Coungil
Watershed Exccutive Committee
Allison Hart, City Manager
Judy Vonada, Deputy ity Munuper
Marty Bryant, Acting Director of Public Works
Muark Cartoll, City Engineer
Drave Kiff, Newport Beach Assistant City Manager

RECEIVED
NOY 0 6 2003
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CITY OF LARE FOREST

EXHIBIT 2: Letters of Support
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Octoher 28, 2003

Maior

Richand T Bixon

Mayer Pro Tem

Mr. Paul Morabito Pedss Hererg
Chair, Coastal Conservancy o Rembis
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100 Hatheid Mecallough
Oakland, California 94812 g
TAISH Cafmsd W

Subject: Upper Newport Bay Ecosystem Restoration Project (UNBERP) Aol By sarlo o

Dear Chair Morabito;

As a shareholder in the watershad, the City of Lake Foresl offers its strong support
of the Conservancy’s consideration of allocating $12.5 miilion to the Counly of
Orange to implement the Upper Newport Bay Ecosystem Restoration Froject in
cooperation with the U.8. Army Corps of Engineers. This Project is vital to the
long-tarm protection of Upper Newport Bay. The Bay is the largest funclioning full
tidal welland in Southern California. [t provides valuable habitat for a diverse array
of migratary and resident birds, fish, vertebrates, invertebrates and plants.

The Conservancy Board is aware, this $33 million project is funded with a
significant Fedaral share to meet the proposed $12.5 million State and local share
Il is also the result of a long-term pannership between several agencies in the
Newport Bay watershed, including the City of Lake Forest and the cities of
Newport Beach, Irvine, Costa Mesa. Tustin, Santa Ana, Orange, Laguna Hills.
l.aguna Waoeds, the Irvine Ranch Water District, the Irvine Company, the Counly of
Orange, the California Regional Water Quality Control Beard (Santa Ana Region)
and the California Department of Fish and Game. Throughout the watershed, the
universal agency support is echoed by wide public support.

The Project Is expected to provide the following benefits:

» [ncrease open water and sublidal habital area by significantly increasing the
capacity of sediment basins within the Bay;
Improve tidal circulation and restore intertidal habitat;
Reduce predator access to the marsh and California Least Tern nesting
Istands; and

« Directly address the requirements of the Sediment and Nutrient TMDLs for
Newport Bay.

Additionally, the Projectincludes an ongoing maintenance dredging program (o
ensure that the realized benefits of this specific efforl will be maintained. The City
and the Regional Board have already set aside maore than $3 milllon towards this
long-term dredging program.

[T
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City of Lake Forest
Ocleber 28, 2003
Page 2

Again, your Conservancy's support of this impartant allocation is encouraged. We
look forward to working cooperatively with the Consarvancy and its staff to see the
through to completion.

raly yours, /)

5 (T, .
{f:ij/r’ Jfﬁ%
Richard T. Dixon
Mayor of Lake Forest

ce.  Members of the Lake Forest City Council
Members of the Watershed Exsoutive Commitles

F oo b Sty Lol e NS rEEL
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NOV 0 7 200

COAETAL CONSER .
ORKLAND, GaLte. "
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CITY of LAGUNA WOODS
Bert Hack

Mayar

o i October 21, 2003

Robert Bouer
Courcilmember m B EyerLE (48

Jan McLaoghlin <
Comneilmember Mr. Paul Morabito

Chair, Coastal Conservancy
br-Brends X% 1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Qakland, California 94612

Leslie A. Keane
City Manager
RE: Upper Newport Bay Ecosystem Restoration Project (UNBERP)

Dear Chair Morabito:

The City of Laguna Woods offers its strong support of the Conservancy's pending
consideration of allocating $12.5 million to the County of Orange for the US Army
Corps-administered project known as the Upper Newport Bay Ecosystem Restoration
Project. This Project is vital to the long-term protection of Upper Newport Bay, the
largest functioning full tidal wetland in southern California. It provides valuable
habitat for a diverse array of migratory and resident birds, fish, vertebrates,
invertebrates and plants.

