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March 26, 2007

Doug Bosco, Chairman
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Bosco:

I strongly urge the Coastal Conservancy to approve the Land Trust for Santa Barbara
County's application and proposal for the eradication ofArundo donax from Refugio
Creek during Phase II of the Lower Refugio Creek Restoration Project. Arundo donax
threatens local natural habitat and is a serious pest of the riparian area in the south coast
of Santa Barbara County. The Land Trust has demonstrated a commitment to this project. , .'..' .i

through their implementation of Phase I in the Fall of2006 and is in need'ofadditional
funding to carry out the overall project objectives during Phase II, which will improve
habitat conditions for a variety of native flora and fauna located in the surrounding areas.

The project will also receive continued support through in-kind assistance and labor by
all of the private agricultural landowners affected. Cachuma Resource Conservation

District and the County of Santa Barbara Flood Control District will provide assistance in
en"irorunental docnmentation. aDd bioengjn~ering techniqves.

The project is a model of collaboration among non-profit organizations, government
agencies and private landowners to improve watershed health and is exactly what the
people of California envisioned in the passage of Proposition 50 (Water Security, Clean
Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach Protection Fund of 2002). This project will help
assure that the lower Refugio Creek ecosystem remain strong and vibrant.

I encourage the Coastal Conservancy to support this proposal being submitted by the
Land Trust for Santa Barbara County. .
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PEDRO NAVA
ASSEMBLYMEMBER.THIRTY,FIFTH DISTRICT

April 16, 2007

Mr. Doug Bosco, Chainnan
California Coastal Conservancy
1330Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Phase II of the Lower Refugio Creek Restoration Project.

Dear Mr. Bosco:

As the California State Assemblymember for the 35thDistrict. I would like to voice my
strong support for your continued support for the Refugio Creek Arundo Removal
Project. After complcting a great round of work in Phase I, the Land Trust has the
momentum and demonstrated success to carry out the rest of the project in Phase II.
thereby greatly improving the wildlife and water quality values of Lower Refugio Creek.
Continuing this project will dramatically improve the wildlife value along the creek by
removing the highly invasive weed, Arundo donax (giant reed), stabilizing several major
erosionsitesandrevegetating17,000squarefeetof theriparianeon-idor. .

Arondo donax affects riparian systems with aggressive growth that chokes stream
channels and creates debris dams that cause increased bank erosion and clogged road
culverts, impeding fish travel during storm flows. This project will attempt to eradicate
and control Arundo donax in lower Refugio Creek, where it has spread to about lOO
locations that cover over four acres of creek bottom and banks.

The Land Trust for Santa Barbara County, in cooperationwith three private agricultural
landowners and the Cachuma Resource Conservation District, will dramatically improve
the wildlife value along one and one-half miles of the creek with approval o[this project.
For these reasons, I highly recommend that this valuable project receive the Califomia
Coastal Conservancy's support. Please feel free to contact my staff at (805) 564-1649 to
discuss this matter further. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Pedro Nava
Assemblymember, 351hDistrict
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ASricultural CommisSioner'sOffke
We(ghts & Measures - County of Santa Barbara

William D. Gillette
Commissioner IDirector

March 20, 2007

Doug Bosco, Chairman
CaliforniaCoastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Bosco:

I am writing in support of the Land Trust for Santa Barbara County's application for
Coastal Conservancy funding of their Lower Refugio Creek Restoration Projed, Phase
II. This project will greatly enhance the habitat quality of the Refugio Creek for native
plants, wildlife and fish.

I am a director on the board of the California Invasive Plant Council and the coordinator
of the Santa Barbara County Weed ManagementArea. As such, I encourage any
group to conduct invasive and noxious weed management projects especially in Santa
Barbara County. This project is fully in line with both the weed management area's and
the council's goals and the project targets Arundo donax - a priority species for the
county and council.

Besides arundo control, the project intends to reduce erosion in the creek, thereby
directly enhancing fish habitat. Restoration of areas with native plants will further
enhance the area for wildlife.,

The California Coastal Conservancy's assistance is important to the sucqess of this
project. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

~Ai-~~
David Chang
Agricultural Program Specialist
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