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The Campaign for Sensible Transportation
P.O. Box 604, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 — 831 · 425 · 0665 — www.sensibletransportation.org

Participating Organizations: Fishhook Neighbors ❖ Santa Cruz Friends Meeting ❖ Sierra Club ❖ National Bicycle Greenway

Aptos Neighbors Board of Directors ❖ The Coalition for the Environment and Jewish Life ❖ Mission Pedestrian ❖ People Power

November 15, 2005

Douglas Bosco, Chairman
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Support for acquisition of the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line

Dear Mr. Bosco:

The Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission (SCCRTC) is currently
negotiating with Union Pacific to purchase the Santa Cruz Branch Line right-of-way for
future transportation purposes, including a bicycle and pedestrian path. This rail right-of-
way forms an essential transportation link that runs for 32 miles between Watsonville and
Davenport along our coastline. It runs through the most heavily populated portions of our
county.

It currently is used three or four times per week by Union Pacific freight trains that

mainly serve the Davenport cement plant, but not for any other purpose.

The Campaign for Sensible Transportation is strongly supportive of the efforts by the
SCCRTC to acquire the Union Pacific right-of-way. We understand that a request has been
made to the Coastal Conservancy by the SCCRTC for a Reimbursable Grant to aid in the
acquisition process. We urge that such a grant be awarded.

One of the goals of the Campaign for Sensible Transportation is to support multiple
means of transportation, including bus, rail, bicycle, pedestrian and car, so as to provide a
balanced, workable system that serves all county residents and reduces our dependence on
the automobile.

Now is clearly the right time to accomplish the acquisition of the Santa Cruz Branch
Line corridor. We hope you agree.

Sincerely,

Peter Scott, for
The Campaign for Sensible Transportation

cc: SCCRTC
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   224 Walnut Ave., Suite C, CA  95060
   831-425-0665            831-234-7034

11/14/05

November 7, 2005

Doug Bosco, Chair
Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Santa Cruz County Friends of the Rail Trail (FORT) support for SCCRTC’s
Request for a Coastal Conservancy Reimbursable Grant for Acquisition of the
Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line

Dear Mr. Bosco:

The Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission (SCCRTC) is
negotiating with Union Pacific to purchase the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line right-
of-way for future transportation purposes including a bicycle and pedestrian path.
We/I(or organization name) encourage(s) your approval of SCCRTC’s request for
a Coastal Conservancy Reimbursable Grant to ensure acquisition of the Santa
Cruz Branch Rail Line.

The right-of-way acquisition will preserve the 32 mile corridor for future
transportation services, and help ensure the construction of bicycle and
pedestrian facilities adjacent to the rail line.  Acquisition of the Santa Cruz Branch
Rail Line is a vital element of the Central California Coast region’s efforts to
provide multi-modal solutions to its significant transportation problems.  This
right-of-way will be used to ease congestion on Santa Cruz County’s most
heavily traveled corridor and improve access to many popular coastal
destinations.

Sincerely,

David Wright
Chairperson
FORT
cc: SCCRTC

Exhibit 4:  Letters of Support and Opposition



Exhibit 4:  Letters of Support and Opposition



Exhibit 4:  Letters of Support and Opposition



Exhibit 4:  Letters of Support and Opposition



Exhibit 4:  Letters of Support and Opposition



Exhibit 4:  Letters of Support and Opposition



Exhibit 4:  Letters of Support and Opposition



Exhibit 4:  Letters of Support and Opposition



Exhibit 4:  Letters of Support and Opposition



Exhibit 4:  Letters of Support and Opposition



Exhibit 4:  Letters of Support and Opposition



Exhibit 4:  Letters of Support and Opposition



Exhibit 4:  Letters of Support and Opposition



Exhibit 4:  Letters of Support and Opposition



Exhibit 4:  Letters of Support and Opposition



Exhibit 4:  Letters of Support and Opposition



Exhibit 4:  Letters of Support and Opposition



 
 
 
 
 
November 7, 2005 
 
Doug Bosco, Chair 
Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100 
Oakland, CA 94612 
Fax: 510-286-0470 
 
Re: Support for SCCRTC’s Request for a Coastal Conservancy Reimbursable Grant for 

Acquisition of the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco: 
 
The Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission (SCCRTC) is negotiating with 
Union Pacific to purchase the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line right-of-way for future transportation 
purposes including a bicycle and pedestrian path.  I encourage your approval of SCCRTC’s 
request for a Coastal Conservancy Reimbursable Grant to ensure acquisition of the Santa Cruz 
Branch Rail Line. 
 
