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MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

STEVE BENNETT
KATHY I. LONG
PETER C. FOY
JOHN K. FLYNN

STEVE BENNETT
SUPERVISOR, FIRST DISTRICT
. (805) 654-2703
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FAX: (805) 654-2226

E-mail: steve.bennett@ventura.org
COUNTY OF VENTURA

GOVERNMENT CENTER, HALL OF ADMINISTRATION
800 SOUTH VICTORIA AVENUE, VENTURA, CALIFORNIA 23009

May 20, 2008

Doug Bosco, Chair

California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 11" Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

RE: Matilija Dam Ecosystem Restoration Program (File #99-099) June 5, 2008 Agenda

Dear Chair Bosco:

Matilija Dam was built in 1947 to provide a local water supply for agricultural needs, while
offering limited flood protection for downstream communities. Over its 50 years of life, the build-
up of sediment behind the dam wall has nullified both of those original functions. Additionally,
the dam is a barrier to fish passage, blocking 17 miles of the historically pristine rearing and
spawning habitat of the endangered Southern Steelhead trout. Dam removal will also open
greater public access to the adjoining Los Padres National Forest,

The removal of Matilja Dam has rapidly advanced since its commencement in 2001 with the
active participation of the US Army Corps of Engineers, County Watershed Protection District,
and your Conservancy. While federal funding will pay the majority of project costs, a substantial
non-federal match is necessary. The continued partnership of the Coastal Conservancy is
essential to the success of this monumental project.

| support the recommendation before your Board and would respectfully urge your Board to
make the Matilija Dam Ecosystem Restoration Project a high priority by disbursing up to $4.5
million to the Ventura County Watershed Protection to implement pre-construction elements of
the Project. This amount will fund acquisition of a key parcel immediately below the dam, which
both allows dam removal to occur, and will provide the permanent public access connection
between the dam site and State Highway 33.

Cordially,

e

Steve Bennett
Supervisor, First District

@ Recycled Paper
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May 23, 2008

Mr. Doug Bosco

Chair

California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 11th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

RE: Matilija Dam Ecosystem Restoration Program (File #99-099) June 5, 2008 Agenda
Dear Chairman Bosco:

Constructed in 1947 by the Ventura County Watershed Protection District, Matilija Dam was intended
to provide a local water supply for agricultural needs, while offering limited flood protection for
downstream communities. Over its 60 years of life, the build-up of sediment behind the dam wall has
undermined both of those original functions. Additionally, the dam is a barrier to fish passage,
blocking 17 miles of the historically pristine rearing and spawning habitat of the endangered southern
steelhead trout.

In June 2001, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, in partnership with the Ventura County Watershed
Protection District, initiated a feasibility study to assess the extent of Federal interest in removing the
dam and restoring the ecosystem. The feasibility study was completed in December 2004, and in July
2005 the team initiated the design phase of the project. Throughout this effort, the State of California,
through the participation of the Coastal Conservancy, has played a key stakeholder role in the success
of this project.

The plan to remove Matilija Dam and restore the ecosystem is actively supported by local, State and
Federal agencies, non-governmental agencies, and many individual citizens committed to protecting
their community’s natural resources. The expeditious removal of Matilija Dam will provide for the
recovery of California’s endangered southern steelhead trout, the restoration of historic outdoor
recreational opportunities, and replenishment of Ventura County’s coastal beaches.

I respectfully request your support for up to a $4.5 million disbursement to the Ventura County
Watershed Protection District to implement pre-construction elements of the Matilija Dam Ecosystem
Restoration Project, consistent with all relevant rules and regulations.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
L; OIS CAPPS
Member of Congress
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Doug Bosco, Chair HOUSE PERMANENT SELECT

California Coastal Conservancy COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
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RE: Matilija Dam Ecosystem Restoration Program (File #99-099) June 5, 2008 Agenda

Dear Chair Bosco:

| am writing to express my support for the Matilija Dam Ecosystem Restoration Project and Ventura
River restoration effort. : _

Constructed in 1947 by the Ventura County Watershed Protection District, Matilija Dam was intended
to provide a local water supply for agricultural needs, while offering limited flood protection for
downstream communities. Over its 50 years of life, the build-up of sediment behind the dam wall has
undermined both of those original functions. Additionally, the dam is a barrier to fish passage,
blocking 17 miles of the historically pristine rearing and spawning habitat of the endangered southern
steelhead trout. -

In June 2001, the US Army Corps of Engineers, in partnership with the Ventura County Watershed
Protection District, initiated a feasibility study to assess the extent of Federal interest in removing the
dam and restoring the ecosystem. The feasibility study was completed in December 2004, and in July
2005 the team initiated the design phase of the project. Throughout this effort, the State of California,
through the participation of the Coastal Conservancy, has played a key stakeholder role in the
success of this project.

The plan to remove Matilija Dam and restore the ecosystem is actively supported by local, State and
Federal agencies, non-governmental agencies, and many individual citizens committed to protecting
their community’s natural resources. The expeditious removal of Matilja Dam will provide for the
recovery of California’s endangered southern sieelhead trout, the restoration of historic outdoor
recreational opportunities, and repienishment of Ventura County’s coastal beaches.

| support the recommendation before your Board and would respectfully urge your Board to make the
Matilija Dam Ecosystem Restoration Project a high priority by disbursing up to $4.5 million to the
Ventura County Watershed Protection to implement pre-construction elements of the Project.

