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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Natianal Oceanic and Atmosphel'ic Adminisa-aticn
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Southwest Region
777 Sonoma Ave., Room 325
Santa Rosa, CA 95404-6528

May 2, 2007 In ICspon~e refer to:
SWRIFiS'\VR3:JEA

Doug Bosco, Chair
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, California 94612
ATTN: San Clemente Dam RemovalProject

Dear Mr. Bosco:

This letter is in support of the Coastal Conservancy's Board approving $500,000 for technical
studies for rhe San Clemente Dam RemovalProject. These technica1studies the Coastal
Conservancy will fund are needed to provide enough detail on project design and its impacts to
reach consensus on how to implement the project.

The San Oemente Dam Removal Project is a high priority to NOAA's National Marine-Fisheries
Service as we consider the Cannel River one of the most critical watersheds for restoration of the
South-Central California Coast steelhead population. Tbe steelhead population of the Carmel
River is being viewed as the foundationand source population for recovery of steelhead on the
Central coast of California.

The removal of San Clemente Dam offers an historic opportunityto take a major step in the
restoration of the Carmel River'!>.ecosystemand its sreelheadfishery. Dam removal would
restore productive spawning and rearing habitat in the reaches currentlyoccupiedby the
sediment-filled reservoir and San Clemente Creek's alluvial delta. Three-quartersof the
potential steelhead rearing habitat and two-third.<:;of the potential spawning habitat within the
Carmel River watershed occur above San ClementeDam. These important habitatSare within
the Los Padres National Porest and the Ventana Wilderness Area. Removing the dam will allow
access to these areas where the fish are provided a higher level of protection for spawuing,
rearing and recovery.

As you know, this project js a cooperative effort among federdland state agencies and the private
sector to increase public benefits in the watershedrather than only having CaliforniaAmerican
Water Company merely meeting regulatoryrequirements. Not only will this project resolve the
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dam safety issue, it will also enhance biological connectivity of the river corridor, restore the
natura] sediment supply to the river and beach, and protect hundreds of acres of watershed lands.

We believe funding these studies will move this project ahead and answer many outStanding
questions to reach the final design. Once again, we encouragethe Board to approve $500,000 to
fund these necessary technical studies.

If you have any questions, please contactMs. Joyce Ambrosius at (707) 575-6064or
joyce.ambrosius@noaa.gov.

Sincerely,

W~~
Dick Butler
Santa Rosa Area Office Supervisor
Protected ResourcesDivision

cc: R. Strach, NMFS, Sacramento
T. Chapman, sce, Oakland
J. Minton, PCLF, Sacramento
M. Hunter, PCLF, Monterey
J. Range, Baker Donelson,Wash., DC
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JOlJYNL-A.IRD
ASSE:MBLYME:MBER, TWENTY,SEVENTH DISTRICT

STATE CAPITOL
PO. BOX 942849

SACRAMENTO, CA 94249,0027
(916) 319,2027

FAX (916) 319,2127

DISTRICT OFFICES
SANTA CRUZ COUNTY

701 OCEAN STREET, SUITE 318B
SANTA CRUZ, CA 95060

(831) 425,1503
FAX: (831) 425,2570

MONTEREY AND SANTA CLARA COUNTIES
99 PACIFIC STREET, SUITE 555,D

MONTEREY, CA 93940
(831) 649,2832
(408) 782,0647

FAX: (831) 649,2935May 8, 2007

Doug Bosco, Chair
Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Chairperson Bosco:

I am writing to support the staff recommendation for two agenda items at your meeting in May.
These two projects are the Rancho Calera acquisition in Big Sur and the San Clemente Dam
removal project, both of which are located within my assembly district.

As is noted in the Board Report, efforts have been made over the last two years to bridge the
communication and outreach gap between resource and conservation agencies and the residents
of Big Sur. I applaud the Conservancy for taking an active role in this discussion.

