
SONOMA COUNTY REGIONAL PARKS 2300 COUNTY CENTER DRIVE, SUITE 120a SANTA ROSA, CA 95403 
PHONE: (707) 565-2041 www.sonoma-county.org FAX: (707) 579-8247 

February 26, 2007
An Initial Study of environmental impact has been prepared by the Sonoma County Regional Parks Department 
and considered by the Sonoma County Environmental Review Committee for the following project: 

CHENEY CREEK BRIDGE & TRAIL PROJECT 

PROJECT LOCATION: Cheney Creek is located between Bird Walk Coastal Access Park1 and Doran Beach 
Regional Park,2 on southeast of Bodega Harbor.   

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The Cheney Creek Bridge will be prefabricated metal, approximately 110-feet long by 8-
feet wide, with a 54-inch high safety railing. The bridge will have concrete landings and be supported by concrete 
abutments with metal pilings driven into the ground to a depth of approximately 55-feet.  The Bird Walk trail extension 
will be approximately 370 feet long and 8 feet wide multi-use trail between the existing Bird Walk Coastal Access Trail 
and the new bridge.  The trail extension will require a 1-3 foot high retaining wall and a 42-inch high handrail for safety 
and to limit site disturbance.  Re-alignment and widening of the existing paved service path at Bird Walk Coastal 
Access Trail parking lot may be necessary to enable construction equipment to reach the project site staging area. 
The new access path from the park entrance road to top of levee trail will be 130 feet long by 12 feet wide with a base 
rock surface. Staging Area 1 will be approximately 0.54 acre.  Approximately 1,370 feet of the existing Doran Marsh 
Trail will be widened from the existing 3 to 6-foot width to a 8-foot width and surfaced with crushed rock.  Staging Area 
2 will be approximately 0.51 acre.  The area of construction disturbance will be approximately 1.02 acres.  Of that, 
approximately 0.43 acre will be annual grassland, 0.22 acre will be coyote brush scrub, and 0.39 will be existing trails.  
Estimated site grading will include approximately 100 cubic yards of cut and 400 cubic yards of fill, including about 
300 cubic yards of imported material.   

PROJECT PURPOSE: The purpose of the proposed project is to connect two existing County Regional Parks 
facilities, Bird Walk Coastal Access Trail and Doran Beach Regional Park, with a bridge and multi-use trail to 
improve public access and recreation opportunities. 

FINDING: On the basis of the Initial Study, the Park Manager of the Sonoma County Regional Parks Department 
has determined that with the incorporation of the mitigation measures proposed in the Initial Study, the proposed 
project would not have a significant adverse effect on the environment. 

COMMENT PERIOD: The proposed Negative Declaration is available for review and comment, along with the 
Master Plan and Initial Study, at the Sonoma County Regional Parks Department.  The posting and review period 
for the Proposed Negative Declaration is:  

February 26 – March 30, 2007
Written comments should be addressed to Michelle Julene, Environmental Specialist at Sonoma County Regional 
Parks.  The address and phone number are listed above, or e-mail at: mjulene@sonoma-county.org

PUBLIC MEETING: The Sonoma County Park & Recreation Advisory Committee will conduct a public meeting on 
this project as follows: 

Monday, March 19, 2007 beginning at 5:00 pm 
Sonoma County Board of Supervisors Chambers 

575 Administration Drive, Santa Rosa 

PROJECT APPROVAL: The Sonoma County Board of Supervisors is the decision-making body responsible for 
adopting the proposed Negative Declaration and approving the proposed project.  The environmental document 
and the comments received thereon will be referred to the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors at a meeting that 
will be scheduled.  Notification of the meeting will be mailed to those on the project mailing list and will be posted 
on the Sonoma County Regional Parks Department website, listed above. 

DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY: The Initial Study is available for review at the Regional Parks main office, the 
Occidental, Sebastopol, and Central libraries, and online at: www.sonoma-county.org/parks/park_planning.htm

                                                     
1 Situs Address: 355 Highway 1, Bodega Bay, California.  APN: 100-130-006 
2 Situs Address: 201 Doran Park Road, Bodega Bay, California.  APN: 100-130-006 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A 
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
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The Proposed Project 

Introduction 
Sonoma County is the lead agency for the proposed Cheney Creek Bridge and Trail Project in accordance 

with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  This document has been prepared by Sonoma 

County Regional Parks Department (Regional Parks) staff, and is intended to provide a clear understanding 

of the proposed project and of the potential environmental impacts associated with the construction, 

operation, and maintenance of the proposed project for decision-makers, responsible and trustee agencies 

under CEQA, and the public.  If the analysis concludes that there is no substantial evidence that the 

proposed project may cause a significant effect on the environment, a Negative Declaration can be prepared.  

Otherwise, an Environmental Impact Report is required.  The Sonoma County Environmental Review 

Committee makes this determination for Regional Parks’ projects. 

Project Purpose 
The purpose of the proposed project is to connect two existing County Regional Parks facilities, Bird Walk 

Coastal Access Trail and Doran Beach Regional Park, with a bridge and multi-use trail. The proposed 

bridge will span Cheney Creek, connecting with trails on each bank. The Bird Walk Coastal Access Trail 

offers hikers an unobstructed view of Doran Marsh tidal flats, channels, and ponds that is ideal for bird 

watching.  Doran Beach Regional Park offers a range of natural environments and recreational 

opportunities for visitors and local residents, facilitating public access to coastal environments. 

Connecting these two facilities would improve opportunities for public enjoyment of both existing parks, 

and provide improved pedestrian, bicycle, and equestrian use.  Currently, visitors must travel by surface 

road and Highway1 between the two park facilities.  

Project Location 
Cheney Creek is located between Bird Walk Coastal Access Park1 and Doran Beach Regional Park,2 on 

southeast of Bodega Harbor.  The Bodega Bay Public Utility District treatment facility is located northeast 

of the project area.  Please refer to Figure 2, Location Map.   

Property Background 
Bird Walk Coastal Access Park is a 14-acre facility located at the dredge disposal ponds originally 

constructed in 1980 on approval from the California Coastal Commission as a disposal site for continued 

dredging maintenance activities of Bodega Harbor. The two disposal ponds are enclosed by levees that 

are 26 feet above mean low water and 10 feet wide on top.3  The one-mile, multi-use loop-trail runs along 

the top of the levee. The all-weather, barrier-free trail offers views of Doran Marsh, Doran Beach Regional 

Park, Bodega Bay and Harbor, and Bodega Head.  Bird Walk Coastal Access Park has a ten-space 

paved parking lot in the southeastern corner, with a screened portable restroom. There is a large, natural 

rock outcropping north of the parking lot that is visible from Highway 1. The rock outcropping is what 

1 Situs Address: 355 Highway 1, Bodega Bay, California.  APN: 100-130-006 
2 Situs Address: 201 Doran Park Road, Bodega Bay, California.  APN: 100-130-006 
3 Bodega Bay Disposal Site Access Plan – Initial Study. July 1, 1992
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remains of a natural topographic feature, originally reaching the height of fifty feet above sea level, that 

was subject to on-going quarry activities until sometime prior to the construction of the old airport on the 

northwest side of Cheney Creek. 

Doran Beach Regional Park is west of the project site, and is located on a sand-spit which extends from 

the mainland bordering the south end of Bodega Harbor. During the 1940’s, extensive construction and 

modifications were made to stabilize the spit. The current form of Doran spit is a result of activities that 

include jetty and road construction, fill deposited from harbor dredge spoils, and introduction of vegetation 

to stabilize sand dune areas. Doran Beach Regional Park has ocean, bay and harbor frontage that 

includes salt marsh, tidal flats, and sand dune environments. The park offers recreation opportunities that 

include camping, fishing and boating, and beach activities. The Doran Marsh Trail traverses the salt 

marsh and tidal channels on a levee constructed in 1961 to support a water pipeline installation that has 

since been removed. The trail offers public access for bird watching, nature study and scenic viewing. 

Cheney Creek runs between the levee embankment that borders Bird Walk Coastal Access Park and the 

Doran Marsh Trail. The creek is about 25 feet wide with near-vertical 3-4 foot high banks, and empties 

into the southern tidal flats of Bodega Harbor. The creek has been altered and re-aligned over the past 

through human activities. Fresh water wetlands persist along the southeastern marsh and coastal bluffs. 

The coastal location, mild climate, and diverse natural habitats support a wide variety of birds and wildlife 

in and adjacent to the project site. Vegetation in the project site vicinity consists of mixed native salt 

marsh species, upland native plants, and large areas of various exotic species. 

The Bodega Bay Public Utility District treatment facility is located adjacent to the project site, and was 

constructed in 1973 to replace the previous facility that had become inadequate to provide service to the 

Bodega Bay area. The Bodega Bay Lodge and Spa and the Bodega Bay Harbour subdivision and golf 

course, are southeast of the project site. State Highway 1 and the North Harbour subdivision are directly 

east of the project site. Please refer to Figure 2, Site Map.

Project Description 
The project includes installation of the Cheney Creek Bridge and associated trail work. Please refer to 

Figure 3, Site Plan. 

Cheney Creek Bridge
Cheney Creek Bridge will connect the existing Bird Walk Coastal Access Trail and Doran Beach Regional 

Park via the Doran Marsh Trail.  The bridge will be prefabricated metal, approximately 110-feet long by 8-

feet wide, with a 54-inch high safety railing. The bridge will have concrete landings and be supported by 

concrete abutments with metal pilings driven into the ground to a depth of approximately 55-feet. Please 

refer to Figure 8, Bridge Cross Section. 

Bird Walk Coastal Access Trail Extension
The proposed project will create a new 370-foot long, 8-foot wide multi-use trail extension from the 

existing Bird Walk Coastal Access Trail to the new bridge. The trail extension will require a 1-3 foot high 

retaining wall and a 42-inch high handrail for safety and to limit site disturbance.  The multi-use trail 
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extension will be graded to a maximum slope of 5 percent and surfaced with 3/4-inch minus crushed rock 

over an aggregate base and native soil sub-base, to form a firm, stable, slip resistant surface in keeping 

with U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Chapter 14, Shared Use 

Path Design Standards.  These standards are equal to California Department of Transportation Class I 

Bikeway (Bike Path) design criteria.4  The thickness of the crushed rock will vary from 6 to 18 inches 

depending on soil compaction test results.  A soil stabilizer may be used in combination with the crushed 

rock to create a firm and stable surface. Please refer to Figure 7, Levee Side Trail Cross Section.  

Doran Beach Marsh Trail Improvement  
Approximately 1,370 feet of the Doran Marsh Trail, on the south side of Cheney Creek, will be improved 

to a width of eight feet, and surfaced with crushed rock using the same specifications as Bird Walk 

Coastal Access Trail extension. The existing Doran Marsh Trail varies in width along the entire length 

from approximately 3 feet to 6 feet, depending on the width of the levee at different locations and on 

adjacent vegetation distribution changes. Please refer to Figure 7, Levee Top Trail Cross Section. 

Construction
The area of construction disturbance identified will be approximately 1.02 acres.  Of that, approximately 

0.43 acre will be annual grassland, 0.22 acre will be coyote brush scrub, and 0.39 will be existing trails.  

Estimated site grading will include approximately 100 cubic yards of cut and 400 cubic yards of fill, 

including about 300 cubic yards of imported material.  The bridge will be delivered to the project site in 

two 55-foot sections using a standard semi-truck trailer.  Based on the overall size of the bridge, highway 

transportation permits or notification will not be required.5  Two staging areas have been included in the 

project design to accommodate heavy equipment access and setup for construction that will include 

pouring concrete, driving piles for bridge abutments and foundations, bridge installation, and trail 

construction.  Staging Area 1, on the Bird Walk Coastal Access levee, is approximately 23,500 square 

feet. Staging Area 2, at the south bridge landing on the Doran Marsh Trail side, is approximately 22,000 

square feet. Please refer to Figure 4 and 5. 

Equipment used for project construction will include pile driving and cement vehicles, large cranes on 

both sides of the creek for bridge installation, and semi-truck trailer for bridge delivery.  Construction 

equipment will access the project site at Cheney Creek from Doran Park Road, via the Doran Marsh Trail 

entrance, and from the Bird Walk Coastal Access Park entrance road off of Coast Highway 1.  The 

construction access paths will be prepared by scraping the existing trail surface to a width of 12 feet and 

adding base rock, as recommended by soils tests, to establish a firm surface for the heavy equipment. 

The actual improved Doran Marsh Trail surface width will be 8 feet wide.   

Re-alignment and widening of the existing paved service path at Bird Walk Coastal Access Trail parking 

lot may be necessary to enable construction equipment to reach the project site staging area. The new 

access path from the park entrance road to top of levee trail will be 130 feet long by 12 feet wide with a 

4 Chapter 1000 Bikeway Planning and Design. February 2001.
5 Confirmation from bridge manufacturer to Joe Kase, Planner II.  December 20, 2005. 
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base rock surface. To protect existing culvert crossings, stabilize trails for equipment driving, and for 

stabilization of crane out-rigger footings in staging areas, placement of 12-foot by 8-foot steel plates will 

be implemented in appropriate locations.  Project construction will employ Best Management Practices to 

reduce and prevent erosion and sediment problems, and storm water pollution that may result from 

construction activities and equipment access.   Concrete work will be completed in compliance with the 

California Department of Transportation Construction Site Best Management Practices Manual 

guidelines. 

On-Going Public Education and Restoration 
Regional Parks will install interpretive signage along the Doran Marsh Trail to educate park users about 

sensitive marsh and creek habitat. 

Regional Parks will remove non-native vegetation, such as iceplant, velvet grass, European beachgrass, 

and a variety of other non-native grasses and plant species and then restore those areas with appropriate 

native species.  Restoration will involve the removal and eradication of non-native weedy plants and the 

seeding and planting of native plants known to occur within the project area.  This project element will be 

carried out separate from the bridge and trail project, likely through the Regional Parks volunteer 

program. 

Operation & Maintenance Standards
The Cheney Creek Bridge and Trail will be operated as a regional recreation area facility.  It is in the 

Bodega Bay Maintenance Area and the Park Ranger’s Bodega Bay Area.  Existing operation and 

maintenance activities will extend to the proposed expansion area.  Typical duties include: 

Opening and closing the park 
Emptying garbage cans 
Monitoring for general compliance with park rules 
Natural Resources protection and enhancement

Public Involvement
A Notice of Preparation (NOP) of an Initial Study was published on February 6, 2006. The NOP was filed 

at the County Clerks Office, mailed to the State of California Office of Planning and Research (State 

Clearinghouse), and to responsible and trustee agencies. The NOP was also posted on the County 

website. The comment period associated with the NOP was February 6 – March 10, 2006 and a public 

Scoping Meeting was scheduled for February 25, 2006.  

A public scooping meeting was held in Bodega Bay at the Bodega Bay Grange Hall on February 25, 

2006. The public was informed about the meeting by the Notice of Preparation, which was mailed on 

February 6, 2006 to a list of agencies, interested parties, and individual property owners within the vicinity 

of the proposed Cheney Creek Bridge and Trail project. The Regional Parks Department hosted the 

meeting and presented the proposed project outlining the status of the environmental assessment.  

Approximately 15 people attended the meeting.   
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The majority of the questions had to do specifically with: 

Future and on-going opportunities for public comment during the project development process 

Litter collection and site cleanup 

Removal of exotic vegetation, protection for native species 

Project impacts to sensitive habitat areas 

Public notice and review of the Initial Study is required by CEQA.  The review period for an Initial Study is 

30-days, during which time interested parties can submit written comments regarding the proposed 

project and the environmental document.  Notification regarding the public review period for the 

environmental document and information regarding the public meetings will be mailed to the property 

owners in the vicinity of the project and to interested parties on the project mailing list.  The review period 

will also be posted on the Regional Parks web page. 

Sonoma County Environmental Review Committee 
The Sonoma County Environmental Review Committee (ERC) is a six-member committee that considers 

Initial Studies for capital improvement projects presented by Sonoma County departments and 

determines whether a Negative Declaration or an Environmental Impact Report is required pursuant to 

CEQA.  Postcards will be mailed to those on the project mailing list as notification of the ERC meeting 

after it is scheduled.  The ERC meeting is a public meeting and public comment is encouraged.

Sonoma County Board Of Supervisors 
The Sonoma County Board of Supervisors (Board) is composed of five members, each representing a 

specific district in Sonoma County.  The Board ultimately determines whether to adopt or approve an 

environmental document and whether to approve a given project.  The Board would consider the 

environmental document and the public comments received during the comment period.  Postcards will 

be mailed to those on the project mailing list as notification of the Board meeting after it is scheduled.  

The Board meeting is a public meeting and public comment is accepted. 

Development Schedule and Funding 
Funding for the project will be from a combination of local Park Mitigation Fees and a State Coastal 

Conservancy Grant.  The Cheney Creek Bridge and Trail will be implemented following the successful 

completion of the CEQA process, project approval and receipt of applicable regulatory permits.  It is expected 

that construction will occur in Fiscal Year 2007-2008 and in consideration of the following mitigation 

measures associated with construction timing. 

Mitigation Measure 6: The Contractor shall be required to schedule driving the bridge footings between 

July 01 and September 30.  If this is not feasible, the following shall occur prior to 

initiating the activity: 

a. Regional Parks shall obtain concurrence from the United States Fish and 

Wildlife Service before starting work 
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b. The Contractor shall drive the bridge footings during low tide to the greatest 

degree feasible, to reduce daily disturbance to fish species when fewer 

individual fish are present in Cheney Creek.

Mitigation Measure 8: The Contractor will remove trees, shrubs and other vegetation between August 

01 and March 15 to avoid bird-nesting season.  General bird nesting season is 

between March 15 and July 31.  If it is not feasible to remove vegetation outside 

of bird-nesting season, the Regional Parks Department will complete a bird 

nesting survey and associated actions. 

Mitigation Measure 19: The Contractor shall be required to schedule driving the bridge footings 

between July 01 and September 30.  If this is not feasible, the following shall 

occur prior to initiating the activity: 

a. Regional Parks shall obtain concurrence from the United States Fish and 

Wildlife Service before starting work 

b. The Contractor shall drive the bridge footings during low tide to the 

greatest degree feasible, to reduce daily disturbance to fish species when 

fewer individual fish are present in Cheney Creek. (See Mitigation 

Measure 6) 

c. Regional Parks will schedule ground disturbing construction activities to the 

dry season, April 30 – October 15.  Regional Parks must approve ground 

disturbing construction activities that must occur during the rainy season 

(October 16 – May 01) based on the Storm Water Pollution Prevention 

Plan ( 

Regulatory Setting
Several federal, state, and local agencies may have jurisdiction regarding the development of the 

proposed project.  The Regional Parks Department would comply with all regulations applicable to the 

proposed project. 

United States Army Corps of Engineers 
The United States Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) regulates activities that have the potential to affect 

navigable waters under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (Section 10 permits) and under 

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (Section 404 permit).  Waters of the United States generally include 

surface waters such as navigable waters and their tributaries, all interstate waters and their tributaries, all 

wetlands adjacent to these waters, and all impoundments of these waters.  Corps jurisdiction of Waters of 

the U.S. is the ordinary high water (OHW) and below, which is typically indicated by physical 

characteristics such as a clear, natural line impressed on the opposing channel banks, deposition of leaf 

litter and other debris, and the lower limit of moss growth on channel banks.  Corps jurisdiction for tidal 

creeks and drainages is determined by identifying the mean high water (MHW) line, which can be 
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calculated by conducting visual observations of tidal flow or by using tidal information. 

Section 404 permits are required prior to discharging dredged or fill material into wetlands.  Wetlands 

generally include freshwater wetlands, saltwater wetlands, marshes, swamps, bogs, seeps, meadows, 

and other similar areas.  The Corps uses a three-parameter test for delineating jurisdictional wetlands.  

The parameters include hydrology, hydric soils, and hydrophytic vegetation.  

Construction activities within jurisdictional waters are regulated by the Corps and are subject to Corps 

permitting.

United States Environmental Protection Agency 
The United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) oversees the analysis of the Corps 

regarding the issuance of permits for filling wetlands under Section 404 permits and issues permits for 

point source discharges to waterways.   

United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
The United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) administers the Federal Endangered Species Act 

and the Marine Mammal Protection Act.  The USFWS also advises the Corps on Section 7 and Section 

404 permits for projects that could affect fish and wildlife.  Generally, the USFWS is responsible for 

terrestrial and freshwater aquatic species. 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Fisheries 
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Fisheries (formerly the National Marine Fisheries 

Service and now referred to as NOAA Fisheries) administers the Federal Endangered Species Act and 

Marine Mammal Protection Act as they pertain to marine species.  They also advise the Corps on Section 

7 and Section 404 permits for projects that could affect fish spawning and fish habitat.  Generally, NOAA 

Fisheries is responsible for marine mammals, anadromous fish, and other marine species. 

State Lands Commission 
The California State Lands Commission has broad mandates for protection of California’s natural 

environment.  The Commission follows a mandate when considering use of “Sovereign Lands” under its 

jurisdiction, and seeks cooperation of other agencies having authority over public trust resources.  These 

“Sovereign Lands” include the beds of 120 rivers, streams and sloughs; nearly 40 non-tidal navigable lakes; 

tidal navigable bays and lagoons; and the tide and submerged lands adjacent to the entire coast and offshore 

islands from the mean high tide line to three nautical miles offshore.  The State holds “sovereign lands” in 

Public Trust.  They can only be used for public purposes consistent with provisions of the Public Trust such 

as fishing, water dependent commerce and navigation, ecological preservation and scientific study.   The 

Commission often prepares or comments on Environmental Impact Report, reviews permit applications 

submitted to the California Coastal Commission and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

California Coastal Commission 
A Coastal Permit is required for all new access ways within the Coastal Zone and must be obtained prior to 

development.  Coastal Permits are generally issued by the County Board of Zoning Adjustments or the 
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Coastal Commission itself. The Coastal Permit referral process provides a detailed analysis of sensitive 

resources, necessary improvements, area compatibility, and appropriate use levels.  Coastal Permits for 

accessways are subject to revocation.  The CDFG provides assistance as the primary wetland consultant to 

the State Coastal Commission and only requires the presence of one attribute, either hydric soils, hydrophytic 

vegetation, or hydrology to qualify an area as a wetland. 

California Department of Fish And Game 
The California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) enters into an Agreement Regarding Proposed 

Stream or Lake Alteration (Streambed Alteration Agreements) pursuant to Section 1601 - 1603 of the 

California Fish and Game Code for projects that involve work in streams, creeks, or rivers.  The CDFG is 

also responsible for the protection of plant and wildlife populations and for overseeing the California 

Endangered Species Act.    

State Water Resources Control Board 
A Notice of Intent to comply with the General Permit for Discharges of Storm Water Associated with 

Construction Activity must be filed with the State Water Resources Control Board for construction projects 

that could disturb one acre or more of land surface.  The Construction General Permit requires the 

development and implementation of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) which must list 

BMPs that will be implemented, and contain a visual monitoring program, chemical monitoring program, 

and a sediment monitoring plan. 

Regional Water Quality Control Board 
The California Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) is responsible for protecting surface, 

ground, and coastal waters within its boundaries, pursuant to the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control 

Act of the California Water Code.  The Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act defines Waters of the 

State as any surface water or ground water, including saline waters, within the boundaries of the state.  

