
-_u -- -

STATE CAPITOL
PO. BOX 942849

SACRAMENTO, CA 94249-0001
PH (916) 319-2001

FAX (916) 319-2101
DISTRICT OFFICES:

50 D STREET, SUITE 450
SANTA ROSA, CA 95404

PH (707) 576-2526
FAX (707) 576-2297

31 1 N. STATE STREET
UKIAH, CA 95482

PH (707) 463-5770
FAX (707) 463-5773

235 4TH STREET, SUITE C
EUREKA, CA 95501
PH (707) 445-7014
FAX (707) 445-6607

~ssrmhl\!
QIalifntuia~rgislatutr

COMMmEES:

AGING & LONG-TERM CARE, CHAIR
BUDGET SUB #1,

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES, CHAIR
BUDGET

HEALTH
INSURANCE

PATTY BERG
ASSEMBLYMEMBER, FIRST DISTRICT

March 25,2008

Chairman Douglas Bosco
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13thFloor
Oakland, CA 94612-2530

Dear Chairman Bo~: ~ ~
I am pleased to offer my support for Tolowa Dunes Stewards' proposal to support
education and restoration resources for Tolowa Dunes State Park, Lake Earl Wildlife
Area, and Point St. George.

The project area is one of California's coastal gems, with over 11,000 combined acres
that includes ten miles of open undeveloped beachfront, ancient sand dunes, pine and
sitka forests, and a vast wetlands complex. The 5,500 acre Lake Earl Coastal Lagoon,
situated on the Pacific Flyway, provides nesting habitat for thousands of migratory ducks,
waterfowl, and songbirds. Eleven federal and state listed threatened and endangered
species are-found there as well.

The Stewards have a record of successful partnerships with the Department of Fish &
Game and State Parks to provide much-needed restoration projects and educational
programs. This project will build on that success to protect these resources and increase
public education and access to this beautiful area.

I urge your favorable consideration of Tolowa Dunes Stewards' proposal. If I can
provide any further information, please do not hesitate to co_ntactme.

Respectfully,

V3~ c&.(
PATTY BERG
Assemblywoman, 1st District

cc: JDeborah'Hirst, Project Manager, State Coastal Conservancy
-Susan Calla, Tolowa Dunes-Stewards --
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State of California- The ResourcesAqency

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

http://www.dfg.ca.gov

ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER.Governor

NORTHERNREGION
601 Locust Street

Redding, CA 96001
(530) 225-2300

April 2, 2008

Chairman Douglas Bosco
California State Coastal Conservancy
Attention: Deborah Hirst, Project Manager
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612-2530

Dear Chairman Bosco:

Support for Tolowa Dunes Stewards Coastal Conservancy Application

The Tolowa Dunes Stewards and their partner, the North Coast Redwood
Interpretive Association, have worked cooperatively with the Department of Fish
and Game (Department) at the Lake Earl Wildlife Area (LEWA) in Del Norte
County for several years.

Public use programs have been developed by the Tolowa Dunes
Stewards on State land (which includes California State Parks and Recreation
holdings) at Lake Earl that incorporate guided walks for bird and wildlife viewing,
plant identification, and general ecology. These activities promote and highlight
the natural resource values of LEWA and surrounding coastal environments. As
the Tolowa Dunes Stewards are filling a need for public education on the LEWA,
the Department contributes in-kind support for these types of programs by
donating public meeting and visitor center space.

The Department fully supports the Tolowa Dunes Stewards grant
application to the California State Coastal Conservancy for the development of a
comprehensive trail/access guide, construction of interpretive signs, and
implementation of habitat restoration projects at the LEWA.

If you need any further information regarding the Department's support for
the Tolowa Dunes Stewards' grant application, please contact Senior
Environmental Scientist Supervisor Ms. Karen Kovacs at (707) 441-5789.

ec: See Page Two
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Sincerely,

lIad $-
~GARY B. STACEY

Regional Manager
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Chairman Douglas Bosco
April 2, 2008
Page Two

ec: Ms. Karen Kovacs
Messrs. Richard Callas, Robert Smith, and Charles Bartolotta
Department of Fish and Game
kkovacs@dfq.ca.qov, rcallas@dfq.ca.qov, rsmith@dfq.ca.qov,
cbartolotta@dfg.ca.gov
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F~b. 23 200803:38PM Pi-
Stateof California.TheResourcesAgency Arnold $chwarzenegger,Governor

