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Paul Morabito, Chairman
State Constal Conservangy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oadeland, California 94612

Yaear Mr. Morabito:

I ary wriling to express my support for the application submitted by the Marin Resource
Conscrvation [strict (MRCTD), for the Tomales Bay Watershed Enhancement Progran.
Tomales Ray, home to many speeies ol fish, bird and marine invertebrates, is currently
afteeted by sediniont and mutricnis from its tributary streams,

10 is vy undorstanding diat with this funding, the MRCD will assist proporty-owners in
implementing restoration projoects that will result In frproved wiater quality and habitat
conditions in Tornales Bay. This project will help agdeullural landowners reduge non-
point sources of water pollution, minitnixing the amount of sedimentation in the Bay, in a
cost-efficient and cxpedient manner. The reduclion of sediment and nutrient levels inta
the gtraam channels will have o very positive impact on wildlife.

This project witt greally banofit the 6™ Congrossional District and ! urge you to give (his

application your full and careful eonsideration, 1 you have any questions or comments,
mease coptact Slephande Kenny in my Santa Rosa office at (707) 342-7182,

Sincorely,

Heprrit Onousy

Lynn Woolsey
Maombeor of Cornpross
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June 2, 2004

Paul Morabitoe, Chairman
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA. 964612

Dear Chairman Morabito:

I am writing to give my full support to the Tomales Bay Watershed Enhancement Program. The
$600,000 proposal submitted to the State Coastal Conservancy by the Marin Resource
Conservation District (RCD) will assist landowners in implementing restoration projects that will
result in improved water quality and habitat conditions in Tomales Bay.

Tomales Bay is one of California’s most important coastal resources. Although the Bay retains
high water quality and invaluable habitat for many species of fish, bird, and marine invertebrates,
it is affected by nutrients and sediment from its tributary streams.

The Marin RCD has selected a list of 16 pre-approved conservation practices designed to
improve water quality and wildlife habitat as well as reduce sedimentation of the Bay. The
proposed 16 practices have been approved through the Conservancy-funded Marin Coastal
Watersheds Permit Coordination Program, a program designed as a one-stop shopping for
regulatory permits on conservation practices. This program allows restoration and erosion
control to proceed in a more cost-efficient and expedient manner. It is anticipated that the
marriage of the two programs will yield restoration actions within 1 year versus the typical 3-
year timeframe. The proposal also takes the first step toward restoration action since the
Conservancy-funded Tomales Bay Watershed Stewardship Plan was completed in July 2003.
Specifically, the Plan calls to “Support implementation of practices and projects that will reduce
non-point sources of water pollution and enhance habitats in Tomales Bay and its watershed.”

The proposed projects will allow many agricultural landowners to continue their efforts in
working toward this goal while keeping the local agricultural economy viable. I would greatly
appreciate your support of this proposal from the Marin RCD.

Sincerely,

ot

Printed on Recycled Paper
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Qi California Regional Water Quality Control Board

San Francisco Bay Region

Terry Tamminen 1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400, Cakland, California 94612 Amald BG‘:‘,:;;‘:"‘““
Secretary for (510) 622-2300 * Fax (510) 622-2460
Environmental http:fiwww.swrch.ca. gov/irwieb2
Protection

Date: June 1, 2004
File No. 2158.02 (DEH)

Post-it* Fax Note 7671 |Dae g # ot
Mr. Paul Morabito, Chairman To 2 ol L Fro 4/57 lpagﬂsb =<
State Coastal Conservancy CoJfept. . Co. = '
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100 rCpardd Gy ﬁ,,on;‘ﬂ L)l 2
Oakland, CA 94612 T ﬂ#ﬂ’# E2L 7 RIEZ
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Re: Tomales Bay Watershed Enhancement Program Proposal
Dear Chairman Morabito:

This letter is in support of the Marin Resource Conservation District (MRCD)’s request for
Coastal Conservancy funding for the Tomales Bay Watershed Enhancement Program. We
believe that funding this program will result in significant improvements to water quality and
habitat in the Lagunitas and Walker Creek watersheds and in Tomales Bay. This is an important
resource area in our region, and many of our staff have worked closely with the MRCD over a
number of years to implement restoration and enhancement programs. We are currently working
- with MRCD on their proposed permit coordination program, which we believe is an important
opportunity to encourage further conservation and restoration activities by private landowners.