Waters of the U.S. are also Waters of the State.  The RWQCB can issue a National Pollution Discharge 

Elimination System (NPDES) permit for applicable activities.   

The RWQCB also has federal and state jurisdiction for activities that could result in a discharge of 

dredged or fill material to a water body, pursuant to Section of 401 of the Clean Water Act.  Federal 

authority under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act is exercised whenever a proposed project requires a 

Clean Water Act Section 404 permit from the Corps.  The RWQCB would then issue a Clean Water Act 

Section 401 Water Quality Certification.  Whenever a proposed project is not subject to federal authority 

under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, the RWQCB can exercise state authority.  In these cases, the 

RWQCB would issue a Notice of Coverage, Waiver of Waste Discharge Requirements.   

The RWQCB generally takes jurisdiction over isolated wetlands since the Solid Waste Agency of 

Northwestern Cook County vs United States Army Corps of Engineers et al. United States Supreme Court 

decision determined that the Corps did not have jurisdiction over these wetlands.   

The proposed project is within the boundaries of the North Coast RWQCB. 
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Storm Water Management Plan 
The purpose of a Storm Water Management Plan (SWMP) is to describe activities that will be undertaken 

to reduce the load of pollutants entering the storm water system from the permit area.  They are required 

when a municipal area is within a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Municipal 

Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4) Permit boundary and are regulated by the Regional Water Quality 

Control Board.  Sonoma County is regulated by two RWQCBs: the North Coast Region 1 and the San 

Francisco Bay Region 2 and has developed a Storm Water Management Plan for each of the two 

respective MS4 Permits.6  The SWMPs identify Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be used to 

address specific program goals with the overall objective of reducing storm water pollution.   

The proposed project it is not located within either of the two MS4 Permit jurisdictional boundary areas.  

Marin/Sonoma Mosquito Abatement District 
The Marin/Sonoma Mosquito Abatement District (MSMAD) is responsible for the prevention of vector 

growth associated with water bodies.   

Northern Sonoma County Air Pollution Control District
The Northern Sonoma County Air Pollution Control District (NSCAPCD) operates under the jurisdiction of 

the California Air Resources Board.  The NSCAPCD is responsible for monitoring air quality and has 

authority over activities that emit pollutants into the atmosphere.   

Sonoma County Department of Transportation And Public Works 
The Sonoma County Department of Transportation and Public Works issues encroachment permits for work 

in county roadways. 

Sonoma County Permit and Resource Management Department 
The Sonoma County Permit and Resource Management Department (PRMD) approves subdivision and 

building plans in the unincorporated areas of Sonoma County; issues grading, drainage, and building 

permits; building removal permits, and issues Sonoma County Ordinance 3836R permits for work in 

streams and rivers.  The PRMD also makes consistency determinations in regards to the Sonoma County 

General Plan. The project is in compliance with the Sonoma County Tree Protection and Replacement 

Ordinance No. 4014.The replanting standards included in Ordinance No. 4014 have been incorporated 

into the mitigation measures to mitigate the aesthetic and biological effects of tree removal. 

6 SWMP, Phase I, Term II (North Coast Region 1).  NPDES No. CA0025054 issued to the City of Santa Rosa, the County of 
Sonoma, and the Sonoma County Water Agency.  June 26, 2003. 
SWMP, Phase II, Term I (San Francisco Bay Region 2).  General Permit No. CAS00000X issued April 30, 2003.

Exhibit 7:  Mitigated Negative Declaration and Mitigation and Monitoring Plan



Figures

Exhibit 7:  Mitigated Negative Declaration and Mitigation and Monitoring Plan



Photo 1.  Bird Walk Coastal Access (Trail, Disposal Ponds, and Rock Outcropping)

Photo 2.  Doran Beach Regional Park and Doran Marsh
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Photo 3.  Doran Marsh Trail (Looking southwest towards Doran Beach Regional Park)

Photo 4. Doran Marsh Trail (looking east towards Bird Walk Coastal Access)
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Cheney Creek Bridge and Trail Project – Initial Study Checklist Page 2-1 

Initial Study Checklist 
This checklist is taken from Appendix G of the State CEQA Guidelines 1, updated October 26, 1998.  For each 
item, one of four responses is given: 

 No Impact: The proposed project will not have the impact described. 

 Less Than Significant Impact: The proposed project may result in the impact described, but at 
a level that is less than significant.  Mitigation is not required, however, mitigation measures 
may be included to further reduce the impact. 

 Potentially Significant Unless Mitigated: The proposed project may result in the impact 
described at a level that is potentially significant.  The incorporation of proposed mitigation 
measures would reduce the potentially significant impact to a less than significant level.  For 
these responses, proposed mitigation measures are included after the discussion of the 
potential impact.

 Potentially Significant Impact: The proposed project may have the impact described at a level 
that is potentially significant.  The potentially significant impact cannot be reduced to a less 
than significant level with the incorporation of proposed mitigation measures.  An 
environmental impact report must be prepared for this project. 

Each question on the checklist was answered by evaluating the proposed project as a whole, considering the 
potential impacts that may occur for any phase of the proposed project.  The checklist includes a discussion of 
the impacts and mitigation measures that have been identified.  Sources used in this Initial Study are 
numbered and listed at the end of the checklist.  Following the discussion of each checklist item one or more 
sources used are noted in parentheses. 

The Sonoma County Regional Parks Department agrees to accept all mitigation measures listed in this 
checklist as conditions of approval of the proposed project and to obtain all necessary permits.  Mitigation 
measures are proposed to avoid, minimize, rectify, reduce, or compensate potentially significant impacts.

Initial Study Checklist resource categories begin on the pages listed below: 

Aesthetics.................................................................................................. Page 2-2 
Agricultural Resources .............................................................................. Page 2-5 
Air Quality.................................................................................................. Page 2-7 
Biological Resources............................................................................... Page 2-11 
Cultural Resources.................................................................................. Page 2-25 
Geology & Soils....................................................................................... Page 2-29 
Hazards & Hazardous Materials.............................................................. Page 2-35 
Hydrology & Water Quality ...................................................................... Page 2-41 
Land Use & Planning............................................................................... Page 2-46 
Mineral Resources .................................................................................. Page 2-48 
Noise ................................................................................................... Page 2-49 
Population/Housing ................................................................................. Page 2-52 
Public Services........................................................................................ Page 2-53 
Recreation ............................................................................................... Page 2-55 
Transportation & Traffic........................................................................... Page 2-58 
Utilities & Service Systems...................................................................... Page 2-61 
Mandatory Findings of Significance ....................................................... Page 2-63 
Sources ................................................................................................... Page 2-65 
Determination .......................................................................................... Page 2-67 

1 California Environmental Quality Act, Statutes and Guidelines. 2005. 
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1. AESTHETICS

SETTING: The Cheney Creek Bridge and Trail Project area is situated between two coastal Sonoma County 

Regional Parks (Regional Parks) facilities, Bird Walk Coastal Access (Bird Walk), bordered on the east by 

scenic corridor Highway 1, and Doran Beach Regional Park (Doran) accessed by Doran Park Road from 

Highway 1.  Highway 1 is a designated Scenic Corridor in the Sonoma County General Plan.2  Both Regional 

Parks facilities offer local residents and area visitor’s aesthetic enjoyment opportunities.  Please refer to the 

Photo Pages in the Figures Section of this document.   In the southeast corner of Bird Walk, there is a large 

rock out-cropping that can be seen from Highway 1 and from Doran. The rock is the remaining vestige of a 

topographic feature, which was once over fifty feet above sea level before it was quarried to its current size.3

From the Bird Walk mile-long loop trail along the top of the dredge ponds levee, park visitors have an 

unobstructed panoramic view of Bodega Bay, Bodega Harbor, Bodega Head, Doran Spit and Doran, and 

Doran Marsh.  Nature enthusiasts can enjoy the scenic coastal marsh habitat, the tidal creek and channel 

habitat, tidal flats, and the Pacific Ocean from almost every location along the trail that offers extensive bird 

watching opportunities.

Cheney Creek cuts through the marsh area below the south side of Bird Walk heading southwest, where it 

empties into the tidal flats at the south end of Bodega Harbor. The southwestern area of the proposed project 

site is within Doran, located on a sand spit called Doran Beach, which curves out from the mainland and 

borders Bodega Harbor on the south. Doran Beach is approximately two miles long and backed by low fore 

dunes on the ocean side of the spit.  The spit is the boundary between Bodega Harbor, and Bodega Bay and 

the Pacific Ocean.4 Stretching from the Doran Marsh area along the southern edge of Bodega Harbor, and 

bordering scenic Bodega Bay, Doran offers vistas of coastal California beach and sand dune environments. 

Visitors can enjoy views of the historic fishing port of Bodega Harbor and the picturesque rolling hills to the 

east, as well as the open ocean beauty of Bodega Bay and Bodega Head at the end of Doran Spit at the 

harbor entrance. 

The Bodega Bay Public Utilities District and the Bodega Bay Lodge and Spa are located southeast of the 

proposed project site.  Hillside housing developments to the east and southeast are the nearest residential 

communities to the project location.

LOCAL REGULATION ASSOCIATED WITH AESTHETIC RESOURCES

Sonoma County General Plan.  The General Plan Policy for Scenic Landscape Units seeks to preserve 

identified scenic landscapes because they are important to the quality of life of County residents, tourists, and 

agricultural economy and is guided by the following Goal: 

OS-2: Retain the largely open, scenic character of important scenic landscape units. 

2 Sonoma County General Plan. Open Space Element. Figure OS-2.  March 1989. 
3 Sonoma County Regional Parks and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Bodega Bay Dredging Project 2001. May 12, 1998.  
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The General Plan Policy for Scenic Resources emphasizes that preservation of scenic landscapes is important 

to the character of the county and is guided by the following Goal associated with Scenic Corridors: 

OS-3: Identify and preserve roadside landscapes which have a high visual quality as they contribute 

to the living environment of local residents and to the county’s tourism economy. 

Local Coastal Plan.  The goal of the Visual Resources section of the Sonoma County Local Coastal Plan is to 

prevent blockage or degradation of scenic views and to assure that development is compatible with the 

existing natural and man-made landscape.  California Coastal Act policies 30251 and 30253 support the 

protection of coastal scenic qualities that include Scenic Corridors, Major Views, and Vista Points.  The Local 

Coastal Plan recommends that development be prevented from obscuring views of the shoreline accessed 

from coastal roads, vista points, recreation areas, and beaches. Development will be prohibited if it will 

significantly degrade the scenic qualities of major views and vista points. 

Would the project: 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? 

The proposed project will not result in a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista.  Construction 

activities may have a short-term, temporary impact to scenic resources within the project area, which 

could affect nearby residents and visitors to both Bird Walk Coastal Access and Doran Beach Regional 

Park.  This construction-related impact is considered less than significant given its temporary nature.  

The bridge itself will have a less than significant impact on the scenic vista of the site because the 

bridge is blocked from the southeast and northeast by existing vegetation and natural terrain, it will be 

painted a color to blend with the natural environment, and it will not be blocking or obscuring public 

views.  (Source 1) 

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but 
not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic
buildings within a state scenic highway? 

The proposed project will not substantially damage scenic resources including trees, rock outcroppings 

or historic buildings.  The project area is a scenic resource given its location to the Doran salt marsh and 

Bodega Bay.  Cheney Creek is adjacent to Bird Walk Coastal Access dredge disposal ponds, which 

includes a large rock out-cropping in the eastern disposal pond.  Coast Highway 1, a State designated 

scenic corridor with views considered to be a scenic resource, borders the project site on the east.  The 

proposed project will not significantly impact these scenic resources.  (Source 1) There are no state 

historic buildings in the vicinity of the project site.  (Source 21)  The new trail on the levee embankment 

of Bird Walk Coastal Access to the bridge landing is expected to have a less than significant impact to 

4 Sonoma County Regional Parks. Preliminary Master Plan – Doran Park and Westside Park.
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scenic resources because it will have a natural color crushed rock surface similar to the Doran Marsh 

Trail.

Some upland native and exotic vegetation will be removed on the levee embankment to accommodate 

the new trail between the existing levee trail and the new bridge landing.  Much of the existing 

vegetation in the area of the new trail construction consists of invasive exotic species that have become 

established on the embankment.  Elimination of exotic species would benefit the natural environment. 

(Source 17)

The Doran Marsh Trail is expected to have a less than significant impact to the scenic vista because it 

will remain low profile with a width of approximately eight feet, and a natural color crushed rock surface. 

Areas of existing vegetation along the Doran Marsh Trail will be removed to accommodate the minimal 

widening. The proposed project is expected to have less than significant impacts to scenic vista 

because only a small percentage of native vegetation will be removed as a result of project activities. 

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or 
quality of the site and its surroundings? 

The proposed project will not substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the site or 

its surroundings.  The Cheney Creek Bridge will be visible to Highway 1 commuters, to residents of the 

subdivision on the hill directly east of Highway 1, and the project site.  It is unlikely that the bridge 

design and placement location will create a substantial aesthetic impact to the scenic vista of the area.  

The bridge will be painted to blend in with the surrounding natural color scheme, and the see-through 

structure and height of the bridge will not block or reduce the views of the area. (Source 1) 

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare that 
would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the 
area?

The proposed project will not create a new source of substantial light or glare that would impact the 

scenic vista of the area.  Vegetative cover that is removed for trail construction will expose a minimal 

amount of surface area that will be covered with natural colored crushed rock that will not create glare or 

introduce a new source of substantial light.  The bridge will be painted in a manor that will facilitate a 

blending into the natural environment of the site, and native vegetation will be planted near the bridge 

landings to further reduce any potential adverse effects of the project. (Source 1)
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2. AGRICULTURE RESOURCES

SETTING: Between 1812 and 1960 some agriculture took place near the project area.  The activities included 

livestock grazing, and wheat and intensive potato farming. Historically, sediments from agriculture practices in 

the vicinity of the project area have been transported into the marsh via Cheney Creek.  An on-going potential 

for deposition transport into the marsh exists from the Sonoma County General Plan Primary Agriculture Area 

east of Highway 1.5 There are no designated farmland categories within the project site.6

The project site area soil is described as Tidal Marsh, consisting of nearly level marshlands that are under 

water or extremely wet throughout the year.  Except for small areas that support limited grazing, Tidal Marsh 

has no farming value.  It is used mainly for recreation and wildlife habitat.7  The Sonoma County Coastal Plan 

prohibits construction of agricultural structures within 100 feet of wetlands.8  The project site is zoned Public-

Quasi Public/Park.9

In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant environmental effects, lead agencies 

may refer to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the 

California Dept. of Conservation as an optional model to use in assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland. 

 Would the Project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or 
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as 
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland 
Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California 
Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use? 

The proposed project will not convert to a non-agricultural use any designated Prime Farmland, Farmland 

of State Importance, or Unique Farmland according to the map of Farmland Mapping and Monitoring 

Program, from the California Department of Conservation, Division of Land Resource Protection.  The 

project area is not currently cultivated. (Source 10)

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or 
Williamson Act contract? 

The proposed project will not conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use or Williamson Act contract. 

 The project site is located on Regional Parks property and is zoned Public- Quasi Public.  According to 

the Sonoma County General Plan the project site is located within a Designated Outdoor Recreation 

Area. The project area is designated “Non-Agricultural Land” on the Sonoma County Agricultural 

5  Wetlands Research Associates, Inc. Spud Point Marina Mitigation Study: Doran Park Marsh Assessment and Enhancement  
Recommendations. April, 1986.
6 California Department of Conservation, Division of Land Resource Protection, Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program. 
Sonoma County Important Farmland Map. 1996. 
7  Soil Conservation Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture. Soil Survey of Sonoma County, California. August 1990. 
8  County of Sonoma. Local Coastal Program – Local Coastal Plan. December 12, 2001. 
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Preserve Lands map, Office of the County Assessor.  The Sonoma County Williamson Act Lands, 2005 

map indicates that the project site is designated “Non-enrolled Land”, County land not enrolled with the 

Williamson Act Program.  (Sources 1, 2, 3, 4) 

c) Involve other changes in the existing environment, 
which, due to their location or nature, could result in 
conversion of Farmland to non-agricultural use? 

The proposed project will not create changes in the environment that would facilitate conversion of any 

farmland to non-agricultural use.  The project area land has been in use as a Public Park and is not 

zoned for agriculture. (Source 2)

9  Sonoma County General Plan, Permit and Resource Management Department. Land Use Plan Map. March 1989.
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3. AIR QUALITY

SETTING:  The area is coast wetlands and riparian environment, with one other road, Doran Park Road, in the 

immediate vicinity.  There are no industrial, large commercial or agricultural land use activities currently in the 

project site vicinity.  There are two residential subdivisions located directly east and southeast of the project 

site, both accessed from Highway 1.  To the west of the project site along Doran Park Road are the park 

facilities that include recreational vehicle and tent campground areas at the end of the road, a boat launch 

ramp, and a small Ranger Station.  The U.S. Coast Guard Station is located next to the Ranger Station on the 

Harbor side of Doran Spit. 

Air pollutants include both gases and particulates.  Particulates come from agricultural, industrial and 

residential sources as a result of construction and grading activities. The sources of air pollution are both 

mobile and stationary, and in Sonoma County come primarily from automobiles.  The largest stationary 

pollutant source in the County is the Geysers power plants, and contributing sources include mining operations 

and lumber mills.  In the urban areas, residential wood stoves are a contributor to particulate levels.10

REGULATION ASSOCIATED WITH AIR QUALITY

Sonoma County General Plan. The Sonoma County General Plan Resource Conservation Element contains 

policies that address county air resources with the following Goal: 

RC-13: Preserve and maintain good air quality and provide for an air quality standard that will protect 

human health and preclude crop, plant, and property damage in accordance with the 

requirements of the Federal and State Clean Air Acts. 

Northern Sonoma County Air Pollution Control District.  Air quality standards are established at both the 

Federal and the State level for a variety of pollutants and are intended to provide greater protection of public 

health.  The proposed project site is located west of State Highway 1, on Regional Parks property within the 

jurisdiction of the Northern Sonoma County Air Pollution Control District (NSCAPCD).11  State standards are 

more stringent than the Federal standards.  The NSCAPCD is in non-attainment of the Federal and State one-

hour ozone standards, the State PM-10 Annual Arithmetic Mean and 24-hour standards, and the State PM-2.5 

Annual Arithmetic Mean Standard. The NSCAPCD has two applicable Air Quality Management Plans, which, 

among other things, provide a strategy to achieve progress toward attaining Federal and State standards.  The 

2001 Ozone Attainment Plan is associated with the Federal ozone standard and the 2000 Clean Air Plan is 

associated with State standards. 

Fine particulate matter is defined as particulate matter that is less than 10 microns in diameter, abbreviated as 

PM10.  The sources of PM10 are wide ranging, and include smoke, dust, aerosols, and metallic oxides from a 

variety of emissions, including wood-burning fireplaces, combustion, industrial processes, grading and 

10   Sonoma County General Plan. Resource Conservation Element. March 1989.
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construction, and motor vehicles. PM10 can bypass the body’s natural filtration system more easily than larger 

particles, lodge deep in lung tissue, and aggravate respiratory illnesses such as bronchitis and asthma.   There 

are no air quality standards for odors.  Offensive odors rarely impact public health; however, they can 

negatively impact quality of life.  Factors such as the location of potential sources of odors and the location of 

potential receptors to the source of odor are considered to determine the potential effects of odors on sensitive 

receptors.

Ground level ozone is commonly referred to as smog.  Smog is formed in the atmosphere through chemical 

reactions between ozone precursors in the presence of sunlight.  The principal sources of ozone precursors 

include combustion process, such as motor vehicle engines, and evaporation of solvents, paints, and fuels.  Of 

these, motor vehicles are the single largest source of ozone precursor in the Bay Area.  Exposure to ozone 

can result in physical symptoms such as eye irritation, respiratory diseases, and lung damage as well as 

environmental impacts such as impacts to vegetation and reduced visibility.12

Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality management or air pollution 

control district may be relied upon to make the following determinations.  Would the project: 

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the 
applicable air quality plan? 

The proposed project would not conflict or obstruct implementation of an applicable air quality plan.  The 

NSCAPSD does not have an air quality plan because it is in attainment of all federal standards.  

(Source 13)

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute 
substantially to an existing or projected air quality 
violation? 

The proposed project is not expected to result in violations of air quality standards or contribute 

substantially to an existing or projected air quality violation.  The proposed project does not include 

stationary sources that would require an air quality permit.  The proposed project may result in 

increased traffic as park visitors access the site, however, this is not expected to result in a violation of 

any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an existing or projected air quality violation. 

(Source 1) 

c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of 
any criteria pollutant for which the project region is 
non-attainment under an applicable federal or state 
ambient air quality standard (including releasing 
emissions that exceed quantitative thresholds for 

11   California Air Resources Board. California Air Districts Map. Accessed November 2006. www.arb.ca.gov./maps/adistbw.pdf. 
12  Bay Area Air Quality Management District. April 1996. 
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ozone precursors)? 

The proposed project will not result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant.  

The NSCAPCD is in non-attainment for the state ozone and respirable particulate matter (PM10)

standards.  Vehicle and equipment use within the project area from construction activity, visitor use, 

operation, and maintenance may increase fugitive dust and vehicle emissions within the project site; 

however, not result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of ozone precursors or fugitive dust 

because these activities would not result in new emissions of ozone precursors. Construction of the 

proposed project, use of the proposed trails, and periodic maintenance activities could result in 

temporary increases of fugitive dust emissions, which could temporarily increase PM10.  The less than 

significant impacts associated with construction, use, operation, and maintenance of the bridge and 

trails could be further reduced with implementation of the following mitigation measures. (Source 1) 

Mitigation Measures:
1. The Contractor will be required to spray water or dust palliative on unpaved construction, staging 

areas, and to stockpiles of soil as needed to control dust during construction.  Sonoma County 

Regional Parks Department staff will be required to spray water or dust palliative on unpaved 

areas as needed during maintenance activities. 

2. The Contractor will be required to cover loads of soil, sand, and other loose materials over public 

roads, keep the loads at least two feet below the level of the sides of the hauling container, and 

wet the load sufficiently to prevent dust emissions during construction of the proposed project.  

Sonoma County Regional Parks Department staff will be required to cover loads of soil, sand, 

and other loose materials over public roads, keep the loads at least two feet below the level of the 

sides of the hauling container, and wet the load sufficiently to prevent dust emissions as needed 

during maintenance activities. 

3. The Contractor will be required to sweep paved roads as needed to remove soil that has been 

carried onto them from the project site during construction.   Sonoma County Regional Parks 

Department staff will be required to sweep paved roads as needed to remove soil that has been 

carried onto them from the project site due to maintenance activities. 

4. The Contractor will be required to operate all construction vehicles and equipment with emission 

levels that meet current air quality standards and to minimize idling time for all heavy equipment 

to reduce on-site emissions during construction.  Sonoma County Regional Parks Department 

staff will be required to operate all construction vehicles and equipment with emission levels that 

meet current air quality standards and to minimize idling time for all heavy equipment to reduce 

on-site emissions during maintenance activities. 
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d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant 
concentrations?

