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CHAPMAN UNIVERSITY

ROBERTA LESSOR

DEAN, WILKINSON COLLEGE OF
LETTERS AND SCIENCES

August 22, 2007

Mr. Douglas Bosco
Chairman

California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13thFloor
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Bosco:

I'm writing today to convey my strongest endorsement of the request from
the Ocean Institute to the California Coastal Conservancy for a grant to create a
new Seaside Learning Center in Dana Point.

Wilkinson College of Letters and Sciences at Chapman University has
partnered with the Ocean Institute in a shared effort to educate children about
beach pollution. Researchers from our Chemistry Department are currently
working with the Ocean Institute on using environmental research water quality
projects as a science education and recruitment tool for low-income minority
students in our in-land community, which impacts the watershed and coastal
waters. We are also exploring developing a "Communicating Science to the
Public," course for undergraduate students which focuses on ethics, and
internships in science education for our students at the proposed learning center.

By cleverly using the ocean, the Institute provides outstanding, standards-
based science, history and literacy programs that inspire K-12 students to preserve
and protect our essential aquatic resource. I am extremely proud of what the
Institute accomplishes for the good of our local coastline as well as the entire state
of California.

This new learning center will provide programs that will educate 30,000
additional people annually about the coast and ocean. Specifically, the Seaside
Learning Center will provide the equipment and space for expanded programming
focused on ocean science, technology, and maritime history. Funding from the
California Coastal Conservancy would also enable the Ocean Institute to offer free
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and low-cost educational opportunities to low-income, inner city, inland, and
minority children not currently being served.

I urge you to do whatever you can to help the Ocean Institute build a new
Seaside Learning Center. The center will advance the mission of the Coastal
Conservancy and be of great benefit to our coastal communities for generations to
come.

Roberta Lessor, PhD
Dean
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