The right-of-way acquisition will preserve the 32 mile corridor for future transportation services, 
and help ensure the construction of bicycle and pedestrian facilities adjacent to the rail line.  
Acquisition of the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line is a vital element of the Central California Coast 
region’s efforts to provide multi-modal solutions to its significant transportation problems.  This 
right-of-way will be used to ease congestion on Santa Cruz County’s most heavily traveled 
corridor and improve access to many popular coastal destinations. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sheila Borgman 
Capitola, CA 
 
cc: SCCRTC 
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Peter Beckmann 
104 Bronson Street #6 
Santa Cruz, CA 95062 
 
November 15, 2005 
 
Doug Bosco, Chair 
Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100 
Oakland, CA 94612 
Fax: 510-286-0470 
 
Re: My support for SCCRTC’s Request for a Coastal Conservancy Reimbursable Grant for 

Acquisition of the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco: 
 
The Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission (SCCRTC) is negotiating with 
Union Pacific to purchase the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line right-of-way for future transportation 
purposes including a bicycle and pedestrian path.  We/I(or organization name) encourage(s) your 
approval of SCCRTC’s request for a Coastal Conservancy Reimbursable Grant to ensure 
acquisition of the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line. 
 
The right-of-way acquisition will preserve the 32 mile corridor for future transportation services, 
and help ensure the construction of bicycle and pedestrian facilities adjacent to the rail line.  
Acquisition of the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line is a vital element of the Central California Coast 
region’s efforts to provide multi-modal solutions to its significant transportation problems.  This 
right-of-way will be used to ease congestion on Santa Cruz County’s most heavily traveled 
corridor and improve access to many popular coastal destinations. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Peter Beckmann 
 
cc: SCCRTC 
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Doug Bosco, Chair 
Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100 
Oakland, CA 94612 
Fax: 510-286-0470 
 
Karen Kefauver 
908-A King St. 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
(831) 459-7633 
 
November 14, 2005 
 
Re: Support for SCCRTC’s Request for a Coastal Conservancy Reimbursable Grant for 

Acquisition of the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco: 
 
I have lived in Santa Cruz since 1993 and love the close-knit community here. I particularly 
appreciate this city’s attention to its increasing traffic problems and its willingness to work to 
improve traffic flow by designing innovative commuting solutions. I believe it is of urgent 
importance to acquire the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line and that is why I am writing to you: to 
seek your approval of SCCRTC’s request for a Coastal Conservancy Reimbursable Grant to 
ensure acquisition of the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line. 
 
The Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission (SCCRTC) is negotiating with 
Union Pacific to purchase the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line right-of-way for future transportation 
purposes including a bicycle and pedestrian path.  
 
The right-of-way acquisition will preserve the 32-mile corridor for future transportation services, 
and help ensure the construction of bicycle and pedestrian facilities adjacent to the rail line. This 
right-of-way will be used to ease congestion on Santa Cruz County’s most heavily traveled 
corridor. What that means to me, and to those of  us who live in this wonderful area, is that we, 
may continue to access our treasured beaches, redwoods and, yes, jobs, by commuting on our 
bicycles or by walking in order to enjoy exercise and prevent further traffic entanglements which 
are beginning to deterioriate the quality of life that we cherish here. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Karen Kefauver 
 
cc: SCCRTC 
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From: John Borgman [john@tdrdata.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2005 12:51 PM
To: jcard@scc.ca.gov
Cc: ccaletti@sccrtc.org
Subject: Letter to Coastal Conservancy

November 7, 2005

Doug Bosco, Chair
Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612
Fax: 510-286-0470

I support for SCCRTC's Request for a Coastal Conservancy Reimbursable Grant
for Acquisition of the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line

Dear Mr. Bosco:

The Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission (SCCRTC) is
negotiating with Union Pacific to purchase the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line
right-of-way for future transportation purposes including a bicycle and
pedestrian path.  I encourage your approval of SCCRTC's request for a
Coastal Conservancy Reimbursable Grant to ensure acquisition of the Santa
Cruz Branch Rail Line.