The Rancho Calera acquisition is the first major public land purchase since these efforts began. I
believe the stakeholders involved, including the property owners, have made strong efforts to
address in a proactive manner many of the concerns raised in the past by residents. While I
believe this property will serve many purposes from an ecological and conservation standpoint, I
also believe the process of working with the community to achieve this goal is equally important
and worthy of your support.

Additionally, the safety of the residents of Carmel Valley as well as the health of the Carmel
River has long been a concern for me. As California American Water Company, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and the Division of the Safety of Dams review the options for the San
Clemente Dam, I believe the proposed technical studies will aid all interested parties in finding
the best long term solution for both the ratepayers of the Monterey Peninsula and the ecology of
the Carmel River.

Because of the importance of these two projects, I am writing to express my support and ask for
the Conservancy's approval at your upcoming meeting. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact me.

Sincerely

~ ~
' . LAIRD, Assemblymember

2 istrict
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MAY 0 D 2l-~1'

COASTAlCONSERVANCY
OAKLAND~CALIF.

http://www.assembly.ca.gov/demweb/members/a27/
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Printed on Recycled Paper
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KATHLEEN LEE

A1DE,.D 11011'S\1PEFMSDR
May 8, 2007

Doug Bosco, Chair
Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Support of San Clemente Dam Removal Project Tec1micalAssistance Grant

Dear Mr. Bosco:

Pleaseacceptthis letterof supportfor the CoastalConservancy'sstaffrecommendationfor approvalof a
$500,000grantto providetechnicalassistancefor the SanClementeDamProjed. The San Clemente
Damis locatedon the CarmelRiver,withinmy District,and is a highpriorityproject due to the seismic
instabilityof the structure,the threatto public safetyif the damfails, and thenegativeimpacton both state
andfederaUylistedsteelheadtrout andthe Californiared-leggedfrog. .TheCaliforniaDepartmentof
WaterResourcesDivisionof the Safetyof Damshas declaredthe San ClementeDam a significantthreat
to downstreamlives andproperty. Thepotentia11ossof 1500structures,the displacementof thousandsof
residentsand the environmentalimpactresultingfrom a damfailurewouldhave a profoundimpacton my
constituency.

I am fortunateto representa districtthat has an active enviromnentalconstituency. TheCarmelRiver
Watershed Conservancy has led the efforts to restore and enhance the natural resources along the C8111lel
River,detailingtheir workin CarmelRiver WatershedConservancy'sActionPlan of2005. The Planning
andConservationLeagueFoundationpartneredwith CRWCin 2006 and identifieddamremovalas a key
restorationactionanddetailedthe manybenefitsthat damremovalwouldhave for the publicand to the
ecosystem. As amemberof the MontereyPeninsulaWaterManagementDistrictBoardof Directors,I am
proud of the District's work to conveneaTecluricalAdvisoryCommitteecomprisedof community
stakeholders,residentsand thoseactivein watershedrestoration. The TAC identifiedgoalsto restore
watershedprocessesin the CarmelRiver that will improvefishpassageand accessto spawningand
rearinghabitat for steelheadtrout; improvingthe aquaticandriparianhabitat alongthe river and to
reestablishthe naturalsedimentsupplyto areasdownstreamof the San ClementeDam. The proposed
engineeringstudyfor a damremovalprojectwiil help to meetmanyof the goalsidentifiedby the
TechnicalAdvisoryCommittee.
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Supervisor Dave Potter
RE: Support of San Clemente Dam Removal Project Technical Assistance Grant

May 8,2007, Page 2 012

The StateCoastalConservancyhas workedcollaborativelywithNOAAFisheries,the Planningand
ConservationLeague,severalcommunitynon-profitorganizationsand the dam's owner,California
AmericanWater,to studythepotentialof removingthe dam andrestoringhabitatthroughouttheCarmel
RiverWatershed. I applaudthe CoastalConservancy'sleadershiprole in this collaborativeeffortand the
workthathas been doneto date. Approvingthe staffrecommendationwill furtherthe effortsto develop
an alternativewherethepub1icagencieswou1dworkwith CaliforniaAmericanWaterto removethe San
ClementeDam.

