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1 January 2007

Mr..Douglas Bosco, Chairman
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland CA 94612-2530

Re: Southem Callfomit! Wetlands Recot,oy P1'()ject,
Local AS5istfltlCe Program (File No. 97-001).

Dear Ml', Bosco:

On behalf of the Ventura County Task Forceof the Southern California Wetlands
Recovery Project, I ",,:ite to express my strong support for the proposed grant to
Environment Now for $650,000 for the continued funding and mal1ageme11t of the
Wellands Recovery Project's Local Assistance I"rogra.m.,

Since 1999, the Lor.~l A~9;~ti'l11(,1"Progl'.:Im (T.AP) },~" prov;t1l"n ;'111;mpOl.ti'lnt T'E'!;0111'('P',
helping to build the capa.citiesof agencies and organizations to protect and restore
wetlands, increasing community involvement in wetlands recovery projects, and
facilita.tingknowledge sharing for wetlands recovery practitioners, Ventura County
contains some of the best quality and last remaining wetlands in Southern California,
and, tbe LAPhas been an important resource for protectioJ:l.efforts because it is a
cOJ:l.sistentfunding source and a well-staffed program.

As a result of the Coastal Conservartcy's previous grant to Environment Now, the LAP
staff---includirlg Shawn Kelly, R.dminjstr;.,tc:'1I'of thp !';m;'llJgrant~ pl'ogr;Jm, ;)1"1dBoh Thi0.1
and Greg Gauthier, the LAP project coordinators for Ventura County---have provided
important assistance that other organizations in the Cou.ntyca1'lnotduplicate at this
time. They have helped target priority habitat restoration projects and recruit local
pa,rtners to develop them. They have also idenlified and publicized potential funcling
sources tor those projects, assisted in grant writing..facilitated project permitting, and
helped resolve other technical issues related to various projects.

As an example of an important rece:1:"lta,ccomplishment, Bob Thiel helped organize and
f;JriHt;,tp<In(.',v Vp.ntul'a River Watershed Council. Over the years, he has also provided
technical assistance to such agencies as the Ventura County Planning Division and
Ventura County Watershed Protection District, locally based watershed groups, su,ch as
the Upper Santa Clara River Biodiversity Working Group; and nonprofit O1'ganizations
such a.sThe Nature Conservancy, the Ojat Valley Land ConservaJ:tcy, and Friends of the
Santa Clara River. Many of our projects and mitiatives wuulu. bt: til:<:1.lll:!Uur 1\Ull-l:!xbLI::Ltl
withot~t Bob'5 commihnent and expertise.
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Byproviding staff support to the County Task Forces and by .sponsoring various
workshops a11dtraining programs, the LocalAssistat'\cePl'ogram.has furnished local
parmers with important, practical inJ:ormationregarding wetland protection and
restora,non, One of its key jnitiativeslast year was the 2006Wetlands Symposium,at the
Univc~G:i.tyof Clllifomifl,San.ta.Barbara, which i.ndwJ~t.la :;~riesof useful sessions on
such issues as applying landscape ecology to wetland management, avoiding common
problems in managing rest01'atio11pmjpct!:-,::\ndanticipatin.gthe impacts of clim~,tc
change on wetland conservation.

As a manager of a major conservation program. for a large nonprofit here, I can attest to
the value of the Local Assistance Program. It has been invaluable to the community in
cultivating partnerships among sta.keholdel"S,wor.k;.ngwith agency persoIIDel,and
advising local gTOupson funding opportunities, strategies and potential projects, I
strongly ul'ge the Coru:;t;;tlCOJ:\9CtVQDC)"to conti.J:\ue to support Lhls irupu.rlant work by

approving the proposed grant to Environment Now.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

~
Sandi Matsumoto
Co-chair of the Ventura Counly Task Force,
Souther.nCalifornia Wetlands Recovery Project; and

Project Director
The Nature ConservaJ\cy

Cc: Karen Bane.
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January 4, 2007 
 
Douglas Bosco, Chair 
Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
 
Dear Chair Bosco and members of the Conservancy Board: 
Attn: Karen Bane, Project Manager 
 
On behalf of the Earth Resource Foundation I wish to convey strong support for the proposed $650,000 
grant to Environment Now to continue the Southern California Wetlands Recovery Project Local 
Assistance Program (LAP). 
 
Through the work of its staff, the WRP LAP has helped build the capacity of local organizations to 
develop and implement wetlands projects, increased the involvement of local groups in restoration of our 
coastal wetlands, and helped us all exchange information and share resources. 
  
I believe that the professional knowledge and skill base that is provided by the LAP to the local 
organizations is critical to the future success and stability of the Wetlands Recovery Project.  Our local 
Lap representative has worked collaboratively with our organization to increase stakeholder participation 
in watershed issues throughout the Santa Ana River watershed, a focal project of the Earth Resource 
Foundation.   We look forward to being able to continue this collaboration to build awareness of and 
active participation in the critical conservation and restoration needs of Orange County.  
 