The right-of-way acquisition will preserve the 32 mile corridor for future
transportation services, and help ensure the construction of bicycle and
pedestrian facilities adjacent to the rail line.  Acquisition of the Santa
Cruz Branch Rail Line is a vital element of the Central California Coast
region's efforts to provide multi-modal solutions to its significant
transportation problems.  This right-of-way will be used to ease congestion
on Santa Cruz County's most heavily traveled corridor and improve access to
many popular coastal destinations.

Sincerely,

John Borgman
107 Washburn Avenue
Capitola, CA 95010

cc:     SCCRTC
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From: Barbara Duron [mambo@ucsc.edu]
Sent: Wednesday, November 16, 2005 11:59 AM
To: jcard@scc.ca.gov
Subject: Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line

  Mr. Doug Bosco, Chair, Coastal Conservancy

RE: my support for SCCRTC's Request for a Coastal Conservancy Reimbursable 
Grant for Acquisition of the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line

Dear Mr. Bosco:

The Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission (SCCRTC) is 
negotiating with Union Pacific to purchase the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line 
right-of-way for future transportation purposes including a bicycle and 
pedestrian path. I strongly encourage your approval of SCCRTC's request for 
a Coastal Conservancy Reimbursable Grant to ensure acquisition of the Santa 
Cruz Branch Rail Line.

The right-of-way acquisition will preserve the 32 mile corridor for future 
transportation services, and help ensure the construction of bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities adjacent to the rail line.  Acquisition of the Santa 
Cruz Branch Rail Line is a vital element of the Central California Coast 
region's efforts to provide multi-modal solutions to its significant 
transportation problems.  This right-of-way will be used to ease congestion 
on Santa Cruz County's most heavily traveled corridor and improve access to 
many popular coastal destinations. I am an avid cyclist and a member of the 
Santa Cruz County Cycling Club. Thank you for your serious consideration.

Sincerely,

Barbara J. Duron
117 Alta Avenue
Santa Cruz, CA 95060

cc:        SCCRTC
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From: Herb Greenfield [hngreenfield@msn.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 16, 2005 11:43 AM 
To: jcard@scc.ca.gov 
Cc: ccaeltti@sccrtc.org 
Subject: Reimbursable Loan To Purchase Santa Cruz County Rail Trail 
November 16, 2005
 
Doug Bosco, Chair
Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612
 
Re: My Support for SCCCRTC's Request for a Coastal Conservancy Reimbursable Grant for 
Acquisition of the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line
 
Dear Mr. Bosco:
 
As you know the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission (SCCRTC) is negotiating 
with the Union Pacific to purchase the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line right-of-way for future 
transportation purposes including a bicycle and pedestrian path. I encourage your approval of SCCRTC's 
request for a Coastal Conservancy Reimbursable Grant to ensure acquisition of the Santa Cruz Branch 
Rail Line.
 
The right-of-way will preserve the 32 mile corridor for future transportation services, and help ensure 
the construction of bicycle and pedestrian facilities adjacent to the rail line. Acquisition of the Santa 
Cruz Branch Rail Line is a vital element of the Central California Coast region's efforts to provide multi-
modal solutions to its significant transportation problems. This right-of-way will be used to ease 
congestion on Santa Cruz County's most heavily traveled corridor and improve access to many popular 
coastal destinations.
 
The Line will ease my bicycle travels to Santa Cruz from Aptos and thus avoid competing with 
automobiles. Tourism will, also, be enhanced with other activities for the area visitors.
 