The MRCD has initiated and carried out a wide variety of restoration projects, agricultural best
management practices, and outreach programs that have had direct impacts on water gquality
improvements and economic sustainability as well as promoting a strong environmental ethic in
the coastal Marin watersheds. The MRCD is the main force behind watershed restoration efforts
in Chileno, Walker, and Stemple Creek watersheds. Additionally, they are a strong partner in
watershed efforts in Lagunitas and Olema Creeks and Tomales Bay. For example, we have been
tremendously impressed with their efforts in the Chileno Valley watershed, where they have
successfully worked with local landowners 1o develop and implement a vision for restoring a
severely degraded stream systemn. The MRCD has gained the respect of all parties in the greater
Tomales Bay Watershed and been a catalyst for change. Additionally, the MRCD Board stands
out as a strong and cohesive working partnership that has successfully proposed, nurtured, and
carried out many successful projects. They have fostered an attitude of environmental
stewardship among their constituents, where historically there has been much conflict between
different interest groups. This stewardship ethic is particularly important in the West Marin
coastal watershed, which is an area of incomparable envirenmental value and a recreational and
aesthetic resource for the whole Bay Area.

1
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Tomales Bay Watershed Enhancement Program 6/1/04

Funding of this proposal will allow the MRCD to continue their excellent work in the Tomales
Bay Watershed and will contribute materially to the successful implementation of the Tomales
Bay Watershed Stewardship Plan, Walker Creck Watershed Plan, and Lagunitas Creek

Watershed Improvement Program. We fully support this proposal to the State Coastal
Conservancy.

If you have any questions, please contact Dale Hopkins at (510) 622-2362, or via e-mail at
drh@rb2.swreb.ca.gov,

Sincerely,

Y

Wil Bruhns, Division Chief
North Bay Watershed Division

ok TOTAL PAGE.BZ #ok
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May 26, 2004

Paul Morabito. Chairman
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA. 94612

Dear Chairman Morabito.,

Marin Agricultural Land Trust supports the efforts of landowners to restore and protect
Marin’s natural resources through the $600,000 proposal submitted by the Marin Resource
Conservation District. Landowners often desire to improve conditions on their property but
lack sufficient funds to address problems that have arisen. This is especially true for
agricultural producers who frequently receive modest incomes for their efforts. If granted,
these funds will allow landowners to implement projects that improve water quality and
habitat conditions in local streams and in Tomales Bay, while also helping agricultural
producers to remain viable.

The Marin RCD has a well-established history of successful project implementation and we
support their continued efforts. Further, the Conservancy-funded Marin Coastal Watersheds
Permit Coordination Program will greatly increase the efficiency of project implementation
and encourage more landowners to pursue conservation actions.

The Marin RCD proposal is an important step toward reducing water pollution and enhancing
habitats within the Tomales Bay watershed, a vital goal for the region as reflected in the
Tomales Bay Watershed Stewardship Plan completed in July 2003, We urge the Conservancy
to approve the proposal.

Sincerely,

Rt B

Robert Berner
Executive Director
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TAL CONSERVANGY
COFESKLAND, GALI

rrage o oy /



AE/BE/ 28684

13:39

EXHIBIT 5: Letters of Support

415-566-A155 THE EAY INSTITUTE PaGE

"The Bay Institute

FProtecting and Restoring San Francisco Bay from the Sizrra io the Sea

500 Palm Drive, Suite 200 « Movalp, CA 94949
ALIS080150 « fax 415-506-0155 « www. bay.org - bayinfo @ bay.org

BOARD OF DIRLCTORS

Rebert /. Evickson, Chair
Ozell Austin
Eruce Bovhle

Arthur Brunwessor

Harrisor: C (*Hup') Dhreming

Namey Carlson
Carol K. Lind
Karen E. Losee
John C. Racan:lli
June Rogers

C. John Suen
Antfemy Saridi‘;ﬁy
Mick Wilcex

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Gran! Des

FOUNDER
Bill Davoren

! June 8, 2004
Paul Morabito, Chairman
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
QOakland, CA. 94612