I stronglyencouragethe CoastalConservancyto approvethe staffrecommendationof a $500,000grant to
provideongoingtechnicalassistancetowardsthe removalof the SanClementeDam. This projectwin
have tremendouspositiveimpacton improvingthe safetyof the residentswholive downstream,improve
the qualityand quantityofhabitat alongandwithinthe CarmelRiverfor manyspeciesincludingthe
steelheadand Californiared-leggedfrog,andrestoreconnectivityfor the CarmelRiverwith its floodplain,
wetlandareasand lagoon.

Sincerely,

17~ 47 ~.

Dave Potter

FifthDistrictSupervisor

DLPIk1
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Sam Davidson 
California Field Director 
 

Trout Unlimited:  America’s Leading Coldwater Fisheries Conservation Organization 
California Field Office: 620 Park Row #602, Salinas, CA 93901 
Direct: (831) 484‐2616 • email: sdavidson@tu.org • www.tu.org 

 

 
May 8, 2007 

 
Doug Bosco, Chair 
Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA  94612 
ATTN: San Clemente Dam Removal Project 
 
 

Re:   Proposal to allocate funding for feasibility study for  
   removal of San Clemente Dam an the Carmel River 

 
Dear Mr. Bosco, 
 
This letter transmits the support of Trout Unlimited for the proposed study to 
assess the engineering and technical feasibility of removing the San Clemente Dam 
on the Carmel River in Monterey County.  
 
Trout Unlimited (TU) is America’s largest and oldest coldwater conservation group, 
with more than 150,000 members nationwide and some 14,000 in California.  Our 
mission is to conserve, protect and restore North America’s native trout and salmon 
populations and their watersheds. 
 
TU is working with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) on that agency’s 
recovery project to restore to viability populations of the central and southern 
California coastal steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss), a federal and state listed native 
fish.  We are also closely involved with the grassroots campaigns of local 
organizations such as the Carmel River Steelhead Association to support steelhead 
recovery in the Carmel River and other central coast streams.  We will continue to 
be involved with the collaborative effort to bring back consistent and healthy 
steelhead runs in the Carmel River, and, more broadly, to restore more natural and 
sustainable hydrological and sediment functions and processes to the river, 
improve fish and wildlife habitat and riparian resources in a key coastal stream, and 
reconnect the Carmel River from its headwaters through its floodplain and 
wetlands to the lagoon at its mouth. 
 
San Clemente Dam is a significant barrier to migration of steelhead trout.  NMFS 
ranks the Carmel River as the most potentially viable watershed for recovery of the 
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South‐Central California Coast Distinct Population Segment (S‐CCC DPS) of 
steelhead, a federally‐threatened subspecies, and has stated that restoration of the 
Carmel River steelhead population is critical to the overall recovery of the S‐CCC 
DPS.  Removing San Clemente Dam would restore steelhead access to over 25 miles 
of spawning and rearing habitat and would reduce stress on fish traveling further 
upstream beyond Los Padres Dam, where there are miles of additional spawning 
and rearing habitat in the upper mainstem Carmel River and its tributaries.  
 
Removing the dam would also permanently address the threat to public safety from 
dam failure, enhance the biological connectivity of the river corridor, and restore 
the natural sediment supply to the downstream watershed and beach. Through the 
dam removal project, there is also an opportunity to protect and provide recreation 
on hundreds of acres of watershed lands. 
 
As you may be aware, removal of San Clemente Dam also would restore designated 
beneficial uses for the Carmel River identified in the Central Coast Regional Water 
Quality Control Board Basin Plan (1994); these include cold freshwater habitat, 
wildlife habitat, recovery of rare, threatened or endangered species, migration of 
aquatic organisms, and spawning habitat.  
 