Thank you very much for the opportunity to comment on the LAP and for the work you have done to 
make southern California’s wetlands a priority. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Stephanie Barger 
Executive Director 
Earth Resource Foundation 

 1706 B Newport Blvd, P.O. Box 12364, Costa Mesa, California 92627 
PHONE: (949) 645-5163  FAX: (949) 645-5173   www.earthresource.org  
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December 28, 2006 
 
 
Douglas Bosco, Chair 
Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco: 
 
Attn: Karen Bane, Project Manager 
 
I would like to express my strong support of the Local Assistance Program. Over the past 
four years, our work has benefited greatly through the coordination and technical support 
of the Local Assistance Program.  
 
Aquatic Adventures provides educational programs that connect underserved youth to 
science, inspire environmental action, and increase exposure to marine habitats.  Each 
year we mobilize thousands of non-traditional members of the environmental 
constituency in actions that support our coastal wetland habitats. As a small not-for-profit 
organization, we have been able to leverage the resources made available through the 
Local Assistance Program to achieve greater on-the-ground results in wetlands recovery 
and volunteer engagement. Working alongside Megan Johnson during the past year, in 
particular has lead to new opportunities for collaborative projects that address regional 
challenges in wetlands recovery and enhancement.   
 
If you or others have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 858.488.3849.    
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

Shara Fisler 
Executive Director 

Aquatic Adventures . 2211 Pacific Beach Drive, Suite A . San Diego, CA 92109 
858.488.3849 . www.aquaticadventures.org 
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Tijuana River National Estuarine Research Reserve 
“A Wetland of International Importance” International Ramsar Convention, 2005 

 
 

301 Caspian Way 
Imperial Beach, CA 91932 

Office (619) 575 3613 
Fax (619) 575 6913 

jcrooks@tijuanaestuary.org 
 

8 January 2007 
 
Douglas Bosco, Chair 
Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Attn: Karen Bane, Project Manager 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco, 
 I would like to take this opportunity to voice my support for the Wetlands Recovery Project’s Local 
Assistance Program.  Over the years, we at the Tijuana River National Estuarine Research Reserve (TR NERR) 
have benefited greatly from our interaction with the Wetlands Recovery Project.   A key goal of the TR NERR 
is to facilitate a science-based approach to wetland protection, restoration, and education, and our WRP Local 
Assistance Program, led by Megan Johnson, has been especially important in helping us achieve this goal. 
 
 For example, we recently completed a project funded by the WRP Small Grants Program to restore a 
wetland / upland transition zone at the Reserve.  The Local Assistance Program coordinator assisted us in the 
project implementation, and we will work with her to transfer important lessons learned through this work to a 
larger audience.  This will be accomplished in large part through the County Task Force, which has proven to 
be an interesting and fruitful forum to exchange ideas and move forward with effective wetlands-related work. 
In addition facilitating this sharing of experience and expertise related to understanding and protecting 
wetlands, the LAP and its coordinator are also serving as key partners in efforts to realize more funding for 
projects in the region.  We have recently partnered with the WRP to apply for EPA grants to address goals 
shared between the WRP and TR NERR, and Megan was absolutely instrumental in moving these grants 
forward.   
 

Overall, I believe that the LAP in San Diego has quickly become a vital instrument in the WRP’s 
efforts, and I look forward to a long and fruitful relationship aimed at preserving and restoring our coastal 
wetlands. 
 
          Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Dr. Jeffrey Crooks 
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A Nonprofit Corporation

P.o. Box 5903
HuntingtonBeach,CA 92615
(714) 963-2123

January 4, 2007

Douglas Bosco, Chair
Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13thFloor
Oakland, CA 94612

JDear Chair Bosco and members of the Conservancy Board:
, Attn: Karen Bane, Project Manager

On behalf of the Huntington Beach Wetlands ConservancyI am writing to convey our
strong support for the proposed $650,000 grant to Environment Now to continue the
Southern California Wetlands Recovery Project Local Assistance Program.

The work of the Local Assistance Program staffhas helped us continue to move forward
with our goal of restoring the coastal wetlands at the mouth of the Santa Ana River. We
appreciate the efforts and support of the Wetlands Recovery Project in achieving our
goals and look forward to continued support so we may implement the restoration
planning efforts completed to date.

Additionally, the work ofWRP LAP staff has helped build the capacity of other local
organizations to develop and implement wetlands projects, increased the involvement of
local groups in restoration of our coastal wetlands, and helped us all exchange
information and share resources.

I believe that the professional knowledge and skill base that is provided by the LAP to the
local organizations is critical to the future success and stability of the Wetlands Recovery
Project. Orange County needs the support of the Local Assistance Program.

Thank you very much for the opportunity to comment on the LAP and for the work you
have done to make Southern California's wetlands a priority.

iismcere~ /~
k Kirkorn

hainnan of the Board
Huntington Beach Wetlands Conservancy

RECEr
JAN 0 8 ? -/

COASTALCONL 'V j
OAKLAND,C.'~uF:
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