As your Conservancy Board is aware, this $33 million project -- funded with a
significant federal share to meet the proposed $12.5 million state/local share -- is a
result of a long-term partnership between several agencies in the Newport Bay
watershed, including the cities of Newport Beach, Irvine, Costa Mesa, Tustin, Lake
Forest, Laguna Woods, the Irvine Ranch Water District, the Irvine Company, the
County of Orange, the California Regional Water Quality Control Board (Santa Ana
Region) and the California Department of Fish and Game. The broad agency support
is mirrored by broad public support throughout the watershed.

The Project will provide the following benefits - it will:

e Increase open water and subtidal habitat area by significantly increasing the
capacity of sediment basins within the Bay;
Improve tidal circulation and restore intertidal habitat:
Reduce predator access to the marsh and California Least Tern nesting islands:
and

e Directly address the requirements of the Sediment and Nutrient TMDLs for
Newport Bay.

24204 El Toro Road . Laguna Woods, CA 92653 4 Phone (949) 639-0500 , Fax (949) 639-0591 . Webuite: www.lagunawoodscity.org
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P. Morabito
October 21, 2003

Page 2

Importantly, the Project includes an ongoing maintenance dredging program to ensure
that benefits of this specific effort will be maintained.

The City of Laguna Woods urges Conservancy's support of Upper Newport Bay
Ecosystem Restoration Project. We look forward to working cooperatively with all of
the agencies involved to see this important project through to completion.

Sincerely,

(jw{& Uwe

Leslie Keane
City Manager

cc:  Members, Laguna Woods Water Quality Commitiee

—

LEIVED
0CT 2 4 20m
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OAKLAND, GALIF. i

Page 12 of 18



EXHIBIT 2: Letters of Support

October 22, 2003

Newport Bay
Mr. Paul Morabito
Chair, Coastal Conservancy

1330 Broadway, Suite 1100

Nalura]is|5oakl&ﬂd.caﬁf0rﬂia 94612
& Friends-TRsH CHyémaw

RE. Upper Newport Bay Ecosystem Restoration Project (UNBERP)
Dear Chair Morabito,

The Newport Bay Naturalists and Friends (NBNF) strongly support the
Conservancy’s consideration of $12.5 million allocation to the County of Orange for
the US Army Corps-administered project known as the Upper Newport Bay
Ecosystem Restoration Project. Having a close working relationship with the bay, the
NBNF understands the importance of this project to the long-term protection of
Upper Newport Bay. This tidal wetland provides valuable habitat for a diverse array
of migratory and resident birds, fish, vertebrates, invertebrates and plants.

As we lead tours through the area, we point out to the visitors that the biggest threat

to the bay is sedimentation. Without projects like this, the Newport Bay would

quickly become a meadow. This project will:

* Increase open water and sub-tidal habitat area by significantly increasing the
capacity of sediment basins within the Bay
Improve tidal circulation and restore inter-tidal habitat

* Reduce predator access to the marsh and California Least Tern nesting islands

* Directly address the requirements of the Sediment and Nutrient TMDLs for
Newport Bay.

With broad public, agency. and city support, coupled with Conservancy support, this
critically needed project can move forward. To ensure that benefits of this specific
effort will be maintained, efforts are being made up stream to reduce sediment flow
into the bay and this Project includes an ongoing maintenance dredging program

We respectfully urge, on behalf of the “critters” of and visitors to the Upper Newport
Bay, your Conservancy's support of this important allocation. We are available to the
Conservancy and its staff to assist in moving this Project through to completion

Sincerely,

ack Keati E

EGEIVET
President, Newport Bay Naturalists and Friends RECEIVE

00T 2 7 2003

Newport Beach, U .

CA 92660 GUAS TAL CUNSE Y Anca
; ! ALIF.

