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Notice of Intent to use FONSI in Lieu of Mitigated Negative Declaration for the 
Construction of the Fleener Creek Trail 

The California State Coastal Conservancy (“the Conservancy”), acting as the Lead 
Agency under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), intends to use the Finding of 
No Significant Impact (“FONSI”), prepared by the Bureau of Land Management (“BLM”) for a 
project to construct a public access trail, in lieu of preparing its own Mitigated Negative 
Declaration for the project. The Fleener Creek Trail will be located on BLM property known as 
the “Lost Coast Headlands”, approximately seven miles southwest of Ferndale in Humboldt 
County. The project includes installing approximately 5,000 feet of trail from the Fleener Creek 
Trailhead Parking Area to the beach at Fleener Creek. Construction involves the use of small-
tracked backhoe and hand tools to grade the trail for drainage, covering the trail with crushed 
shale. 

Under CEQA, state agencies are encouraged to use a FONSI prepared pursuant to NEPA 
rather than preparing a new CEQA document if the FONSI has been or will be prepared before a 
Negative Declaration or EIR would otherwise be completed for the project; and if the FONSI 
complies with the CEQA Guidelines. In 2004, the BLM prepared an Environmental Assessment 
(“EA”) for construction of a parking lot and trail, including this project, to evaluate the potential 
adverse effects to the environment. The BLM determined the project would not result in 
significant impacts to the environment and on September 27, 2005, the BLM adopted a FONSI. 
The EA and FONSI will be available for a 30-day public review and comment period from April 
5, 2007 through May 7, 2007. The BLM’s NEPA review includes a description of the property 
and proposed project activities, and discusses any necessary mitigation to protect resources 
during the project activities. The Environmental Assessment indicates that, with mitigation, the 
proposed project would have no significant impacts. 

Digital versions if the EA and FONSI will be available at the State Coastal Conservancy 
website, www.coastalconservancy.ca.gov.  Printed copies of the documents will be available at a 
the Coastal Conservancy’s public meeting scheduled for 9:00 May 24, 2007 at Cabrillo Pavillion 
Arts Center, 1118 E. Cabrillo Blvd., Santa Barbara, CA, 93103. Comments may be submitted to 
the State Coastal Conservancy in care of Susan Corbaley, Project Manager, by email at 
scorbaley@scc.ca.gov, by fax at 1-510-286-0470, or by U.S. Mail to 1330 Broadway, 13th Floor, 
Oakland, CA 94612.  

  Pertinent and reasonable comments submitted during the 30-day review period will be 
considered. Comments submitted by email or fax must be received by May 7, 2007; comments 
submitted by U.S. Mail must be postmarked not later than May 7, 2007. 
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