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June 9, 2006 
 
Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairperson 
Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
RE: Support for Tucker Ford Removal and Replacement Project  
 
I am writing to express my strong support for the Tucker Ford removal and replacement project on the 
west branch of Soquel Creek in the Soquel Creek Watershed.  This project is referred to as “Tillie’s Ford” 
and has been identified as a high priority fish passage improvement project in the Soquel Creek 
Watershed Assessment and Enhancement Plan, completed in November 2003. 
 
This project has received substantial support from the Natural Resources Conservation Service, Packard 
Foundation, American Rivers, National Marine Fisheries Service, and the landowner.  The designs have 
been extensively reviewed by resource agency staff for the best improvement to fisheries. 
 
The purpose of this project is the removal of the two man-made fish passage impediments on the west 
branch of Soquel Creek in order to open up habitat for salmonids.  The existing 5-foot high ford without 
culvert is passable only at 200-300 cubic feet per second, obstructing fish passage during much of the 
salmonid migration season.  The existing ford without culvert will be removed and replaced with a bridge 
to allow fish passage, to improve fish habitat, and to provide primary vehicle access to the adjacent 
properties.  Implementation of a fish passage improvement project here is listed as Priority 1 (1-5 scale) 
with immediate benefit to fish.  The west branch of Soquel Creek is an important rearing habitat for 
salmonids. 

I encourage you to give this project every consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
S. Joseph Simitian 
State Senator, Eleventh District 
 
SJS:mm 
CC: Santa Cruz County Resource Conservation District 
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