The proposed project is not expected to expose sensitive receptors to substantial long-term pollutant 

concentrations.  Sensitive receptors are facilities or land uses that include members of the population 

that are particularly sensitive to the effects of air pollutants, such as children, the elderly, and people 

with illnesses.  Sensitive receptors are likely to visit the proposed project site and sensitive receptors 

exist, either by residence or business, within one-mile of the proposed project site.  Examples include 

schools, hospitals, and residential areas.  The project site is not located near any schools or hospital 

facilities.  The Bodega Bay Harbour subdivision, the Bodega Bay Lodge and the Bodega Bay Public 

Utilities District are located within one mile of the project site.  Construction activities, use of the project, 

and maintenance activities may result in increased fugitive dust and vehicle emissions.  There are 

existing conditions that contribute to fugitive dust, PM10, and odors in the project area. The project area 

is within an existing park facility that has had a history of public use.  These conditions would not 

change as a result of project implementation. Highway 1, to the east of the project site, is a primary 

arterial that carries large volumes of traffic intermittently in the vicinity of the project area.  Long-term 

fugitive dust generation associated with vehicles would be nominal.

Project design includes elements to minimize the additional fugitive dust and PM10 potential for exposing 

sensitive receptors to increased dust from use, operation and maintenance of the facility. The new trail 

and improvements to Doran Marsh Trail surface would include applying a crushed rock material over 

and aggregate base, over a compacted native soil sub-base and adding a soil stabilizer to the crushed 

rock if necessary for stabilization.  Given the location of the project area in relationship to nearby 

residences and businesses it is not expected that sensitive receptors would be affected by temporary 

construction-related activities. The mitigation measures proposed under 3.c would minimize the effect of 

this less than significant impact. (Source 12)

e) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial 
number of people? 

The proposed project will not result in long-term objectionable odors. Construction equipment may 

generate odors during project construction.  This short-term, construction-related impact would cease 

upon completion of construction activities.  The mitigation measures proposed under 3.c would minimize 

the effect of this less than significant impact. (Source 1)
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4. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

SETTING: The project area and vicinity includes a vast array of biological resources, including associated with 

upland and wetland plant communities that provide habitat to many wildlife species.  Within the immediate 

project area, Doran Beach Regional Park features salt marsh habitat, Bird Walk Coastal Access Trail features 

upland and wetland habitats, and Cheney Creek provides a tidally influenced freshwater creek.  Birdlife is 

abundant within the project area and vicinity, no doubt due to the abundant and diverse habitat offerings.  The 

Cheney Creek bridge and trail project area is at the southeastern end of Bodega Harbor. The salt marsh area 

adjacent to Cheney Creek supports native vegetation predominantly composed of pickleweed (Salicornia sp.)

and salt grass (Disticilis spicata).  The upland area is dominated by coyote bush (Baccharis pilularis) and a 

variety of grasses and forbs.  This vegetation community extends up the levee slope and is representative of a 

disturbed coastal upland habitat.13 Doran Marsh south of Cheney Creek and extending west to Doran Park 

Road is one of the few historic tidal marsh areas in Bodega Harbor.  An enhancement plan of the marsh was 

implemented in 1993-94 to improve and preserve bird and wildlife habitat.  The marsh and marsh channels 

support a diverse invertebrate community, and multiple fish species that utilize the area for spawning and 

rearing habitat. Species include arrow goby, starry flounder, topsmelt, three-spine stickleback, plainfin 

midshipman, longjaw mudsucker and sculpin.   Many species of shorebirds, waterfowl, and wading birds use 

the marsh as roosting and foraging habitat. Bird use in the Harbor is highly variable depending on seasonal 

migrations and movement related to tidal level.14

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES STUDIES: Regional Parks had two biological resources studies completed 

regarding the proposed project, a Botanical and Wetland Resources Report15 and a Habitat Assessment,16

which focused on wildlife.  The study area included a portion of the Bird Walk Coastal Access trail, the lower 

reach of Cheney Creek from the area east of the proposed bridge and trail location, and the Doran Marsh Trail 

including the marsh areas on both sides of the trail.  Both reports included the following: 

Archival research to identify potential plants, wetlands, and wildlife species that could be present 

within the project area, particularly and special status species and/or habitats

Field survey to identify the presence of plant and animal species, plant communities and wildlife 

habitats, and wetlands

Assessment of potential impacts to biological resources that could result from implementation of the 

project

13 Sonoma County Regional Parks and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Bodega Bay Dredging Project 2001. May 12, 1998.
14 Wetlands Research Associates, Inc. and Sonoma County Regional Parks. Doran Park Marsh Enhancement, Phase III Post-Project 
Monitoring. June 1999.
15 Valerius, Jane.  Environmental Consulting. Botanical and Wetland Resources Report, Cheney Creek Bridge and Trail Project.
December 21, 2006. 
16 Tatarian, Trish and Greg.  Wildlife Research Associates. Habitat Assessment, Cheney Creek Bridge.  December 11, 2006. 
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Mitigation measures that could minimize the significance of potential environmental impacts 

associated with biological resources. 

The following discussion integrates the findings and conclusions of both reports. 

WETLANDS
Three separate jurisdictions apply to the waters within the proposed project area.  They include Waters of the 

US that are regulated by the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACOE), Waters of the State that are regulated 

by the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB), and coastal waters regulated by the California 

Coastal Commission (CCC).  These jurisdictional boundaries are not necessarily contiguous. 

The wetlands assessment did not identify any wetlands or waters that are isolated and therefore concluded 

that the existing wetlands and waters are both Waters of the U.S. and Waters of the State.  There are no areas 

that were mapped that were outside of the USACOE jurisdiction but within the CCC or RWQCB definition of 

wetlands and waters.  The Botanical and Wetland Resources Report identified approximately 1.64 acres of 

wetlands within the study area.  The wetland areas within the project area include northern coastal salt marsh 

and brackish marsh communities.  An area of freshwater marsh, a wetland community type, is located outside 

of the proposed project boundaries. 

Cheney Creek is within all three jurisdictions.  Cheney Creek is tidally influenced and therefore is within 

USACOE jurisdiction under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.  The total area of Waters of the 

US/State associated with Cheney Creek within the project area is approximately 0.13 acre.

The Botanical and Wetland Resources Report did not identify any direct environmental impacts to Cheney 

Creek or wetlands that would result from project implementation.  A number of mitigation measures were 

proposed to minimize the significance of potential indirect environmental impacts to Cheney Creek or 

wetlands, which have been incorporated into the Mitigation Monitoring Plan. 

BOTANICAL
Archival research included several databases included the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) and 

Rare Find lists, California Native Plant Society’s (CNPS) Electronic Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants 

of California, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Endangered and Threatened Species List, and aerial photographs 

and background information of the proposed project site provided by Sonoma County Regional Parks.  Field 

surveys were conducted in accordance with the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) guidelines 

for special-status plant surveys.  The CDFG guidelines require floristic surveys, which means that all plants 

within the study area be identified to a level that determines their rarity status.  The surveys were conducted 

during their respective blooming periods when the plants would be most identifiable.

PREDOMINANT PLANT SPECIES 
The following plant species were identified as predominant within the study area: 
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Trees and Shrubs: Arroyo willow (Salex lasiolepis), California bay (Umbellularia californica), Monterey 

cypress (Cupressus macrocarpa), California wax-myrtle (Myrica californica), Yellow lupine (Lupinus arboreus),

Bush monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus), salmonberry (Rubus spectabilis), Twinberry (Lonicera involucrate 

var. ledebourii)

Herbaceous Plants: Marsh gumplant (Grindelia stricta), seaside woolly sunflower (Eriophyllum

staechadifolium), perennial wild buckwheat (Eriogonum sp.), fragrant everlasting (Gnaphalium microcephalum

ssp. beneolens), beachbur (Ambrosius chamissonis), Douglas iris (Iris douglasiana), woolly lotus (Lotus 

heermannii var. orbicularis), California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), yarrow (Achillea millefolium), willow 

dock (Rumex salicifolius), rush (Juncus spp.), spikerush (Eleocharis macrostachya) 

Grasses: Meadow barley (Horedeum brachyantherum ssp. Brachyantherum), creeping ryegrass (Leymus

triticoides), California oatgrass (Danthonia californica)

Invasive Non-Native Plant Species: Several invasive non-native species have become established within the 

project area threatening native plant communities.  These include iceplant (Carpobrotus chilensis), rosea 

iceplant (Drosanthemum floribundum), velvet grass (Holcus lanatus), slender wild oats (Avena barbata),

medditerranean barley (Hordeum marinum ssp. Gussoneanum), wild radish (Raphanus sativus), European 

beachgrass (Ammophila arenaria), soft chess (Bromus horeaceus), meadow fescue (Festuca pratensis),

poison hemlock (Conium maculatum), bristly ox-tongue (Picris echiodes), and fennel (Foeniculum vulgare).

PLANT COMMUNITIES & WILDLIFE HABITATS 
Both biological resource studies identified plant communities.  The Botanical and Wetland Resources Report 

utilized descriptions consistent with the Terrestrial Natural Communities of California,17 and noted that some of 

the communities intermingle with each other partly due to the historical land use practices in the area.  

Remnants of previously established habitats persist in some areas, while in other areas various plant 

communities have invaded previously established communities, becoming the dominant habitat.  The Habitat

Assessment utilized descriptions consistent with A Guide to Wildlife Habitats of California18 and also noted 

habitat interface.  Habitat interface increases diversity within the project area as it provides several edges that 

allow species to forage in the open and to utilize the trees and shrub for cover.  The following plant 

communities and wildlife habitats were identified within the study area.  These are organized by type: Aquatic, 

Grassland, Scrub, and Dune. 

Aquatic

Cheney Creek:  The Habitat Assessment identified Cheney Creek within the project area as brackish and due 

to tidal action, provides similar wildlife habita as the saltmarsh and mudflat wildlife habitats.  Cheney Creek 

provides habitat for several fish species, including tidewater goby (Eucyclogobius newberryi), a Central 

17 Holland, Robert F., Ph.D.,. Terrestrial Natural Communities of California. 1986 
18 Mayer, K.E. and W.F.  and Laudenslayer, Jr. Eds.  A Guide to Wildlife Habitats of California. California Department of Forestry 
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California Coast steelhead distinct population segment (Onchorhynchus mykiss), three-spine stickleback 

(Gasterosteus aculeatus), and prickly sculpin (Cottus asper).   Tidewater goby is a federally endangered 

species and a California species of special concern. Steelhead is a federally threatened species.

Coastal Brackish Marsh:  The Botanical and Wetland Resources Report describes this plant community as 

usually occurs near the coast in bodies of water influenced by fresh water from inland waterways and by salt 

water from the ocean.  Indicator plant species include Pacific silverweed (Potentilla anserina ssp. Pacifica) and 

alkali heath.  Locations of the coastal brackish marsh plant community within the study area are near the west 

and east ends of the western Bird Walk dredge disposal pond.

Coastal Freshwater Marsh:  The Botanical and Wetland Resources Report describes freshwater marsh as 

occurring either near the coast or in inland areas. Regardless of location, freshwater marshes are not 

influenced by salt water.  Within the study area, coastal freshwater marsh occurs at the borders of the two Bird 

Walk dredge disposal ponds.  Several of the existing plant species including velvet grass and iceplant can 

occur both in salt and fresh water, but the presence of Pacific rush (Juncus effusus), and spikerush 

(Eleocharis macrostachya) at the west end of the east pond indicate a freshwater habitat. 

Northern Coastal Salt Marsh:  The Botanical and Wetland Resources Report identifies the dominate plant 

species in Northern coastal salt marsh as pickleweed (Salicornia virginica), saltgrass (Distichlis spicata), and 

miscellaneous rushes (Juncus spp.). Within the study area, this plant community occurs on the west side of 

Bird Walk levee and in places along the Doran Marsh Trail.  This is a sensitive plant community of concern to 

the CDFG because of the rapid decline of the habitat in California for the past several years.  Within the study 

area, this plant community includes special status plant species: Pt. Reyes bird’s-beak (Cordylanthus

maritumus ssp. Palustris) and Marin knotweed (Polyginum marinense). Please see the discussion under 

Special Status Species for additional information.

Salt Marsh Mudflat:  This habitat type was identified in the Habitat Assessment.  It is determined by 

elevational gradients between the higher brackish sites and the lower saline sites.  Plant species including 

pickleweed, jaumea, cordgrass, arrowgrass, and California seablite grow in the lower region of the salt marsh, 

which attract rails and shore bird species.  The upper marsh area includes bulrush, coast carex, and common 

cattails, which attract mammals and perching birds known as passerines.  As many as thirty-six species of 

waterfowl use the salt marsh habitat to forage and rest during winter and spring migrations along the Pacific 

Flyway.

Grassland

Non-native Grasslands:  The Habitat Assessment identifies non-native grassland, which is similar to the 

Annual Grassland plant community identified in the Botanical and Wetland Resources Report.  Non-native 

grasslands include native and non-native species and attracts common seed-eating and insect-eating wildlife 

and Fire Protection, Sacramento. 1988. 
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species such as western fence lizard (Sceloporus occidentalis), California quail (Callipepla californica), scrub 

jays (Aphelocoma californica), mourning doves (Zenaida macroura), meadow vole (Microtus californicus),

Botta’s pocket gopher (Thomomys bottae), raccoon (Procyon lotor), striped skunk (Mephitis mephitis), and 

gray fox (Urocyon cinereoargenteus), coyotes (Canis latrans), red-tailed hawks (Buteo jamaicensis), red-

shouldered hawks (Buteo lineatus), barn owls (Tyto alba), and great horned owls (Bubo virginianus).

Annual Grassland:  The Botanical and Wetland Resources Report identified the annual grassland plant 

community as common throughout California.  This plant community is often dominated by weedy non-native 

grasses although remnant native grasses and forbs can be found as well.  The majority of the Doran Marsh 

trail levee is annual grassland with other plants occurring like coast gumplant and yellow lupine.  Where the 

levee widens out north of the narrowest point the grassland extends out intermingling with the northern coastal 

salt marsh. Ripgut brome (Bromus diandrus), Chilean brome (Bromus stamineus), and meadow fescue 

(Festuca pratensis) dominate this area.   The knoll area where the south bridge landing is proposed is 

dominated with wild radish (Raphanus sativus), as is the location for Staging Area 1 on the Bird Walk Coastal 

Access south levee embankment.

Sub-categories of the Annual Grassland plant community include Introduced Perennial Grassland and Native 

Perennial Grassland, both of which were identified within the project area.  Dominant species in the Introduced 

Perennial Grassland plant community include velvet grass, Harding grass (Phalaris aquatica), and Kentucky 

blue grass (Poa praetensis), which were identified on the slopes above the Bird Walk Coastal Access ponds, 

along the edges of Doran Marsh Trail, and encroaching into the northern coastal salt marsh to the east.  

Dominant species in the Native Perennial Grassland plant community include meadow barley (Hordeum

brachyantherum ssp.), which was widely scattered along the Doran Marsh Trail edges.  California oatgrass 

(Danthonia californica), a possible remnant of coastal prairie from a previous time period, occurs near this area 

closer to the trail.  Another native perennial grass, creeping ryegrass (Leymus triticoides), occurs in two very 

small patches further north, one on each side of the trail).

Scrub

Arroyo Willow Riparian Scrub:  The Botanical and Wetland Resources Report identified this plant 

community northeast of the knoll at the eastern end of the existing Doran Marsh Trail.  The knoll area is the 

location for the southern landing of the proposed bridge.  The plant community is dominated by arroyo willows. 

 Several other native species occur in the general area that include California wax-myrtle, California bee plant 

(Scrophularia californica), mugwort (Artemisia douglasiana), cow parsnip (Herclueum lanatum), sword fern 

(Polystichum munitum), salmonberry (Rubus spectabilis), and twinberry (Lonicera involucrate).  Arroyo willow 

riparian scrub is also found along the east side of the parking area adjacent to Doran Beach Road near the 

entrance to the Doran Marsh Trail.  The parking area may be used as a staging area for project construction 

equipment.  An isolated, dense stand of arroyo willow riparian scrub is found on the north side of Cheney 

Creek along the creek bank approximately 200 feet west of the Bird Walk Coastal Access parking lot. A larger 
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dense area of this community is located east of the isolated patch, and continues in a northeast direction past 

the parking lot and along Highway 1.

Willow Scrub:  The Habitat Assessment identifies Willow Scrub wildlife habitat provides, which is similar to 

the Arroyo Will Scrub plant community identified in the Botanical and Wetland Resources Report.   This 

habitat provides refuge cover, foraging, and nesting opportunities for a variety of species such as song 

sparrow (Melospiza melodia), common yellowthroat (Geothylypis trichas), Wilson’s warbler (Wilsonia pusilla),

and Anna’s hummingbird (Calypte anna).

Northern Coastal Scrub:  The Botanical and Wetland Resources Report identified this plant community, 

which is usually dominated by coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis).  Within the study area, the northern coastal 

salt marsh plant community occurs in several areas, including along Cheney Creek, bordering the north side of 

the parking area adjacent to Doran Beach Road near the trail entrance to Doran Marsh Trail, and bordering 

both sides of the Bird Walk Trail.  The Bird Walk construction access and staging areas transects in this plant 

community.  Annual and introduced perennial grasslands that continues down slope to the ponds and rock 

outcropping.

A dense stand of riparian scrub consisting of wax-myrtle and sparsely dispersed arroyo willows occurs 100 

feet north of Doran Beach Road on the east side of the Doran Marsh Trail, in an sub-area of coastal scrub 

referred to as California Wax Myrtle Dominated Riparian Scrub.  Another sub-area of coastal scrub, referred to 

as North Coast Riparian Scrub, was identified within the study area along the east end of Cheney Creek where 

the dominant plant is arroyo willow (Salix lasiolepis), and also on the southwest side of Doran Marsh Trail, 

near Doran Beach Road, where the dominant species is California wax-myrtle (Myrica californica).  This plant 

community is of concern to the CDFG because of the rapid reduction of riparian habitats over the last several 

years due to human activities that include development and water diversion.  The proposed project will not 

affect these plant communities. 

Coyote Brush Scrub:  The Habitat Assessment identifies Coyote Brush Scrub wildlife habitat, which appears 

to be similar to the coyote brush dominated Northern Coastal Scrub plant community identified in the Botanical

and Wetland Resources Report. This wildlife habitat provides nesting and refuge habitat for bird species that 

include California towee (Pipilo crissalis), spotted towee (Pipilo maculatus), American goldfinch (Carduelis

tristis), white-crowned sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys), and song sparrow (Melospiza melodia).

Dunes

Coastal Dunes:  The Botanical and Wetland Resources Report identified this plant community, which is 

usually dominated by grasses, shrubs, or sand determined by their distance from the ocean and amount of 

wind exposure.  There are only two small areas of Coastal Dunes within the study area.  One borders the 

south edge of the parking area adjacent to Doran Beach Road and is dominated by European beachgrass 

(Ammophila arenaria) and minimal California brome (Bromus carinatus var. maritimus).  Another borders the 
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south end of Doran Marsh Trail along the levee, where the dominant plant species are non-native European 

beachgrass, yellow lupine, with other species including Baltic rush (Juncus balticus), Mexican rush (Juncus

mexicanus), marsh gumplant (Grindelia stricata), and beachbur (Ambrosia chamissonis).  The dune area 

begins on the north side of Doran Beach Road and continues northward along Doran Marsh Trail on the top of 

the levee for a few hundred feet then transitions to annual grassland.  The dunes on the eastside of the trail 

extend down the levee slope and into the flat area, quickly transitioning into velvet grass (Holcus lanatus).

The proposed project will not affect this plant community. 

SPECIAL-STATUS PLANT SPECIES 
Three special-status species plants were identified within the study area during the surveys and are described 

in Table I.

TABLE I – SPECIAL STATUS PLANT SPECIES

Common Name 
Scientific Name 

Federal/
State/CNDDB

Status

Habitat
Blooming Period (BP)

Project Site Occurrence 

Coastal bluff morning-
glory
Calystegia purpurata 
ssp. saxicola 

-/-/List 1B Coastal & scrub. 

BP: May - September 

Present.  Tentatively identified 
on the north side of Cheney 
Creek along both sides of the 
Bird Walk Trail. 

Point Reyes bird’s beak 
Cordylanthus maritimus 
ssp. palustris 

-/-/List 1B Marshes & swamps, coastal 
salt marsh 

BP: June - October 

Present. Along Doran Marsh 
Trail.

Marin knotweed 
Polygonum marinenes List 3 Marshes & swamps (coastal 

salt or brackish) 

BP: April - October 

Present. Within northern 
coastal salt marsh on both 
sides of Cheney Creek. 

CA Native Plant Society List 1B: rare, threatened, or endangered in CA and elsewhere 
List 3: a review list for which more information is needed. 

WILDLIFE
The Habitat Assessment was conducted of the proposed project site in Spring and Summer of 2006 and 

evaluated existing wildlife habitats, the potential occurrence of special-status animal species, and potential 

impacts and mitigation measures that would avoid “take” of individuals.

The Habitat Assessment identified the potential for nesting shorebirds to use the salt marsh mudflats for 

nesting purposes and that ruderal grasslands, shrubs and willows could be used by nesting passerines 

Nesting passerines including are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and may occur within 

the study area along the Doran Marsh Trail and east of the project Staging Area 2.  Cheney Creek provides 

habitat for several fish species.  Wildlife ovement corridors that occur within the study area include the existing 

trails and roads established in both Doran Beach Regional Park and Bird Walk Coastal Access.  The existing 
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trails linking Doran Beach Regional Park and Bird Walk Coastal Access via Highway 1 were previously 

established.

SPECIAL-STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES
A total of thirty-six special-status animal species have potential of occurring in the region where the proposed 

project site is located.  Of the thirty-six species, only eight species have some degree of potential to occur 

within the site or in the adjacent area, which are listed in the Table II. 

TABLE II – SPECIAL STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES

Common Name 
Scientific Name 

Federal & 
State Status

Habitat Project Site Occurrence 
Potential

Steelhead – Central 
Coast ESU 
Onchorhynchus mykiss 

FT Beds of loose, silt-free, coarse 
gravel for spawning; cover, 
cool water, and sufficient 
dissolved oxygen. 

Present: Species reported in 
Cheney Creek (NMFS 2006) 

Tidewater goby 
Eucyclogobus
newberryi

FE, CSC Slow tidal creeks and sloughs Present: Species reported in 
Cheney Creek (CNDDB 2006)

Allen’s Hummingbird 
Selasphorus sasin SC, MB Meadows, along streams High: Suitable nesting habitat 

on Bird Walk Trail 
Rufus Hummingbird 
Selasphorus rufus SC, MB Grasslands, open marshland High: Suitable habitat present 

on project site 
Black phoebe 
Sayomis nigricans MB Nests in anthropogenic 

structures. Nests of mud, 
grasses, weed stems 

High: Suitable nesting habitat 
on Bird Walk Trail 

Saltmarsh Common 
Yellowthroat
Geothylps trichas 
Sinuosa

MB, CSC Nests in fresh and salt 
Marshes in tall grasses, 
tules, willows 

Moderate: Suitable habitat 
present on project site 

Short-eared owl 
Asio flammeus MB Nests in open grasslands, 

marshes, or dunes by tall 
grass, reeds or bushes 

Low: Suitable habitat present. 