Technical assessments have determined that San Clemente Dam is functionally 
obsolete, and likely to fail catastrophically in a major seismic event.  Environmental 
studies have concluded that the dam adversely affects both upstream and 
downstream habitats for a variety of sensitive species, including the steelhead trout 
and the California red‐legged frog.  The dam cannot be restored to its former 
function as a water supply source. 
 
The proposed engineering study is needed to advance a plan now for dam removal 
that will build upon the present high level of support for a restoration strategy for 
the Carmel River in which dam removal is the primary tactic for ecosystem 
improvement.  The Department of Water Resources (DWR) is currently reviewing 
an EIR/EIS that considers dam removal as one option to address the dam’s seismic 
safety issues.  However, if agreement cannot be reached by the fall of 2007 on 
removing San Clemente Dam, California American Water, the dam’s owner, will 
move forward with buttressing the structure.  
 
If Cal‐Am proceeds with strengthening the existing structure as a seismic remedy, 
there will not be another opportunity to remove the dam for at least 75 years.  
Allowing the dam to remain in place will require extraordinary and expensive 
measures to protect the ESA‐listed steelhead trout.  A proper evaluation of project 
costs for dam removal must describe and calculate the benefits of removal versus 
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long‐term structural management costs as well as the costs that must be borne by 
future generations of residents and water users.   
 
The proposed technical studies are needed to provide enough detail on the project 
design and its impacts so that consensus can be reached on how to implement dam 
removal.  The proposed studies will support the ongoing cooperative effort 
between the public and private sectors to resolve the ecological and public safety 
problems associated San Clemente Dam, and could lead to greater public benefits 
than would result from any of the participants working alone or solely through a 
regulatory solution. 
 
Removing San Clemente Dam will result in myriad public benefits that far 
outweigh the costs associated with removing the structure.  TU urges the Coastal 
Conservancy board to approve funds to conduct the proposed engineering study, 
and we salute the Conservancy’s efforts to ensure an outcome that enhances our 
wildlife and water resources while protecting the interests of local area residents. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

  Sam Davidson 
 

Sam Davidson 
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National Wildlife Federation

WILDliFE

Western Natural Resource Center.
6 NickersonStreet, Suite 200 l Seattte, Washington, 98109
(206) 285.8707 . Fax: (206) 285.8698 . www.nwf.org,

HDt:I~l~ ilON

May 8, 2007

Doug Bosco, Chair
Coastal Conservancy
J330 Broadway! Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

RE: San Clemente Dam Removal Project, .

Dear Mr. Bosoo:

The National Wildlife Federation (NWF), on behalf of our four million members and supporters
nationwide, and 500,000 in California, submits this letter to support the State Coastal
Conservancy's reoommendation to conduct technical studies on the San Clemente Dam Removal
Project. NWF believes this study is critical to detennining a viable plan to restore the Cannel
River and the fish and wildlife that depend on a healthy and intact ecosystem.

The Carmel River once supported a healthy run of20,000 steelhead, but with the construction of
the San Clemente Dam in 1921)the m~jorityof spawning and rearing habitat for this population
was made inaccessible. The population is currently lingering at less than 700 fish and has been.
listed as threatened under the federal Endangered Species Act Furthermore, while the low
abundance of steelhead in the Carmel River is significant, the fact that NOAA Fisheries has
identified these fish as an important source population for the recovery of stcelhead on the
Central Coast makes this population decline even more troublesome. If this population is unable
to rebound, the future for stee1headon the Central Coast is further jeopardized.

As an organization that represents the interests of these fish and the sportsmen who enjoy them,
as well as the other wildlife species that will benefit from restoration ofthe Carmel River, such
as the threatened California red-legged frog, NVv'Fbelieves restoration of the Carmel River
watershed is essential. The San Clemente Darn Removal Project provides the roadmap toward
this goal of a healthy and restored Carmel River watershed.

