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June 15,2006

JOINT COMMITTEES,

LEGISLATIVE AUDIT

Chainnan Doug Bosco
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, II thFloor
Oakland, CA 94612

RE: Buena Vista Lagoon Restoration

Dear Chainnan Bosco:

Please accept this letter as evidence of my strong support for phase 2 planning and
funding for the Buena Vista Lagoon Restoration.

I have had the pleasure of representing coastal North San Diego County in the legislature
for the past fourteen years-an area that includes Buena Vista Lagoon. In that time, I
have become quite familiar with the challenges that we as a community face in
protecting, preserving, and restoring this most important natural asset.

Over the past several years, we have learned a great deal about the continued degradation
of Buena Vista Lagoon and about the need for immediate and continued financial support
for the iagoon's restoration. I respectfully urge your support for continued phase 2
funding for Buena Vista Lagoon.

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me at any time.

Respectfully,

RECEIVED
JUN 2 02006

COAST4~CO~~FgV~NCY
OAKLANQ,~I.I~,

BILL MORRO
Senator, 38th~strict

REPRESENTING SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY. NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY. INCLUDING THE FOLLOWING COMMUNITIES

BONSALL. CAMP PENDLETON. CAPISTRANO BEACH. CARDIFF BY THE SEA. CARLSBAD. ENCINITAS. ESCONDIDO. HIDDEN MEADOWS.

LAKE SAN MARCOS. OCEANSIDE. RANCHO SANTA FE. SAN CLEMENTE. SAN DIEGO. SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO. SAN LUIS REY. SAN MARCOS. SOLANA BEACH. VISTA



. State of California - The Resources Agency

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
http://www.dfg.ca.gov
4949 Viewridge Avenue
San Diego, CA 92123
(858) 467-4201

ARNOLD SCHW ARZENEGGER, Governor

June 2, 2006

Mr. Doug Bosco
Chairman of the Board
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 11THFloor
Oakland, CA 94612-2530

Support for Funding for Buena Vista Lagoon
Ecological Reserve Restoration Project

Dear Mr. Bosco:

The Department of Fish and Game (Department) respectfully encourages the State
Coastal Conservancy (Conservancy) Board at its June meeting to allocate funds of up to
$500,000 for Phase II Restoration Planning for Buena Vista Lagoon in northern San Diego
County. Buena Vista Lagoon Ecological Reserve is located in the cities of Oceanside and
Carlsbad, San Diego County. It was the first-ever designated Ecological Reserve in the State in
the 1960's and is managed by the Department. The lagoon is currently home to several
endangered species but would become even richer habitat and entice additional species if
restored.

As you may know, the restoration of Buena Vista Lagoon has been a priority project of
the Southern California Wetland Recovery Project (WRP) since being assigned to the WRP
2000-2001 Work Plan. As a result of previous Conservancy financial assistance, Department
and Conservancy staffs have been meeting regularlywith members of a Technical Advisory
Committee and the public to assess the technical feasibility of restoring the lagoon based on
alternative hydrology regimes and to better understand the lagoon's function within the regional
context. At this time, we are focusing limited resources on land acquisition and restoration
actions. The Department requests an additional allocation of $500,000 to complete the
engineering, environmental planning (including the required CEOA and NEPA documents) and
other regulatory permitting actions. The funding will enable the planning and permitting to be
completed in a timely fashion, and as such, it is likely that the restoration of the site could be
cooperatively funded through agreements with CalTrans, SANDAG, and other partners.
Financial assistance from the State Coastal Conservancy at this time would allow the restoration
planning to continue with the ultimate goal of enhancing the ecological health and the public
enjoyment of the lagoon.

If you have questions on this project, please contact Ms. Terri Stewart, the Senior
Biologist for the Region's Land Management and Monitoring Program. She can be reached at
the letterhead address or by telephone at 858-467-4209. Thank you for your cQQ$ideration.
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cc: See attached.
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Cit of Carlsbad
Office of the Mayor

June 9, 2006

Mr. Doug Bosco
Chairman of the Board
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 11thFloor
Oakland CA 94612-2530

Support for Funding for Buena Vista Lagoon Ecological Reserve Restoration Project

Dear Mr. Bosco:

The City of Carlsbad respectfully encourages the State Coastal Conservancy Board at its June meeting to
allocate funds of up to $500,000 for Phase II Restoration Planning for the Buena Vista Lagoon in
northern San Diego County. Buena Vista Lagoon Ecological Reserve is located adjacent to the cities of
Oceanside and Carlsbad. It was the first-ever designated Ecological Reserve in the State in the 1960's
and is managed by the California Department of Fish and Game. The lagoon is currently home to several
endangered species but would become even richer habitat and entice additional species if restored.

As you may be aware, the restoration of Buena Vista Lagoon has been a priority project of the Southern
California Wetland Recovery Project (WRP) since being assigned to the WRP 2000-2001 Work Plan. As
a result of previous Conservancy financial assistance, staff trom the cities of Carlsbad, Oceanside, the
Buena Vista Lagoon Foundation, the Department of Fish and Game, and the Coastal Conservancy have
formed a Technical Advisory Committee to assess the technical feasibility of restoring the lagoon based
on alternative hydrology regimes and to better understand the lagoon's function within the regional
context. The TAC has also met regularly with the public and other interested parties to apprise them of
the technical analysis of each water regime and gain other information to assist in the determination of the
final lagoon enhancement project.

The additional $500,000 in funds will be used to complete the engineering, environmental planning
(including the required CEQA and NEPA documents) and other regulatory permitting actions. When
completed, it is likely the restoration of the lagoon could be cooperatively funded through agreements
with CalTrans, SANDAG and other partners. Financial assistance trom the State Coastal Conservancy at
this time would allow the restoration planning to continue with the ultimate goal of enhancing the
ecological health and the public enjoyment of the lagoon.

If you have any questions on this project, please contact Mr. Steven Jantz, Associate Engineer at (760)
602-2738.

mhs

RECEIVED
JUN1 42006

COASTALCONSERVANCY
OAKlAND.CAUf.

1200 Carlsbad Village Drive ·Carlsbad,CA92008-1989.(760)434-2830· FAX(760)720-9461 *
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BUENA VISTA LAGOON FOUNDATION · P.O. BOX 4516 CARLSBAD, CALIFORNIA 92008

Chairman Doug Bosco
CA Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 11thFloor
Oakland, CA 94612

RE: Buena Vista Lagoon Restoration

June 12,2006

Dear Chairman Bosco:

The Buena Vista Lagoon Foundation strongly supports phase 2 Buena
Vista Lagoon restoration planning and funding. This phase will include
the preparation of enviromnental documents and fInalize the preliminary
engineering design. These documents are necessary for the CEQAlNEPA
process.

. TheBuenaVistaLagoonFoundationis a 503cpubliccharitydedicatedto
the preservation and restoration of Buena Vista Lagoon. We have been in
existence since 1981and are extremely pleased with the role of the
Coastal Conservancy in providing leadership for the funding and planning
of the upcoming restoration.
Recent:studies have demonstrated that the degradation of Buena Vista
Lagoori is even faster than expected. With potential Cat Trans funding
coming on line, this is the golden time for Buena Vista Lagoon restoration.
Again, we urge your yes vote for continued phase 2 funding for Buena.
Vista Lagoon.

s~~s
(/(Ma-L~ Antle

presiderlt, Buena Vista Lagoon Foundation
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