RuthColeman,DirectorDEPARTMENTOF PARKSAND RECREATION

~ REDWOODCOASTSECTOR
1111 Second 81.
Crescent City, CA 95531
(707) 465-7332

February 5, 2008

Deborah Hirst, Project Manager
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 131bFloor

Oakland, CA 94612-2530

Dear Ms. Hirst,:

RE: Support for Tolown Dunes Stl."'Wardsproposal to California State Coastal Conservancy

1am writing to convey my support for the California State Coastal Conservancy funding
proposaI being submitted by the Tolowa Dunes Stewards, located in Del Norte County. The
Stewards have been making significant contributions over the last four years ,to coastaI
conservation, restoration, and education. We at California State Parks welcome the potential
opportW1ityfi)r them to work with us, other state and county land managers, and the local
Tolowa sovereign nations for an overall planning process to enhance public access and increase
interpretive opportunities, as well as iJ11plementmore conservation and restoration projects
within Tolowa Dunes State Park.

ToIowa Dunes State Park is one of our newest parks, established five years ago because
of its outstanding. natural and culturdl n:sourees. Unfortunately it is sorely under-funded. This
Park currently has only one Ranger and intermittent support staff. It also has no accurate trail
map or informational handouts, is without adequate restroom or camping facilities, designated
picnic areas, sigI1edtrails, or outdoor interpretive displays. However, be;cause of the dedicated
eftorts of the Stewards and our parks' cooperating partner North Coast Redwood Interpretive
Association, four years of summer interpretive and educational programs have taken place with
more than one thousand visitors attending these events. The Tolowa Dunes Stewards and a corps
of dedicated vo1unteers originated from these efforts.

The lush naturalbiodiversityof ToIowaDunesStatePark deservesfar greaterpublic
recognitionand viSibilitythan it has receivedso far.This Park alsohas significantissues,
primarilywith invasiveplant" poaching,and illegaloff road vehicleviolations,wherea well
thoughtout andplannedpublic educationprogramand interpretivesignagenetworkwouldbe
extremelyhelpful.

We have alreadycommittedstaff timeto worktogetherwithTolowaDunesStewardsand
the NationalPark Service's Rivers,Trails~and ConservationAssistanceProgramto develop
overall interpretivethemes andan accessenhancementstrategy,whicJ:1would be the first step
towards increasedpublic awarenessand ~tcwardship.it willhopefullycontributeto more
recognitionand figcalsupportat the state level tor this coastalgem andthus will hopefuHy
acceleratethe ultimateimplementationof that plan.
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Specifically,toward this proposedproject, we have committedthe time of our staff to the
strategy process (Superintendent,SupervisoryRanger, DistrictLandscapeArchitect,and
Interpretive Specialist)and the archeologysurveys ;mdpermitsneeded for dune restoration
(District Archeologistand VegetationManagcmcnt/EnvironmentalSpecialistto overseesurvey
crews and monitor's and assist with permit applications).

We both need and welcOmethe StateCoastalConservancy's assistanceas it will
co~plemcnt work already in place to enhancerecreationalpossibilitiesand foster increased
stewardshipof this new Park and its rich resources. Thank you for your considerationof this
vital work.

effBomke,
Acting State Park Superintendent
Redwood Coast Sector
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Kara Brundin
Miller
Chairperson

[}enisePadgette
Vice Chairperson

Sharyne R. Harper
Council Secretary

Joel Bravo
Treasurer

Marian Lopez
Council Member

Brock Richards
Council Member

Joseph Giovannetti
Council Member

R.ussCrabtree
Tribal
\.dministrator

Smith River Rancheria
140 Rowdy Creek Rd, Smith River, CA 95567-9525

Ph: (707) 487-9255 Fax: (707) 487-0930

March 4, 2008

Deborah Hirst, Project Manager
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13thFloor

Oakland, CA 94612-2530

Dear Ms. Hirst:

This letter, submitted on behalf of the Smith River Rancheria Tribal
Council, supports the funding proposal submitted to the State Coastal
Conservancy by Tolowa Dunes Stewards and Sandra Jerabek, program
manager. This grant if awarded will provide needed funding for
interpretation, conservation and restoration projects that will increase
appreciation and protection for the ancestral, sacred lands of the Tolowa
people in the contiguous area now known as Tolowa Dunes State Park
and Lake Earl Wildlife Area.

