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 To whom it may concern:

I am writing to you to support preservation of a unique environment known as the
Cedars.  Last year my production Company filmed a team of scientists from JPL
exploring the Cedars for an astronomy film program called “What's Up in the
Universe?” which is intended for both broadcast on public television, as well as
educational distribution. This 60-minute special and 6-part educational series has been
designed to lead viewers on an expedition of discovery by blending science, art and
storytelling along with interviews with some of today's leading scientists in order to help
connect astronomy to people's everyday lives.

We have an airdate on National Public Television of May 1, 2007 to coincide with
International Space Day and Pacific Islander’s month, What's Up in the Universe?
explores our own planet's relationship and similarities with the other planets in our solar
system and ponders in a truly contemporary matrix the age old question,  "Are we
alone?" - a question made more profound with the recent discovery of extra solar planets
orbiting sun-like stars,

The Cedars was a chance for us to film in a unique living laboratory where important
lessons are still unfolding.  The peridotite is a unique feature that deserves to be
preserved.  The beauty of the landscape made a perfect backdrop for our film and we
filmed both in the main Canyon where the springs are near the camp and along the trails
to the ridge tops. We featured the Cedars in three sections of the film and intend to go
back to film more for the educational part of the project.  The premise was comparative
planetology to understand what microorganisms might have been and might still be on
Mars.

The Cedars could be used for future film work and for students in the arts and sciences
to learn and study.  I would think that anyone seeing the Cedars would want to protect
the natural features in perpetuity and allow scientific research and artistic inspiration to
continue there.
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I’ll be glad to answer any additional questions you may have and can be reached
anytime at (650) 726-1693. Please visit our web site to see a clip from our program at
www.whatsupintheuniverse.org

Cordially,

Susan Friedman
Director and Producer
“What’s Up in the Universe?”
whatisup@earthlink.net
www.whatsupintheuniverse.org

Exhibit 7:  Letters of Support



Exhibit 7:  Letters of Support



Exhibit 7:  Letters of Support



 
 
 

STANFORD 

 
 
 
UNIVERSITY 

 
Dr. Robert G. Coleman, Professor of Geology Emeritus PHONE:  (650) 854-3641 
Department of Geological & Environmental Sciences  
Stanford University  
2025 Camino Al  Lago, Atherton, CA 94027                                                     e-mail coleman@pangea.stanford.edu 
 

September 30, 2006 
 
Dear Roger and David; 
 
This letter is written to provide some geological information in support 
of the proposed incorporation of your property into the East Austin 
Creek State Park. The exciting aspect of the Cedars is that it is a 
place where scientific studies took place under your careful guidance. 
The goal of this natural preserve such as you have started should be to 
support botanical, biological, geochemical, and geological research on 
theories and explanations for this dislodged piece of the Earth's 
peridotite slab and the plants now living here. The uniqueness of The 
Cedars is what human activity that has taken place in the past 200 years 
has hardly changed its pristine setting. It has one of the largest 
continuous exposures of peridotite in North America providing scientists 
the opportunity to study the Earth's Mantle without having to drill to 
great depths. Because of the unusual composition of these rocks and 
soils they produce hardly enough nutrients for normal plants to develop. 
As a result those plants that do grow here have developed a unique 
capacity to survive in a toxic habitat. The study of these plants by 
botanists provides insights on how plants adapt and develop tolerances 
to extreme toxic settings.  
 
Geologic  history of The Cedars  area. 
 
The Cedars peridotite is surrounded by sediments  accumulated  within a 
trench along  the continental  margin of California. These sediments are 
called greywacke (Franciscan formation) and represent debris eroded from 
the continent.  The Cedars peridotite is an exotic slab of oceanic crust 
detached  from the Pacific  oceanic  plate as it was subducted  under  
the continental  margin of California more than 150 million years ago.  
The detached peridotite slab was thrust into the greywacke  trench 
sediments and became part of the California continental  margin.  
Continuous “plate tectonic activity” slowly elevated  the Cedars 
peridotite slab along faults changing   its shape into an ellipsoidal 
mass that is now exposed within the  San Andreas Fault system. 

 The occurrence of large peridotite  slabs on the surface of the 
Earth is extremely rare and the Cedars is one  of the least altered 
examples in the world.  Peridotite is the main rock type of the Earth’s 
mantle and consists of dense silicate minerals that consist mainly of 
iron, magnesium, and silica. All of these minerals formed in the mantle 
under high temperatures and pressures in the absence of water!  When the 
detached Cedars peridotite slab became immersed in the cool  water-rich 
Franciscan greywacke  trench sediments,  the  dense peridotite silicate 
minerals along its outer boundaries altered into serpentine minerals. 
Serpentine minerals are essentially the same composition as the dense 
mantle silicate minerals but they contain up to 12% water and are much 
less dense than the primary mantle silicates.  

