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May 8, 2007
Douglas Bosco, Chair
State Coastal Conservancy

1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Qakland, CA 94612

RE: Cheney Creek Bridge
Dear Chairman Bosco:

I am writing to express my strong support for the proposed funding request made by Sonoma County
Regional Parks for the Cheney Creek Bridge project. If funded, this project will connect two separate
regional park facilities by installing a bridge across the Cheney Creek, thus improving public a¢€ess to
popular coastal recreational opportunities in Bodega Bay. In addition, this project will conveniently
provide a link in the California Coastal Trail and enhance one-third of a mile of multi-use trail.

The Bodega Bay area attracts a wide variety of visitors for unique outdoor experiences everyday such as:
camping, hiking, fishing and other water-related activities. The Cheney Creek project will not only benefit
the wider community but enhance the public’s access by providing an off-street connection for pedestrians
and cyclists traveling between the two regional parks. In addition, this ecological site provides foraging for
numerous shorebird species. With an unobstructed view, a variety of opportunities will be made available
for bird watching that includes species of gulls, terns, pelicans, and more. Currently, without a bridge, the
creek is a barrier to non-vehicular access between the Bird Walk Coastal Access and Doran Beach
Regional Park. Together, these parks attract over 330,000 visitors annually.

Cheney Creek Bridge is the first project to be implemented from the 7.8 miles of trail and bike lanes
identified in the Bodega Bay Bicycle and Pedestrian Trail Plan. Already the Bodega Bay community,
Sonoma County, Caltrans, and State Parks have expressed their support for this project. As someone who
is proud to represent Bodega Bay in the second Senate district, I strongly urge you to support funding this
important recreation resource of the Sonoma Coast. Thank you for considering this worthy project. Should
you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Simcerely,

W - LY
PATRlCl:%ﬁ;}NS,

. Senator, 2™ District

o Deborah Hirst, State Coastal Conservancy
Elizabeth Tyree, Sonoma County Regional Parks
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May 4, 2007

Parks & RECREATION

ADVISORY RE: Cheney Creek Bridge

CoMMISSION .
Dear Chairman Bosco:

e The Sonoma County Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission supports the
s Disonaer [Criam) Cheney Creek Bridge and Trail Project. At our March 19 meeting we
reviewed and endorsed the plan and environmental document.
Yawcey Forest-Kuiowies
3ap Dismric (Vicz Cram) This project will connect our popular Doran Beach Regional Park to
Birdwalk Coastal Access Park, offering a scenic off-road route for park
K;‘“};CO““ visitors. With over 130 campsites, Doran Beach is our most heavily used

campground and one of our most popular parks countywide. Adjacent to
e Highway 1, Birdwalk is highly visible to the estimated 2 million annual

Pl —eE visitors to Bodega Bay, and is used as a destination or as a stopping point
for those seeking to stretch their legs.

B WHerLER

B S Regional Parks staff is ready to start this project. A third of a mile of trail
will be added or improved, including a bridge crossing for Cheney Creek.
S R With approval of grant funding, construction can start this August. This
- RO R construction schedule minimizes impacts to fish and nesting birds.

Thank you for considering funding this important link in the California
Coastal Trail.

2300
County Center Drive
Suite 120A
Santa Rosa
CA 95403

REC~'vEp

Tel: 707 565.2041

Fax: 707 579.8247 air, Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission ; MAY ¢ o 2007
www.scrmmunwv :
%L CONSEHVANCY
cc:  Deborah Hirst, State Coastal Conservancy LAND, CALIF,

Elizabeth Tyree, Sonoma County Regional Parks
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May 8, 2007

Douglas Bosco

State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

RE: Cheney Creek Bridge
Dear Chairman Bosco:

This letter comes to you in support of the Cheney Creek Bridge project request for funding.
The Cheney Creek Bridge will serve to connect popular recreation destinations in Bodega Bay
and provide an important link in the California Coastal Trail.

This project will add or improve one third of a mile of multi-use trail, including installing a
bridge over Cheney Creek. The creek is currently a barrier to non-vehicular access between
the Bird Walk Coastal Access and Doran Beach Regional Park. These two parks are enjoyed
by many with annual visits totaling over 330,000.

The Bodega Bay area attracts visitors for camping, hiking, picnicking, boating, fishing and
other water-related activities. This area also provides foraging for numerous shorebird
species. The project site offers unobstructed viewing opportunities for bird watching that
includes species of gulls, terns, loons, pelicans, cormorants, herons, and osprey.

Cheney Creek Bridge is the first project to be implemented from the 7.8 miles of trail and bike
lanes identified in the Bodega Bay Bicycle and Pedestrian Trail Plan. The Bodega Bay

community, Sonoma County, Caltrans, and State Parks all strongly support this project.

I too support this most valuable asset to the Sonoma Coast and urge the Coastal Conservancy
to support its application for funding.

Thank you for considering funding this important recreation resource for the Sonoma Coast.

Respectfully,
Qﬂif@“' RECEIVED
PATTY BERG
Assemblywoman, 1% District MAY 0 9 2007
COASTAL Cunst HRVANCY
ce: Deborah Hirst, State Coastal Conservancy OAKLANU, UALIF.

Elizabeth Tyree, Sonoma 'Countye _I_g_.gg_ignal Parks
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