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Mr. Richard Retecki

Project Manager

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 11th Floor

Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Retecki:

I am writing to express my support for the proposal submitted by Stewards of the Coast and
Redwoods. For twenty years, this non-profit organization has worked with State and local
agencies to provide programs that promote education, preservation, and restoration of the
Russian River area.

Stewards’ proposal includes developing new programs for interpretive hikes for park visitors, an
educational “Environmental Living Program” for students, service learning opportunities, and an
expanded Citizen Action Team for trail and stewardship projects. It is my understanding that
funding for this project will be used for program development, docent recruitment and training,
and the additional equipment needed for this organization to continue carrying out its
environmental mission.

I strongly support Stewards of the Coast and Redwoods and their past and future initiatives to
preserve the Russian River watershed. This project will greatly benefit the 6™ Congressional
District and I urge you to give this application your full and careful consideration. If you have
any questions or comments, please contact my grants coordinator, Ed Sheffield, in my Santa
Rosa office at (707) 542-7182.

Sincerely,

TSI N

Lynn Woolsey
Member of Congress

LW:esh
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November 29, 2005

Richard Retecki, Project Manager
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 11™ Floor

Oakland, CA 94612-2530

Re: Stewards of the Coast and Redwoods
Dear Mr. Retecki:

[ am writing in support of Stewards of the Coast and Redwoods application for funds from the
California Coastal Conservancy for Willow Creek. The Stewards program has a twenty year
history working in partnership with California State Parks in the Russian River area. They
currently support fifteen different State Park volunteer and docent programs and plan to add 2-3
new programs during the coming year.

State Parks acquired 3,400 acres in the Willow Creek watershed and are depending on
partnerships with nonprofit organizations and volunteers to provide public access to this natural
resource. Stewards has worked with the Willow Creek watershed for the past five years and has
attracted grant funded projects that have resulted in the creation of a Watershed Management
Plan and Channel Feasibility Analysis.

Stewards is seeking $60,000 to enhance the current docent program at Willow Creek and to
develop docent-led programs for park visitors of all ages. New programs will include theme-
based interpretive hikes for park visitors, an Environmental Living Program, service learning
opportunities, and an expanded Citizen Action Team to increase public involvement in the
watershed.

I support the efforts to develop Riverfront Regional Park and the current grant proposal before
the Conservancy. Please keep me apprised of the progress of this application.

Sincerely,
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November 23, 2005

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 11" Floor
Oakland, Ca. 94612-2530

Attention: Richard Retecki
Dear Richard,

I am writing to express my support for the Stewards of the Coast and Redwoods request for
$60,000 funding over the next four years.

Stewards has a twenty year history working in partnership with California State Parks in the
Russian River area. They currently support fifteen different State Park volunteer and docent
programs.

As you know, State Parks has acquired 3,400 acres in the Willow Creek watershed with limited
funds going to operations and maintenance and no funds going to increase staffing levels. They
are depending on partnerships with nonprofit organizations to provide public access on this new
acquisition.

Stewards is coordinating their stewardship efforts with LandPaths, the nonprofit organization that
is currently managing a public access permit program though a MOU with State Parks. Stewards
is seeking funding to enhance their current docent programs that operate in the Willow Creek
watershed and also to develop new docent-led programs for park visitors.

As County Supervisor for the Willow Creek area, I urge you to grant their request.
Smcerely

Mike Rellly
5™ District Supervisor
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. State of California « The Resources Agency Amold Schwarzenegger, Governor

s J DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION Ruth Coleman, Director
4B%"® North Bay District
P.O. Box 123

25381 Steelhead Boulevard
Duncans Mills, CA 95430

Richard Retecki, Project Manager
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 11™ Floor

Oakland, CA 94612-2530

November 23, 2005
Dear Richard,

California State Parks endorses the request from Stewards of the Coast and
Redwoods (Stewards) for funding from the California State Coastal Conservancy in the
amount of $60,000.00 over the next four years.

This funding will be used for volunteer program development, docent
recruitment/training and equipment and supplies. This grant will enable the Stewards
and the Russian River Sector of the North Bay District to enhance our volunteer efforts
in the newly acquired Willow Creek property. This will provide increased educational,
interpretive and recreational opportunities in the Willow Creek watershed.

This grant will also allow for new programs that will include theme-based
interpretive programs for park visitors, an Environmental Living Program for grades 4
through 8, additional service learning opportunities for grades 4 through 12. It will also
allow us the opportunity to expand our Citizen Action Team to accomplish trail and
stewardship projects.

