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April 21, 2008

Doug Bosco, Chair
Governing Board
State Coastal Conservancy
1330Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Chairperson Bosco:

I am writing to express my strong support for the Coastal Conservancy's efforts to
remove the San Clemente Dam on the Carmel River in Monterey County.

In the past, I supported the Coastal Conservancy's funding oftechnical studies to
determine if removal of the San Clemente Dam was both environmentally feasible and
cost effective. Conservancy staff has since made great progress in working with
California American Water and the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to
confirm the feasibility of the Carmel River Reroute and San Clemente Dam Removal
Project (CRRDR).

I believe the CRRDR serves as the best long-term solution for the ratepayers of the
Monterey Peninsula and the ecology of the Carmel River. The CRRDR project
represents a remarkable opportunity for public and private interests to work together to
remove the antiquated dam and initiate a watershed restoration process that will revitalize
the Carmel River. The project's benefits also include:

. mitigating the dam stability concerns by removing the dam completely and
rerouting the Carmel River;

. promoting the recovery of the South-CentralCalifornia Coast Steelhead
population by removing a barrier to approximately 25 miles of upstream
spawning and rearing habitat;. re-establishing a natural sedimentregime, thereby reducing the beach and river
channel erosion that has occurred; and. providing new recreational opportunities for the public through the transfer of
approximately 900 acres of watershed lands to public ownership.
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I am confident that the Coastal Conservancy,working in conjunctionwith California
American Water Company, NMFS and others, will successfully carry out this project.
For these reasons, I fully support the CRRDR.

Sincerely,

er~ltW-cl
JOHN LAIRD, Assemblymember
27th District

JL:cf
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February 4, 2008

Sam Schuchat
ExecU!ivcDirector
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Support for Carmel River Reroute and San Clemente Dam Removal Project as
Preferred Dam Safety Project Alternative

Dem'Sam:

As Senator of the IS\hDistTict,which includes the Carmel River watershed, I am writing
to express my support the State Coastal Conservancy's efforts to make the Cannel Rivcr
ReroUteand San Clemente Dam Rcmoval Project (CRRDR) the preferred darn safety
project alternative.

The Carmel River in Monterey County, California represents one of the best oPPorlunities for
river restoration on California's Central Coast. Flowing through the Vcntana Wilderness and
the Los Padres National Forest, the Cannel River provides essential habitat for federally~
threatened steelhead trout and California red-legged frog, and otlu:r imponant species.
Since 1921,however,the CarmelRiverand itswildlife resourceshavebeenimpactedby San
Clemerne Dam. As a result of the dam, the Camlel River suffers acceJerated erosion, the once
vibrant stee1head run has dramatically decreased, and lives and property below the dam are
threatcned with dam collapsl;:and the potential for inundation by sediment currently trapped
behind the dam.

The CRRDR project represents an extraordinary opportunity for public and private interests
to work together to remove the antiquatt:d dam and initiate a watershed reswration process
thm will bring this river back to life. The project's benefits also contribute a tremendous
amount to the health and welfare o[th~ local community by:

(1) Mitigating the dam stability concerns by removing the dam completely and
rerouting the Carmel River;

(2) Promoting thc recovery of the SOllth-CentralCalifornia Coast Steelht:ad
population by removing a ban;er to approximately 25 miles of upstream
spawning and rearing habitat;

(3) Rc-establishing a narural sediment regime, and thereby reducing the beach and
river channel erosion that ha.soccurred; and
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(4) Providing new recreational opportunities for the public through the transfer of
approximately 900 acres of watershed lands to public ownership.

.1am confident thar the Coastal Conservancy, working in co~iunction with California
American Water Company and the other project partners, can carry out this project
successfully and, therefore wish to support your efforts to have the Depamnent of Water
Resources select it as the preferred project in their filing of the Notice of Completion for
the EIR/EIS.

l......

cc:

Lester Snow,
Director, Califol11iaDeparlment of Water Resources

Kent Turner

President - American Water - Western Region
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Carmel River Watershed Conservancy
PO Box 223833

Carmel, CA 93922-3833

Officers: Clive Sanders, President

Paul Bruno, Vice-President

Patricia Bernardi, Treasurer

Lorin Letendre, Secretary, CRlC

Phone: 831-375-5376 Fax: 831.-655-4830
E-mail: crwcsteelhead@pacbell.net
Web Page http://V'NIW.carmelriverwatershed.oro