Sincerely,
 
Herb Greenfield
 
cc: SCCTRC 
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From: John Caletti [johnc@skyhighway.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2005 6:39 PM 
To: jcard@scc.ca.gov 
Cc: 1 Cory-work 
Subject: in support of SCCRTC's grant request 
 
November 15, 2005
 
Doug Bosco, Chair
Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612
Fax: 510-286-0470
 

Re:  Support for SCCRTC’s Request for a Coastal Conservancy Reimbursable Grant for 
Acquisition of the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line

 
Dear Mr. Bosco:
 
Please approve the SCCRTC’s reimbursable grant request to ensure the acquisition of the rail line 
in Santa Cruz.  I, and many people in our community here in Santa Cruz are very excited about 
having low cost, practical, community-building, low impact, muti-modal transportation options 
here in Santa Cruz along the rail corridor.  
 
Thank You,
 
 
 
John Caletti
 
cc:   SCCRTC
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From: Jim Langley [jim@jimlangley.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 16, 2005 9:01 AM 
To: jcard@scc.ca.gov 
Cc: 'Cory Caletti' 
Subject: I support SCCRTC's efforts to acquire the SC Branch Rail line  
Dear Coastal Conservancy,
As a longtime resident of Santa Cruz, and a bicyclist and member of the Santa Cruz 
Community Traffic Safety Coalition and the Santa Cruz Bike Committee, I am writing to 
ask you to approve the SCCRTC's request for a Coastal Conservancy Reimbursable Grant 
to ensure acquisition of the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line.
 
I am dreaming about a day when my family and friends can ride safely across the county 
on our bicycles and acquiring this right-of-way is an excellent first step for people like us, 
and everyone else who would like to experience fun, health and beautiful scenery as they 
travel under their own power around Santa Cruz county. Offering an attractive alternative 
route like this will have the side effect of reducing traffic on our overtaxed road 
systems, so drivers will benefit, too.
 
Thanks very much,
Jim Langley
 
 
Jim Langley
239 Sheldon Ave.
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
USA
831.420.1075
jim@jimlangley.net
www.jimlangley.net
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From: LEO MOLL [leomoll@sbcglobal.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2005 11:06 PM 
To: jcard@scc.ca.gov 
Subject: Acquisition of the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line 
November 15, 2005
 
Doug Bosco, Chair
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612
 
Dear Mr. Bosco:
 
I am in support of SCCRTC's Request for a Coastal Conservancy Reimbursable Grant for  Acquisition 
of the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line.
 
The right-of-way acquisition will preserve the 32 mile corridor for future transportation services, and 
help ensure the construction of bicycle and pedestrian facilities adjacent to the rail line.  Acquisition of 
the Rail Line is a vital element of the Central California Coast region's efforts to provide multi-modal 
solutions to its significant transportation problems.  This right-of-way will be used to ease congestion on 
Santa Cruz County's most heavily traveled corridor and improve access to many popular coastal 
destinations.
 
I am an active cyclist and have seen many rail/trails and Rails to Trails all over the world during the past 
35 years.  I can vouch that every one enhanced the community or area in which it was located.  Likewise 
all the research and technical studies I have seen bears out this observation.  In the case of the Santa 
Cruz County Rail Acquisition, the enhancement has the long-term possibilities of significantly adding to 
the major benefits from rail, bicycling, and pedestrian commuting and recreation.
 
Santa Cruz County has a narrow plain paralleling the coast, backed by steep wooded mountains and 
ravines.  Competition and resultant conflicts for transport solutions along this coastal plain have created 
problems that the rail acquisition could substantially mitigate.  In addition to the broad benefits of the 
rail/trail feature some other specific items are:

●     Provides a vital emergency vehicle path in case of a disaster that would choke off Highway 1 
●     Improve access to various beaches with adjacent parking diluted over many miles 
●     Solution to pedestrian/bike corridor which has been approached piecemeal with attendant high 

costs, time, and local/regional conflicts 
●     Improved route for the California Centennial Trail 
●     Provide routes off city streets for an increasing number of local and national events (triathlons, 

marathons, century bike rides, wheelchair events, etc.) 
●     Provides cooperative asset sharing with another nascent development, The Monterey Bay Scenic 

Trail 
●     Improves real estate values well beyond the corridor
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I am convinced the rail acquisition is the single most important action that local government can take to 
both preserve and improve the quality of life in Santa Cruz County.