Northern Harrier 
Circus cyaneus MB, CSC Grasslands and open 

marshland
Low: Suitable habitat present

US Fish & Wildlife 
Service Abbreviations 

FE: federally listed Endangered 
FT: federally listed Threatened 
MB: migratory non-game protected under the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) 
SC: federal Species of Concern 

NMFS: National Marine 
Fisheries Service, now known 
as National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Agency

CA Department of Fish 
& Game Abbreviations 

CE: CA listed Endangered 
CT: CA listed Threatened 
CSC: CA species of Special Concern 

CNDDB: CA Natural Diversity 
Database

REGULATION ASSOCIATED WITH BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
Federal and State laws, specifically the Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA) and the California 

Endangered Species Act (CESA), were established to protect special-status plant and animal species.  The 
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Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) protects all nesting bird species. The California Department of Fish and 

Game (CDFG) also lists species considered to be of Special Concern.

Sonoma County General Plan.  The General Plan identifies critical habitat areas and riparian corridors as 

plant and animal habitats that warrant protection. The proposed project is not within either of these 

designations.

Local Coastal Plan.  The project area is zoned as Public Facilities District - Coastal Commission (PFCC).  

The purpose of the Public Facilities District (PFD) is to serve the community or public need and protect sites 

from incompatible uses.  Local Coastal Plan provisions associated with PFDs are consistent with Section 2.5 

of the General Plan Land Use Element, which includes sites that serve community or public need and are 

owned or operated by government agencies, non-profit entities, or public utilities.   

The marsh areas within project area appear to be within a Sanctuary-Preservation Area designated in the 

Sonoma County Local Coastal Plan. 19  Development of nature trails and resource dependent uses is allowed 

within Sanctuary-Preservation Areas.   The following policy applies to the proposed project. 

Policy 30240: (a) Environmentally sensitive habitat areas shall be protected against any significant 

disruption of habitat values and only uses dependent on such resources shall be 

allowed within such areas.  (b) Development in areas adjacent to environmentally 

sensitive habitat areas and parks and recreation areas shall be sited and designed to 

prevent impacts which would significantly degrade such areas and shall be 

compatible with the continuance of such habitat areas. 

The Coastal Plan Environmental Resources section includes seventy-eight recommendations to protect 

biological resources in specific resource categories.  The proposed project is consistent with the 

recommendations associated with wetlands. 

Would the project: 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or 
through habitat modifications, on any species 
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status 
species in local or regional plans, policies, or 
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish 
and Game or U.S. Wildlife Service? 

The proposed project is not expected to have a substantial adverse effect on any special status species 

identified by regulatory agencies.  Project design considered the biological resources studies completed for the 

proposed project and was shifted to minimize loss of biological resources, regardless of official listing status.  

Certain construction activities, specifically driving the bridge footings, will result in ground vibration of the 

19 Local Coastal Plan, page 26. 
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surrounding area and potentially affect tidewater goby and other fish in Cheney Creek.  The following 

mitigation measures will reduce the significance of this potentially significant impact to a less than significant 

level: (Source 18) 

Mitigation Measures
5. Regional Parks will conduct a Mandatory Contractor/Worker Environmental Awareness Training 

identifying sensitive resources on the site and measures to prevent take of individuals and habitat 

at pre-bid and pre-construction meeting.

6. The Contractor shall be required to schedule driving the bridge footings between July 01 and 

September 30.  If this is not feasible, the following shall occur prior to initiating the activity: 

a. Regional Parks shall obtain concurrence from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

before starting work 

b. The Contractor shall drive the bridge footings during low tide to the greatest degree feasible, 

to reduce daily disturbance to fish species when fewer individual fish are present in Cheney 

Creek.

Construction activities along the Bird Walk Trail could affect two separate populations of coastal bluff 

morning glory, which is a species on CNPS List 1B meaning that they are rare, threatened or 

endangered in California and elsewhere.  The following mitigation measures will reduce the significance 

of this potentially significant impact to a less than significant level: (Source 17)

Mitigation Measures
7. The Contractor will avoid impacts to populations and individuals of coastal bluff morning glory.  

Regional Parks or a qualified biologist will flag areas with coastal bluff morning glory prior to the 

onset of construction-related activities. 

Construction activities in general will minimally affect the annual grassland and coyote brush scrub plant 

communities, neither of which has known protection protocol.  The following mitigation measures will 

further reduce the significance of this less than significant impact to habitat. 

Mitigation Measures
8. The Contractor will remove trees, shrubs and other vegetation between August 01 and March 15 

to avoid bird-nesting season.  General bird nesting season is between March 15 and July 31.  If it 

is not feasible to remove vegetation outside of bird-nesting season, the Regional Parks 

Department will complete the following: 

a. Conduct a bird-nesting survey between seven and 14 days prior to the removal of vegetation. 

The area to be surveyed will include all construction sites and staging areas for which 
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vegetation removal is required to a buffer of 150 feet outside the boundary of the area to be 

cleared.  Survey results will remain valid for a period of 21 days following the date of the 

survey. 

b. Postpone vegetation clearing and construction activities within 150 feet of the nest in the 

event that an active nest is discovered in the surveyed area.  No construction-related 

activity will be allowed to occur within this area until it is determined that the young have 

fledged, the nest is vacated, and there is no evidence of second nesting attempts.

9. The Contractor will install construction barrier fencing around the following areas prior to the 

onset of construction-related activities.  Regional Parks will identify the areas where construction 

barrier fencing will be required on the construction drawings.  All construction barrier fencing will 

consist of black silt fence, be buried 4 inches below grade using a ditch witch or placed by hand 

with the lower portion of the fence creating an apron along the ground facing the construction 

zone and dirt piled upon the apron to secure it.  Construction-related activities, including storing 

equipment, chemicals, spoil materials, trash, parking vehicles or equipment may not take place 

within the protected areas.  The Contractor will maintain construction barrier fencing during 

construction and Regional Parks will maintain construction barrier fencing after construction is 

complete through the first rainy season.  Regional Parks will remove the construction barrier 

fencing after the last rains of the spring and vegetation has become established. 

a. Staging Area 1 – Bird Walk Coastal Access Trail.  The Contractor will install a construction 

barrier fence to prevent any materials from encroaching upon the adjacent wetlands.

b. Staging Area 2 – Doran Beach Regional Park Marsh Trail.  The Contractor will install a 

construction barrier fence on the north and south side of the Marsh Trail to prevent sediment 

falling into Cheney Creek and delineated saltmarsh.  The fence shall be placed on contour 

along a parallel route to the trail under direction of Regional Parks or a qualified biologist to 

prevent take of the saltmarsh habitat.

c. Marsh Trail – Doran Beach Regional Park.  The Contractor will install a construction barrier 

fence along both sides of the Marsh Trail to prevent sediment from entering the adjacent salt 

marsh, wetlands, and native plant communities.

d. Seasonal Wetland.  The Contractor will install a construction barrier fence along the 

outermost edge of the delineated seasonal wetland.

e. Protected Vegetation.  The Contractor will install a construction barrier fence around the 

outermost edge of the vegetation to be protected. 

10. Regional Parks Department will implement a Revegetation Plan to replace the vegetation 

removed as part of this project development.  The Revegetation Plan will include the following 
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elements:

a. Trees removed that are subject to Sonoma County Ordinance No. 4014 will be replaced at 

ratios determined by the Ordinance and will be replanted on-site to the greatest degree 

possible.

b. Staging areas will be seeded and restored using native plants after construction activities 

have been completed.

c. Revegetated areas will be monitored for two growing seasons.  Success will be measured by 

75 percent cover of seeded areas and survival of plantings. 

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian 
habitat or other sensitive natural community identified 
in local or regional plans, policies, regulations, or by 
the California Department of Fish and Game or U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service? 

The proposed project will not affect riparian habitat because riparian habitat is not present within the 

project area.  The proposed project will affect approximately 0.43 acre of annual grassland, 0.22 acre of 

coyote bush scrub, and 0.39 acre of existing trails. None of these are identified as sensitive natural 

plant communities. (Source 2, 5) 

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally 
protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, marsh, 
vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, 
filling, hydrological interruption, or other means? 

The proposed project is not expected to affect wetlands.  Approximately 1.64 acres of wetlands and 

jurisdictional waters were mapped within the biological resources study area. (Source 17) These include 

approximately 0.13 acre of Cheney Creek, which is a Waters of the U.S and Waters of the State.  The 

bridge footings will be placed above the mean high water line and therefore will not be impacted by the 

proposed project.  Approximately 1.51 acre of wetlands were mapped within the study area and include 

northern coastal salt marsh and brackish marsh.  These are located where the project area intersects 

with the Bird Walk dredge disposal pond and along both sides of the trails.  The project has been 

designed to avoid impact to delineated wetlands. 

Construction of the proposed project is not expected to generate surplus soil or other material that 

would require disposal.  The bridge footings will be pile-driven, not excavated.  Cuts and fills along the 

trails have been balanced on-site through the design process.  If any construction-related material 

requires disposal, the following mitigation measure will ensure a less than significant impact to 

wetlands:
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Mitigation Measures
11. The Contractor will comply with regulations of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the California 

Department of Fish and Game, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board and the 

State Coastal Commission regarding construction activities that affect drainages and wetlands.   

12. The Contractor will dispose of surplus soils, surplus concrete rubble, or pavement at an 

acceptable and legally permitted disposal site or taken to a permitted soil concrete and/or asphalt 

recycling facility. 

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native 
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with 
established native resident or migratory wildlife 
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery 
sites?

The proposed project is not expected to impact the movement of native resident or migratory fish or 

wildlife species, established wildlife corridors, or native wildlife nursery sites.  Temporary impacts 

resulting from project construction, particularly sedimentation from trail creation and bridge installation, 

have the potential to affect water quality in Cheney Creek which could, in turn, affect the fish species 

that reside in Cheney Creek. (Source 18)  This less than significant impact can be further reduced with 

the implementation of mitigation measures under Checklist Items 4a, 4b, and 4c.

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances 
protecting biological resources, such as tree 
preservation policy or ordinance? 

The proposed project will not conflict with local policies or ordinances that protect biological resources.  

The project area is not located in a designated “riparian corridor” or “critical habitat area” within the 

Sonoma County General Plan Biotic Resources Combining District.  The project area is in a designated 

Sanctuary-Preservation Area within the Sonoma County Local Coastal Plan, which allows development 

nature trails and resource dependent uses.  The proposed project is a nature trail and therefore is 

allowed within the SCLCP Sanctuary-Preservation Area.

Construction will require removal of three Monterey cypress trees with breast-height diameters of 4 to 6-

inches.  Monterey cypress is not a protected tree subject to the Sonoma County Tree Protection and 

Replacement Ordinance No. 4014.  This less than significant impact can be further reduced with the 

implementation of the following mitigation measures:
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Mitigation Measures 
13. Regional Parks Department will clearly identify trees and other vegetation that will require 

removal on the construction drawings and will identify the protected perimeter of trees to be 

protected on the construction drawings.  The protected perimeter is defined in Sonoma County 

Ordinance No. 4014 as the tree drip line.  The contractor will clearly mark in the field the trees 

that will be removed.  The Contractor will insure that all trees removed for implementation of the 

project be left onsite to provide wildlife habitat.

14. The Contractor will be required to perform all tree trimming and branch removal in accordance 

with the International Society of Arborists Tree Pruning Guidelines, adopted in 1995.  These 

standards require that (a) branches are cut cleanly, utilizing pruning shears, loppers, or a fine 

tooth saw that cuts on the pull stroke; (b) branches are cut just outside the branch bark ridge or at 

the callus shoulder, and at a point of junction with another branch to avoid leaving a limb section 

without live leaf support; (c) climbing spurs cannot be worn when performing work on any tree, 

and (d) trees will not be “headed.” 

15. The Contractor will be required to report any damage to protected trees that occurs during, or as 

a result of, project construction to Regional Parks staff.  If a protected tree is damaged so that it 

cannot be preserved in a healthy state, the tree will be replaced in accordance with the Arboreal 

Value Chart included in Sonoma County Ordinance No. 4014. 
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5. CULTURAL RESOURCES
SETTING:  In 1986, an Assessment of the Cultural Resources within the Proposed Doran Park Sewer pipeline 

System was prepared for Regional Parks.20  This study are included a portion of Doran Beach but not the area 

of the proposed project.  The study includes a comprehensive description regarding the cultural history of the 

project vicinity, which is summarized below. 

Prior to European contact the proposed project site area was controlled by the Bodega Miwok culture. The 

Bodega Miwok did not have a centralized tribal organization. Several recorded named settlements exist in the 

Bodega Harbor area, and two of the sites are located in the vicinity of the proposed project area on the eastern 

bluffs bordering the marsh.  Himtigala or Hime-takala, also known as the old Stephen Smith Ranch House site, 

is located on the south side of the Bodega Bay Public Utility District treatment facility. It was suggested 

however from a 1974 archaeological survey that the site was destroyed during the construction of the 

treatment facility.  The second site known as Huka Yakum is located south of the first site near Doran Park 

Road where the Bodega Bay Lodge now stands. Neither of the two cultural sites are in, or immediately 

adjacent to the proposed project site. 

The site area later became the location of a Russian settlement between 1812 and 1840 when the Russian 

American Fur Company from Alaska established the Port of Bodega by the mouth of Cheney Creek.  The 

settlers modified the local landscape through farming, growing wheat in the higher terraces, near the area of 

the present Bodega Bay Public Utility facility.  In 1846, a local stream saw mill was constructed by Captain 

Smith who had obtained a land grant for the Port of Bodega area.  The saw mill was later washed away in a 

storm.  Goods were stored in warehouses at Cheney Creek for shipment by boat to San Francisco.  By the 

1860’s the port activities subsided and land-use intensity declined.  Dairying continued in grassland areas 

along the marine terraces. 

State Highway 1, a scenic corridor, was built over Cheney Creek, just east of the project site, in the 1920’s.  By 

the 1930’s some cabins had been built on the terraces and a salt marsh had developed at the mouth of 

Cheney Creek, presumably from sediment deposited from soil erosion, a result of the varied land-use 

practices.  Freshwater ponding eventually decreased in the area from grazing impacts, converting freshwater 

marsh vegetation at the south end of Bodega Harbor to salt marsh species.  Bodega Harbor began to develop 

in the 1940’s and the County of Sonoma acquired Doran Spit to develop Doran Park, and the park road.  The 

County was responsible for improving and reclaiming the tidelands of Bodega Harbor in the 1950’s. 

By 1963 the airport had been constructed west of Cheney Creek.  This activity combined with the Highway 1 

improvement project, and creek diversion, resulted in increased sediment deposition at the creek mouth.  The 

harbor had been dredged for the third time by 1968, with dredge spoils deposited at the old airport site.   In the 

1970’s the Bodega Bay Harbor subdivision including the golf course, southeast of the marsh and project site, 

20 Werner, Roger H. Archaeological Services, Inc.  An Assessment of the Cultural Resources within the Pproposed Doran Park 
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was expanded, contributing irrigation runoff into the salt marsh.21

CULTURAL RESOURCES RECORDS SEARCH: In February 2006, a cultural resources records search was 

conducted by the Northwest Information Center at Sonoma State University.  It concluded the project site 

contains no recorded Native American or historic-period archaeological resources, though the general vicinity 

of the project area has numerous recorded archaeological resources.  The records search indicates a 

moderately high likelihood that unrecorded Native American cultural resources exist in the proposed project 

area, and that identifying historic-period archaeological resources is moderately possible.  The review for 

possible historic structures was not comprehensive.22

REGULATION ASSOCIATED WITH CULTURAL RESOURCES: There is a National Register nomination 

form for Bodega Bay and Harbor that includes the proposed project area in its overview.  State and Federal 

inventories list the area as within the Bodega Bay and Harbor District status code 1S, meaning it is listed for its 

archaeological and historical significance.  It is also designated as State Historic Landmark #833.  The Office 

of Historic Preservation Historic Properties Directory lists the Bodega Port with a status code 7, not evaluated 

for Federal or State listing.

Sonoma County General Plan: The Sonoma County General Plan Archaeological and Historical Resources 

section provides the County’s guidance regarding cultural resources with the following Goal: 

OS-9: Preserve significant archaeological and historical sites which represent the ethnic, cultural, 

and economic groups that have lived and worked in Sonoma County.  Preserve unique or 

historically significant heritage or landmark trees.

Coastal Plan: The Local Coastal Plan section on historical resources includes a brief history of Sonoma 

County’s coastal area, describes existing zoning ordinance provisions designed to protect historic resources, 

includes an inventory of coastal historic resources, and makes recommendations to protect historic resources 

with the goal of protecting the County’s resources as a reminder of past eras.  None of the specific historic 

resources recommendations apply to the proposed project. 

Would the project: 

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance 
of a historical resource as defined in §15064.5? 

The proposed project will not affect known historical resources.  The proposed project could result in an 

indirect beneficial effect to Bodega Bay and Bodega Bay Harbor, as it will increase passive recreation 

Sewer Pipeline System.   September 1986. 
21 Wetlands Research Associates, Inc. Spud Point Marina Mitigation Study: Doran Park Marsh Assessment and Enhancement  
Recommendations. April, 1986. 
22  Much, Byron. Northwest Information Center, Sonoma State University. Records Search Report for Proposed Cheney Creek 
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opportunity in this area, whereby people can further appreciate the view and resources.  (Source 1)

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance 
of an archaeological resource as defined in §15064.5?

The proposed project is not expected to impact archaeological resources.  The project area does not 

contain recorded Native American or historic-period archaeological resources.   (Source 21)  Accidental 

discovery is possible during construction activity.  This less than significant impact could be further 

reduced with implementation of the following mitigation measure: 

Mitigation Measure
16. The Contractor will cease construction activity immediately if cultural, archaeological, 

paleontological, and historic or other types of cultural resources are encountered in the immediate 

vicinity of the find during project construction.  Construction will cease until a qualified 

archaeologist has evaluated the situation to determine the significance of the find and has 

recommended appropriate measures to protect the resource.  The archaeologist will record 

identified resources on DPR 523 historic resource recordation forms and submit the forms to the 

Northwest Information Center. 

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological 
resource or site or unique geologic feature? 

The proposed project is not expected to impact unique paleontological resources or geologic features.  

The project area does not contain recorded sites.  (Source 21)  Accidental discovery is possible during 

construction activity.  This less than significant impact could be further reduced with implementation of 

the Mitigation Measure 16. 

d) Disturb any human remains, including those interred 
outside of formal cemeteries? 

The proposed project is not expected to disturb human remains.  There are no known burial grounds or 

cemeteries located within the project area.  Accidental discovery is possible during construction activity. 

(Source 21) This less than significant impact could be further reduced with implementation of the 

following mitigation measure: 

Mitigation Measure
17. The Contractor will immediately cease construction activity in the immediate vicinity of the 

discovery if human remains are unearthed during construction.  Regional Parks will contact the 

County Coroner to investigate the nature and circumstances of the discovery as required by State 

Bridge and Trail Project. February 6, 2006.
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law.  If the burial appears to be Native American, Regional Parks will also attempt to contact an 

appropriate tribal representative to determine appropriate protocol.  Construction activity will not 

resume in the immediate vicinity of the discovery until authorized by the County Coroner and/or 

Regional Parks. 

Exhibit 7:  Mitigated Negative Declaration and Mitigation and Monitoring Plan



 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
 Impact 

Cheney Creek Bridge and Trail Project – Initial Study Checklist Page 2-29 

6. GEOLOGY AND SOILS

SETTING:  The project area is mapped within the Bodega Head 7.5 minute Quadrangle map.  The project 

area is located at approximately 038019’03” North latitude and 12302’15” West longitude, in Township 6N and 

Range 11W, and Section 35, Mt. Diablo Baseline and Meridian.

TOPOGRAPHY: The Cheney Creek Bridge Project site is located in the Doran Marsh area at the south end of 

Bodega Harbor, upstream of the mouth of Cheney Creek, and on the south side of the Bird Walk Coastal 

Access Park levee.  Doran Marsh is flat topography and nearly sea level.  The levee that defines Bird Walk 

Coastal Access Trail surrounds two dredge disposal ponds.  The interior slope of the disposal ponds is 

approximately 66 percent in the north pond (Pond 1) and approximately 20 percent in the south pond (Pond 2). 

 The exterior slope leading to Cheney Creek is approximately 20 - 25 percent.  Cheney Creek is about 25 feet 

wide with near-vertical 3-4 foot high banks.

GEOGRAPHY: Geologic mapping of the project area includes two geologic classifications.  Both geologic 

types are relatively young, of the Quarternary Period.23

Qm: Marine deposits, including mud, gritty mud, silt and sand.  Present at Birdwalk Coastal 

Access.

Qs: Beach and dune sand.  Present at Doran Beach Regional Park. 

SOILS: According to the Soil Survey of Sonoma County there are three soil classifications within the project 

area. 24  The Bird Walk Coastal Access area and adjacent marsh to the south and the northwest is classified 

as Tidal Marsh (TaM).  The rock outcropping in the east pond at Bird Walk Coastal Access is Kneeland Rocky 

Complex, 30 to 75 percent slopes (KoG).  The area adjacent to the Doran Marsh, that extends from Doran 

Beach Road northward approximately 500 feet, is Dune Land (DuE).

Tidal Marsh: This soil type consists of nearly flat marshlands that are inundated with water or 

extremely wet throughout the year.

Kneeland Rocky Complex: This soil type includes rock outcrops or “sea stacks” that occupy 15 to 20 

percent of the surface area. Sea Stacks are weather resistant, fine-grained remnant sandstone that 

rise above the surface of the area. The remaining surface area consists of Kneeland Loam, soil that is 

well drained with a clay subsoil found in uplands. At a depth of 25 to 45 inches is medium-grained 

hard sandstone. Vegetation is primarily annual and perennial grasses, bracken fern, forbs, and small 

brush, and some areas may have oak and California laurel. 

23 Huffman and Armstrong. Geology for Planning in Sonoma County. California Department of Conservation, Division of Mines and 
Geology; Special Report 120.  1980.
24 Soil Conservation Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture. Soil Survey of Sonoma County, California. Issued 1972, reviewed and 
approved for reprinting August 1990.
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Dune Land: This soil type consists of loose, shifting sand, often scattered along the coast. The 

largest area of Dune Land extends from the north side of Bodega Head to Salmon Creek. Ocean 

winds have shifted the dunes and a large amount of dune grass has been planted to control the mass 

movement of sand. Dune Land is used mainly for recreational purposes.