The North Bay District acquired the Willow Creek property without any increase
in staffing or funding to support operations and maintenance. These functions are
currently being supported by partnerships with nonprofit organizations to provide public
access and education on this new acquisition.

Stewards has a successful 20 year history in providing quality programming with
California State Parks in the Russian River area. Stewards currently supports fifteen
different volunteer/docent programs within the Russian River Sector. These programs
comprise over 300 Volunteers within the Volunteer in Parks Program. These volunteers
contribute over 10,000 hours annually, which equates to approximately $170,000.00 of
service to the Russian River sector. Stewards has an additional 3 new programs
scheduled to begin this next calendar year.

Additionally, Stewards has a five year history working in the Willow Creek
watershed and is coordinating their stewardship efforts with LandPaths, the nonprofit
organization that is currently assisting the Russian River sector in managing a public
access permit program to the Willow Creek property.
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Several noteworthy projects have come to fruition with direct assistance and
involvement from Stewards. Efforts through grant funded projects have produced a
Watershed Management Plan and a Channel Feasibility Analysis for the Willow Creek
property. The Citizen Action Team has been monitoring water quality at three different
locations in Willow Creek for four years. In addition, the Watershed Education Program
provides 10 educational and service learning projects per year for grade school
students.

The North Bay District fully supports this grant request and looks forward to
working with Stewards to design, create and implement many new and diverse
volunteer programs in the Willow Creek property.

Sincerely,

“%4 S

Michael étephens
Superintendent (Interim)
North Bay District
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Richard Retacki, Project Manager
California State Coastal Consarvancy
1330 Broadway, 11" Floor

Oakland, CA 94612-2430

November 28, 2005
Dear Mr. Retecki

The Stewards of the Coast and Redwoods (Stewards) is one of the most cutstanding
watershed groups in the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board's area. This group
has worked in the Russian River watarshed in partnership with the California Departrment of
Parks and Recreation (Stale Parks) for twenty years, and has built exceilent volunteer and
docent programs that educated over 5,000 students in 2005. The Stewards’ education program
provides learning projects for 5t 10 classes per year, and volunteers and docents contribute
about 10,000 hours per year to the Stewards’ efforts.

Willow Creek is one of the last tributary streams entering the Russian River before it flows to
the occean. State Parks has recently acquired 3,400 acrss cf this watershed and, because of
low funding levels, neads help providing public access stawardship. The Stewards have been
working for five years in the Willow Creek watershed, over which time they have developed a
management plan and a channe! feasibility study, and have conducted four years of water
quality monitoring. They are currently parinering with the nonprofit LandPaths to provide public
access to the new acquisition, and LandPaths is working on a successful $400,000 Prop 13
grant administered by the Regional Water Board to decommissicn 8 to 10 miles of road in the
Willow Creek watershed. The Stewards would like to snhance thair currant docent program in
the Willow Creek watershed and to develop new docent programs for park visitors of all ages.
In addition, their new programs will include interpretive hikes, service learning for students, and
other' amenities.

The North Coast Regionai Water Quality Control Board suppurts the Stewards in all their
efforts, but in particular, we support their grant application for the Willow Creek Docent
Program, where funding will be used for program development, docant recruitment and training,
equipment, and supplies. The Stewards' volunteers and docents contribute over $170,000 per
year in services 10 our parks, and this grant wouid provide a high quality docent program for this
beautiful watershed.

Wa rshad Coordinator
North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board

Cdlifornia Environmental Protection Agency
ﬁ Reeveled Paper
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File: we/45-0-7 Russian River Watershed Prop 13 Grant Agreements —
Stewards of Slavianka and Department of Parks & Rec

(Restoration & Management of Willow Creek Watershed - A-2)

TW# 01/02-91

November 21, 2005

Richard Retecki, Project Manager
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 11® Floor

Oakland, CA 94612-2530

SUBJECT: LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR WILLOW CREEK DOCENT PROGRAM

The Sonoma County Water Agency hereby indicates its support for the proposal by the Stewards of the Coast and
Redwoods to enhance their current docent programs that operate in the Willow Creek watershed in western Sonoma County
and to develop new docent-led programs for park visitors of all ages.

California State Parks recently acquired 3,400 acres in the Willow Creek watershed, with limited funds going to operations
and maintenance and no funds going to increase staffing levels. This means partnerships with other nonprofit organizations
are necessary to provide public access stewardship on this newly acquired addition.