Dear Chairman Morabito,

On behalf of board and staff of The Bay Institute (TBI), I am writing this
letter to convey our enthusiastic support for the Marin Resource
Conservation District’s (MRCIDY's) proposal to the California State Coastal
Conservancy (CSCC) for the Tomales Bay Watershed Enhancement
Program. TBI has worked closely with the MRCD for six years to
implement student-based riparian restoration through our Students and
Teachers Restoring a Watershed (STRAW) Project. This partnership has
been of great mutual benefit, enabling the two organizations to meet
shared restoration objectives as well as providing watershed education for
Marin County students and land improvements for rural landowners. The
MRCD has the highest standards for completing successful restoration on
ranchlands, and we are confident that the $600,000 proposal submitted by
the MRCD to the CSCC will result in restoration projects that contribute to
improved water quality and habitat conditions in Tomales Bay.

The proposal uniquely combines restoration actions on tributaries to
Tomales Bay with the MRCD's Marin Coastal Watersheds Permit
Coordination Program. A list of 16 conservation practices has already been
approved through this Conservancy-funded permitting program, designed
to provide one-stop shopping for regulatory permits to allow restoration
and erosion control to proceed in a cost-efficient and expedient manner.
With this program in place, the MRCD will anticipates the ability to .
implement restoration projects within one year rather than the typical
three—yg\ar Hmeframe.

1so takes the first step toward restoration action since the
funded Tomales Bay Watershed Stewardship Plan was
y 2003, The Plan calls to “support implementation of
ojects that will reduce nonpoint sources of water pollution
itats in Tomales Bay and its watershed.” The proposed
low many agricultural landowners to continue their efforts
he goals of the Plan while keeping the local
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May 19, 2004

Paul Morabite, Chairman
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oskiand, CA. 964612

RE. - Suppeort for Marin County Resouree Conservation District's request for funds
for the Tomales Bay Watershed Enhancement Program :

Dear Chaitman Morapito, .

I am pleased to provide & letter supporting West Marin lahdowners and their efforts to
restore Marin's natural resources via the Tomales Bay Watershed Enhancement
Program. The $600,000 proposal submitted by the Marin Resourte Conservation
District will. assist landowners in Implementing restoration projects that will result In
improvad water quality and habitat eonditions in Tomales Bay.

Tomales Bay is one of California’s most important eoagtal resources. Although the

Bay retains high water quality and invaluable habitat for many species of figh, bird,

and marine Invertebrates, it is affectsd by nutrients and eediment from its tributary
© streams, . i ‘

This project will implement 16 highly benéficial practices which have besn approved
through the Conservancy-fundad Marin Coastal Watersheds Permit Coordination
Frogram, a program designed as a one-&fop shopping for regulatory permits on ,
congervation prastices. The proposal will reduce non-point sources-of water poliution
and will enharce habitats around Tomalas Bay, both of which are fop priorities in the
. Conservancy-funded Tomales Bay Watershed Stewardship Pian completed in July
2003. A -
The Marin RCD ls highly qualified to carty out these improvements, and has
established an outstanding record of sucgess in the watershed. The proposed
projects will allow many agricuitural landowners to continue their efforts to improvs
water quality while also keeping the local ggriculiural gconomy viable, This proposal
will o a productive investment of the Cengservancy’s funds, and | urge you 1o provide

the highest level of support possibla, . 7.

i

Sincerely, .

\\M'h'stave}(insey‘ S ! “ l r) "‘(” “,“..\‘ v;.‘ ‘; Mty \< fivooe et Sty ot ‘. ¢
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Officehaldur IDF 7053 ¢

O printed en meptli puger
A

Page 7 of 7