949.640.6746 OAKLAND, CALI

www.newpo rthay.c Mg
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FHBP Board Of Directors:

Jean Wal, President
Alice Sorenson, Vice President
Don Thomas, Treasurer
Carchm Wood. Secretary
Gy Boon

Debra Clarke

Howard DeCruvensere
Matilyn Carah|

Sandy Genis

Shirley Grindle

Bol Joseph

Cliristopher Koontz
Paud Mixlge,

Kathie Matsiwama
Stephame Pacheco
Theress Sears

Nancy Skinner

Cormle Spenger

Brenda Stoutfer

Dick Zembal

Supporting

Armiqos de Bolsa Chica

Audibon, Sea & Sage Chapter

Bolsa Chica Land Trust

Caspers Wilderness Park
Volurteers

Equestriun Coalition of O,C.

Ernironimerital Nature Ceniter

Hurtington Beh Wetlands Corr
senancy & Wikilife Care Centar

Laguna Carwen Consenvancy

Lagurm Carmon Fourdation

Laguna Greenbelt, biv.

MNewpart Consenvancy

Sierra Club, Orange 6}‘." Group

Sottheast Flurtington Beach
Homecwners

Surfrickers Founelation,
Newport Beach Chapter

St Polluting Our Newport

Upper Bay Natuialists & Frien

Wiklorness Park Tist, Fund

Advisory Board

Marian Bergesan

Connie Beardinan

Marihm Brewer

Riesy 8 lse Burnes

Laura Cohen

Joe Dunn

Roger Faubel

Loutse Groeley

Tom Harman

Evelyn Hart

Jack Keating

Vie Lairwia

Muin Rawl

Claire Schilotferteck

Dran Silver

Jack Skinner M.D.

Jan Vandersloot, M.D

Posit Ciifice Box 9258
Newnoirt Beach, CA 92658-3256
743-359-3659
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October 24, 2003

Mr Paul Morabito

Chair, Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Qakland, California 94612

TRISU ClpPumm
RE: Upper Newport Bay Ecosystem Restoration Project

Dear Chair Morabito:

The Friends of Harbors, Beaches and Parks offers our strong
support of the Coastal Conservancy Board's pending consideration
of approval of a $12.5 million grant to the County of Orange for the
Upper Newport Bay Ecosystem Restoration Project. This Project is
vital to the long-term ecosystem health of Upper Newport Bay, the
largest functioning full tidal wetland in southern California. It
provides valuable habitat for an incredible array of migratory and
resident birds, fish, vertebrates, invertebrates and plants.

As your Conservancy Board is aware, this $33 million project --
funded with a significant federal share to meet the proposed $12.5
million state/local share — is a result of a long-term partnership
between several agencies in the Newport Bay watershed, including
the cities of Newport Beach, Irvine, Costa Mesa, Tustin, Santa Ana,
Lake Forest, Orange, Laguna Hills, Laguna Woods, the Irvine
Ranch Water District, the Irvine Company, the County of Orange,
the California Regional Water Quality Control Board (Santa Ana
Region) and the California Department of Fish and Game. The
broad agency support is mirrored by broad public support
throughout the watershed.

The Project will provide multiple benefits including: increasing apen
water and subtidal habitat area by significantly increasing the
capacity of sediment basins within the Bay; improving tidal
circulation and restoring intertidal habitat, reducing predator access
to the marsh and California Least Tern nesting islands; and directly
addressing the requirements of the Sediment and Nutrient TMDLs
for Newport Bay.
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Importantly, the Project includes an ongoing maintenance dredging program by
the City of Newport Beach and the Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control
Board to ensure that benefits of this specific effort will be maintained.

Again, we respectfully urge your Conservancy's support of this impartant grant.

