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June 9, 2006

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairperson
Coastal Conservancy

1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612

RE: Support for Tucker Ford Removal and Replacement Project

I am writing to express my strong support for the Tucker Ford removal and replacement project on the
west branch of Soquel Creek in the Soquel Creek Watershed. This project is referred to as “Tillie’s Ford”
and has been identified as a high priority fish passage improvement project in the Soquel Creek
Watershed Assessment and Enhancement Plan, completed in November 2003.

This project has received substantial support from the Natural Resources Conservation Service, Packard
Foundation, American Rivers, National Marine Fisheries Service, and the landowner. The designs have
been extensively reviewed by resource agency staff for the best improvement to fisheries.

The purpose of this project is the removal of the two man-made fish passage impediments on the west
branch of Soquel Creek in order to open up habitat for salmonids. The existing 5-foot high ford without
culvert is passable only at 200-300 cubic feet per second, obstructing fish passage during much of the
salmonid migration season. The existing ford without culvert will be removed and replaced with a bridge
to allow fish passage, to improve fish habitat, and to provide primary vehicle access to the adjacent
properties. Implementation of a fish passage improvement project here is listed as Priority 1 (1-5 scale)
with immediate benefit to fish. The west branch of Soquel Creek is an important rearing habitat for
salmonids.

I encourage you to give this project every consideration.

Sincerely,

. *
L]
S. Joseph Simitian

State Senator, Eleventh District

SJS:mm
CC: Santa Cruz County Resource Conservation District
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Chair Douglas Bosco FAX: (831) 649-2035
Coastal Conservancy

1330 Broadway, Suite 1100

Oakland, CA 94612

RE: Support for Tucker Ford Removal and Replacement Project
Dear Chair Bosco,

I am writing in support of the Tucker Ford Removal and Replacement Project which will
result in a bridge on the west branch of Soquel Creek in the Soquel Creek Watershed.
The west branch of Soquel Creek is an important rearing habitat for salmonids.

This fish passage impediment, also known as Tillie’s Ford, is identified in the Soquel
Creek Watershed Assessment and Enhancement Project Plan, completed in November
2003. This project has been identified as a high priority fish passage improvement
project and has received substantial support from the Natural Resources Conservation
District, Packard Foundation, American Rivers and National Marine Fisheries. The
designs have been extensively reviewed by resource agency staff.

The purpose of this project is to remove one of the two artificial fish passage
impediments on the West Branch of Soquel Creek in order to open up habitat for
salmonids. The existing 5-foot high ford, which lacks a culvert, obstructs fish passage
during much of the salmonid migration season. This project will result in the existing
ford being removed and replaced with a bridge in order to allow fish passage, improve
fish habitat and to provide the primary vehicle access to the adjacent properties.
Implementation of a fish passage improvement project here is listed as Priority 1 on a
scale from 1 to 5 (with 1 being the highest) and the project provides an immediate benefit
to fish.

I support this project and hope you will give it every consideration for funding.
Sincerely,
LY

un Lourd]

LAIRD
Assemblymember, 27" District

JIL:ae

http://www.assembly.ca.gov/demweb/members/a27/

Printed on Recycled Paper
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May 22, 2006

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairperson
Coastal Conservancy

1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Qakland, CA 94612

RE: Support for Tucker Ford Removal and Replacement Project

L am writing in support of the Tucker Ford (referred to as Tillie's Ford in the Soquel Creek
Warershed Assessment and Enhancement Plan) replacement with bridge project on the west
branch of Soquel Creek in the Soquel Creek Watershed.

This fish passage impediment is identified in the Sequel Creek Watershed Assessment and
Enhancement Profect Plan, completed in November 2003, This project has received substantial
implementation and oversight support from the MNatural Resources Conservation District, Packard
Foundation, American Rivers and National Marine Fisheries. The Santa Cruz RCD is a strong
ally in our efforts to regain Salmonid populations in Santa Cruz, Santa Clara and San Benito
counties, They are willing to work with us to focus their efforts in areas where the need is
greatest.