 

               Sincerely,                                                    Leo R. Moll

                                                                                  509 Humes Ave.

                                                                                  Aptos, CA  95003
                                                                                  (831) 662-9413
                                                                                  leomoll@sbcglobal.net
 

file:////Coast/share/Board%20Meeting%20Materials/Dec.%2...il-Trail/exhibit%204%20support%20letters/Public%207.htm (2 of 2)11/18/2005 1:33:52 PM

Exhibit 4:  Letters of Support and Opposition



file:////Coast/share/Board%20Meeting%20Materials/Dec.%2005%20Board%...oastal%20Rail-Trail/exhibit%204%20support%20letters/Public%2011.htm

From: Charles Fisher [cfisher@umich.edu] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2005 7:13 PM 
To: jcard@scc.ca.gov 
Subject: Support for SCCRTC’s Request for a Coastal Conservancy Reimbursable Grant for 
Acquisition of the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line 
November 15, 2005 
 
Doug Bosco, Chair 
Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100 
Oakland, CA 94612 
Fax: 510-286-0470  
 
Dear Mr. Bosco: 
 
The Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission (SCCRTC) is negotiating with Union 
Pacific to purchase the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line right-of-way for future transportation purposes 
including a bicycle and pedestrian path. I encourage your approval of SCCRTC’s request for a Coastal 
Conservancy Reimbursable Grant to ensure acquisition of the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line. 
 
The right-of-way acquisition will preserve the 32 mile corridor for future transportation services, and 
help ensure the construction of bicycle and pedestrian facilities adjacent to the rail line. Acquisition of 
the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line is a vital element of the Central California Coast region’s efforts to 
provide multi-modal solutions to its significant transportation problems. This right-of-way will be used 
to ease congestion on Santa Cruz County’s most heavily traveled corridor and improve access to many 
popular coastal destinations. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Charles Fisher 
Treasurer,  
Santa Cruz Cycling Club 
 
cc: SCCRTC 

file:////Coast/share/Board%20Meeting%20Materials/Dec.%2005...Rail-Trail/exhibit%204%20support%20letters/Public%2011.htm11/18/2005 1:47:06 PM

Exhibit 4:  Letters of Support and Opposition



From: dcasterson@comcast.net 
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2005 7:35 PM 
To: jcard@scc.ca.gov 
Cc: Cory Caletti 
Subject: support for SCCRTC’s Request 
 
November 15, 2005 
 
Doug Bosco, Chair 
Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100 
Oakland, CA 94612 
Fax: 510-286-0470 
 
Re: Soquel High School Bicycle Committee support for SCCRTC’s Request for a 
Coastal Conservancy Reimbursable Grant for Acquisition of the Santa Cruz Branch Rail 
Line 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco: 
 
The Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission (SCCRTC) is negotiating 
with Union Pacific to purchase the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line right-of-way for future 
transportation purposes including a bicycle and pedestrian path.  We encourage your 
approval of SCCRTC’s request for a Coastal Conservancy Reimbursable Grant to ensure 
acquisition of the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line. 
 
The right-of-way acquisition will provide Santa Cruz County residents (including the 
students and parents I am actively involved with) increasingly viable transportation 
alternatives to the automobile choked streets and freeway drivers and future drivers are 
and will forever be encountering as they travel to and from school, work and within our 
community.   In addition, it will enrich the life experiences of all who travel upon the 32 
miles of  Rail Trail, be they local residents or tourists.  It will inspire them and lead them 
to believe that solutions can be found to the air pollution and related transportation 
problems in the world.  Given the great beauty of the route, and its proximity to the coast, 
I have no doubt that the size of this acquisition will spawn similar movements through 
out our state and beyond..   
 
Sincerely, 
 
David Casterson 
Soquel High School 
401 Old San Jose Road 
Soquel, CA 95073 
dcasterson@comcast.net 
 
cc: SCCRTC 
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         November 22, 2005 
         Corrected Version 
 
Mr. Doug Bosco, Chair 
Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
 
Re: Support for the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission’s 

Request for a Coastal Conservancy Reimbursable Grant for Acquisition of the 
Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line 

 
Dear Mr. Bosco and Members of the Coastal Conservancy Board: 
 
I am writing in strong support of the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation 
Commission’s (SCCRTC) request for a Coastal Conservancy reimbursable grant to 
ensure acquisition of the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line. 
 