Conducting the study proposed by the Coastal Conservancy is a key step toward identifying a
viable project that can provide a remedy for the many problems associated w1ththe San
Clemente Dam. Currently, the darn presents significant risk to public safety due to its inability to
withstand a serious seismic event. An estimated 2.1 million cubie yards of sediment and over 40
million gallons of water could devastate downstream inhabitants of the dam were to fail during a
magnitude 6.5 earthquake. Additionally, the restoration of a natural sediment regime for the
entirety of the Carmel River Watershed would result in enhanced habitat for fish and wildlife
species, as well as greater stability of the river's banks and bed.
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National Wildlife Federation believes that the steps the Coastal Conservanoy is taking to
thoroughly examine removal of the San Clemente Dam will help find the solution that works
best for California's fish, wildlife, and residents of the Cannel River watershed.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment and please include the National Wildlife Federation
in your list of groups that believe this project is important and very worthwhile.

Sincerely,

James Schroeder

Senior Environmental.Policy Specialist
Western Natural Resource Center
National Wildlife Federation
6 Nickerson Street, Suite 200
Seattle, WA 98I09
Phone: 206-285-8707
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FRIENDS OF THE RIVER
915 20th Strttt, Sacramento, CA 95814

916/442-3155 . FAX: 916/442-3396 . E-m.ail:info@friel}dsoftbc:rivc:r.'or~'. \IIww.friendsofthcrivcr.org

CALIFORNIA'S
STATEWIDERIVER
CONSERVATION
ORGANIZATION

May 7, 2007

The Honorable Doug Bosco
Chair, California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: San Clemente Dam Removal Study

Dear Chairman Bosco:

Friends of the River strongly supports the recommendation by California Coastal
, Conservancy staff to fund a $500,000 study to detennine the best approach to rEm)ovethe

San Clemente Dam on the Cannel River.

The San Clemente Dam no longer stores water and has completely filled with sediment.
The dam has one of the highest fish ladders in California and it is estimated that it
impedes the migration of as much as 66% of the Carmel River's endangered steelhead.
The dam does not meet earthquake safety standards and poses a hazard to public safety.

Removal of the dam would eliminate the public safety hazard, eliminate costly
maintenance, remove an impediment to the migration of endangered steelhead, improve
habitat for the endangered California red-legged frog, renew the river's natural sediment
transport function, and restore connectivity between the river and its upper watershed.
The proposed $500,000 study is an essential step towards achieving all of these positive
goals.

Friends of the River urges approval of the funding for this important study.

Sincerely,

Steven 1. Evans
Conservation Director

@ A NONPROFITTA)( DEDUCTIBLEORGANIZ/I'TlQN
..-.......
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CARMEL RIVER STEELHEAD ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 1183

MONTEREY, CA 93942

Doug Bosco, Chair
Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, Ca. 94612
Attn: San Clemente Dam Removal Project

Dear Doug,

The Carmel River Steelhead Association (CRSA) fully supports the cOastal Conservancy
actions to restore the Carmel River and its ESA protected Steelhead Trout. We have
worked for over 35 years to maintain this unique species and its genetic diversity within
the Carmel River Watershed. As I am sure you can appreciate multiple Dams, and
specifically San Clemente, have severely impacted the populations for near a century.
This is an historic opportunity to remove a major impediment to Steelhead migration and
population recovery. CRSA is ad~mant1yopposed to simply buttressing the Dam for
earthquake safety, that option will continue negative impacts on the public trust resource
for decades, without providing any water storage or flood control.

We fully support the Coastal Conservancy staff recommendation to conduct technical
studies of the Dam Removal with a Grant. This Project is a cooperative effort between
many Private, Public and Community Org;mi~ons. The Property Owner, California
American Water Company is making an impressive offer of Scenic Lands and Cash to
realize the full environmental and public resource benefits by Removal of the Dam.