Stewards has a five year history working in the Willow Creek watershed. Efforts through grant funded projects, including a
Proposition 13 pass-through grant administered by the Sonoma County Water Agency, have produced a Watershed
Management Plan and Channel Feasibility Analysis. Their Citizen Action Team now has four years worth of water quality
monitoring data from three different locations in the watershed. In addition, their Watershed Education Program provides
education and service learning projects for 5-10 classes each year.

Stewards is currently requesting $60,000 over four years from the California Coastal Conservancy to support their Willow
Creek Docent Program. Funding will be used for program development, docent recruitment and training, and equipment
and supplies.

New programs will inciude theme-based interpretive hikes for park visiiors, a two-day Envirommenial Living Program for
grades 4 through 8, additional service learning opportunities for grades 4 through 12, and an expanded Citizen Action Team
with the skills to accomplish trail and stewardship projects. Mounted assistance units, both equestrian and mountain bike,
are also planned for the future. Stewards is coordinating their stewardship efforts with LandPaths, the nonprofit
organization that is currently managing a public access permit program through a Memorandum of Understanding with
California State Parks.

Please call me at (707) 526-5370 if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

General Manager/Chief Engineer

J2w'elievep\SupportLetterCoastalConservancy.doc

P.O. Box 11628 - Santa Rosa, CA 95406 - 404 Aviation Boulevard - Santa Rosa, CA 95403 - (707) 526-5370 - Fax (707) 544-6123
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Richard Retecki

Project Manager

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 11" Floor

Oakland, CA 94612-2530

Dear Mr. Retecki,

We are writing to express our strong support for the Stewards of the Coast and Redwoods’
(Stewards) education and outreach programs planned for the Willow Creek watershed in
Sonoma County. New programs such as theme-based interpretive hikes for park visitors, a
two-day Environmental Living Program for grades 4 through 8, additional service-learning
opportunities for grades 4 through 12, an expanded Citizen Action Team focused on trail and
stewardship projects and, expanded docent-led programs for park visitors of all ages will
continue to increase public awareness of this beautiful wildlife habitat.

Stewards has more than a twenty year history working in partnership with the California State
Parks in the Russian River area. They currently support fifteen different State Park volunteer
and docent programs and plan to add additional programs in the coming year. In 2005, the
State Parks acquired 3,400 acres in the Willow Creek watershed with a limited budget for
operations and maintenance and, no funds for increasing staffing levels. They will be entirely
dependent on partnerships with non-profit organizations such as Stewards to provide public
access stewardship in this new acquisition.

In addition to developing interpretive programs for children and adults, Stewards has been an
important public advocate for the Willow Creek watershed. Efforts through grant -funded
projects have produced 2 Watershed Management Plan and Channel Feasibility Analysis.
Their Citizen Action Team now has four years worth of water quality monitoring data
sampled from separate locations in the watershed.

As a long-time partner with Stewards in working to improve and enhance the California State
Park system, we enthusiastically endorse their new Willow Creek education and outreach
programs and encourage your support of this vital work.

California State Parks Foundation
The Voice for California State Parks

PratmecQlo

Barbara Hill
Vice President

HEADQUARTERS 800 College Ave., P.O.Box 548, Kentfield, CA 94914 TEL 415-258-9975 FAX 415-258-9930
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA OFFICE 3250 Wilshire Blvd.. Suite 2003, Los Angeles, CA 90010 TEL 213-380-9980 FAX 213-380-9987
EMAIL calpark@calparks.org  WEBSITE www.calparks.org
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SONOMA COAST ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Post Office Box 123 ¢ Duncans Mills, CA 95430

Brenda Adelman November 29, 2005
Philip Barlow
T Richard Retecki, Project Manager
California State Coastal Conservancy
Sabrina Braham 1330 Broadway, 11" Floor
& Oakland, CA 94612-2530
ate Fenton
David Kenly Dear Richard:

SUNETORy Lk It is with pleasure that the Sonoma Coast Advisory Committee

¥ilie Mitlotie (SCAC) to State Parks recommends that the State Coastal
Conservancy approve funding for the Stewards of the Coast and

Don Martin Redwoods’ (Stewards) to enhance and expand their valuable
L Sk ST docent and stewardship programs in the Willow Creek watershed
over the next four years. Stewards’ volunteer and docent programs
Elinor Twohy have contributed enormously to the preservation, restoration, and

interpretation of Sonoma Coast State Beach since 1985, a 20-year
record of achievement. They have worked in the Willow Creek
watershed for five years and have succeeded in developing a
watershed management plan, in conducting a channel feasibility
analysis, in coordinating stewardship efforts with LandPaths and others, in training and
equipping volunteer water quality monitors (the Citizen Action Team), and in providing
education and service learning experiences for schools.