The tectonic history of the Cedars peridotite Within the 
California continental margin has preserved much of the primary nature 
of the peridotite minerals and so the alteration of the primary 
silicates (serpentinization) is still continuing.  

Today numerous springs with travertine aprons are the result of 
continuing serpentinization and their chemical composition is controlled 
by continuous present day serpentinzation at the surface of the Earth. 
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The spring waters are unique and have one of the highest pH (>11.5) of 
natural waters and contain abiotic hydrogen and methane as the 
peridotite slowly changes to serpentine. In 1967, Dr. Ivan Barnes of the 
U.S.Geological Survey was the first to discover the unique nature of 
these spring waters and suggested that present day serpentinzation was 
happening within the Cedars peridotite. In the present decade scientific 
interest in the Cedars springs has brought together an active research 
group from University of Southern California who are studying the water-
rock-life interactions within these springs. A diverse new 
microbiological community has been found within the spring waters and is 
considered one of the best analogues into understanding early life 
processes on Earth and other terrestrial bodies.  

I have felt it a great privilege to be welcomed to your Cedars 
natural area to carry out my geologic research, as have my colleagues 
from the academic world who are developing new theories on the origin of 
life. Your stewardship of conservation and encouragement of studies 
within your property has set a high standard for private sector support 
of basic research. For these reasons I am hoping that the committee that 
reviews your proposal will ac favorably to protect this geological and 
botanical treasure. 

 
With best regards; 
 

 
 
 
Robert G. Coleman Professor of Geology Emeritus 
 
Member National Academy of Science 
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,
Januar;r 24, 20°?

Ms. Deborah Hirst
Project Manager' ,
(alifornia Coastal Conservancy

, ' th
1330 Broadway Avenue, 13 Floor
Oa,kland,CA 94612-2530 \

.'

"

D~ar Deborah: .. \ '

Stewards of the Coast and Redwo,ods supports the grant request fropl Sonoma Land Trust to th~ '

State Coastal Conservancy to develop a strategy f6r, and conduct, landowner outreach to protect

t"The-Cedars" region of Sonopla County - an area of.extraordinary global significance.

'-

, . , I . " ' "

This plannihg and outteach is'an important step toward the~permanent protection of The Ced~rs, an
eXtremely high priority for conservation in Sonoma County. In addition to permanendy protecting
its unique botanical~geological arid aquatic reso1irces, there is ~uGh to be ,leamed Jrom this stunning'

, hindscape, as is evident from the research and investigatioris being conducted there. Scientists and '
academi~s from around the world 'are studying The Cedar's aquatic systems and have:;identlfied The,
Cedats asa place of "buts tanding significance", ,and a "unique arid valuable national treasure"!-due to
the distinctive life processes taking place here.

'--

We.~trongly support conservation 9f The C~dars,and encourage the members of the Board of the
C9astal ConservanCy to approve this grant to the Sonoma Land Trust.

, Sincerely,

'~~
MicheleLuria
Exec~tiveDttector

:"

, '

~ ~ «'t

"
,

Cc: Amy' Chesnut, Sonoma Land Trost, ' -

J,AN 2 6 2D07

}

,....
\j)

"

..
" , I

P.O.Box2 . DuncaosMills,CA 95430' . (707) 869-9177.' (707) 869-8252Fax " stewards@mcn.org
www.$tewardsofthecoastandredwoods.org ., ' ,

'J~ '

Exhibit 7:  Letters of Support



Exhibit 7:  Letters of Support



Exhibit 7:  Letters of Support



02/08/2007 18:23 707-5557359 OPEN SPACE DISTRICT

SONOMA COUNTY

AGRICULTURALPRESERVATION
AND OPEN SPACE DISTRICT

Ms. Deborah Hirst:

Project:Manager
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway Avenue, 13t.JFloor
Oakhnd, CA 94612-2530

Dear Ms. Hirst:

It is our understanding that the Sonoma Land Trust is requesting a grant from the State
Coastal Conservancy to develop a strategy for, and conduct, landowner outreach to protect
«The Cedars" region of Sonoma County - 'an area of extraordinary global signi6.cance.This
proactive approach is cOIlSistent:with goals and objectives in OUtlong-range acquisition plan,
Connecting Communiries and the Land.

This planning and outreach is an important step toward the permanent protection of The
Cedars, an extremely high priority for conservation in Sonoma. County. In addicion to
penna.nenclyprotecring its unique botanical, geological and aquatic :tcsoUtces,there is much
to be learned £tom this smnning landscape, ~ is evident from the research and investigations
being conducted there. Scientists and academics from around the world ate studying The
Ceda.r'saquatic systems and have identified The Cedars as a place of «outstancling
significance", and a '<uniqueand valuable national treasure" due to the distinctive life
processestAkingplace here. .