CRSA and CAW have also been worlcingon joint projects in the Carmel Watershed to
recover ESA species such as Steelhead. We have submitted a Grant Request to American
Rivers to remove the first Dam ever built on the Carmel River, the "Old Carmel or China
Dam" which is a short distance below San Clemente. The combined benefit is very
significant, over 25 miles of spawning and rearing habitat restored to unrestricted
migratory access.

Thank you for your full involvement with the Historic Restoration of the Carmel River
and its Wddlife!

s&~~
Frank Emerson, VP
Carmel River Steelhead Association

Dr. Royjfhomas, President
CarmefRiver Steelhead Association

RECEIVE..
HAY0 9 2007

COASTAlCON~EAvANCY
OAKLAND.CAUF.
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6Cannel RIverWatershed Conservancy
P.o. Box 223833 Carmel. CA 93922-3833 . 831-375.5376

e-mail: steelheadcrwc@Sbcgfobal.net .website: www.carmelriv~atersh(!<torg

May 7th 2007

Doug Bosco, Chair,
Coastal Conservancy,
1330 Broadway,Suite 1300,
Oakland, CA 94612

San Clemente Dam Removal Project

Dear Sir,

On behalf of the board of directors and members of the Carmel River
Watershed Conservancy we 9ubmit this letter of support of the proposed
study to aS8e88the engineering and technicalfeasibilityof a projectto
remove the San Clemente Dam located on the Carmel River in Monterey
County.San ClementeDamIs functionally obsolete, and seismically
unstable according to the California Division of Safety of Dame.

Removal of San Clemente Damwould provide unrestricted access to over
25 miles of spawning and rearing habitat for steelhead trout and the Red-
Legged frog that remain on the list of threatened specie.. The project
would also fesolve the public safety issue posed by the dam, enhance
biological connectivity of the rivercorridor, restore the natural sediment
supply to the river and beach, and protect several hundred acres of
watershed lands.

The project is a cooperative effort of the public and private sectors and
could lead to greater public benefits than would result from any of the
participants working alone or solely through a regulatory solution.

Of major concern to us and the other conservation non-profits that support
the watershed Is the Incompleteness of the study of how the migrating
ateelhead will ascend and descend the 80 plus feet of apace from the

501(') (3) Nonprofit Corporation. TaxlD 1#77-0548869
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existing sedimentation plain above San Clemente dam to the heavily
incised river below.

One can hardly visualize a form of fish ladder If one is intent on
decommissioning a dam. However the alternative is perhaps a series of
manMmadepools that enable the steelhead to ascend and descend In a
natural manner. This In Itself could be a costly project. Someyears ago a
aimilar study was made to create a series of connected pools from a mile
below the San Clemente dam and to . mile above the dam. This was to be
accomplished by removing the dam masonry and using the fillmaterial to
create the pools. Itdied a natural death.

We therefore trust that sufficient funds are available for this specific part of
tho study and to provide some kind of fall-back program in the Avent river
flow8over the next 30 years continue the downward trend. That might
include the provtaion of funds to dredge the Los Padresdam in order to
increase the reserves of stored water to maintain flow. all year. Continued
dewatering of the Carmel River is inevitable even when the excess
currently being diverted is replaced with an alternative source. The
unrostricted practice of allowing wells to be drilled in the highlands of the
watershed is endangering the public trust.

Yours truly,

CI~8~'
Preeldent.

c.c. Mr. David Berger,
General Manager.
Monterey Peninsula Water Management District.

501()(3)Nonpront Corporation.Tn ID t#77-054886'
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May 7, 2007 
 
Doug Bosco, Chair 
Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA 94612 
ATTN: Carmel River/San Clemente Dam Project 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco, 
 
The Big Sur Land Trust is a nonprofit organization committed to conserving 
significant lands and waters of California’s Central Coast.  Recently we have been an 
active partner in projects in the Carmel River, most notably the planning and design 
of a multi-use Carmel River Parkway linking public lands via a network of trails in 
the lower river. Additionally we are active in identifying and acquiring significant 
lands in the watershed with a goal of providing water resource, riparian corridor, and 
fish and wildlife protection. 
 