Carol Vellutini

Our understanding is that Stewards is requesting $60,000 over four years for program
development, docent recruitment and training, and equipment and supplies. Stewards’
proposed work includes expanding and improving their current docent programs in
Willow Creek and developing new docent-led experiences for park visitors of all ages. New
programs will include theme-based interpretive hikes for park visitors, a two-day
Environmental Living Program for grades 4 through 8, additional service learning
opportunities for grades 4 through 12, and an expanded Citizen Action Team with the skills
to accomplish trail and stewardship projects.

Thank you for your interest in Stewards’ work. Please feel free to call me if you have any
questions. I can be reached during business hours at 707-874-0102, ext. 34.

Sincerely yours,

Kathie Lowrey
Chair



Exhibit 3: Letters of Support

November 28, 2005

Richard Retecki, Project Manager
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 11th Floor

Oakland, CA 94612-2530

Dear Richard:

I am writing to express my whole-hearted support of the proposal submitted by
Stewards of the Coast and Redwoods for strengthening their docent and
stewardship programs in the Willow Creek watershed.

For the past five years, Stewards has been a highly effective force in the Willow
Creek watershed. They convened a Technical Advisory Committee with all
major landowners as well as scientists and agency representatives to oversee the
production of the Willow Creek Watershed Management Plan and Channel
Feasibility Analysis. Throughout changes and great uncertainty in land
ownership and management, they have maintained a steady education program
that brings local students into the watershed and provides learning projects for
five to ten classes each year. Their citizen monitors have collected four years
worth of sound and useful water quality data.

With the recent transfer of 3,400 acres in the upper Willow Creek Watershed to
the Sonoma Coast State Beach, Stewards’ work is more important than ever.
While State Parks received no additional funding for staffing to support the new
acquisition, Sonoma County residents and others are chomping at the bit to
explore their new park area. Stewards’ proposal will help visitors of all ages
learn how to use the Willow Creek watershed in ways that protect and even
restore its natural resources. The expanded activities of the Citizen Action Team
will give volunteers opportunities to do hands-on stewardship work, the
environmental education programs will continue to build the bond between
children and their wild landscape, and the interpretive hikes will fill a great need
for ongoing education.

Given Stewards’ proven track record, the proposed projects will efficiently
accomplish a tremendous amount of education and citizen involvement—the
real work needed to keep the Willow Creek watershed healthy far into the
future.

Sincere

Eira ske
Principal

POST OFFICE BOX 828 - DC;’:IDENTAL CA 95465 - 707 874-0100 - FAX 707 874-1440
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1 December 2005

Richard Retecki, Project Manager
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 11th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612-2530

RE: Stewards of the Coast and Redwoods Willow Creek Docent and Stewardship Grant
Dear Richard:

Stewards of the Coast and Redwoods is currently requesting funding from the California Coastal
Conservancy in the amount of $60,000 over the next four years to enhance and expand their
docent and stewardship programs in the new Willow Creek watershed acquisition. Stewards are
seeking funding to enhance their current docent programs that operate in the Willow Creek
watershed and also to develop new docent-led programs for park visitors of all ages.

State Parks has acquired 3,400 acres in the Willow Creek watershed with limited funds going to
operations and maintenance and no funds going to increase staffing levels. They are depending
on partnerships with nonprofit organizations and funding from agencies such as the Conservancy
to provide public access stewardship on this new acquisition.

Trout Unlimited (TU), our 150,000 members nationwide and 350 local members ask that the
conservancy fund this project. TU’s mission to conserve, protect and restore salmon and trout
and their watersheds relies heavily on public participation, community outreach and education,
exactly what Stewards is working hard to accomplish. TU professionals and volunteers have
been active in the Willow Creek watershed over the years implementing on-the-ground work to
reduce sediment impacts, and working with Stewards and others to develop a watershed plan for
this important salmonid stream.

