
Phone: 323.564.0410 
Fax: 323.564.5027  

10435 S. Central Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 90002 

GRANT HOUSING  
       AND  
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

Offering  
     Neighborhood  
          Empowerment 

April 25, 2007 
 
Coastal Conservancy 
Douglas Bosco, Chair 
1330 Broadway, 11th Floor 
Oakland, CA  94612 
  
RE:  Support for the Lower Los Angeles River Urban Watershed Project 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco: 
 
We are pleased to express support for Heal the Bay’s Lower Los Angeles River Urban Watershed 
Project.  
 
For the past three years, Heal the Bay has taken an innovative approach to implementing environ-
mental stewardship within inland communities. Instead of prescribing an outreach and education 
program to a designated constituency or community, Heal the Bay has developed a program that 
engages community stakeholders prior to completing the development of the program. Taking this 
approach creates the opportunity to customize the outreach and education program by utilizing 
community input and direction. 
 
The authorization of these funds will allow Heal the Bay to continue its partnership efforts with 
community based organizations in Los Angeles County, specifically those communities located 
along the tributaries of the lower Los Angeles River.  The partnerships will continue to center on: 
1) mutual capacity building efforts, 2) developing sustainable working relationships, and 3) identi-
fying and producing neighborhood improvement projects that will serve to improve the environ-
mental health of the community. 
 
Finally, the Lower Los Angeles River Urban Watershed Project continues to be a unique program 
that effectively connects environmental health and community health issues.  As such, Heal the 
Bay and the participating community partners are working to mobilize residents and elected offi-
cials on educational campaigns and sponsoring neighborhood improvement projects ("greening" 
projects).  We urge the California Coastal Conservancy to continue its support of this program so 
that it may continue to make a positive change for neighborhood families. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Chris R. Jordan, Executive Director 
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April 26, 2007 
 
Coastal Conservancy 
Douglas Bosco, Chair 
1330 Broadway, 11floor 
Oakland, CA  94612 
  
 
RE:  Support for the Lower Los Angeles River Urban Watershed Project
 
Dear Mr. Bosco: 
 
My name is Joel Estrada, Executive Director of JLC-Jesus Loves Compton and Youth 
Pastor for HYWAM (Hosanna Youth with a Mission).  I am also the President of the 
Compton School Board of Trustees.  We are delighted to submit this letter of support for 
Heal the Bay’s Lower Los Angeles River Urban Watershed Project.  
 
JLC began three years ago with the simple objective of creating opportunities of service 
for its member.  We embrace a philosophy that teaches that local churches must be 
catalyst for change in communities and create a healthy testimony of servant hood.  JLC 
is now a 100 plus member organization and HYWAM is a 40 plus member group.  Our 
path crossed with Heal the Bay when we volunteered to assist in a Compton Creek Clean 
up.   
 
Undoubtedly there was hesitance in our camp to work with HTB.  We envisioned a group 
of individuals that would not mesh well with our spiritual beliefs.  As one member noted, 
“They are interested in saving trees, we are interested in saving souls.”  My contact with 
HTB however revealed a group that was passionate about empowering community 
organizations; they displayed genuine interest in learning who we were and what we 
believed.  They did not commit the common mistake of most outside organizations: to 
arrogantly present themselves as saviors and their plans as infallible.   
 
We genuinely believe Heal the Bay has taken a unique, innovative approach at 
implementing environmental stewardship within urban communities.  This was reflected 
in certain HTB actions such as appearing at our meetings, clean ups and other activities 
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even before our commitment.  What impressed our organization the most was the 
tremendous respect they displayed towards our culture and spiritual life.  Instead of 
prescribing a cookie cutter outreach and education program, Heal the Bay has developed 
a program that relies on community’s characteristics and beliefs prior to developing the 
program.  
 
The authorization of these funds will allow Heal the Bay to continue its partnership 
efforts with community based organizations in Los Angeles County, specifically those 
communities located along the tributaries of the lower Los Angeles River. The 
partnerships continue to center on: 1) mutual capacity building efforts, 2) developing a 
sustainable working relationship, and 3) identifying and producing a neighborhood 
improvement projects that will serve to improve the environmental health of the 
community.  
 
Finally, the Lower Los Angeles River Urban Watershed Project continues to be a unique 
program that effectively connects environmental health and community health issues. As 
such, Heal the Bay and the participating community partners are working to mobilize 
residents and elected officials on educational campaigns and sponsoring neighborhood 
improvement projects ("greening" projects). In order to continue, we urge the California 
Coastal Conservancy to continue its support of this program.  
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Joel Estrada 
Executive Director 
JLC – Jesus Loves Compton 
HYWAM – Hosanna Youth with a Mission 
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