The San Clemente Dam has been documented in numerous scientific studies to be 
detrimental to the ecological viability of the Carmel River and poses a significant 
safety hazard for the community. The Big Sur Land Trust is supportive of a project 
that would provide for the long-term restoration of the river and its biological 
resources including the steelhead trout and California Red-Legged Frog. An 
opportunity such as that provided by removal of the San Clemente Dam should be 
viewed in the larger context of watershed restoration so that multiple objectives are  
accomplished. There is growing recognition of the value that dam removal can bring 
to restoring ecosystem function within river systems. The Carmel River is an 
important resource for all Californians and can be an example of creative 
collaboration for restoring ecosystem function and providing a safer, healthier 
watershed for current and future residents and visitors to this unique river. The Big 
Sur Land Trust welcomes the opportunity to be a partner in the restoration of this 
important watershed. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
William H. Leahy 
Executive Director 

P. O. Box 221864, Carmel, CA 93922  t:831-625-5523 f:831-625-0716  mail@bigsurlandtrust.org  www.bigsurlandtrust.org 
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May 8, 2007 
 
 
Doug Bosco, Chair 
Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA  94612 
ATTN: San Clemente Dam Removal Project 
 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco: 
 
We are writing this letter in support of the proposed study to assess the engi
technical feasibility of a project to remove the San Clemente Dam.  The San
Dam, located on the Carmel River in Monterey County, is nonfunctioning a
seismically unstable according to the California Division of Safety of Dams
Environmental studies have concluded that the dam negatively impacts both
and downstream habitats for a variety of species including the state and fed
steelhead trout, and California red-legged frog.  Technical assessments have
determined that the dam cannot be restored to its former function as a water
source.   
 
Failure to remove the dam, an option under consideration, will require a com
maintain an obsolete, damaging and dangerous facility in perpetuity throug
and other costly yet temporary and inevitably unstable remedies.  Allowing
remain in place will also require extraordinary measures to protect the feder
state listed steelhead trout for the life of the dam and maintain healthy river
adding to the financial and environmental burden of current and future rate 
the Monterey Peninsula region.  Short and long-term benefits of complete d
far outweigh the immediate costs of dam removal.  Furthermore, the remov
Clemente Dam will restore designated beneficial uses for the Carmel River
the Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board Basin Plan (1994)
cold fresh water habitat, terrestrial wildlife habitat; rare, threatened or endan
species habitat; migration of aquatic organisms; and spawning habitat.  The
Clemente Dam can and should be removed in a manner and sequence that s
ecosystem function and human needs and safety.   
 
The Department of Water Resources (DWR) is currently reviewing an EIR/
considers dam removal as one option to address the dam’s seismic safety is
current window of opportunity to eliminate the dam safety risk, improve fis
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and restore the Carmel River will end sometime in fall 2007 when DWR will make its 
determination of the appropriate project. If an agreement cannot be reached soon on 
dam removal, California American Water will proceed with buttressing the dam. The 
proposed engineering study is needed to advance a plan now for dam removal that will 
build upon current interest and support for a restoration strategy for the Carmel River 
that incorporates dam removal as a central action for ecosystem enhancement.   
 
In support of this approach, VWS has worked as part of the Technical Advisory 
Committee with other stakeholders and conservation groups to implement the Carmel 
River Watershed Action Plan (CRWC 2005).  The Action Plan identified many of the 
constraints and opportunities for a healthy river system.  The proposed engineering 
study for a dam removal project would help to meet many of the goals identified by the 
Technical Advisory Committee.  These goals include restoring watershed processes in 
the Carmel River that will also improve fish passage and access to spawning and 
rearing habitat for steelhead trout; improving the aquatic and riparian habitat corridor 
along the river; and, reestablishing the natural sediment supply to downstream reaches 
increasing the biological connectivity of the river.  
 