The purpose of this project is to remove one of the two man-made fish passage impediments on
the West Branch of Soquel Creek in order to open up habitat for Salmonids. The other fish
passage impediment is the Olson Road culvert, which is the next barrier downstream. The
existing 5-foot high ford without culvert is passable only at 200-300 ¢fs, obstructing fish passage
during much of the Salmonid migration season. The existing ford without culvert will be
remaoved and replaced with a bridge to allow fish passage, to improve fish habitat, and o provide
the primary vehicle access to the adjacent propertics. The landowners and resource agencies are
supportive of this project. [n addition, the West Branch of Soguel Creek is an important rearing
habitat for Salmonids, and this project, in combination with the Olson Road project downstream
will make a significant contribution to fish passage in the Soquel Creek Watershed and the West
Branch tributary in particular.
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[ strongly support this project. We at NOAA are very appreciative of the continuing support the
Coastal Conservancy has demonstrated toward getting fish passage for listed Salmonids on
coastal streams. Please feel free to contact me if vou have any questions. Thank vou for your
consideration.

Sincerely

e "“\x
."Ill | gl pe
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- /
Ponald “Kit” Crump
NOAA Restoration Center
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United States Departmaent of Agriculture
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hlay 23, 2004

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairperson
Coastal Conservancy

1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Cakland, CA 94612

RE: Suppon for Tucker Ford Removil and Replacement Project

I am writing to support the Tucker Ferd removal and replacement project on the west branch of Sogquel Creek in the
Soquel Creek Watershed. This project s referved 1o as Tillie's Ford and has been identified as a high priority fish
passage improvement project in the Soguel Croek Watershed Aszessorens and Enkoncement Plas, completed in
Movember 2003

As a Soil Conservationist for the Natural Resources Conservation Service (INRCS) in Santa Cruz County, 1 have
been actively involved with the Integrated Watershed Restoration Program, the Coastal Conservansy program which
has tunded the designs and permits for this project. The NRCS has funded a large part the implementation of this
project through the Wildlile Habitat Incentives Program, a Farm Bill Program. 1 have been very involved in
reviewing and feel this project is the best solution to improve fish passage.

The purpese of this project is 1 remove one of the two man-made fish passage impedimenizs on the West Branch of
Soquel Creek in order (o open up habital for salmonids. The existing 3-fool high ford withour culvert iz paszable
only at 200-300 cfs, obsiructing fish passage during much of the salmonid migration seazon. The existing ford
without culvert will be removed and replaced with a bridge to allow fish passage, to improve fsh habitar, and 1o
provide the primary vehicle acoess to the adjacent properiies.

Anather important strength of this project is that the landowners are very dedicated to the implementation of the
project and maintenance of the praject once constructed. The landowners have spent many hours in meetings with
RCD staft and hours en various tasks associated with project development and requests for funding.

Mg the West Branch of Soquel Crezk is an important rearing habaat for salmonids, 1 strongly support this praject
and hope to se2 s implementation this summer, Thank you for vour consideration.

Sincerely,
USDA-MNawral Resources
Conservation Service

Eifls o
[l LA
kelli Camara

Soil Consereationist

The Batural Retdurdes Condarvatisn Tervice provides leadersha in a partrership effort 1o help poaple
Sonsarvg, MAIATain, and Mmprave awr nadtural retources and evirarment.

An Equal Dopartunity Provider and Emplayes
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May 30, 2006

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairperson
Coastal Conservancy

1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612

RE: Support for Tucker Ford Removal and Replacement Project

To whom it may concern,

[ am writing in support of the Tucker’s Ford Replacement with Bridge project on the West Branch
of Soquel Creek in the Soquel Creek Watershed. The purposc of this project is to remove one of
the two human-caused fish passage impediments on the West Branch of Soquel Creck in order to
improve migration passage and watershed processes.

As the Fishery Resource Planner for the County of Santa Cruz, 1 was invelved with the
development of the Soquel Creek Watershed Assessment and Enfancement Project Plan. This
project was given a high priority for both the West Branch Soquel Creek Resource Unit and
watershed wide. In addition, I participated in the IWRP site visit to Tucker’s Ford and believe this
project will improve fish passage and the movement of spawning gravels downstream in the West
Branch of Soquel Creek. In addition, T was impressed by the landowner’s commitment 1o this
project during the site visit,

I stromgly support this project and hope to see its implementation in the near future.

Sincerely,

Wosden KtTle s o

Kristen Kittleson

Fishery Resource Planner

701 Qcean Street, Room 310

Santa Cruz, CA 95060

(831) 454-31154

kristen_kittlesonimico santa-cruz.ca.us
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