
United States Department of the Interior 
 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
California Coastal National Monument 

299 Foam Street 
Monterey, California  93940 
Telephone: (831) 372-6115 

 
In Reply Refer To:          December 27, 2005 
8200 (P) 
CA-939 
 
California Ocean Protection Council 
c/o State Coastal Conservancy 
Attention: Sam Schuchat, Executive Officer 
1330 Broadway, 11th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612-2530 
 
 
Dear Secretary Chrisman and Ocean Protection Council Members: 
 
I recently participated in the Strategic Planning Workshop for California Marine Habitat Mapping 
sponsored by the Coastal Conservancy. The California Coastal National Monument is pleased to 
collaborate with the many partners and stewards involved in this work. The priorities identified at 
the workshop align well with the priorities identified in our recently completed California Coastal 
National Monument Resource Management Plan and provide the template for further joint efforts 
with our core-managing partners the California Departments of Fish and Game and the California 
Department of Parks and Recreation.  
 
We support the proposal to fund mapping efforts in state waters in the Central Coast Study Region 
from Monterey Bay to Bodega Bay as developed at the workshop. The project meets the funding and 
selection criteria you have established and will provide vital information in the implementation of 
the California Ocean Protection Act. 
 
The Monterey Bay Sanctuary Foundation has helped to facilitate some of our work and that of the 
National Marine Sanctuary Program. An integral component in our management, conservation, and 
protection of marine and coastal ecosystems is the development of good seafloor and habitat 
mapping information. The proposed project is an important initiative and will help to lay the 
foundation of information for better resource management decisions. 
 
We look forward to working on this important undertaking. 
 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
       /s/ Herrick E. Hanks 
 
       Herrick E. Hanks 
       Monument Manager 
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January 13, 2006 

The Honorable Mike Chrisman, Chair 
California Ocean Protection Council 
California Resources Agency 
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
On behalf of Scripps Institution of Oceanography, I welcome this occasion to 
endorse both the priority and the approach of the California Coastal and Marine 
Mapping Initiative Project, Item 9.B. on today’s Ocean Protection Council 
agenda.  
 
The State Coastal Conservancy deserves recognition for its efforts to create a 
leveraged project based on a consensus of environmental and scientific needs. 
This is in keeping with the Council’s objectives as stated in the Information, 
Research, and Outreach Strategy (IRO), adopted at your September 23, 2005 
meeting, which Scripps was privileged to host. Specifically, the Council 
challenges all of us to help identify “the most critical ocean and coastal research 
needs for the State of California and pursue the most efficient and effective 
methods to increase research funding and data accessibility.” 
 
I am confident this project will go far towards demonstrating the merits of this 
policy, and will become a template for future collaborative endeavors among 
California’s oceans research institutions, resource providers, and decision-
makers.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
John A. Orcutt 

http://resources.ca.gov/copc/1-13-06_meeting/agenda/0601COPC9B_California_Coastal_and_Marine_Mapping_Initiative.pdf
http://resources.ca.gov/copc/1-13-06_meeting/agenda/0601COPC9B_California_Coastal_and_Marine_Mapping_Initiative.pdf


 
 

 
 
January 9, 2006 
 
 
California Ocean Protection Council 
c/o State Coastal Conservancy 
Attention: Sam Schuchat, Executive Officer 
1330 Broadway, 11th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612-2530 
 
 
Dear California Ocean Protection Council Members: 
 
I am writing in support of the California Marine and Seafloor Mapping project that you will 
consider in your January 13 Ocean Protection Council meeting.  The collection and mapping of 
seafloor substrates and habitats is currently of great value for resource management.  As a 
member of the Scientific Advisory Team to the Blue Ribbon Task Force on MPAs, I have found 
habitat maps to be some of the most important information we use to evaluate MPA proposals.  
In locations where substrate and habitat maps are lacking, we have a much higher uncertainty 
about the value of proposed MPAs. 
 
Although much of the coast is in need of habitat mapping, the area from Monterey Bay to 
Bodega Bay was identified as a priority by participants of a recent habitat mapping workshop. 
Also, the project meets the funding and selection criteria you have established and will provide 
vital information in the implementation of the California Ocean Protection Act.  I am confident 
the project will be of great value to the State of California’s efforts to manage nearshore ocean 
resources. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dr. Richard M. Starr 
University of California 
Sea Grant Extension Program 
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