We urge the Board to approve funds to conduct the proposed engineering study and are 
grateful for the Coastal Conservancy’s leadership and efforts to ensure the best 
outcome for the residents of the state of California in protecting valued wildlife and 
water resources. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

Kelly Sorenson     Karen Shihadeh 
Executive Director     Senior Wildlife Biologist 

Conservation Ecology and Habitat 
Restoration 
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Coastal

May 8. 2007

Doug Bosco, Chair
Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway. Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94<J12
ATfN: San Clemente Dam Removal Project

Dear Mr. Bosco:

This letter is submitted to support the proposed study to assess the engineering and
techcical feasibility of a project to remove the San Clemente Dam.

According to the California Division of Safety of Dams, the San Clemente Dam is
functionally obsolete and seismically unstable. Environmental studies have concluded that
the dam negatively impacts both upstream and downstream habitats for a variety of species
including the state and federally listed steelhead trout as well as the California red-legged
frog. Technical assessments have further dete:rmro.ed that the dam cannot be restored to its
former function as a water supply source.

The Coastal Watershed Council (CWC) has collaborated with governmental and nonprofit
organizations to develop programs to support community involvement in restoring water
quality and habitat in the Carmel River watershed for steelhea.d trout, the California red-
legged frog, and human use.

From the Coastal Watershed Council's perspective. there are several benefits which are
persWlsive to encoru:age moving forward on this project

. Removal of San ClementeDanl would provide Unrestrictedaccess to over twenty-
fivemiles of spawningand rearinghabitat for steelhead trout.

. Fish and wildlife habitat and riparian ecosystems would be significandy improved in
this coastal watershed

. The Cannel River would recover sustairutble hydrological and sediment>functions
and processes>. The connectivity of the Cannel River and its floodplain. wetland areas, and lagoon
would be restored.

P.o. Box 1459 Santa Cruz, California 9.3061 I tel (B31) 464-9200 fax (831) 464-9214 : www.coastal-watershed.org
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. The project would resolve the public safety issue posed by the ~ enhance
biological connectivity of the river corridor, restore the natuIal sediment supply to
the river and beach, and protect several hunched acres of watershed lands.

These technical studies are needed to provide sufficient detail regarding the project design
and its impacts to reach consensus on how best to implement the project. As a result of the
history of involvement of a range of organizations in matters regarding the San Clemente
Dam, this project offers an exciting opportunity for an effective public/private partnership.

In support of this approach, ewc has worked to engagelocal groups in an effort to build
upon previous work iniriated by the Cannel River Watershed Conservancy (CRWC) to
support .implementation of the Cannel River Watershed Action Plan (CRWC 2005). In
2006, CWC with the Phnning and Conservation League Foundation (pcLF) and CRWC
joindy developed the Supplemental Cannel River Watershed Action Plan to identify key
restoration activities. These activities would take advantage of community involvement and
would bring substantial public benefits.

The proposed engineering study for a dam removal project would help to meet many of the
goals identified by the 2006 Cannd River Technical Advisory Committee. These goals
include: restoring wateJ:Shed processes in the Carmel River which will improve fish passage
and accessto spawning and rearing habitat for steelhead trout; improving the aquatic and
riparian habitat corridor along the river; and, reestablishing the natural sediment supply to
downstream reaches in order to increase the biological connectivity of the river..

Furt:h.ennore, the removal of San Clemente Dam will restore designated beneficial uses for
the Cannel River identified in the Central Coast Regiorua1Water Quality Control Board
Ba.sin Plan (1994). Those benefits include: improved cold fresh water habitat and wildlife
habitat; increased protection of rare. threatened or endangered species; restored migration of
aquatic organisms; and, improved spawning habitat.

We strongly- re~onunend that the Board approve funds to conduct the proposed engineering
study. We believe that the positive benefits of this project along with the avoidance of risks
and costs associated with not proceeding with this project make moving forward with the
proposed study fully consistent with the mission of the Coastal Conservancy.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

~~~
Bill Leland
Executive Director
Coastal Watershed Council
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