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MANAGEMENT BOARD: 
 
Bay Area Audubon Council 
Bay Area Open Space Council 
Bay Planning Coalition 
Citizens Committee to 
   Complete the Refuge 
Ducks Unlimited 
National Audubon Society 
PRBO Conservation Science 
PG&E Corporation 
Save San Francisco Bay 
   Association 
Sierra Club 
The Bay Institute 
The Conservation Fund 
Urban Creeks Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ex-Officio Members: 
 
Bay Conservation & 
    Development Commission 
California Department 
    of Fish and Game 
California Resources Agency 
Coastal Conservancy 
Coastal Region, Mosquito & 
   Vector Control District 
National Fish and Wildlife  
   Foundation  
National Marine Fisheries  
    Service 
Natural Resources  
   Conservation Service 
Regional Water Quality Control 
   Board, SF Bay Region  
San Francisco Estuary Project 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
U.S. Environmental  
   Protection Agency 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Wildlife Conservation Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
September 20, 2007 
 
Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chair 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100 
Oakland, CA  94612 
 
Subject:  Sonoma Land Trust Roche Property Acquisition in the Sonoma Baylands 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the San Francisco Bay Joint Venture (SFBJV) in support of the Conservancy 
providing $3,000,000 in funding for the acquisition the 1, 657-acre Roche Ranch by the Sonoma Land 
Trust (SLT). 
 
The SFBJV is a partnership of non-governmental organizations, utilities, landowners, and non-voting 
agencies working to acquire, restore and enhance wetlands on San Francisco Bay and on the coasts of 
San Mateo, Marin, and Sonoma Counties.   The San Francisco Bay Joint Venture is one of the fourteen 
wetland habitat Joint Ventures operating under the certification of the North American Waterfowl 
Management Plan, a Congressional agreement between the United States, Canada, and Mexico.  The 
SFBJV also implements all federal bird conservation plans with a focus on securing and restoring 
habitat for migratory birds, endangered species, and other wildlife. 
 
Acquisition of the Roche property is a high priority of the SFBJV in the North Bay. The property is 
identified in the Baylands Ecosystem Habitat Goals Report as a recommended site for vitally important 
habitat restoration. Protection of the Roche property, which lies below the headwaters of Tolay Lake 
(now owned by the Sonoma Parks District), will ensure restoration of the entire landscape from the 
headwaters through the riparian corridor of Tolay Creek, to the restored wetlands of San Francisco Bay. 
This is the only location in the North Bay where tidal wetlands and seasonal and freshwater wetlands 
can be connected by a riparian corridor and adjacent upland habitats. Acquisition of the Roche Ranch 
will significantly enhance the conservation values of a number of adjacent nearby parcels including the 
Sears Point restoration project (owned and managed by the Sonoma Land Trust), Department of Fish 
and Game properties, and the San Pablo Bay National Wildlife Refuge. In sum, the acquisition of the 
Roche property will make possible one of the most exciting restoration efforts in the Bay Area. 
 
The SLT has proven to be an adept leader in land conservation and restoration in San Pablo Bay.  We 
are grateful to the Conservancy for its support of a number of SLT projects and encourage you to 
provide funding for the acquisition of Roche Ranch. If you have questions about the SFBJV or our 
endorsement of support for funding for acquisition of the Roche property, please contact the SFBJV 
Coordinator, Beth Huning. Thank you for considering this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Arthur Feinstein 
Chair 
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