Sincerely,

}d/&u 7/ Z&ZZZ"

Jean H. Watt, President

Friends of Harbors, Beaches & Parks
Co-Chair, Orange County Task Force
Southern California Wetlands Recovery Project

LUASTAL GONSERY,
UAKLAND, CALIF
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October 23, 2003

Mr. Paul Morabito

Chair, Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, California 94612

A RIS H i 4P ar’

RE: Upper Newport Bay Ecosystem Restoration Project
Dear Chair Morabito:

| am writing to express my support for the Conservancy's pending consideration
of allocating $12.5 million for the US Army Corps-administered project known
as the Upper Newport Bay Ecosystem Restoration Project. This Project is vital
to the long-term protection of Upper Newport Bay, the largest functioning full
tidal wetland in southern California. It provides valuable habitat for a diverse
array of migratory and resident birds, fish, vertebrates, invertebrates and plants.

As the Conservancy is aware, this $33 million project - funded with a
significant federal share (over $20 million) to match the proposed $12.5 million
state/local share -- is a result of a long-term partnership between several
agencies in the watershed, including the cities of Newport Beach, Irvine,
Costa Mesa, Tustin, Santa Ana, Lake Forest, Orange, Laguna Hills, Laguna
Woods, the Irvine Ranch Water District, the Irvine Company, the County of
Orange, the California Regional Water Quality Control Board (Santa Ana
Region) and the California Department of Fish and Game. As a local
constituent that regularly paddles the Upper Bay along with thousands of other
local supporters, | urge your support.

This Project will provide the following benefits:
e Increase open water and subtidal habitat area by significantly

increasing the capacity of sediment basins within the Bay;
« Improve tidal circulation and restore intertidal habitat;
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Mr. Paul Morabito
Page 2

» Reduce predator access to the marsh and California Least Tern nesting
islands; and

¢ Directly address the requirements of the Sediment and Nutrient
TMDLs for Newport Bay.

Importantly, the Project also includes an ongoing maintenance dredging
program to ensure that benefits of this specific effort will be maintained.
The City of Newport Beach and the Regional Water Quality Control Board
have already set-aside more than $3 million towards this long-term
dredging program.

Again, | respectfully urge your Conservancy's support of this important
allocation. | look forward to the work by the Corps, the Conservancy and
its staff to see the Project through to completion.

Sincerely,

Michael Wellborn
9840 La Amapola
Fountain Valley, CA
92708-5129

RECEIVED
0CT 27 2003

LUAS TAL GUNGERVANLY
CIAKLAND, CALIF
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Panasonic TRDAFRX FHONE NO. -

John F. Skinner, M.D.
1724 Highland Drive

Newport Beach, California 92660
Phone/Fax (949) 650-5588

Jskinnermd@aol.com

October 30, 2003

Mr, Paul Morabito

Chair, Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612

Oect. 38 2063 @9:176M P2

DIMLOMATE
AMIRICAN NOARD OF INTRRNAL MEDICING

RE: The Importance of the Upper Newport Bay Ecosystem Restoration Project

Dear Mr, Morabito:

I serve as the environmental representative on the Newport Bay Watershed Management
Committee and also as a member of Stop Polluting Our Newport (SPON), an environmental

group committed to protecting Newport Bay.

Tt is common knowledge that the major threat to the preservation of the Upper Newport Bay
Ecological Reserve is sediment entering Upper Newport Bay from the San Diego Creek
watershed - an area covering 152 squarc miles in central Orange County. Newport Beach, the
upstream cities, the county, and the Irvine Company have worked assiduously to reduce the
amount of sediment entering Newport Bay during major storm events.

However, without periodic dredging to preserve open water and maintain tidal eirculation, T am
concerned that valuable tidal wetlands will be lost due to sediment deposition. These wetlands
currently provide habitat for wildlife inicluding migratory birds and resident birds such as the

endangered Clapper Rail, fish, and a varicty of plant species.

For the above reasons, 1 respectfully urge the Coastal Conservancy Board to approve a
$12.5 million grant to assist in the future dredging program in order to preserve the Newport

Bay Ecological Reserve for future generations.

Sincerely,

%%N,wz.%w

I'. SKINNER, M.D.
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