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September 12, 2006 
 
Douglas Bosco, Chair of the Board 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 11th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco: 
 
Re: "Wildlife-Friendly Pond Restoration" Project 
 
It is our understanding that the Conservancy is considering a grant request from the Alameda 
County Resource Conservation District to enable it to offer incentives to landowners to restore 
stock ponds in a manner that will further the recovery of the California red-legged frog and the 
California tiger salamander, both of which are “threatened” species under the federal Endangered 
Species Act.  Environmental Defense is very familiar with this project, because staff from our 
Sacramento and Oakland offices have worked closely with the District, the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to develop a “safe harbor” 
agreement in connection with the project.  We strongly support the District’s request and hope 
that the Commission will do so as well.   
 
In our view, the proposed project has great potential to enlist private landowners to become 
willing partners in a cooperative effort to conserve imperiled species.  As such, this project is a 
compelling example of how to bring together disparate interests in support of that goal. 
 
     Sincerely, 
 
 
 
     Michael J. Bean 
     Co-Director, Center for Conservation Incentives 
 
 
Cc:  Betsy Wilson 
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