Sincerely,

ELTON GALLEGLY
Member of Congress
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May 21, 2008

Mr. Doug Bosco, Chair
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 11" Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

RE: MATILIJA DAM ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION PROJECT (FILE #99-099)
JUNE 5, 2008 AGENDA

Dear Chair Bosco;

| am pleased to support the staff recommendation for the Matilija Dam Ecosystem
Restoration Project, which will authorize the disbursement of up to $4.5 million to
the Ventura County Watershed Protection District to implement pre-construction
elements of the Matilija Dam removal project. Removal of the dam will address
coastal and watershed resource protection, habitat restoration, endangered species
recovery, public recreation, and coastal sediment management.

Constructed in 1947 by the Ventura County Watershed Protection District, Matilija
Dam was intended to provide a local water supply for agricultural needs, while
offering limited flood protection for downstream communities. During its 50-year
lifespan, the build-up of sediment behind the dam has undemmined both of these
original functions. Additionally, the dam is a barrier to fish passage, blocking 17
miles of the historically pristine spawning and rearing habitat of the endangered
southern steelhead trout.

In June 2001, the US Army Corps of Engineers, in partnership with the Ventura
County Watershed Protection District, initiated a feasibility study to assess the
extent of federal interest in removing the dam and restoring the ecosystem. The
feasibility study was completed in December 2004. In July 2005, the team initiated
the design phase of the project.

The plan to remove the dam and restore the ecosystem is actively supported by
local, state, and federal agencies, non-governmental agencies, and numerous
citizens committed to protecting their community’s natural resources. The
expeditious removal of Matilija Dam will provide for the recovery of California’s
endangered southern steelhead trout, the restoration of historic outdoor recreational
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CCC Matilija Dam Project
May 20, 2008
Page 2

opportunities, and replenishment of Ventura County’s coastal beaches. | commend
the efforts of the California Coastal Conservancy to move this project forward. As a
representative of the state, the Conservancy has played a key stakeholder role in
the success of this project.

| fully support the staff recommendation and respectfully urge the Board to make the
Matilija Dam Ecosystem Restoration Project a high priority by voting to disburse
funds to implement struction elements of the Project.

"RUNNER, JR.
r/ 17" District
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Jeff Pratt
District Director

May 19, 2008 Gerhardt Hubner

Water/Environmental Resources

Peter Sheydayi

. Design/Constructi
Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairman g on

California State Coastal Conservancy Plann?:g;?Fi{Zg\{fl‘z:?oans/
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor h Tom Lagier
Oakland, CA 94612 Operations/Maintenance

Subject:  Letter of Request: Matilija Dam Ecosystem Restoration Program
(File No. 99-099), June 5, 2008 Agenda

Dear Mr. Bosco:

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 31251.2(a) of the California Public Resources Code,
the Ventura County Watershed Protection District (District) (as the local agency having
jurisdiction over the project area) requests the State Coastal Conservancy to assist the
District in undertaking the Matilija Dam Ecosystem Restoration Program.

The proposed project is described in the Coastal Conservancy staff recommendation to be
heard by your board on June 5, 2008.

The proposed project has the full support of the District, as well as the Board of
Supervisors of the County of Ventura, and on behalf of the District, I would ask the
Coastal Conservancy to undertake this project and urge your support of the proposed
$4,500,000 grant to the District to help fund it.

Thank you for your consideration.

JP/BT/thb/I\Lir of Request for Matilija Program for Coastal Conservancy - 5.19.08.doc

800 South Victoria Avenue ¢ Ventura, California 93009-1610
(805) 654-2001 » Fax (805) 654-3350 » http://www.vcwatershed.org
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THE OJAI VALLEY LAND CONSERVANCY
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Board of Directors

J. Roger Essick,
President
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Victoria Breen
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Cari Guerrero
Paula Power
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Barbara Washburn

Staff

Fred Fox. Executive
Director

Stevie Adams
Rick Bisaccia
Sherry Doyle

Sheri Mayta
Lynn Malone

Derek Poultney

Tax ID#77-0169682

P.O. Box 1092 Ojai, CA 93024 Phone: (805) 649-6852 Fax: (805) 649-8913 email address:ovic@ovlc.org www.ovlc.org

Working to protect the Ojai Valley's future— today

May 22, 2008

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairman,
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, California 94612

RE:  Matilija Dam Ecosystem Restoration Program
(File No. 99-099) June 5, 2008 agenda

Dear Mr. Bosco:

Ojai Valley Land Conservancy supports the Matilija Dam Ecosystem
Restoration Project, which involves the removal of the Matilija Dam on Matilija
Creek, a tributary of the Ventura River in Ventura County. Removal of the dam
will restore fish passage to historic spawning and rearing habitat for southern
steelhead in the upper watershed. Properly implemented, it will also restore
natural sediment transport downstream and improve sand replenishment at
beaches along the coast. When the Project is fully and appropriately
implemented, the Ventura River watershed and its related estuarine and ocean
habitats offshore will more closely resemble historic conditions.

Ojai Valley Land Conservancy supports disbursement of up to four
million five hundred thousand dollars ($4,500,000) from California Coastal
Conservancy to the Ventura County Watershed Protection District to implement
several elements of the Matilija Dam Ecosystem Restoration Project, including
acquisition of the Matilija Hot Springs Property, preparation of engineering
designs for two bridge components, and related pre-construction costs associated
with the two bridge components.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
WJM

Fred L. Fox
Executive Director
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