As former Executive Director of the SCCRTC who worked consistently over 
thirteen years on behalf of this acquisition, I believe that there is nothing more 
important to the future of transportation and environmental enhancement in 
Santa Cruz County than this project.  
 
This existing and underutilized rail corridor traverses downtown and employment 
centers within the cities of Santa Cruz, Capitola, and Watsonville, and is within ½ 
mile of approximately 60,000 households; it also provides access to many popular 
coastal destinations, including numerous state beaches, public and private 
recreational destinations, and the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary.  The 
purchase of this unbelievably scenic and well-located transportation corridor will 
preserve it for a range of future transportation uses, including early construction 
of a bicycle and pedestrian trail adjacent to the rail line.  I currently use the rail 
line frequently as a pedestrian and can personally attest to its high value as a 
non-motorized Coastal Access corridor.    
 
Thank you very much for your consideration, and thank you as well to your staff 
for their efforts on behalf of this significant California Central Coast project.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Linda Wilshusen 
1115 Live Oak Avenue 
Santa Cruz, CA  95062 
 
 
 
cc: Congressman Sam Farr 

Assemblymember John Laird 
 SCCRTC 
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Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chair                                                                            November 28, 2005 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco, 
 
At the December 8, 2005 Coastal Conservancy Board Meeting you will be discussing a 
reimbursable grant (loan) of $10 million to the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation 
Commission (SCCRTC) to enable the purchase of an aging, active Union Pacific rail service and 
assets.  I represent the concerns of many individuals and homeowner groups both on and distant 
from the railroad line in my opposition to this Conservancy action.  I applaud the Conservancy’s 
charter and the fine work it does but in this instance it is misguided in the application of scarce 
public funds. 
 
The acquisition of the so-called Santa Cruz Branch Line is the purchase of an active railroad 
operation on a right-of-way that is over 100 years old.  Nothing in the Conservancy’s charter even 
comes close to facilitating such a purchase.  Although the loan will be paid back within 10 years, 
there is a real cost in the millions associated with tying up $10 million for that time span by 
denying it to other deserving coastal and trail projects. 
 
This railroad acquisition has been “sold” as a rail-trail but simply establishing a Rail-Trail 
Authority does not make it a reality.  There is no trail in this project.  The $22.9 million in the 
total budget (including the Conservancy’s $10 million) contains nothing to even suggest a trail.  
Based on similar trails, the cost on the 32-mile rail corridor (with its 37 bridges and trestles) will 
run from $30 to $50 million if it is even feasible.  No source of these funds or timeline has been 
identified. 
 
Surprisingly, there has never been a feasibility study performed on this active rail corridor by a 
qualified trail engineering firm such as Alta Planning & Design of Portland, OR.  A major 
transportation study commissioned by the SCCRTC and completed in 1998 included a cursory 
examination of a trail and concluded that a sizable fraction of the corridor was unsuitable based 
on safety considerations (i.e., insufficient width for both a railroad and a trail).  Based on both 
USDOT document FTA-MA-26-0052-04-1 Rails-with-Trails: Lessons Learned, August 2002 and 
recently released corridor maps, the 1998 study conclusion on insufficient width seems valid.  
Until there is a bona fide cost and feasibility study of the active railroad corridor, the 
Conservancy should refrain from making a commitment for this reimbursable grant.   
 
A companion study of alternatives to the Santa Cruz Branch Line is also recommended since 
there may be candidate non-rail routes that are feasible and more cost-effective.  The southern 
portion of the corridor is far from the coast and the northern portion already has a trail system that 
parallels it from the City of Santa Cruz to beyond Wilder Ranch.  Much more study is needed 
before the commitment of Conservancy funds. 
 
Another consideration is that of future use of the corridor.  Some have said that the trail has been 
included in discussions to obtain the support of the bicycle community and, if true, that ploy has 
worked.  However, an examination of the records over the past decade shows that the SCCRTC 
and Staff have consistently discussed the use of the rail corridor for recreational rail and 
commuter traffic, both of which are in opposition to a scenic trail, particularly where set-back 
distances will be minimal.  Rather than work towards railroad abandonment (and hence Rails-TO-
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Trails), the SCCRTC appears to be actively considering more traffic.  There is a basic 
incompatibility here with any trail plans.   
 