We strongly support conservation of The Cedars and encourage the members of the Boud
of the Coastal Conservancy to approve this grant to the Sonoma. Land Trost.

~~
Andtea Mackenzie

General Manager

Cc: . Amy Chesnut. Sonoma. Land Trost

747 Mendocino Avenue, Suite 100 . Santa Rosa, California 95401-4850

707.565.7360 .Fax 707.565.7359. www.sonomaopenspace.org
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Feb 12 07 11:25a 707-544-7242LandPaths

.- fandPatilS'-- "
Land Partners Through Stewardship

Ms, Qeborah Hirst
Project Manage~
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway Avenue, 131hFloor ..
Oakland, CA 94612-2530

'\Dear Deborah:

"

. . . ,. . ,

.LandPa~hs supports the grant request from Sonoma Land Trust to the State Coa!>tal
. Conservancy to develop a strategy for. and conduct.,landown~ o,utreacbto protect "The
Cedars",.regionof Sorioma County '- an area of extraordinary global significance. .

As has been discussed on several occasions as part of our West County Working Gioup .
Col1aborative,this planning and outreach is ~ important step toward the permanent
protection of The Cedars, an area of high pnority for conservation in S.onomaCounty.

. .

In addition to pennanentJy protecting its unique bot~lcal, geologicaJ and aquatic resources, '

there is much to be learned from this stunning landscape, as is evident iTomthe research and
investigations being conducted 'there, "Scientistsand academics from around the world.ate
studying The Cedar's aquatic systems and'have.identified The Cedars as a place of
"outstanding significance", and a "unique and valuable national 'teasure" due to the
distinctive life processes taking place here. Given aJlthis I am, fTankly,somewhat ,astounded
that the area has remained <<Underthe radar'" in tenns of conservation and p~otectionuntil j~st
recently.. .' . .

The Cedars has additional significance as an area of unique habitat to be protected and
studied. The Cedars are due west of the 400-acre Riddell Preserve, an oak and madrone-
studded wildand property'owned and stewan;ledby,LandPaths - land that ,couldsomeday serve

, as the eas~em tennirius of an east-west" corridor of protected habItat spanning between the
high tide line and the Dry Creek Yalley outside Healdsbur~ No such C9rridor of protected

. habitat yet exists in Sonoma Coupty to my knowledge. '
, .

. I strong~y support conserva~ion of The Cedars and its environs and I encourage the members
, of the Board of the Coastal "Conservancy to-approve this grant to the Sonoma Land Trust.- .' . . . , '

~:""r:

Craig Anderson
Executive Director-
Cc:

. .

Amy Chesnut, Sonoma Land Trust.

P.O, Box 4648 Santa Rosa, California 95402-4648
P: (707) 544-7284 F: (707) 544-7242 info@landpaths.org Outir.lgs: (707) 524-9318

p.1
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SONOMA COUNTY TRAILS COUNCIL
P.O. Box 14483, Santa Rosa, CA 95402

www.sonomacountvtrails.orll

Ms. Deborah Hirst

Project Manager
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway Avenue, 13thFloor
Oakland, CA 94612-2530

Dear Dehornh=

The Sonoma County Trails Council supports the grant request from Sonoma Land Trust to the
State Coastal Conservancy to develop a strategy for, and conduct, landowner outreach to protect
"The Cedars" region of Sonoma County - an area of extraordinary global significance.

This planning and outreach is an important step toward the permanent protection of The Cedars, an
extremely high priority for conservation in Sonoma County. In addition to permanently protecting
its unique botanical, geological and aquatic resources, there is much to be learned from this stunning
landscape, as is evident from the research and investigations being conducted there. Scientists and
academics from around the world are studying The Cedar's aquatic systems and have identified The
Cedars as a place of "outstanding significance", and a "unique and valuable national treasure" due to
the distinctive life processes taking place here.

Additionally, due to The Cedars' close proximity to both Bureau of Land Management property and
Austin Creek State Recreation Area, the protection of this area is an important opportunity to
connect protected lands and provide additional public recreational opportunities.

We strongly support conservation of The Cedars and encourage the members of the Board of the
Coastal Conservancy to approve this grant to the Sonoma Land Trust.

-2!tJJ ~~
Rob D. Helms
Executive Director

Sonoma County Trails Council

Cc: Amy Chesnut, Sonoma Land Trust

RECEIVED
FEB 9 2007

COASTALCONSERVANCY
OAKLAND.CALIF.
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