Although these lands are under the management of the state
agencies, California State Parks and California Fish and Game, we have
been concerned for many years that some of our most sacred areas and
village sites have been severely compromised and degraded due to
pedestrian and equestrian traffic. This proposal, if accepted, will also
provide a process whereby we can address concerns about inappropriate
recreational access. When the Rancheria reaches agreement with the
other agencies regarding coastal trail alignment at Point St. George, we
hope that this area will be connected to the project for the purposes of
authentic cultural interpretation.

We welcome the opportunity to participate as partners in a process
intended to interpret the area as a whole, protect its cultural and natural
values, and enhance public access. It is important to us that authentic
Tolowa cultural and historic background information as well as Tolowa

Waa-saa-ghitlh-'a~ Wee-ni Naa-ch 'aa-ghitlh-ni
Our Heritage Is Why WeAre Strong
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names of areas and trails are used in the planned publications, website, trails map and
access guide, and/or interpretive signage located in appropriate places.

Since the entire project area is archeologically significant to the Tolowa, we are
pleased that this grant will provide funding for archeological surveys, cultural monitors
and permits before any restoration work is initiated. We also concur with the exotic
plant removal/restoration work planned under this proposal as vital and necessary to
return the dunes to their original configuration, thus rescuing sensitive habitat for native
plants and dune species.

To demonstrate our support, the Rancheria is pleased to contribute the time of
tribal members and staff associated with the Culture Committee to partner in planning
for interpretation, conservation and restoration projects during this two year period.
Further, we appreciate that the project will compensate tribal cultural monitors during
archeological surveys, and would like to offer an in-kind match of monitor services
equivalent to about a quarter of the total compensation. Finally, the Rancheria looks
forward to the possibility of involving our summer tribal youth employment program
when the actual hands-on dune restoration phase of the project is reached.

Kara 'Brundin Milrer
Tribal Council Chairperson
Smith River Rancheria

RECEIVED
MAR1 9 7008

COASTALCONSERVANGY
OAKlAND,CALIF.
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E.lkValle,y
Kancheria,
California

May 8, 2008

Chairman Douglas Bosco
California State Coastal Conservancv
1330Broadway,13thFloor '

Oakland, CA 94612-2530

(,

2))2 Howland Hill Road

Cre~cent Cit'y, CA 955) 1

Fhone: 707.4-64-.4-680
Fax: 707.4-65.26)8

rancheria@elk-valle'y.com

Dear Mr. Bosco:

The Elk Valley Rancheria, California, a federally recognized Indian Tribe (hereinafter "Tribe")
supports the funding proposal submitted to the State Coastal Conservancy by Tolowa Dunes Stewards and
Sandra Jerabek, program manager. The grant will provide the funding necessary for several worthy
interpretative, conservation and restoration projects that will increase appreciation and protection of Tolowa
Dunes State Park and Lake Earl Wildlife Area. Though today these lands are under the management of
California State Parks and California Fish and Game, they are part of our ancestral territory. Many Tribal
members have direct connections to the villages in the immediate area, and we are deeply committed to the
preservation of these places.

Over the years the Tribe has been concerned that our sacred areas and village sites have suffered
significant impacts due to several factors including looting, animal grazing and pedestrian and equine traffic.
Preservation and planning projects at Tolowa Dunes and Lake Earl Wildlife Area have been historically
under funded, and this proposal, if accepted, will facilitate a much needed process whereby we can address
concerns about inappropriate recreational access.

The Tribe looks forward to working in partnership with the land managing agencies, the Coastal
Conservancy, and the Smith River Rancheria on future projects related to cultural and natural resource
preservation, archaeological survey, interpretation, exotic plant removal, and public access. The Tolowa
Dunes Stewards have put together a well thought out multi-year proposal and we commend their
commitment and continued efforts to protect and preserve this very special place.

Sincerely,

t;:w.~'
Dale Miller
Tribal Council Chairman

Elk Valley Rancheria, California

RECEIVED
MAY1 2 2008

VOASTAlOONSERVANGY
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