Finally, the economics of the SCCRTC’s railroad project (in SCCRTC documents) strongly 
suggest that potentially it will be a huge burden on the County.  The line is being sold because the 
Union Pacific loses money on its operation and is faced with the cost of refurbishing a 
deteriorating infrastructure.  The SCCRTC will be required to continue freight operations and 
maintenance of the right-of-way.  Profits from operations are marginal to non-existent and there 
are huge liabilities.  An example of the latter is the La Selva Beach Trestle which was given a 
rating of 2 on a scale of 1 to 9 where 1 is a “red tag” classification, meaning it is unsafe to use.  
The cost estimate for repair/replacement of this single structure is from $2 to $5 million, and this 
is not the only structural in trouble.  The SCCRTC’s rail economic model has no funds for any 
structures repair/replacement.  What this means is that the SCCRTC will have to take funds from 
vital future County transportation projects to comply with Federal rules for railroad operations.   
 
Let me suggest how the Coastal Conservancy might reasonably act on this grant request. 
 
1.  No funds should be considered until the SCCRTC completes a cost and feasibility study of the 
rail corridor for the co-location of a trail.  This study should include the study of alternatives to 
the use of the Santa Cruz Branch Line.  If this study shows that the corridor is too costly and/or 
has minimal potential as a truly scenic route then no further Conservancy action is needed. 
 
2.  If the study in 1. shows promise for a trail then the Conservancy can fund a portion of the trail 
project itself at the time the SCCRTC begins implementing that project.  This could be in the 
form of a loan or an outright grant as is done with other Conservancy-participation projects.  This 
will assure that Conservancy money will actually go for a trail, not a railroad. 
 
3.  If grant funds for a trail are to be made available, the Conservancy should have as one 
condition that the rail traffic be limited to the status quo (i.e., limited weekly freight traffic) to 
preserve the quality of the trail setting.  No expansion of rail traffic. 
 
I and those whose feelings I share are not anti-trail.  However, in this time of economic hardship 
at all governmental levels, we feel that fiscal responsibility is paramount, and the purchase of a 
railroad when there is $140 million of unfunded County infrastructure in need of repair is 
completely irresponsible.  By granting the SCCRTC the $10 million to purchase this railroad the 
Conservancy is effectively being an “enabler.”  Deficit spending has resulted in the current 
financial crisis and more of the same will only make things worse.  Until there is a funding 
surplus, the pay-as-you-go philosophy should prevail for elective (i.e., non-essential) projects 
such as this railroad purchase. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and I hope to have the opportunity to make a presentation to 
you at your meeting. 
 
Robert Jones 
23615 Hutchinson Road 
Los Gatos, CA 95033 
(408) 353-3013 
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From: greghowe@att.net [mailto:greghowe@att.net]  
Sent: Sunday, December 04, 2005 1:21 PM 
To: sschuchat@scc.ca.gov 
Cc: greghowe@att.net; wilmahowe@charter.net 
Subject: December 8 meeting, Item #8 
 
Dear Mr. Schuchat 
  
I just received a copy of the agenda for the December 8, meeting, in Pacifica, CA, and 
I'm concerned about item #7 on the agenda -- Central Coast, consideration and possible 
Conservancy authorization to disburse up to $10 million to the SCCRTC. 
  
I would like to object to this authorization if there is any hidden or expressed agenda on 
the part of the SCCRTC that would allow them to further their attempts to turn part of the 
railroad right-of-way into either a commuter line or a "visitor" train. 
  
If this money is to be used to turn the entire length of the rail way, from Seascape to 
Davenport, into a bike/hiking trail, as in the "tracks to trails" iniatitives that have been 
successfuly elsewhere, I would be in favor of such a move. 
  
Thank you 
Greg Howe 
3010 Comstock Drive 
Reno, NV   89512 
  
Homeowner of: 
435 Townsend Drive 
Aptos, CA   95003 
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