Funding the Stewards project will continue their successful Willow Creek program. TU
appreciates your support of this project and we will continue to play an active role in the
restoration and stewardship of the Willow Creek watershed with Stewards and other watershed
stakeholders. Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Robert B. Dickerson
Project Manager, North Coast Coho Project

ce: Michelle Luna, Stewards of the Coast and Redwoods
Kent MaclIntosh, Trout Unlimited Redwood Empire Chapter
Chuck Bonham, Trout Unlimited California Director

TROUT UNLIMITED: America's Leading Coldwater Fisheries Conservation Organization

California Office: 1120 College Ave., Santa Rosa CA 95404
(707) 543-5877  www.tucalifornia.org
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Mr. Richard Retecki, Project Manager November 20, 2005
California State Coastal Conservancy Sebastopol, California
1330 Broadway, 11" Floor

Oakland, CA 94612-2530

Dear Mr. Retecki:
My wife and I are Volunteer Docents with the Stewards of the Coast and Redwoods.

With the recent acquisition of the 3400-acre Willow Creek watershed by California State
Parks, a remarkable new area will be available to the public. However, with limited
funds for operation and maintenance, and with no additional staff, volunteer help will be
invaluable in order to fully support this new area.

The Stewards will be asking for a grant from the California Coastal Conservancy to help
continue the Willow Creek efforts. We sincerely believe this will be monies well spent
and hope that you will support the Stewards.

The Stewards have been active participants in Willow Creek for over five years. A
Watershed Management Plan and Channel Feasibility Analysis were Steward’s projects.
Four years of water quality monitoring data were obtained through the Citizen Action
Team. Five to ten classes a year are served by the education and service learning
projects. Over 5,000 school children have been supported by Steward Programs in 2005.

Future programs will include interpretive hikes for park visitors, and expanding the
Citizen Action Team for additional projects. A two-day Environmental Living Program
for grades 4 through 8 is planned, as well as additional programs for grades 4 through 12.
Mounted “Assistance Units” are planned for future implementation. Funds will be
assigned to enhance and update current docent programs and develop new, specific
docent-led programs for all park visitors of all ages.

The Stewards of the Coast and Redwoods is coordinating efforts with LandPaths, the
nonprofit organization responsible for public access permits in coordination with
California State Parks.

The 300+ volunteer members of the Stewards of the Coast and Redwoods currently
support fifteen different California State Park volunteer and docent programs, and
contribute over 10,000 volunteer hours every year. We believe they provide welcome
support to the California State Parks system.

We are pleased to be members.

Thank you. )

, o
Thomas Fujiyosﬁr@

i i i =
Marilyn Fujiyoshi C(\



Exhibit 3: Letters of Support

NORMA L. JELLISON
PO BOX 1636
BODEGA BAY CA 94923
(707) 875-3799 phone/fax

November 25, 2005

Richard Retecki, Project Manager
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 11" Floor

Oakland, CA 94612-2530

Dear Richard:

I am a long time member of Stewards of the Coast and Redwoods (Stewards), formerly
Stewards of Slavianka, serving as a Whale Watch and Seal Watch Docent on the Sonoma
Coast. I am writing in support of the Stewards application for a Costal Conservancy
Grant for ongoing programs in support of the Willow Creek Watershed.

Stewards is currently requesting $60,000 over four years from the California Coastal
Conservancy to support our Willow Creek Docent Program. Funding will be used for
program development, docent recruitment and training, and equipment and supplies.

As | am sure you are aware, Stewards has a five-year history working in the Willow
Creek watershed. Previous grant funded projects produced a Watershed Management
Plan and a Channel Feasibility Analysis. The Stewards Citizen Action Team has
compiled four years of water quality monitoring data from three different locations in the
Willow Creek watershed. In addition, our Watershed Education Program provides
education and service learning projects for 5-10 classes a year. We are now seeking to
build on this track record and move to the next level of stewardship in the Willow Creek
watershed.

While State Parks recently acquired 3,400 acres in the Willow Creek watershed, it has
limited funds for ongoing operations and maintenance. It has no funds to increase staffing
levels to manage and interpret in this new acquisition. State Parks is, therefore, depending
on partnerships with nonprofit organizations to provide public access and stewardship
efforts for this new acquisition.

Stewards will continue to coordinate our stewardship efforts with LandPaths, the
nonprofit organization that is currently managing a public access permit program through
a Memorandum Of Understanding with State Parks. Stewards is seeking funding to
enhance our current docent programs that operate in the Willow Creek watershed and to
develop new docent-led programs for park visitors of all ages. New programs will
include:

* theme-based interpretive hikes for park visitors,

* atwo-day Environmental Living Program for grades 4 through 8,



