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November 3, 2004

Ms. Brenda Buxton

CA State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway Suite 1100
Oakland CA 94612

Subject: San Francisco Estuary Watersheds Evaluation project

Dear Brenda,

Staff from the Center for Ecosystem Management and Restoration (CEMAR)
contacted me regarding the proposed San Francisco Estuary Watersheds
Evaluation project. I understand that the Conservancy soon will
consider awarding a grant to fund this effort.

The project would use criteria developed by a Technical Advisory
Committee to inform the issue of restoring steelhead in Bay Area
streams. Based on my understanding of the project, I believe it has
the potential to advance steelhead restoration by: 1. generating and
synthesizing information related to steelhead resources, such as
hydrologic data and population status determinations; 2. providing
grant reviewers and other decision-makers with guidance regarding the
relative efficiency of expenditures on restoration activities; and 3.
contributing to the process of creating recovery strategy for Bay Area
steelhead.

We are looking at our beneficial use designations in the San Francisco
Bay Basin Plan, and the information developed as part of this project
could provide documentation necessary to designate both potential and
existing beneficial uses related to cold freshwater habitat and
preservation of rare, threatened, and endangered species.

This letter affirms my support for the Conservancy undertaking this
project via its contractors at CEMAR. Please contact me at your
convenience with questions or comments concerning this matter.
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November 5, 2004

Ms. Brenda Buxton

CA State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway Suite 1100
Oakland CA 94612

RE: San Francisco Estuary Watersheds Evaluation project

Dear Brenda,

Staff from the Center for Ecosystem Management and Restoration (CEMAR) contacted
me regarding the proposed San Francisco Estuary Watersheds Evaluation project. I
understand that the Conservancy soon will consider awarding a grant to fund this effort.

The project would use criteria developed by a Technical Advisory Committee to inform
the issue of restoring steelhead in Bay Area streams. Based on my understanding of the
project, I believe it has the potential to advance steelhead restoration by: 1) generating
and synthesizing information related to steelhead resources, such as hydrologic data and
population status determinations; 2) providing grant reviewers and other decision-makers
with guidance regarding the relative efficiency of expenditures on restoration activities;
and 3) contributing to the process of creating recovery strategy for Bay Area steclhead.

I would support the Conservancy undertaking this project through its contractors at
CEMAR. Please contact me if you would like to discuss this matter further.

Sincerely,
Steve Rothert

Associate Director,
Dams Program
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