Soil samples in the area of proposed bridge installation indicate the site is underlain by discontinuous layers of 

sands and gravels with varying amounts of clayey and silty fines.  The sandy soils are loose and of low 

strength to between 30-45 feet deep.  Below that depth, there are moderate to high strength sands and 

gravels.  Liquefaction, loss of shear strength, densification, and a reduction in void ratio, are phenomena 

associated with loose granular soils subjected to strong earthquake shaking.  Surface cracking and 

subsidence can result from soil liquefaction or densification during strong earthquake shaking.  Other 

phenomena associated with strong ground shaking at sites near creek banks are lateral spreading and soil 

lurching. 25

Soils dredged from Bodega Harbor on multiple occasions dating back to 1943 were deposited in the project 

site area of Bird Walk Coastal Access Park and Cheney Creek on the flat plain.  The soils deposited in the 

project location came from the inner Harbor areas, and consisted of very soft clays and very loose sands.26

POTENTIAL GEOLOGIC HAZARDS: The San Andreas Fault Zone passes through the Pacific Ocean just off 

shore, paralleling the coast in the vicinity of the project site, and comes inland at Bodega Harbor and Fort 

Ross.  All of the known and potentially active breaks have been delineated within an Alquist-Priolo Special 

Studies Zone, including the San Andreas Fault, which is considered active.27  The project area is within an 

area of “greatest relative slope stability due to low slop inclination” and geologic mapping shows evidence of 

landslide nearby the project area but not directly within the project area.28

LOCAL REGULATION ASSOCIATED WITH GEOLOGIC RESOURCES

Sonoma County General Plan: According to the Sonoma County General Plan Public Safety Element, the 

project area is located within an area subject to seismic and non-seismic hazards.  Potential seismic 

designations include moderate-to-high potential for liquefaction and the project area is mapped as being within 

an Alquist-Priolo Special Study Zone.  Non-seismic hazards include a moderate-to-high potential for 

landslides.29  The Sonoma County General Plan includes the following policies regarding seismic and non-

seismic hazards that are applicable to the proposed project: 

Goal PS-1: Prevent unnecessary exposure of people and property to risks of damage or injury 

25 Giblin Associates, Consulting Geotechnical Engineers. Soil Investigation, Proposed Cheney Creek Gulch Pedestrian Bridge, Doran 
Beach Regional Park. December 24, 1996.
26 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Design Memorandum No.1-General Design and Environmental Impact Statement, Bodega Bay 
California. June 1981.
27 Huffman and Armstrong. Geology for Planning in Sonoma County. California Department of Conservation, Division of Mines and 
Geology: Special Report 120. 1980.
28 Huffman and Armstrong. Geology for Planning in Sonoma County. California Department of Conservation, Division of Mines and 
Geology: Special Report 120. 1980.
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from earthquakes, landslides, and other geologic hazards. 

OBJ PS-1.2 Regulate new development to reduce the risk of damage and injury from known 

geologic hazards to acceptable levels. 

PS-1f:  Require and review geologic reports prior to decision on any project, which would 

subject property or persons to significant risks from the geologic hazards shown on 

Figures PS-1a through PS-I and related file maps and source documents.  Geologic 

reports shall describe the hazards and include mitigation measures to reduce risks to 

acceptable levels.  Where appropriate, require an engineer’s or geologist’s 

certification that risks have been mitigated to an acceptable level and, if indicated, 

obtain indemnification or insurance form the engineer, geologist, or developer to 

minimize County exposure to liability. 

PS-1g:  Prohibit structures intended for human occupancy (or defined as a “project” in the 

Alquist-Priolo Special Studies Zones Act and related Administrative Code provisions) 

within 50 feet of the surface trace of any fault. 

PS-1k:  Roads, public facilities, and other County projects should incorporate measures to 

mitigate identified geologic hazards to acceptable levels. 

Local Coastal Plan:  The Environmental Resources – Geologic Hazards section of the Sonoma County Local 

Coastal Program recognizes various environmental hazards found throughout the planning area that are 

constraints to human activities and must be respected.  Coastal Act policies direct new development to 

minimize the risks that may result from environmental hazards, and to avoid substantial alteration of natural 

land forms.

Policy 30253: New development shall minimize risks to life and property in areas of high geologic, 

flood, and fire hazard. New development shall assure stability and structural integrity, 

and neither create nor contribute significantly to erosion, geologic instability, or 

destruction of the site or surrounding area or in any way require the construction of 

protective devices that would substantially alter natural landforms along bluff and 

cliffs.

GEOTECHINCIAL STUDY: Giblin Associates, Consulting Geotechnical Engineers, prepared a Soil 

Investigation for the Cheney Creek Bridge project in 1996.30  The Investigation concluded that from a bridge 

engineering standpoint, the site is suitable for the bridge installation and trail project.  Giblin concluded that a 

deep foundation system would mitigate any potential instability factors inherent in the site’s existing geologic 

structure. The most suitable bridge foundation support method would be to use driven piles.

29 Sonoma County General Plan.  Figure PS-1a.  1989
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Would the project: 

a) Expose people or structures to potential substantial 
adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or 
death involving: 

     

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as 
delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo 
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State 
Geologist for the area or based on other 
substantial evidence of a known fault?  Refer to 
Division of Mines and Geology Special 
Publication 42. 

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking? 

iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including 
liquefaction?

iv) Landslides? 

The proposed project is not expected to increase exposure of people or structures to potential 

substantial adverse effects associated with the risk of loss, injury, or death involving earthquake, strong 

seismic ground shaking, seismic-related ground failure such as liquefaction, or landslides.  The 

proposed project includes a multi-use trail bridge and trail improvements.  The bridge is a structure but 

is not a habitable structure.  Proposed project improvements could be damaged in a seismic event, but 

this is not expected to result in a substantial adverse effect on people.  (Source 1) 

The project area is mapped as being within the Alquist-Priolo Geologic Hazards Special Study Zone 

however; this is not expected to result in potential substantial adverse effects to structures or people.  

The project area has a moderate to high potential for liquefaction and a moderate to high potential for 

landslides.  (Source 2)  The proposed project improvements are not expected to render liquefaction or 

landslides more likely, therefore; exposure of people or structures to potential substantial adverse 

effects from these natural events is not likely.  (Source 1)  The bridge pilings will be driven to an 

approximate 55-foot depth.  This method was recommended by Giblin Associates to mitigate potential 

instability factors inherent in the site’s existing geologic structure.  (Source 23) 

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of 
topsoil?

The proposed project is not expected to result in substantial soil erosion or loss of topsoil.  The trail 

construction on the Bird Walk Coastal Access levee embankment will require removal of some existing 

vegetation that acts as a natural soil erosion control during seasonal precipitation events however, this 

30 Giblin Associates, Consulting Geotechnical Engineers. Soil Investigation, Proposed Cheney Creek Gulch Pedestrian Bridge, Doran 
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is not expected to result in significant soil erosion.  (Source 1, 14)  This less than significant impact can 

be further minimized with implementation of the following mitigation measures: 

Mitigation Measures
18. The Contractor will implement Best Management Practices to protect geology and soils, including 

the following: 

a. Avoid construction activities during rainy days as directed by Regional Parks 

b. Preserve existing vegetation except what is designated by Regional Parks for removal 

c. Leave root structure of vegetation in place whenever feasible 

d. Minimize the extent of disturbance from construction activities 

e. Stabilize exposed slopes, banks and stockpiles of soil materials during construction using 

erosion control blankets, or other method approved by Regional Parks 

f. Stabilize exposed soil by installing erosion control materials such as blankets, mulch, and/or 

seed that are free of exotic species or other method approved by Regional Parks.

19. Regional Parks will schedule ground disturbing construction activities to the dry season, April 30 – 

October 15.  Regional Parks must approve ground disturbing construction activities that must 

occur during the rainy season (October 16 – May 01) based on the Storm Water Pollution 

Prevention Plan (SWPPP – see Mitigation Measure 24).

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, 
or that would become unstable as a result of the 
project, and potentially result in on- or off-site 
landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction 
or collapse? 

The project area is within an area susceptible to landslide.  The geotechnical study associated with the 

proposed project concluded the site is suitable for the bridge installation and trail project and 

recommended that a deep foundation system, such as driven piles, would mitigate any potential 

instability factors inherent in the site’s existing geologic structure.  Regional Parks has implemented this 

recommendation and the bridge foundation will be driven approximately 55 feet.  It is not expected that 

the project will render the project area more unstable, resulting in landslide, lateral spreading, 

subsidence, liquefaction or collapse. (Source 23) 

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-I-B 
of the Uniform Building Code (1994), creating 
substantial risks to life or property? 

Beach Regional Park. December 24, 1996.

Exhibit 7:  Mitigated Negative Declaration and Mitigation and Monitoring Plan



 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigated

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
 Impact 

Page 2-34  Cheney Creek Bridge and Trail Project – Initial Study Checklist 

The project area is not located within soil classifications classified as expansive.  (Source 14)

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use 
of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal 
systems where sewers are not available for the 
disposal of wastewater? 

The proposed project does not involve construction or use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal 

systems. (Source 1)
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7. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
SETTING: The project area is located in a seismically active region of the San Andreas Fault. Geologic and 

historic records indicate that earthquakes have and will continue to occur along this portion of the fault. 

Earthquakes can be accompanied by surface fault rupture, ground shaking, and ground failure.

Much of the surface geology of Bodega Bay area is unstable and subject to major seismic activity. 

Liquefaction, which changes water-saturated soils to a semi-liquid form, can result from ground shaking, and 

cause damage to buildings and structures by weakening the supports.  Areas susceptible to liquefaction 

hazard include tidal marshes that have high water tables and sandy soils. 

The project area is not included in Areas Subject to Flooding by 100-year Storm Event, or in Areas With Very 

High or High Potential for Large Wild land Fires.  The project area is located in a Designated Safety Hazard 

Area that includes the Alquist-Priolo Special Studies Zone, and Areas With High or Moderate Potential for 

Liquefaction.31 The project area is also located near a Tsunami (seismic seawave) Area, subject to possible 

inundation by Tsunami waves with run-up of 20 feet along the Pacific coast. The area is classified as “Younger 

bay mud” that consists of marine deposits, mud, gritty mud, silt and sand, and is among the most unstable 

deposits in Sonoma County.  Liquefaction should be expected where clay-free granular materials are present. 

Site geologic studies of the area are recommended.32  The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(NOAA) of the U.S. Department of Commerce maintains the international Tsunami Warning System.  The 

occurance of a major earthquake anywhere in the Pacific Ocean area ilicites an immediate system response. 

When confirmation of a disturbance is made the Alaska Tsunami Warning Center issues a Tsunami Warning 

to coastal locations with estimated tsunami arrival time. California coastal jurisdictions including Sonoma 

County are provided with information from the Alaska Tsunami Warning System via the National Warning 

System (NWAS) that sends out messages. These messages are received in Sonoma County at the Sheriff’s 

Dispatch Center and are then relayed to appropriate agencies. The Sonoma County Department of 

Emergency Services is currently developing a county-wide tsunami response plan.33

Soils consisting of very soft clays and very loose sands have been dredged from the inner areas of Bodega 

Harbor on multiple occasions, and deposited into constructed dredge ponds on what was once a flat plain in 

the location of the proposed project site at Cheney Creek.34  An environmental investigation conducted early in 

1991 determined that the soils deposited in the dredge ponds contained concentrations of heavy metals well 

below the Soluble Threshold Limit Concentration (STLC). The test results obtained however were not sufficient 

to characterize the spoils as designated “non-hazardous solid waste,” and no toxicity or flammability tests were 

31 Sonoma County General Plan. Public Safety Element, Figure PS-1a. March 1989.
32  California Resources Agency, Department of Conservation. Map. 
33 Helgren, Chris. Deputy Emergency Services Coordinator. Sonoma County Department of Emergency Services. Personal 
Communication. January 3, 2007.
34  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Design Memorandum No.1-General Design and Environmental Impact Statement, Bodega Bay 
California. June 1981. 
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conducted on soil samplings.35 Another environmental investigation conducted in 1991 on sediment chemical 

characteristics concluded that all concentrations of trace elements were within the range found in San 

Francisco bay sediments. The Bodega Bay Harbor sediments study results further concluded that 

concentrations of chromium, mercury and nickel were potentially high enough to be toxic to aquatic organisms, 

and that all detected polyaromatic hydrocarbons were below ER-L range values.36

LOCAL REGULATION ASSOCIATED WITH HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

Sonoma County General Plan: The proposed project site area is subject to the safety policy requirements in 

the Public Safety Element of the County General Plan.  Applicable Goals include: 

PS-1: Prevent unnecessary exposure of people and property to risks of damage or injury from 

earthquakes, landslides and other geologic hazards. 

PS-4: Prevent unnecessary exposure of people and property to risks of damage or injury from 

Hazardous Materials. 

Local Coastal Plan:  The Environmental Hazards section of the Sonoma County Local Coastal Plan 

recommends the prohibition of development within 100 feet of a bluff or within an area that is designated 

unstable to moderately stable on Hazards maps unless a registered engineering geologist reviews and 

approves all grading, site preparation, drainage, leachfield and foundation plans of any proposed building and 

determines that there will be no significant impacts resulting from development. The engineering geologist 

report shall contain at least the information specified in the Coastal Administrative Manual. Design and 

construct all structures for human occupancy in accordance with Zone 4 standards of the Uniform Building 

Code  Require engineering geologic reports in accordance with the Permit and Resource Management 

Department geologic review procedure. Encourage resource use where suitable on lands which are hazardous 

to development and other uses.  Prohibit construction of structures within 100 feet of the top of any 

embankment, natural or man-made, which defines a channel, except where flood hazard has been found to be 

remote in review by the Sonoma County Water Agency. Where this policy conflicts with General Plan Public 

Safety Policy PS-2n, the more restrictive policy shall apply. 

Would the project: 

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through the routine transport, use, or 
disposal of hazardous materials? 

The proposed project is not expected to create a significant hazard to the public or the environment 

through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials because the proposed project 

would not require the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials. (Source 2)

35  Base Geotechnical, Inc. Environmental Investigation, Bodega Bay Dredge spoils, Sonoma County California. March 29, 1991. 
36  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Chemical Characterization of Sediment From Bodega Harbor. April 1991.
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b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset 
and accident conditions involving the release of 
hazardous materials into the environment? 

The proposed project is not expected to result in significant hazards to the public or the environment 

caused by the release of hazardous materials into the environment however, accidental release of 

hazardous materials could occur during construction and maintenance activities.  Construction and 

maintenance activities would include use of vehicles, construction equipment, and construction 

materials that use hazardous materials such as motor oil and gasoline, which have the potential for 

accidental release of hazardous materials into the environment.  Routine use of the facility would be 

limited to pedestrian, bicycle and equestrian use.  Maintenance of the proposed project may require the 

occasional use of vehicles and equipment that use hazarded materials such as motor oil and gasoline, 

which have the potential for accidental release of hazardous materials into the environment. (Source 2) 

The potentially significant impacts can be reduced to a less than significant level with implementation of 

the following mitigation measures: 

Mitigation Measures
20. The Contractor will be required to prepare, submit, and implement a spill prevention plan for the 

project, which shall include, but not be limited to, the following elements: 

a. Follow the provisions of Sections 5163 – 5167 of the General Industry Safety Orders (CCR 

Title 8) to protect the project site from being contaminated by the accidental release of any 

hazardous materials and/or waste.

b. Store all flammable liquids in compliance with the Sonoma County Fire Code and section 7-

1.01G of the Caltrans Standard Specification (or the functional equivalent) for the protection 

of surface waters.

c. If hazardous materials are encountered during construction, the contractor will immediately 

halt construction activities and will implement actions required by the current California 

regulatory requirements.

d. In the event of a spill of hazardous materials the Contractor will immediately call the 

emergency number 9-1-1 to report the spill, and will take appropriate actions to contain the 

spill to prevent further migration of the hazardous materials to storm water drains or surface 

waters.
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e. Prevent the following activities within areas protected by construction barrier fencing: 

Fueling of any vehicles or portable generators 

Vehicle/equipment washing and maintenance areas 

Above-ground tanks for liquid storage 

Industrial waste management areas (landfills, waste piles, treatment plants, disposal 

areas)

f. The Contractor will use drip pans or absorbent pads during vehicle and equipment 

maintenance, cleaning, fueling, and storage.

g. Spill kits and cleanup materials shall be available at all locations of pile-driving activities.

h. Equipment that is to be used shall be kept leak free and inspect for leaks and spills on a daily 

basis.

i. Equipment will be parked over drip pans or absorbent pads.  

j. When not in use, the contractor will store pile-driving equipment away from concentrated 

flows of storm water, drainage courses, and inlets.

k. Protect hammers and other hydraulic attachments by placing them on plywood and covering 

them with plastic or a comparable material prior to the onset of rain. 

21. The Contractor will dispose of petroleum-based products in accordance with applicable laws and 

regulations.

22. Regional Parks Department operations and maintenance crews will dispose of petroleum-based 

products in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.

23. The Contractor will conduct inspections and maintenance, according to current regulations, of 

portable toilet facilities used during construction.  The contractor will conduct routine waste 

removal to ensure that effluent spills are avoided or minimized. 

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or 
acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste 
within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed 
school?

The proposed project is not expected to emit hazardous emissions, hazardous materials, substances, or 

waste within one-quarter mile of and existing or proposed school.  The nearest known school is 

approximately 1.5 miles of the project area. Bodega Bay Elementary School is the nearest school, and 

is located at 1200 Canon Street, north of the project site in the town of Bodega Bay. Salmon Creek 

Middle School is located approximately 10 miles northeast from the project area near Occidental. 

(Source 1)
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d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of 
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to 
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, 
would it create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment? 

The proposed project is not expected to create a significant hazard to the public or the environment.  

The project area is not located on a site that is included on the list of hazardous materials sites compiled 

pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5, otherwise know as the Cortese List. (Source 28)

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, 
where such a plan has not been adopted, within two 
miles of a public airport or public use airport, would 
the project result in a safety hazard for people residing 
or working in the project area? 

The project area is not located within an airport land use plan or within two miles of a public airport. 
(Source 1)

f) For a project located within the vicinity of a private 
airstrip, would the project result in a safety hazard for 
people residing or working in the project area? 

The project area is not located within the vicinity of any known private airstrip. (Source 1) 

g) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with 
an adopted emergency response plan or emergency 
evacuation plan? 

The proposed project is not expected to impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted 

emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan.  The Sonoma County Department of 

Emergency Services (SCDES) is the lead agency under the State of California’s Standardized 

Emergency Management System and is responsible for coordination of response and recovery activities 

following an emergency or disaster such as earthquakes, floods, landslides, and dam failures. The 

proposed project is not expected to impair implementation of or physically interfere with SCDES 

operations. (Source 1)

h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of 
loss, injury or death involving wildland fires, including 
where wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or 
where residences are intermixed with wildlands? 

The proposed project is not expected to expose people or structures to risk of loss, injury, or death 

involving wildland fires.  The project area is not within an area with high to very high potential for large 

wild land fires.  The highest fire hazard areas are those in mountainous areas with dry summers, high 

fuel load, and steep slopes. (Source 2) The proposed project does not include habitable structures.  The 
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bridge is a prefabricated steel structure with no potential as a fire hazard. Human activity, such as 

smoking, playing with fire, and campfires account for a relatively small percentage of all fires within 

Regional Park facilities, according to a study conducted regarding the causes of Sonoma County fires in 

1996. (Source 2)
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8. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 
SETTING: The hydrological characteristics of a coastal wetland are determined by site topography, non-tidal 

water sources and tidal characteristics.  Flooding, erosion and sedimentation are factors that can have major 

impact on water circulation37

The proposed project site is in close proximity to the south end of Bodega Harbor where the Cheney Creek 

empties near the tidal flats. Cheney Creek and the adjacent levee run west through Cheney Gulch from 

Highway 1, along Doran Marsh, and a historic tidal salt marsh to the southeast. The marsh system is bordered 

by coastal bluffs to the north and east, and by Doran Spit on the south.  At the base of the cliffs along the 

eastern margin of the salt marsh is a freshwater marsh. The project site is located northwest of a groundwater 

recharge area.

Sonoma County Regional Parks implemented an enhancement plan in 1993-94 to restore tidal exchange in 

the salt marsh pond, by a hydrological reconnection with the harbor, and by improving water quality in the 

pond and channels by increasing circulation. Agricultural practices in the watershed during the 1920’s and 

1930’s, and road and levee construction in the 1950’s and 1960’s, had created high siltation rates in the 

southern end of the Harbor, isolating the former tidal marsh.  Wetland character had been maintained by the 

seasonal flooding contribution of the small watershed that a housing development and golf course created 

southeast of the marsh.38

In 1966 the creek was relocated adjacent to a dike that had been constructed in 1961 when a water pipeline 

was installed across Cheney Creek delta to Doran Beach Regional Park.  Sediment was deposited into the 

marsh and old channels on the southeast side of the alluvial fan.  Tidal exchange in Bodega Harbor is good, 

but the frequency and duration of tide heights is uncertain for the southern harbor area.  Tidal exchange 

between Bodega Harbor and Doran Park Marsh occurs through culverts in the outer dike/levee.  The tidal salt 

marsh around the dredge disposal site north of Cheney Creek is separated from the southern marsh areas by 

the levee that runs southeast of the project site, to Doran Park Road.

The south marsh receives tidal exchange from the set of culverts connecting it to Cheney Creek. This area 

includes salt marsh vegetation, a shallow pond with permanent water, and a brackish/freshwater marsh.  The 

marsh to the south of Doran Park Road is separated from the marsh to the north, and is not connected to the 

tidal regime, but is seasonal.  There is an inflow of fresh water along the northeast side of the marsh, at the 

base of the bluff, where fresh and brackish water vegetation provide habitat for rails and marsh wrens. Some 

of the freshwater contribution is from golf course irrigation runoff from the treated wastewater stored by the 

37  Sonoma County Regional Parks and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Bodega Bay Dredging Project 2001. May 12, 1998.    
38  Wetlands Research Associates, Inc. and Sonoma County Regional Parks. Doran Park Marsh Enhancement, Phase III Post-
Project Monitoring. June 1999. 
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Bodega Bay Public Utility District in the bluff reservoir.39

LOCAL REGULATION ASSOCIATED WITH HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 

Sonoma County General Plan: Cheney Creek is not considered a “Flatland Riparian Corridor” according to 

Sonoma County General Plan criteria, and the project site is not located within an area designated as subject 

to 100-year flooding. 

Local Coastal Plan: The Local Coastal Plan includes recommendations associated with protection of 

hydrology and water quality throughout the plan.

North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board: The Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) 

is responsible for protecting surface, ground and coastal waters within its boundaries pursuant to the Porter-

Cologne Water Quality Control Act of the California Water Code.  The project area is within RWQCB 

jurisdiction.  Regional Parks will obtain applicable RWQCB permits if needed. 

Would the project:

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge 
requirements?

The proposed project is not expected to violate any water quality standards or waste discharge 

requirements however; project construction could result in temporary impacts to water quality. (Source 

1)  Best Management Practices have been incorporated into the project design and mitigation measures 

to protect water quality. The Regional Parks Department will submit a Notice of Intent to the State Water 

Resources Control Board for ground-disturbing activities of one acre or more in compliance with the 

General Construction Permit.  This less than significant impact can be further reduced with 

implementation of the following standard construction mitigation measures.  Additional mitigation 

measures within the project’s Mitigation Monitoring Plan associated with the stormwater pollution 

prevention and water quality in general are Mitigation Measures 1, 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 12, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 

23, 24, and 25. 

Mitigation Measures
24. Regional Parks will provide an approved Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for 

implementation by the Contractor prior to project construction.

25. Regional Parks will provide a sediment control plan as part of the Storm Water Pollution 

Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for implementation by the Contractor.  The focus will be to prevent 

sediment from entering the delineated wetland, Cheney Creek, Doran Marsh ponds and tidal 

channels and any other surface drainage within the project area.  The sediment control plan will 

39 Wetlands Research Associates, Inc. Spud Point Marina Mitigation Study: Doran Park Marsh Assessment and Enhancement  
Recommendations. April, 1986.
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include temporary, construction-related sediment control that may include but not be limited to silt 

fencing, sediment traps, fiber roles, and/or barriers.  The source of each specific sediment control 

measure proposed by the contractor must be documented in the sediment control plan. 

b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere 
substantially with groundwater recharge such that 
there would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a 
lowering of the local groundwater table level (e.g., the 
production rate of pre-existing nearby wells would 
drop to a level which would not support existing land 
uses or planned uses for which permits have been 
granted)?

The proposed project will not deplete groundwater supplies or interfere with groundwater recharge.  The 

project area is not within a groundwater recharge area or major groundwater basin, therefore the 

proposed project is not expected to deplete groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with 

groundwater recharge. (Source 2) 

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the 
site or area, including through the alteration of the 
course of a stream or river, in a manner, which would 
result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site?

The proposed project is not expected to alter the course of existing site drainage patterns and will not 

alter the course of surface waters, including Cheney Creek.  The proposed project bridge will span the 

creek from bridge landings constructed at an elevation of approximately 17.5 feet on the north bank and 

12.5 feet on the south bank. The landings will be located approximately 40 feet from edge of creek 

channel.  A permanent retaining wall for the new Bird Walk Trail section between the existing levee trail 

and the bridge has been designed to prevent soil erosion and instability of the slope during grading and 

construction.  The new trail will be out-sloped so run-off will flow over the stable, vegetated 

embankment, and the trail will have a porous crushed rock surface to allow water infiltration.  Mitigation 

measures included under Checklist Item 8a will ensure a less than significant impact to hydrology and 

water quality. (Source 1)

d) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the 
site or area, including through the alteration of the 
course of a stream or river, or substantially increase 
the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner, 
which would result in flooding on-or off-site? 

The proposed project would not alter drainage patterns or substantially increase the rate or amount of 

run-of in the project area. The proposed park improvements are not expected to contribute to existing 

flooding patterns or occurrences. The proposed project is not expected to result in a substantial 

increase in surface runoff, or flooding on or off-site. (Source 1)  The proposed project construction would 
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include Best Management Practices to reduce the potential for less than significant impacts mitigated 

under Checklist items 4c, 6b, and 7b.

e) Create or contribute runoff water, which would exceed 
the capacity of existing or planned storm water 
drainage systems or provide substantial additional 
sources of polluted runoff? 

The proposed project is not expected to provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff 

because the trail surfaces will be porous with a natural soils base and crushed rock top.  There is no 

existing storm water drainage system in the project site. (Source 1)  Petroleum based products maybe 

transported to surface water drainages during rain events but is not expected to result in a substantial 

additional source of polluted runoff because the project site will be subject to short-term temporary 

motorized vehicle traffic from construction equipment.  Some occasional additional vehicle use in the 

vicinity of the project site will occur from Regional Parks maintenance activities. (Source 1) Proposed 

project construction contractor will employ Best Management Practices that comply with national and 

state storm water regulations.  This less than significant impact can be further reduced with 

implementation of mitigation measures under Checklist Items 4c, 6b, and 7b.

f) Otherwise substantially degrade water quality? 

The proposed project is not expected to substantially degrade water quality however; project 

construction could result in temporary impacts to water quality.  Several mitigation measures have been 

included in this document to ensure less than significant impacts to water quality.  The following 

mitigation measure will also serve that purpose. 

26. The Contractor will be required to install a protective impermeable barrier, such as a tarp, 

between the bridge work area and any surface water. 

g) Place housing within a 100-year hazard area as 
mapped on a federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood 
Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard delineation 
map?

The proposed project area is on Regional Parks property that is zoned as Public-Quasi Public/Park, 

does not have housing located in the immediate vicinity, and is not within an area designated as subject 

to 100-year flooding. (Source 29)

h) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures 
that would impede or redirect flood flows? 

The proposed project site is not located within a 100-year flood hazard area. (Source 2)  The proposed 

project includes installation of a prefabricated metal bridge over a creek positioned at an elevation of 12-
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18 feet above stream bank.  It is expected that the bridge would have a less than significant impact and 

not impede or redirect creek flood flows.  The bridge will be installed at an elevation that will avoid 

interference with creek flows or creek flooding.

i) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of 
loss, injury or death involving flooding, including 
flooding as a result of the failure of a levee or dam? 

The proposed project is not expected to expose people or structures to significant risk of loss, injury, or 

death involving flooding.  The existing levee that forms the Bird Walk Trail has not experienced failure 

during its histor, and is not expected to experience failure in the future.  The Bird Walk Trail extension 

and installation of the bridge is not expected to compromise the integrity of the levee. (Source 1)

j) Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow? 

The project area is within an area subject to tsunami (Source 2).  The project will not render tsunami 

more likely to occur and will not cause significant environmental impacts to the environment should a 

tsunami occur.
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9. LAND USE AND PLANNING 
SETTING:   The project area is within property of Sonoma County Regional Parks, located in the community of 

Bodega Bay, in unincorporated Sonoma County, and is in Sonoma County General Plan’s Sonoma 

Coast/Gualala Basin Planning Area. The property is zoned Public/Quasi-Public. The Sonoma Coast is a 

scenic area of regional, state and national significance, and the General Plan policies emphasize compatibility 

with, and protection of the natural, scenic character.

Historical land use in the project vicinity, from 1812 to the late 1950’s, recorded that the area was used as a 

port for shipping goods, and for livestock grazing and some moderate to intensive crop farming.  An airport 

was constructed in the site vicinity between 1958-1963, but no longer occupies the location.  Harbor dredge 

spoils have been deposited in the vicinity of the proposed project area since the 1940’s.40

Land use adjacent to the project site includes two residential subdivisions and a golf course, public roads, a 

sewage treatment plant, and Regional Parks property.

LOCAL REGULATION ASSOCIATED WITH LAND USE AND PLANNING 

Sonoma County General Plan and Zoning:  The project site area is zoned Public-Quasi Public/Park and 

Recreation/Visitor-Serving Commercial on the County Land Use Plan map, and is adjacent to Doran Park 

Marsh, a tidal salt marsh, that the Sonoma County Local Coastal Plan designated Sanctuary-Preservation 

Area. Land use designations in the project site vicinity include “Natural Resource” on the north, “Tourist 

Commercial” and “Rural Residential”, north along Bodega Harbor, “Designated Planned Community” east and 

southeast of the project site, and “Primary Agriculture” area east of the Planned Community area. 

Regional Parks submitted a Request for General Plan Consistency Determination to the Sonoma County 

Permit and Resource Management Department and is awaiting the determination.

Local Coastal Plan:  The project area is in a designated Sanctuary-Preservation Area within the Sonoma 

County Local Coastal Plan, which allows development nature trails and resource dependent uses.41  The 

Local Coastal Plan includes several land use recommendations specific to Bodega Bay.  The propose project 

is in compliance with the applicable recommendations. 

Would the project: 

a) Physically divide an established community? 

The proposed project will not divide an established community, but will serve to link the community 

through an alternative route between two existing regional park facilities.  (Source 1)

40 Wetlands Research Associates, Inc. Spud Point Marina Mitigation Study: Doran Park Marsh Assessment and Enhancement 
Recommendations. April 1986. 
41 Local Coastal Plan, page 26. 
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b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or 
regulation of an agency with jurisdiction over the 
project (including, but not limited to the general plan, 
specific plan, local coastal program, or zoning 
ordinance) adopted for the purpose of avoiding or 
mitigating an environmental effect? 

The proposed project is not expected to conflict with applicable land use plans, policies, or regulations.  

There are several policies in the Sonoma County General Plan and Local Coastal Plan that pertain to 

development in areas such as the proposed project site area however; the proposed project has been 

designed to be consistent with these policies.  (Source 1, 2, 5)

c) Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan 
or natural community conservation plan? 

There are no known Habitat Conservation Plans, Natural Community Conservation Plans, or other 

approved local, regional, or state Habitat Conservation Plans that would pertain to the proposed project 

area. (Source 1)
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10. MINERAL RESOURCES 
SETTING: The project area is not within a known mineral resource deposit. 

Would the project:

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral 
resource that would be of value to the region and the 
residents of the state? 

 The proposed project site is not located within a mineral resource area. (Source 2, 14, 23, 24)

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important 
mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local 
general plan, specific plan or other land use plan? 

 The proposed project site is not located within a mineral resource area. (Source 2, 14, 23, 24)
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11. NOISE
SETTING:   Coast Highway 1 is a two-lane road running north and south that passes east of the project site 

location.  There are no other major roads in the vicinity of the site with the exception of a Doran Beach Road, a 

narrow two-lane road to Doran Beach Regional Park from Highway 1. 

LOCATL REGULATION ASSOCIATED WITH NOISE 

Sonoma County General Plan: Noise standards are established in the Sonoma County General Plan.42

Noise, which can be defined as “objectionable sound,” is usually measured in A-scale decibels (dBA).  Noise 

of cumulative duration cannot exceed 50 dBA and momentary noise of one minute or less cannot exceed 70 

dBA during the daytime hours of 7:00 am – 10:00 pm.  Between 10:00 pm and 7:00 am, the standards are 45 

dBA for cumulative duration noise and 65 dBA for momentary noise.  Noise of cumulative duration, in the 

context of the proposed project, could be defined as the on-going noise expected from use of the facility.  

Momentary noise of one minute or less, in the context of the proposed project, could be defined as the 

occasional noise from certain maintenance activities or construction activities.  In general, noise levels 

decrease approximately 6 dBA with each doubling of distance from the source, due to the geometrical 

spreading of sound waves.  For example, a noise that generates 70 dBA at 100 feet from the source of noise 

would be expected to produce 64 dBA at a 200-foot distance from the noise source, and 58 dBA at 400-foot 

distance from the noise source, and so on.

The Sonoma County General Plan states: 

GOAL NE-1: Protect people from the harmful effects of exposure to excessive noise and to 

achieve an environment in which people and land uses may function without 

impairment to noise. 

OBJ NE-1.3: Protect the present noise environment and prevent the intrusion of new noise 

sources, which would substantially alter the noise environment. 

OBJ NE- 1.4: Mitigate noise from recreational and tourist serving uses. 

POLICY NE-1b: Avoid noise sensitive land use development in noise impacted areas unless effective 

measures are included to reduce noise levels. For noise due to traffic on public 

roadways, railroads and airports, reduce exterior noise to 60 dB Ldn or less in 

outdoor activity areas and interior noise levels to 45 dB Ldn or less with windows and 

doors closed. Where it is not possible to meet this 60 dB Ldn standard using a 

practical application of the best available noise reduction technology, a maximum 

level of up to 65 dB Ldn may be allowed but interior noise level shall be maintained 

so as not to exceed 45 dB Ldn.

42  Sonoma County General Plan. Table NE-2. March 1989. 
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Would the project: 

a) Exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in 
excess of standards established in the local general 
plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards of 
other agencies? 

The proposed project is not expected to result in permanent, long-term exposure of people to noise 

levels in excess of established standards.  Noise levels may increase temporarily from short-term 

project construction activities and occasionally from maintenance activities.  (Source 1) These less than 

significant impacts would be further reduced with implementation of the mitigation measures listed in 

items 11d. 

b) Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive 
ground borne vibration or ground borne noise levels?

The proposed project is not expected to result in permanent long-term exposure of people to excessive 

ground borne vibration or noise levels.  Construction activities associated with driving the bridge 

footings will in short-term noise ground borne vibration that could also result in a short-term increase in 

noise.  These less than significant impacts would be further reduced with implementation of the 

mitigation measures listed in items 11d.  (Source 1)

c) A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise 
levels in the project vicinity above levels existing 
without the project? 

The proposed project is not expected to result in a substantial permanent increase in ambient noise 

levels in the project vicinity above existing noise levels. Visitor use of the park facility may contribute to 

a negligible increase in ambient noise associated with vehicle parking use at Bird Walk Coastal Access, 

or at Doran Beach Regional Park and by potential increased use of trails.  The visitor use will be 

primarily passive activities that include nature hiking, biking and equestrian, all low level noise impacts. 

The park facility will be closed to the public between sunset and sunrise.  (Source 1) 

d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase in 
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity above levels 
existing without the project? 

The proposed project construction is expected to result in a temporary increase in ambient noise levels 

associated with the operation of construction vehicles and equipment. This temporary increase in 

ambient noise would be short-term and would cease upon completion of project construction.  Periodic 

maintenance activities may result in an occasional temporary increase in ambient noise levels due to 

the operation of vehicles and equipment.  These occurrences would be occasional and the temporary 

increase in ambient noise associated with maintenance activities would cease upon completion of the 
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activity itself.  (Source 1) These less than significant impacts would be further reduced with 

implementation of the following mitigation measures: 

Mitigation Measures:
27. The Contractor will operate all internal combustion engines with mufflers that meet the 

requirements of the State Resources Code, and, where applicable, the Vehicle Code. 

28. The Contractor will restrict construction activities to the hours of 7:00 am to 7:00 p.m. on 

weekdays, except for actions taken to prevent or resolve an emergency.

29. Regional Parks Department will operate all internal combustion engines with mufflers that meet 

the requirements of the State Resources Code, and, where applicable, the Vehicle Code. 

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, 
where such a plan has not been adopted, within two 
miles of a public airport or public use airport, would 
the project expose people residing or working in the 
project area to excessive noise levels? 

The proposed project area is not located within an airport land use plan or within two miles of a public 
airport. (Source 1, 2) 

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, 
would the project expose people residing or working in 
the project area to excessive noise levels? 

The proposed project area is not located within the vicinity of a known private airstrip. (Source 1, 2)
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12.  POPULATION AND HOUSING 
SETTING: Bodega Bay is primarily a fishing, tourist, and residential community, high priority uses identified in 

the Coastal Act.   Bodega Bay is one of two major population centers with employment opportunity on the 

Sonoma Coast and there is a demand for more affordable housing. The 2000 population census for Bodega 

Bay was 1,423.43

The project site is located on Regional Parks land and is zoned Public-Quasi Public/Parks. Two housing 

subdivisions exist in the vicinity of the project site, one to the southeast of Doran Marsh, and the other to the 

east of Bird Walk Coastal Access Park and Highway 1.  Lower density residential housing is scattered east 

and north along the Harbor front.

LOCAL REGULATION ASSOCIATED WITH POPULATION AND HOUSING 

Local Coastal Plan. The major goal is of the Housing section of the Sonoma County Local Coastal Plan is to 

promote and protect low and moderate cost housing for the population working within the coastal zone to carry 

out Coastal Act policies on housing, access, and coastal zone priority issues.  The 1975 California Coastal 

plan limited residential development in the Bodega Bay area to existing subdivisions.44

Would the project:

a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, either 
directly (for example, by proposing new homes and 
businesses) or indirectly (for example, through 
extension of roads or other infrastructure)? 

The proposed project is not expected to have any effect on population growth.  The proposed project 

does not include new homes, businesses, or roads.  The proposed project includes a new multi-use trail 

section, surface amendment to an existing trail, and a bridge connecting two existing Sonoma County 

Regional Parks facilities.  (Source 1)

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing 
necessitating the construction of replacement housing 
elsewhere? 

The proposed project will not displace any existing housing or necessitate the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere.  (Source 1)

c) Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating 
the construction of replacement housing elsewhere? 

The proposed project will not displace people or necessitate the construction of replacement housing 
elsewhere.  (Source 1)

43  County of Sonoma. Local Coastal Program – Local Coastal Plan. December 12, 2001.
44 Sonoma County Regional Parks. Preliminary Master Plan – Doran Park and Westside Park.
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13. PUBLIC SERVICES 
SETTING: The project area is in the Sonoma County Sheriff Department and Sheriff’s Marine Unit jurisdiction 

for law enforcement.  The area is also within the jurisdiction of the California Highway Patrol. There is a U.S. 

Coast Guard facility at Doran Beach Regional Park, near the Regional Parks Ranger Station, and the Bodega 

Bay Fire Protection District is located at 510 Highway 1, north of Bird Walk Coastal Access Park.  The Bodega 

Bay Volunteer Fire Department is located at 17184 Bodega Highway.  Regional Parks Department Park 

Rangers enforce park rules at Regional Parks Facilities when the facilities are open to the public.  Bird Walk 

Coastal Access and Doran Beach Regional Park are open between sunrise and sunset.  The project site is 

directly northwest of the Bodega Bay Public Utility District treatment facility located at 265 Doran Park Road.  

Bodega Bay Elementary School is located at 1200 Canon Street at the northeast end of Bodega Harbor, 

approximately 1.5 miles from the project area, and Salmon Creek Middle School is located approximately 10 

miles northeast from the project area near the town of Occidental.  There are no Hospitals located in the 

Bodega Bay area, however the Bodega Bay Fire Protection District provides paramedic and ambulance 

service to the community.  There are no public use airport facilities near the project site location, or in the 

Bodega Bay area.

LOCAL REGULATION ASSOCIATED WITH PUBLIC SERVICES 

Local Coastal Plan.  The Sonoma County Local Coastal Plan includes recommendations associated with 

various public services including: water and sewer; law enforcement, fire, medical services, and schools.  The 

proposed project is consistent with all applicable recommendations. 

Would the project: 

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse 
physical impacts associated with the provision of new 
or physically altered governmental facilities, need for 
new or physically altered governmental facilities, the 
construction of which could cause significant 
environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable 
service ratios, response times or other performance 
objectives for any of the following public services: 

     

i) Fire protection? 

The proposed project is not expected to result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with 

the provision of new fire protection facilities.  The potential for wild land fires associated with public use 

of the proposed project is discussed under Checklist item 7h. 

i) Police protection? 

The proposed project is not expected to result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with 

the provision of new police protection facilities.  Sonoma County Regional Park Rangers would patrol 
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the proposed bridge and trail as part of their regular duties. In addition to evaluating the proposed bridge 

and trail for maintenance needs, the proposed trail would be patrolled to protect against crime and 

vandalism and to enhance public safety. The project area is within the jurisdiction of the Sonoma 

County Sheriff’s Department, providing assistance to park ranger staff when such assistance is 

requested.  (Source 1) 

i) Schools? 

The proposed project is not expected to result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with 

the provision of new school facilities.  As discussed in Checklist item 12a, the proposed project would 

not result in population growth and thus would not impact school protection. (Source 1) 

i) Parks? 

The proposed project is not expected to result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with 

the provision of new park facilities.  Increased use of the Parks area trail system may result from project 

implementation, however this is considered a beneficial impact. (Source 1)

i) Other public facilities? 

The proposed project is not expected to result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with 

the provision of other public facilities.  As discussed in Checklist item 12a, the proposed project would 

not result in population growth and thus would not significantly impact other public facilities.  (Source 1)
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14. RECREATION 

SETTING: According to the Sonoma County General Plan, Regional Parks provide opportunities for a broad 

range of recreational activities generally within a 30-60 minute drive from urban areas, at a rate of 20 acres per 

1,000 persons.45 Sonoma County population continues to grow, with increased visitation to the coastal 

communities for recreation and scenic viewing opportunities.  Visitor recreation use of Parks facilities by 

tourists and local residents is highest on weekends, holidays, and during the summer months, creating a need 

for appropriate services.  The California Constitution guarantees the public’s right to access to the tidelands, 

and the Coastal Act provides for maximum opportunities for public use and enjoyment of the coast, maximizing 

recreational opportunities that are consistent with sound resource conservation principles.  The Coastal Act 

policies on recreation favor enhancement of recreational use.46 Recreation activities that have grown in 

popularity include long-distance hiking and natural resource interpretation.

LOCAL REGULATION ASSOCIATED WITH RECREATION 

Sonoma County General Plan. The project site on Sonoma County Regional Parks property is within a 

Designated Outdoor Recreation Area in the County General Plan.  The Cheney Creek Bridge and trail project 

will connect two adjacent Parks facilities using the existing trails at Bird Walk Coastal Access on the east side 

of Bodega Harbor, and Doran Beach Regional Park located on Doran Spit between the harbor and the ocean. 

 The bridge and trail project is a component in a larger proposed continuous pedestrian and bicycle trail 

system planned to improve coastal access in the Bodega Bay and Sonoma Coast areas. The project has been 

designed in consideration of the goals, objectives and policies of the Sonoma County General Plan.  The 

Outdoor Recreation Policy 4.1 states that as of 1986 hiking and riding trails were primarily confined to 

parklands and to Coastal access trails within the Sea Ranch Subdivision. Sonoma County Regional Parks 

developed a trail system plan to link parks and expand opportunities for hiking and riding. The plan is meant 

for securing lands for a countywide trail system.

Goal OS-7: Establish a countywide park and trail system that will meet future recreational needs 

of the County’s residents while protecting agricultural uses. The emphasis of the trail 

system should be near urban areas and on public lands. 

Local Coastal Plan.  The Recreation section of the Sonoma County Local Coastal Plan states that among the 

facilities needed for accessways and shoreline destinations are safe trails, restrooms, parking areas, trash 

receptacles and signs. Facilities that are needed at specific sites will depend upon expected use and the 

availability of nearby facilities. Because the level of use for a facility is expected to increase over time, 

facilitites may be developed in several phases, with new or expanded facilities developed. The Recreation 

section recommends a coastal permit for all new accessways, which must be reviewed in two years, and that 

45   Sonoma County General Plan. March 1989. 
46   County of Sonoma. Local Coastal Program – Local Coastal Plan. December 12, 2001.
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public hearings be conducted if there is evidence of resource degradation or significant public interest. It is 

recommended that improvements be made to the interpretation of historical and natural features along the 

coast. It is encouraged that coastal trail be developed along the beach, coastal terrace, uplands, ridge roads, 

or highway to connect private and public recreation areas and access trails with communities and public 

services.

The Visitor Serving Facilities section inventories existing visitor and local serving facilities, identifies areas 

suitable for development, and recommends types of facilities. Coastal Act policies encourage provision of 

support facilities. 

Policy 30213: Lower cost visitor and recreational facilities shall be protected, encouraged, and 

where feasible, provided. Developments providing public recreational opportunities 

are preferred. 

Policy 30223: Upland areas necessary to support coastal recreational uses shall be reserved for 

such uses, where feasible. 

Bodega Bay Bicycle and Pedestrian Trails Plan
The Cheney Creek Bridge and Trail project would be one component of a larger proposed Bodega Bay Bicycle 

and Pedestrian Trails Plan. The connection of the two existing Regional Parks trails with the Cheney Creek 

bridge would create a segment of the larger trail plan that intends to provide a safer, clearer, more convenient 

route to and through the Bodega Bay area. The Bodega Bay Bicycle and Pedestrian Trails Plan includes 

important parts of the California Coastal Trail, a major project of the California Coastal Conservancy.  The 

California Coastal Trail project is a partnership with local agencies and organizations and other state agencies 

with a goal to complete a continuous trail that extends the entire length of the California coast.47

Resource and Recreation Plan 2020
An Outdoor Recreation Plan for Sonoma County is currently in the development phase. The vision for the 

Regional Parks Resource and Recreation Plan 2020 includes recreation facilities in Sonoma County that are

well-designed, well-maintained, safe, and enhance the lives of all residents and visitors by providing quality 

experiences with excellent facilities and programs.  The Plan will reflect the community's ideas and priorities in 

protecting and gaining public access to many of Sonoma County’s unique areas and resources, by providing 

recreation facilities that contribute to Sonoma County’s role as a major visitor destination. The Plan envisions 

outdoor recreation facilities that respect the rights and desires of private property owners, protect agricultural 

interests, create outdoor recreation facilities that contribute to our local and regional economy, and help guide 

the County’s ongoing development in a manner that brings people together to share and protect the wide-

47   LandPeople, Landscape Architects and Planners. Bodega Bay Bicycle and Pedestrian Trails Study. September 2005.
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range of natural and cultural resources. 48

Would the project: 

a) Increase the use of existing neighborhood and 
regional parks or other recreational facilities such that 
substantial physical deterioration of the facility would 
occur or be accelerated? 

The proposed project is not expected to result in substantial physical deterioration of park facilities.   

The proposed project is a recreational facility that will connect two existing Regional Parks properties.  

This is considered a beneficial impact.  Increased public use of facilities from proposed project is 

expected, however substantial impacts to the environment are not likely.  Construction, use, operation, 

and maintenance activities associated with the proposed project are not expected to result in the 

physical deterioration of other recreational facilities that may exist within the adjacent residential 

neighborhood.  (Source 1)

b) Include recreational facilities or require the 
construction or expansion of recreational facilities that 
might have an adverse physical effect on the 
environment? 

The proposed project is a recreational facility that includes construction and expansion of recreational 

facilities.  The physical effects of the project are not expected to result in significant adverse effects on 

the environment. (Source 1)

48  Sonoma County Regional Parks. Resource and Recreation Plan 2020. 2006. 
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15. TRANSPORTATION AND TRAFFIC 
SETTING: The project site is within the Northbay Regional Highway Network area of the County General 

Plan.49  Access to the project site area from the east, is by the Bird Walk Coastal Access parking lot, west of 

Highway 1.  Access to the project site from the west is by Doran Park Road, at the trailhead for Doran Marsh 

Trail directly east of the unpaved parking area.

Coast Highway 1 through Sonoma County is a highly scenic, low speed highway with winding narrow lanes, 

limiting the traffic carrying capacity. The highway provides access to the Sonoma Coast and Bodega Bay area, 

and to commercial and tourist destinations in the vicinity, including parks, beaches and vista points.  Traffic 

congestion has been identified as a problem along segments of Highway 1 including Bodega Bay.  Recreation 

travel has been identified as the largest element in traffic growth in the area.  Parking management 

recommendations focus on the Sonoma Coast State Beach areas where demand is the greatest. Coastal Act 

policies encourage maintenance and improvement of access to coast resources.  They also require that 

Highway 1 in rural areas remain a scenic two-lane highway.50

The location and amount of new development should maintain and enhance public access to the coast by 

providing non-automobile circulation within the development. Traffic tends to be higher on Friday evenings, 

weekends and summer months. Due to the remoteness of the Sonoma Coast region, an extensive highway 

system does not exist.  The major highways other than Coast Highway 1 include Highway 116, Bodega 

Highway, both designated scenic corridors, and the Bohemian Highway. All of the highways are one or two 

lane roads.  Daily bus service connects the small coastal communities with Sebastopol and Santa Rosa.51

Doran Park Road is the only access road to Doran Beach Regional Park from Highway 1. From the south, the 

road exits off of Highway 1 just north of Harbour Way, then runs northwest between the marsh and the 

subdivision southeast of Bodega Harbor, before entering Doran Beach Regional Park. The road continues out 

to the jetty campground area where it ends at the Harbor entrance.  From the north, Doran Park Road exits off 

of Highway 1 just south of North Harbour Way (entrance to subdivision east of Highway 1) and connects with 

the segment of Doran Park Road that exits off of Highway 1 from the south, where it turns sharply at the 

Bodega Bay Lodge and Spa and heads toward the coast.

LOCAL REGULATION ASSOCIATED WITH TRANSPORTATION AND TRAFFIC 

Local Coastal Plan.  The Sonoma County Local Coastal Plan follows Coastal Act policies that encourage 

maintenance and improvements of access to coast resources. 

Policy 30252: The location and amount of new development should maintain and enhance public 

access to the coast by (2) providing commercial facilities within or adjoining 

49  Sonoma County General Plan. Circulation/Transit Element, Figure CT-1. March 1989. 
50  County of Sonoma. Local Coastal Program – Local Coastal Plan. December 12, 2001.
51 Sonoma County General Plan. Circulation/Transit Element, Figure CT-1. March 1989.
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residential development or in other areas that will minimize the use of coastal access 

roads, (3) providing non-automobile circulation within the development.

The Transportation section recommends the pursuit of bikeway projects as part of Highway 1 and Highway 

116 road improvement projects. 

Would the project: 

a) Cause an increase in traffic that is substantial in 
relation to the existing traffic load and capacity of the 
street system (i.e., result in a substantial increase in 
either the number of vehicle trips, the volume to 
capacity ratio on roads, or congestion at 
intersections)?

Short term, construction-related impacts on local traffic may occur, specifically during construction of 

bridge foundations and delivery of bridge sections. This less-than-significant impact can be further 

reduced with implementation of the following mitigation measures:

Mitigation Measures
30. The Contractor will coordinate with the Highway Patrol and California Department of 

Transportation regarding transportation of the bridge prior to project implementation if needed.

31. Regional Parks Department will notify residents and businesses adjacent to the project area and 

local emergency services at least one week prior to commencement of construction. 

32. The Contractor will place appropriate signage at the project entrance at Bird Walk Coastal Access 

and at Doran Beach Regional Park entrance kiosk, to notify park visitors that traffic may be 

subject to short-term delay or detour.  The Contractor will maintain access to park facilities during 

construction and place appropriate signage directing public to temporarily closed areas at project 

site.

33. The Contractor will comply with the Caltrans “Manual of Traffic Safety Controls for Construction 

and Maintenance Work Zones” regarding traffic safety guidelines during construction including 

adequate signage and precautions for public safety during project construction. 

b) Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a level of 
service standard established by the county congestion 
management agency for designated roads or 
highways? 

The proposed project would not exceed established level of service standards for Coast Highway 1, 

Doran Park Road, or Bird Walk Coastal Access Park entrance road. (Source 1)
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c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including 
either an increase in traffic levels or a change in 
location that results in substantial safety risks? 

The proposed project would not change air traffic patterns.  (Source 1)

d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature 
(e.g., sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or 
incompatible uses (e.g. farm equipment)? 

The proposed project would not substantially increase hazards or incompatible use.  (Source 1)

e) Result in inadequate emergency access? 

The proposed project would not result in inadequate emergency access.  As a component of the 

proposed project, the existing Doran Marsh Trail at Doran Beach Regional Park will be widened and re-

surfaced providing improved emergency accessibility in the project area. (Source 1)

f) Result in inadequate parking capacity? 

The proposed project would not result in inadequate parking capacity.  The project links existing multi-

use coastal trails that will provide alternative public access that could reduce the use of vehicle traffic, 

and the need for additional parking facilities.  Regional Parks personnel patrol the existing parking areas 

along Doran Park Road and the parking lot at Bird Walk Coastal Access Park.  Illegally parked vehicles 

are ticketed and/or towed.  Short-term impact to parking availability may occur during project 

construction when equipment may be utilizing some of the available parking facilities. This less than 

significant impact will be further reduced by implementation of checklist item 15a. (Source 1) 

g) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs 
supporting alternative transportation (e.g., bus 
turnouts, bicycle racks)? 

The proposed project is not expected to conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs that support 

alternative transportation.  The project vicinity is served by Sonoma County Transit, however, the 

proposed project is not expected to conflict with this service. The Sonoma County General Plan, 

Circulation and Transit Element for the Sonoma Coast/Gualala Basin area states that “Traffic patterns 

are affected primarily by recreation travel.” (Source 1) 
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16. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS 
SETTING: The Public Facilities and Services Element policies included in the Sonoma County General Plan 

address the seven types of public services that are most directly related to developing the physical aspect of 

the County. These include utilities, water, wastewater management, solid waste management, fire protection, 

public education and parks and recreation.  The policies further intend to reduce uncertainty about service 

availability and cost, and to integrate public service concerns into land use decision making. The element is 

designed to assure that public services are available when needed. 

The project site is located northwest of the Bodega Bay Public Utilities District facility.  The existing Bird Walk 

Coastal Access facility is served by a portable restroom located in the parking lot, east of the project site 

location.  There are no existing water, sewage or utilities services at the project site location.52 There are 

portable restroom facilities at the parking lot on Doran Park Road, west of the Doran Marsh Trail entrance, and 

other park facilities at Doran Beach Regional Park that have sewage, water and utilities services.

Would the project:

a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the 
applicable Regional Water Quality Control Board? 

The proposed project will not expected to exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the North Coast 

Regional Water Quality Control Board. (Source 1) The proposed project site has a portable restroom 

located in the Bird Walk Coastal Access Park parking lot, adjacent to the levee trail entrance, and 

portable restroom facilities located in the pull-out parking lots off of Doran Park Road, near the marsh 

trail entrance. These facilities will be available to park visitors and to project construction workers.  The 

proposed project will not create any additional utilities and service systems. 

b) Require or result in the construction of new water or 
wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of 
existing facilities, the construction of which could 
cause significant environmental effects? 

The proposed project is not expected to require or result in the construction of new water or wastewater 

facilities, nor expansion of any existing facilities.  (Source 1) 

c) Require or result in the construction of new storm 
water drainage facilities or expansion of existing 
facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental effects? 

The proposed project is not expected to require or result in the construction of storm water drainage 

facilities or expansion of existing facilities.  (Source 1)
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d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the 
project from existing entitlements and resources, or 
are new or expanded entitlements needed? 

The proposed project does not include available potable drinking water sources on-site, therefore no 

new or expanded water supply entitlements would be required.  (Source 1) 

e) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment 
provider that serves or may serve the project that it 
has adequate capacity to serve the project's projected 
demand in addition to the provider's existing 
commitments?

The proposed project site has existing portable restroom facilities located in the parking lot of Bird Walk 

Coastal Access Park, and in parking lot off Doran Park Road, at the western project site boundary. 

These facilities are adequate to serve the project’s expected demand from project workers, current park 

visitors, and any increase in park visitors resulting from proposed project.  (Source 1)

f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted 
capacity to accommodate the project's solid waste 
disposal needs? 

The proposed project’s construction and maintenance activities are expected to generate solid waste.  

Users of the proposed project are expected to generate a minimal amount of solid waste in debris 

receptacles that would be located within the project area.  The landfill has sufficient capacity to 

accommodate solid waste disposal needs that result from project construction and maintenance, and 

facility visitor use. (Source 1)

g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and 
regulations related to solid waste? 

The construction, use, and maintenance of the proposed project is expected to comply with federal, 

state, and local regulations related to solid waste. (Source 1) 

52  Kase, Joe. Sonoma County Regional Parks, Planner II. Personal Communication. November 29, 2006. 
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17. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the 
quality of the environment, substantially reduce the 
habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or 
wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining 
levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal 
community, reduce the number or restrict the range of 
a rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate 
important examples of the major periods of California 
history or prehistory? 

The proposed project is not expected to degrade the quality of the environment or substantially impact 

biotic, archaeological, or historic resources.  Construction activities may result in short-term impacts to 

residents in close proximity to the project area, and to park visitors using park facilities near the project 

site. The proposed mitigation measures listed in the checklist items throughout will reduce potential 

impacts to less than significant levels. 

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually 
limited, but cumulatively considerable?  ("Cumulatively 
considerable" means that the incremental effects of a 
project are considerable when viewed in connection 
with the effects of past projects, the effects of other 
current projects, and the effects of probable future 
projects)?

The proposed project is not expected to have considerable cumulative impacts. The proposed mitigation 

measures listed in the checklist items throughout will reduce potential impacts to less than significant 

levels.

c) Does the project have environmental effects that will 
cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, 
either directly or indirectly? 

The proposed project is not expected to result in environmental impacts that would cause substantial 

adverse direct or indirect effects on human beings.  Construction activities may result in short-term 

impacts to residents in close proximity to the project area, and to park visitors using park facilities near 

the project site.  The proposed mitigation measures will reduce potential impacts to a less than 

significant level.
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DETERMINATION

On the basis of this initial evaluation: 

 I find that the proposed project could not have a significant effect on the environment, and a 

Negative Declaration will be prepared. 

 I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, 

there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been 

made by or agreed to by the project proponent.  A Mitigated Negative Declaration will be 

prepared.

 I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, 

because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier 

Environmental Impact Report (EIR) or Negative Declaration pursuant to applicable 

standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or Negative 

Declaration, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed 

project, nothing further is required. 

 I find that the proposed project may have a significant effect on the environment and an 

Environmental Impact Report is required. 

 I find that the proposed project may have a potentially significant impact or potentially 

significant unless mitigated impact on the environment, but at least one effect (1) has been 

adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and (2) 

has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on 

attached sheets.  An Environmental Impact Report is required, but it must analyze only the 

effects that remain to be addressed. 

Signature:  Date

:

 Jim McCray, Park Manager  February 01, 2007 

 Sonoma County Regional Parks Department   
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PROPOSED MITIGATION MONITORING PROGRAM 
Pursuant to Section 21081.6 of the State CEQA Guidelines1, the mitigation measures listed in 
the Proposed Mitigation Monitoring Program (MMP) are to be implemented as part of the 
proposed project.  The Proposed MMP identifies the time at which each mitigation measure is to 
be implemented and the person or department responsible for implementation.  The initials of 
the designated responsible person will indicate completion of their portion of the mitigation 
measure.  The Regional Parks Environmental Specialist or Park Planner’s signature on the 
Certification of Compliance will indicate complete implementation of the Proposed MMP. 

The mitigation measures included in the Proposed MMP are considered conditions of approval 
of the proposed project.  The Regional Parks Department agrees to implement the mitigation 
measures proposed in the MMP.  Implementation of the mitigation measures included in the 
Proposed MMP are expected to avoid, minimize, rectify, reduce, or compensate potentially 
significant impacts to a less than significant level. 

Time of Implementation 
Project Design: The mitigation measure will be incorporated into the project design 

and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Pre Construction: The mitigation measure will be implemented before construction 
activities begin. 

Construction: The mitigation measure will be implemented during construction. 

Post Construction: The mitigation measure will be implemented after project 
construction. 

Responsible Persons and Departments 
The Regional Parks Department Environmental Specialist, Park Planner, and Planning 
Technician will be responsible for the overall implementation of the MMP.  Generally, the 
Regional Parks Department Environmental Specialist, Park Planner, and Planning Technician 
will sign off on the mitigation measures included in the MMP.  Periodically, staff of other County 
departments or regulatory agencies will be involved in the implementation of specific mitigation 
measures.  In these instances, the staff, department, or agency will be identified in the MMP. 

Certification of Compliance 
The Regional Parks Department Environmental Specialist, Park Planner, and Planning 
Technician will be responsible for providing signatures on the Certification of Compliance.  The 
Certification of Compliance is a “double-check” to ensure that the MMP was fully implemented.  

Record Keeping 
The Regional Parks Department Environmental Specialist, Park Planner, and Planning 
Technician will maintain the records of the MMP.  When the MMP is fully implemented, the 
original signed copy will be maintained in the official Project Binder.   

                                                     
1 California Code of Regulations Title 14. 
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CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE 
Complete the Certification of Compliance after mitigation measures have all been initialed.  Use this 
Certification of Compliance to “double-check” the full implementation of each mitigation measure.

Design: The Regional Parks Department Environmental Specialist and/or the Park Planner has 
reviewed the project design, the plans, and the contract special provisions to verify that designated 
mitigation measures have been incorporated. 

Regional Parks staff signature & job title  Date 

1 Air Quality 13 Bio. Resources 25 Hydro/Water Q. 
2 Air Quality 14 Bio. Resources 26 Hydro/Water Q. 
3 Air Quality 15 Bio. Resources 27 Noise 
4 Air Quality 16 Cult. Resources 28 Noise 
5 Bio. Resources 17 Cult. Resources 30 Traffic 
6 Bio. Resources 18 Geology & Soils 31 Traffic 
7 Bio. Resources 19 Geology & Soils 32 Traffic 
8 Bio. Resources 20 Hazards/Haz Mat 33 Traffic 
9 Bio. Resources 21 Hazards/Haz Mat    
11 Bio. Resources 23 Hazards/Haz Mat    
12 Bio. Resources 24 Hydro/Water Q.    

Pre-Construction: The Regional Parks Department Environmental Specialist and/or the Park Planner 
has verified that designated mitigation measures were implemented prior to construction activities. 

Regional Parks staff signature & job title  Date

5 Bio. Resources 9 Bio. Resources 25 Hydro/Water Q. 
6 Bio. Resources 11 Bio. Resources 30 Traffic 
7 Bio. Resources 13 Bio. Resources 31 Traffic 
8 Bio. Resources 20 Hazards/Haz Mat 32 Traffic 

Construction: The Regional Parks Department Environmental Specialist and/or the Park Planner has 
verified that designated mitigation measures were implemented during construction. 

Regional Parks staff signature & job title  Date 

1 Air Quality 12 Bio. Resources 24 Hydro/Water Q. 
2 Air Quality 13 Bio. Resources 25 Hydro/Water Q. 
3 Air Quality 14 Bio. Resources 26 Hydro/Water Q. 
4 Air Quality 15 Bio. Resources 28 Noise 
5 Bio. Resources 16 Cult. Resources 29 Noise 
6 Bio. Resources 17 Cult. Resources 30 Traffic 
7 Bio. Resources 18 Geology & Soils 32 Traffic 
8 Bio. Resources 19 Geology & Soils 33 Traffic 
9 Cult. Resources 20 Hazards/Haz Mat 
10 Bio. Resources 21 Hazards/Haz Mat 
11 Bio. Resources 23 Hazards/Haz Mat 

Post-Construction: The Regional Parks Department Environmental Specialist and/or the Park Planner 
has verified that designated mitigation measures were implemented after construction.  Mitigation 
measures pertaining to maintenance activities have been incorporated into Resource Management Plan. 

Regional Parks staff signature & job title  Date

1 Air Quality 9 Bio. Resources 29 Noise 
2 Air Quality 10 Bio. Resources 
3 Air Quality 20 Hazards/Haz Mat 
4 Air Quality 22 Hazards/Haz Mat 
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AIR QUALITY
Mitigation Measure 1:  The contractor will be required to spray water or dust palliative on unpaved 
construction areas, staging areas, and stockpiles of soils during construction as directed by the County 
during construction.  Sonoma County Regional Parks Department staff will be required to spray water or 
dust palliative on unpaved areas as needed during maintenance activities. 

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction.

Initials  Date 

Post Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
Resource Management Plan. 

Initials  Date 

Mitigation Measure 2:  The Contractor will be required to cover loads of soil, sand, and other loose 
materials over public roads, keep the loads at least two feet below the level of the sides of the hauling 
container, and wet the load sufficiently to prevent dust emissions during construction of the proposed 
project.  Sonoma County Regional Parks Department staff will be required to cover loads of soil, sand, 
and other loose materials over public roads, keep the loads at least two feet below the level of the sides 
of the hauling container, and wet the load sufficiently to prevent dust emissions as needed during 
maintenance activities. 

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction.

Initials  Date 

Post Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
Resource Management Plan. 

Initials  Date 
Mitigation Measure 3: The Contractor will be required to sweep paved roads as needed to remove soil 
that has been carried onto them from the project site during construction.  Sonoma County Regional 
Parks Department staff will be required to sweep paved roads as needed to remove soil that has been 
carried onto them from the project site due to maintenance activities. 

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction.

Initials  Date 
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Post Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
Resource Management Plan. 

Initials  Date 

Mitigation Measure 4:  The Contractor will be required to operate all construction vehicles and 
equipment with emission levels that meet current air quality standards and to minimize idling time for all 
heavy equipment to reduce on-site emissions during construction.  Sonoma County Regional Parks 
Department staff will be required to operate all construction vehicles and equipment with emission levels 
that meet current air quality standards and to minimize idling time for all heavy equipment to reduce on-
site emissions during maintenance activities. 

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction.

Initials  Date 

Post Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
Resource Management Plan. 

Initials  Date 

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES
Mitigation Measure 5: Regional Parks will conduct a Mandatory Contractor/Worker Environmental 
Awareness Training identifying sensitive resources on the site and measures to prevent take of 
individuals and habitat at pre-bid and pre-construction meetings.   

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 

Pre-Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented prior to 
construction.

Initials  Date 

Mitigation Measure 6: The Contractor shall be required to schedule driving the bridge footings between 
July 01 and September 30.  If this is not feasible, the following shall occur prior to initiating the activity: 

a. Regional Parks shall obtain concurrence from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service before 
starting work. 

b. The Contractor shall drive the bridge footings during low tide to the greatest degree feasible to 
reduce daily disturbance to fish species when few individual fish are present in Cheney Creek. 

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 
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Pre-Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented prior to 
construction.

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction.

Initials  Date 

Mitigation Measure 7: The Contractor will avoid impacts to populations and individuals of coastal bluff 
morning glory.  Regional Parks or a qualified biologist will flag areas with coastal bluff morning glory prior 
to the onset of construction-related activities. 

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 

Pre-Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented prior to 
construction.

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction.

Initials  Date 

Mitigation Measure 8:  The Contractor will remove trees, shrubs and other vegetation between August 
01 and March 15 to avoid bird-nesting season.  General bird nesting season is between March 15 and 
July 31.  If it is not feasible to remove vegetation outside of bird-nesting season, the Regional Parks 
Department will complete the following: 

a. Conduct a bird-nesting survey between seven and 14 days prior to the removal of vegetation. The 
area to be surveyed will include all construction sites and staging areas for which vegetation 
removal is required to a buffer of 150 feet outside the boundary of the area to be cleared.  Survey 
results will remain valid for a period of 21 days following the date of the survey. 

b. Postpone vegetation clearing and construction activities within 150 feet of the nest in the event that 
an active nest is discovered in the surveyed area.  No construction-related activity will be allowed to 
occur within this area until it is determined that the young have fledged, the nest is vacated, and 
there is no evidence of second nesting attempts.   

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 

Pre-Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented prior to 
construction.

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction.

Initials  Date 

Mitigation Measure 9:  The Contractor will install construction barrier fencing around the following areas 
prior to the onset of construction-related activities.  Regional Parks will identify the areas where 
construction barrier fencing will be required on the construction drawings.  All construction barrier fencing 
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will consist of black silt fence, be buried 4 inches below grade using a ditch witch or placed by hand with 
the lower portion of the fence creating an apron along the ground facing the construction zone and dirt 
piled upon the apron to secure it.  Construction-related activities, including storing equipment, chemicals, 
spoil materials, trash, parking vehicles or equipment may not take place within the protected areas.  The 
Contractor will maintain construction barrier fencing during construction and Regional Parks will maintain 
construction barrier fencing after construction is complete through the first rainy season.  Regional Parks 
will remove the construction barrier fencing after the last rains of the spring and vegetation has become 
established. 

a. Staging Area 1 – Bird Walk Coastal Access Trail.  The Contractor will install a construction barrier 
fence to prevent any materials from encroaching upon the adjacent wetlands.   

b. Staging Area 2 – Doran Beach Regional Park Marsh Trail.  The Contractor will install a construction 
barrier fence on the north and south side of the Marsh Trail to prevent sediment falling into Cheney 
Creek and delineated saltmarsh.  The fence shall be placed on contour along a parallel route to the 
trail under direction of Regional Parks or a qualified biologist to prevent take of the saltmarsh habitat.  

c. Marsh Trail – Doran Beach Regional Park.  The Contractor will install a construction barrier fence 
along both sides of the Marsh Trail to prevent sediment from entering the adjacent salt marsh, 
wetlands, and native plant communities.   

d. Seasonal Wetland.  The Contractor will install a construction barrier fence along the outermost edge 
of the delineated seasonal wetland.   

e. Protected Vegetation.  The Contractor will install a construction barrier fence around the outermost 
edge of the vegetation to be protected. 

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 

Pre-Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented prior to 
construction.

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction.

Initials  Date 

Post Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
Resource Management Plan. 

Initials  Date 

Mitigation Measure 10:  Regional Parks Department will implement a Revegetation Plan to replace the 
vegetation removed as part of this project development.  The Revegetation Plan will include the following 
elements: 

a. Trees removed that are subject to Sonoma County Ordinance No. 4014 will be replaced at ratios 
determined by the Ordinance and will be replanted on-site to the greatest degree possible.  

b. Staging areas will be seeded and restored using native plants after construction activities have been 
completed.  

c. Revegetated areas will be monitored for two growing seasons.  Success will be measured by 75 
percent cover of seeded areas and survival of plantings. 
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Implementation & Monitoring 

Post Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
Resource Management Plan. 

Initials  Date 

Mitigation Measure 11:  The Contractor will comply with regulations of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, the California Department of Fish and Game, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control 
Board and the State Coastal Commission regarding construction activities that affect drainages and 
wetlands.   

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 

Pre-Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented prior to 
construction.

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction.

Initials  Date 

Mitigation Measure 12:  The Contractor will dispose of surplus soils, surplus concrete rubble, or 
pavement at an acceptable and legally permitted disposal site or taken to a permitted soil concrete and/or 
asphalt recycling facility. 

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction.

Initials  Date 

Mitigation Measure 13: Regional Parks Department will clearly identify trees and other vegetation that 
will require removal on the construction drawings and will identify the protected perimeter of trees to be 
protected on the construction drawings.  The protected perimeter is defined in Sonoma County Ordinance 
No. 4014 as the tree drip line.  The contractor will clearly mark in the field the trees that will be removed.  
The Contractor will insure that all trees removed for implementation of the project be left onsite to provide 
wildlife habitat.   

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 

Pre-Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented prior to 
construction.

Initials  Date 
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Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction.

Initials  Date 

Mitigation Measure 14:  The Contractor will be required to perform all tree trimming and branch removal 
in accordance with the International Society of Arborists Tree Pruning Guidelines, adopted in 1995.  
These standards require that (a) branches are cut cleanly, utilizing pruning shears, loppers, or a fine tooth 
saw that cuts on the pull stroke; (b) branches are cut just outside the branch bark ridge or at the callus 
shoulder, and at a point of junction with another branch to avoid leaving a limb section without live leaf 
support; (c) climbing spurs cannot be worn when performing work on any tree, and (d) trees will not be 
“headed.” 

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction.

Initials  Date 

Mitigation Measure 15: The Contractor will be required to report any damage to protected trees that 
occurs during, or as a result of, project construction to Regional Parks staff.  If a protected tree is 
damaged so that it cannot be preserved in a healthy state, the tree will be replaced in accordance with 
the Arboreal Value Chart included in Sonoma County Ordinance No. 4014.

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction.

Initials  Date 

CULTURAL RESOURCES 
Mitigation Measure 16: The Contractor will cease construction activity immediately if cultural, 
archaeological, paleontological, and historic or other types of cultural resources are encountered in the 
immediate vicinity of the find during project construction.  Construction will cease until a qualified 
archaeologist has evaluated the situation to determine the significance of the find and has recommended 
appropriate measures to protect the resource.  The archaeologist will record identified resources on DPR 
523 historic resource recordation forms and submit the forms to the Northwest Information Center. 

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction.

Initials  Date 
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Mitigation Measure 17: The Contractor will immediately cease construction activity in the immediate 
vicinity of the discovery if human remains are unearthed during construction.  Regional Parks will contact 
the County Coroner to investigate the nature and circumstances of the discovery as required by State 
law.  If the burial appears to be Native American, Regional Parks will also attempt to contact an 
appropriate tribal representative to determine appropriate protocol.  Construction activity will not resume 
in the immediate vicinity of the discovery until authorized by the County Coroner and/or Regional Parks. 

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction.

Initials  Date 

GEOLOGY & SOILS
Mitigation Measure 18: The Contractor will implement Best Management Practices to protect geology 

and soils, including the following: 

a. Avoid construction activities during rainy days as directed by Regional Parks 

b. Preserve existing vegetation except what is designated by Regional Parks for removal 

c. Leave root structure of vegetation in place whenever feasible 

d. Minimize the extent of disturbance from construction activities 

e. Stabilize exposed slopes, banks and stockpiles of soil materials during construction using erosion 

control blankets, or other method approved by Regional Parks 

f. Stabilize exposed soil by installing erosion control materials such as blankets, mulch, and/or seed 

that are free of exotic species or other method approved by Regional Parks.   

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project.  

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction.

Initials  Date 

Mitigation Measure 19: Regional Parks will schedule ground disturbing construction activities to the dry 
season, April 30 – October 15.  Regional Parks must approve ground disturbing construction activities 
that must occur during the rainy season (October 16 – May 01) based on the Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP – see Mitigation Measure 24). 
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Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project.  

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction.

Initials  Date 

HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
Mitigation Measure 20: The Contractor will be required to prepare, submit, and implement a spill 
prevention plan for the project, which shall include, but not be limited to, the following elements: 

a. Follow the provisions of Sections 5163 – 5167 of the General Industry Safety Orders (CCR Title 8) to 
protect the project site from being contaminated by the accidental release of any hazardous materials 
and/or waste.   

b. Store all flammable liquids in compliance with the Sonoma County Fire Code and section 7-1.01G of 
the Caltrans Standard Specification (or the functional equivalent) for the protection of surface waters.   

c. If hazardous materials are encountered during construction, the contractor will immediately halt 
construction activities and will implement actions required by the current California regulatory 
requirements.   

d. In the event of a spill of hazardous materials the Contractor will immediately call the emergency 
number 9-1-1 to report the spill, and will take appropriate actions to contain the spill to prevent further 
migration of the hazardous materials to storm water drains or surface waters.   

e. Prevent the following activities within areas protected by construction barrier fencing: 

Fueling of any vehicles or portable generators 
Vehicle/equipment washing and maintenance areas 
Above-ground tanks for liquid storage 
Industrial waste management areas (landfills, waste piles, treatment plants, disposal areas) 

f. The Contractor will use drip pans or absorbent pads during vehicle and equipment maintenance, 
cleaning, fueling, and storage.   

g. Spill kits and cleanup materials shall be available at all locations of pile-driving activities.   

h. Equipment that is to be used shall be kept leak free and inspect for leaks and spills on a daily 
basis.   

i. Equipment will be parked over drip pans or absorbent pads.  

j. When not in use, the contractor will store pile-driving equipment away from concentrated flows of 
storm water, drainage courses, and inlets.   

k. Protect hammers and other hydraulic attachments by placing them on plywood and covering 
them with plastic or a comparable material prior to the onset of rain. 

Implementation & Monitoring 
Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 

project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project.  

Initials  Date 
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Pre-Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented by 
reviewing and approving the spill prevention plan submitted by the contractor.  

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction.

Initials  Date 

Mitigation Measure 21: The Contractor will dispose of petroleum-based products in accordance with 
applicable laws and regulations.   

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction.

Initials  Date 

Mitigation Measure 22: Regional Parks Department operations and maintenance crews will dispose of 
petroleum-based products in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.  

Implementation & Monitoring 

Post-Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
maintenance activities. 

Initials  Date 

Mitigation Measure 23: The Contractor will conduct inspections and maintenance, according to current 
regulations, of portable toilet facilities used during construction.  The contractor will conduct routine waste 
removal to ensure that effluent spills are avoided or minimized. 

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction.

Initials  Date 

HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 
Mitigation Measure 24:  Regional Parks will provide an approved Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan 
(SWPPP) for implementation by the Contractor prior to project construction.  

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 
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Pre-Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented prior to 
construction.

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction.

Initials  Date 

Mitigation Measure 25: Regional Parks will provide a sediment control plan as part of the Storm Water 
Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for implementation by the Contractor.  The focus will be to prevent 
sediment from entering the delineated wetland, Cheney Creek, Doran Marsh ponds and tidal channels 
and any other surface drainage within the project area.  The sediment control plan will include temporary, 
construction-related sediment control that may include but not be limited to silt fencing, sediment traps, 
fiber roles, and/or barriers.  The source of each specific sediment control measure proposed by the 
contractor must be documented in the sediment control plan. 

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 

Pre-Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented prior to 
construction.

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction.

Initials  Date 

Mitigation Measure 26:  The Contractor will be required to install a protective impermeable barrier, such 
as a tarp, between the bridge work area and any surface water. 

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction.

Initials  Date 

NOISE
Mitigation Measure 27: The Contractor will be required to operate all internal combustion engines with 
mufflers that meet the requirements of the State Resources Code, and, where applicable, the Vehicle 
Code. 

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 
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Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction 

Initials  Date 

Mitigation Measure 28: The contractor will be required restrict construction activities to the hours of 7:00 
am to 7:00 p.m. on weekdays, except for actions taken to prevent or resolve an emergency.   

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction 

Initials  Date 

Mitigation Measure 29: Sonoma County Regional Parks staff will be required to operate all internal 
combustion engines with mufflers that meet the requirements of the State Resources Code, and, where 
applicable, the Vehicle Code.

Implementation & Monitoring 

Post-Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
Resource Management Plan. 

Initials  Date 

TRANSPORTATION AND TRAFFIC
Mitigation Measure 30: The Contractor will coordinate with the Highway Patrol and California 
Department of Transportation regarding transportation of the bridge prior to project implementation if 
needed.  

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 

Pre-Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented prior to 
construction activity. 

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction 

Initials  Date 
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Mitigation Measure 31: Regional Parks Department will notify residents and businesses adjacent to the 
project area and local emergency services at least one week prior to commencement of construction. 

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 

Pre-Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented prior to 
construction 

Initials  Date 

Mitigation Measure 32: The Contractor will place appropriate signage at the project entrance at Bird 
Walk Coastal Access and at Doran Beach Regional Park entrance kiosk, to notify park visitors that traffic 
may be subject to short-term delay or detour.  The Contractor will maintain access to park facilities during 
construction and place appropriate signage directing public to temporarily closed areas at project site. 

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 

Pre-Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented prior to 
construction 

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction 

Initials  Date 

Mitigation Measure 33: The Contractor will comply with the Caltrans “Manual of Traffic Safety Controls 
for Construction and Maintenance Work Zones” regarding traffic safety guidelines during construction 
including adequate signage and precautions for public safety during project construction. 

Implementation & Monitoring 

Project Design: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is incorporated into the 
project design and/or included in the project specifications and contract special 
provisions prior to awarding a construction project. 

Initials  Date 

Construction: Regional Parks staff will verify that the mitigation measure is implemented during 
construction 

Initials  Date 
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NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN INITIAL STUDY 

SONOMA COUNTY REGIONAL PARKS 2300 COUNTY CENTER DRIVE, SUITE 120a SANTA ROSA, CA 95403 
PHONE: (707)565-2041 FAX: (707)565-3642 

February 6, 2006 

The Sonoma County Regional Parks Department (Regional Parks) is preparing an Initial Study for the 
proposed:

CHENEY CREEK BRIDGE AND TRAIL PROJECT 
Introduction

Regional Parks is requesting comments from responsible and trustee agencies, property owners in the 
project vicinity, and other interested parties regarding the scope and content of the Initial Study.  
Responsible and trustee agencies are requested to provide comments regarding the scope and content 
of the environmental information which is germane to that agency’s statutory responsibilities in relation 
to the proposed project.  Regional Parks is also interested in comments from property owners and other 
interested parties regarding what should be included in the Initial Study. 

Regional Parks staff will prepare the Initial Study in accordance with the provisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the State CEQA Guidelines.  An Initial Study is a preliminary 
analysis of a proposed project’s potentially significant environmental effects regarding construction, 
operation, and maintenance of the proposed project.  After the Initial Study is prepared, Regional Parks 
will present the document to the Sonoma County Environmental Review Committee (ERC), who will 
determine whether a Negative Declaration or an Environmental Impact Report should be prepared.  
Regional Parks will invite those on the project mailing list to attend the ERC meeting.  

Notice of Preparation Comment Period

Please send written comments to Pamela Higgins, Assistant Environmental Specialist, in care of the 
Sonoma County Regional Parks Department, at the address listed above.   

The comment period for the Notice of Preparation will close at 5:00 p.m. on March 10, 2006, which is 
33 days after mailing of this document.  Please note that while the comment period for the Notice of 
Preparation has a closing date, interested parties are encouraged to contact Regional Parks staff at 
any time during the process to receive an update of the process, to ask questions, and share 
information.

Public Scoping Meeting

Regional Parks will host a Public Scoping Meeting regarding the proposed project.  The Public Scoping 
Meeting is not a required part of the CEQA process.  Regional Parks staff will present the conceptual 
plan for the Cheney Creek Bridge and Trail Project and will discuss the planning and environmental 
processes associated with park development.  Then, the meeting will be opened to the audience to 
participate in the process.  Regional Parks would like to hear from the community as well as the 
responsible and trustee agencies regarding support for the proposed project and regarding concerns.  
The Public Scoping Meeting is scheduled as follows:   

Saturday, February 25, 2006,  10:00am-12:00pm
Bodega Bay Grange Hall  

1370 Bodega Highway, Bodega Bay, CA

1
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Regional Parks Contact Person

Please contact Pamela Higgins, Assistant Environmental Specialist, at (707) 565-2383                 
Email: phiggins@sonoma-county.org if you have questions regarding this Notice of Preparation.  

Documents relating to the proposed project are available for review at the Sonoma County Regional 
Parks office. Please call the main office at (707) 565-2041 to set up and appointment. 

PROJECT INFORMATION 

Project Purpose

The purpose of the proposed project is to connect two existing County Regional Parks facilities Bird 
Walk Coastal Access Trail and Doran Beach Regional Park, with a bridge and multi-use trail. The 
proposed bridge will span Cheney Creek, connecting with trails on each side of the creek. The Bird 
Walk Coastal Access Trail location offers hikers an unobstructed view of Doran Marsh tidal flats, 
channels, and ponds that is ideal for bird watching. Doran Beach Regional Park offers a range of nature 
and recreational opportunities for visitors and local residents, extending public access to coastal 
environments. Connecting these two facilities would improve opportunities for public enjoyment of both 
existing parks.  

Project Location

The proposed project site is located south of Bodega Harbor between Bird Walk Coastal Access Trail, 
355 Highway 1, and Doran Beach Regional Park on Doran Park Road.1 The Bodega Bay Public Utility 
District treatment facility is located on the southeast side of the project site.  Doran Marsh, tidal 
channels and ponds border the project site on the southwest. (See Figure 1)   

Existing Site Conditions

Bird Walk Coastal Access Park is 14 acres and was constructed in 1980 as a dredge disposal site for a 
Bodega Harbor dredging project. Two disposal ponds are enclosed by levees that are 26 feet above 
mean low water and 10 feet wide on top.  The one-mile, multi-use loop-trail runs along the top of the 
levee. The all-weather, barrier-free trail offers views of Doran Marsh, Doran Beach Park, Bodega Bay 
and Harbor, and Bodega Head.  Bird Walk Coastal Access Park has a ten-space paved parking lot with 
a screened portable restroom in the southeastern corner. There is a large, natural rock outcropping in 
pond visible from Highway 1.  

Doran Beach Regional Park is west of the project site, and has ocean, bay and harbor frontage that 
includes salt marsh, tidal flat and sand dune environments. The park offers recreation that includes 
camping, fishing and boating, and picnic opportunities. The Doran Marsh Trail traverses the salt marsh 
and tidal channels on an existing levee, and offers public access for bird watching and scenic viewing. 

Cheney Creek runs between the levee that borders Bird Walk Coastal Access Park and the Doran 
Marsh Trail. The creek empties into the southern tidal flats of Bodega Harbor. Fresh water wetlands are 
along the southeastern marsh coastal bluffs. The coastal location, mild climate, and diverse natural 
habitats support a wide variety of birds and wildlife in and adjacent to the project site. Vegetation in the 
project site vicinity consists of mixed native salt marsh species, upland native plants, and large areas of 
various exotic species.

The Bodega Bay Public Utility District treatment facility, Bodega Bay Lodge and Spa, and the Bodega 
Bay Harbour subdivision and Links at Bodega Harbour golf course, border the project site on the 
southeast. State Highway 1 and the North Harbour subdivision are east of the project site.  

1 Bird Walk Coastal Access Trail, APN 100-130-006 and Doran Beach Regional Park APN 100-130-00
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Project Description

The Cheney Creek bridge will connect the existing Bird Walk Coastal Access Trail and Doran Beach 
Regional Park. The bridge installed over the creek will be prefabricated metal, approximately 110-feet 
long by 8-feet wide, with a 42-inch high safety railing. The bridge will have concrete landings and be 
supported by concrete abutments with metal pilings driven into the ground to a depth of approximately 
55- feet.  Concrete construction will follow the California Department of Transportation, Construction 
Site Best Management Practices Manual guidelines.  Delivery of the bridge to the project site, in two 55 
foot sections, will be accomplished using a standard Semi-truck trailer.  Based on the overall size of the 
bridge, it is not anticipated that highway transportation permits or notification will be needed for 
delivery.2

Bird Walk Coastal Access Trail Extension

The proposed project will create a new 340-foot multi-use trail extension, from the existing Bird Walk 
Coastal Access Trail. The project will include new trail construction, with installation of a 1-3 foot high 
retaining wall and a 42-inch high handrail.  The multi-use trail extension will be graded to a maximum 
slope of 5 percent and surfaced with (3/4-inch minus) crushed rock over an aggregate base and native 
soil sub-base, to form a firm, stable, slip resistant surface in keeping with U.S. Department of 
Transportation Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Chapter 14, Shared Use Path Design 
Standards.  These standards are equal to California Department of Transportation Class I Bikeway 
(Bike Path) design criteria.3  The thickness of the crushed rock will vary from 6 to 18 inches depending 
on soil compaction test results.  A soil stabilizer may be used in combination with the crushed rock to 
create a firm and stable surface.  A retaining wall of 1 to 3 foot in height will be constructed to limit site 
disturbance, and 42-inch high hand railing will be installed as needed for user safety.  

Doran Beach Trail Improvement

Approximately 1,314 feet of the Doran Marsh Trail, on the south side of Cheney Creek, will be improved 
to a width of eight feet, and surfaced with crushed rock using the same specifications as Bird Walk 
Coastal Access Trail extension. 

Construction

The area of construction disturbance identified will be approximately 1.55 acres or 67,700 square feet.  
Estimated site grading will include approximately 100 cubic yards of cut and 400 cubic yards of fill, 
including about 300 cubic yards of imported material. Three staging areas have been included in the 
project design to accommodate heavy equipment access and setup for construction that will include 
pouring concrete, driving piles for bridge abutments and foundations, bridge installation, and trail 
construction.  Staging Area 1, on the Bird Walk Coastal Access levee, is approximately 22,200 square 
feet. Staging Area 2, at the south bridge landing on the Doran Marsh Trail side, is approximately 22,000 
square feet.  Staging Area 3, at the Bird Walk Coastal Access Trail parking lot is approximately 23,500 
square feet. (See Figure 2)

Equipment used for project construction will include pile driving and cement vehicles, large cranes on 
both sides of the creek for bridge installation, and semi-truck trailer for bridge delivery.  Construction 
equipment will access the project site at Cheney Creek from Doran Park Road, via the trailhead 
entrance, and from the Bird Walk Coastal Access Park entrance road off of Coast Highway 1. The 
construction access paths will be prepared by scraping the existing trail surface to a width of 12 feet 
and adding base rock, as recommended by soils tests, to establish a firm surface for the heavy 
equipment.

2 Confirmation from bridge manufacturer to Joe Kase, Planner II  -  12/20/05
3 Chapter 1000 Bikeway Planning and Design, February 2001
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Re-alignment and widening of the existing paved service path at Bird Walk Coastal Access Trail 
parking lot is necessary to enable construction equipment to reach the project site staging area. The 
new access path from the park entrance road to top of levee trail will be 130 feet long by 12 feet wide 
with a base rock surface. To protect existing culvert crossings, stabilize trails for equipment driving, and 
for stabilization of crane out-rigger footings in staging areas, placement of 12-foot by 8-foot steel plates 
will be implemented in appropriate locations.  Project construction will employ Best Management 
Practices to reduce and prevent erosion and sediment problems, and storm water pollution that may 
result from construction activities and equipment access.

Development Schedule and Funding

The proposed project is scheduled for development following the CEQA process and project approval, 
Fiscal Year 2006-2007, and construction will occur in Fiscal Year 2007-2008. 

Funding for the project will be from a combination of local Park Mitigation Fees, a State Coastal 
Conservancy Grant, and Measure ‘M’ Traffic Relief Act sales tax. 

Areas of Potential Environmental Effect

The Initial Study will analyze the potential environmental impacts associated with construction, 
operation, and maintenance of the proposed project.  Specific areas of analysis will include: aesthetics, 
agricultural resources, air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, geology and soils, hazards, 
hydrology and water quality, land use, energy and mineral resources, noise, population and housing, 
public services, recreation, transportation and traffic, and utilities and service systems.  These are the 
resource categories included in the Initial Study Checklist, Appendix G to the State CEQA Guidelines.

Jurisdictional, Permitting, and Regulatory Agencies

The following agencies may have jurisdiction associated with development of the proposed Cheney 
Creek Bridge and Trail Project: 

United States Army Corps of Engineers 

United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

 United States National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

State Lands Commission 

California Coastal Commission 

California Department of Transportation 

California Department of Fish and Game 

 California Regional Water Quality Control Board, North Coast Region 

 Northern Sonoma County Air Pollution Control District 

 Marin – Sonoma Mosquito and Vector Control District  

Sonoma County Permit and Resource Management Department 

PUBLICATION AND MAILING DATE:    February 6, 2006 

SENT TO OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND PLANNING:   February 6, 2006 
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Appendix C 

Biological Resources Study 
Wetland Delineation Report 
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