Board: Mary Jane Hammerland, HELM
Members: Jack Hammerland, Alternate

Monica Hunter, PCl
Robert Zampatti

February 5, 2008
Mr. Sam Schuchat
Executive Director

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

RE: Support for San Clemente Dam Removal and Reroute Project

Dear Mr. Schuchat:

The Carmel River Watershed Conservancy (CRWC) supports the State Coastal Conservancy's proposed project to
remove the San Clemente Dam on the Carmel River in Monterey County. CRWC has in recent years conducted
hydrological and biological studies ofthe watershed, and organized a community effort to support implementation of
the Carmel River Watershed Action Plan (2005) identifying priority problems and goals for restoration of the river and
watershed resources. In this effort, CRWC and the Planning and Conservation League Foundation (PCLF) jointly
published the Supplemental Carmel River Watershed Action Plan (March 2007), funded in part by the State Coastal
Conservancy, to further assess watershed scale problems related to the dam and impacts to wildlife habitat.

Through this effort we have gained an understanding that removal of the dam would result in many more benefits and
environmental gains than the other solutions proposed in the San Clemente Dam Seismic Safety Project EIRIEIS. Our
support for the dam removal project has grown over time in part due to our efforts to better understand the range of
dam-related impacts and disruption to the ecological integrity of the river resulting from the presence of the dam. The
key problems identified include fish passage, seasonal fish transport, impacts to riparian vegetation and stream
stability, and loss of continuity of essential wildlife habitat impacting key species that include threatened steelhead
trout.

We also wish to underscore the fact that the dam removal and river reroute project was initially proposed through a
process that considered local knowledge of the river combined with technical assessments of viable options to stabilize
the sediment above the dam structure. It is our belief that after many years of consideration, the dam removal and river
reroute project presents the best solution to eliminate the seismic threat posed by the dam, and also provides broader
environmental gains for the community and for the state as a whole.

Sincerely,

!~~~
ClIveSander~
President, "CarmelRiver Watershed Conservancy

501@(3)NonprofitCorporation.TaxID# 77-05488691
Page 1
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Cc: Governor Schwarzenegger, Senator Abel Maldonado, Assmblyman John
Laird, Congressman Sam Farr, Monica Hunter and Resource Agency Secretary
Mike Chrisman
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From: Roger Williams
To: tchapman@scc.ca.gov; 
Subject: Support letter for S. Clemete re-route
Date: Wednesday, April 16, 2008 11:44:46 AM

 
 
 
 
 

CARMEL RIVER STEELHEAD ASSOCIATION
P. O. Box 1183

Monterey, CA 93940
 

April 15, 2008  
 
Douglas Bosco, Chair
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway
Oakland, CA 94612
 
Re:  Carmel River Steelhead Association letter of support for the Carmel River 
San Clemente Dam re-route project.
 
Dear Chairman Bosco:
 
Our organization, the Carmel River Steelhead Association, has worked for over 35 
years to restore the Carmel River. We have rescued many hundreds of thousands 
of wild steelhead. Our volunteers have spent thousands of man hours to restore 
habitat in the Carmel River Watershed. We have secured hundreds of thousands of 
grant dollars to make stream and fish passage improvements.
 
It is with the experience borne of decades of unselfish work on this environmental 
recovery that we make a very strong request for your assistance. Please support 
the San Clemente Dam Re-Route option as proposed in the recently released 
Environmental Impact Report for San Clemente Dam Seismic Retrofit. 
 
This is a rare opportunity for California to restore the health of a local ecosystem 
and public environmental resource. Wildlife will be positively influenced for 
many decades to come as will the economic benefit that a healthy fishery 
represents to local businesses and communities. Please join us in giving your full 
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and unqualified support to this landmark project to restore the free flow of the 
Carmel River.
 
Sincerely, on behalf of the Board of Directors,
 
 
 
Roy Thomas
President, Carmel River Steelhead Association
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Steven L. Evans 
Conservation Director 

Friends of the River 
915 20th Street, Sacramento CA 95814 

Phone: (916) 442-3155, Ext. 221 
Email: sevans@friendsoftheriver.org 

 
 
 

 
 

 
April 21, 2008   
 
The Honorable Douglas Bosco 
Chair, California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Re:  Support for the Carmel River San Clemente Dam Re-route Option 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco: 
 

Friends of the River has been dedicated to preserving and restoring California's rivers, streams, 
and their watersheds for 35 years.  We believe the Carmel River is an extraordinary waterway 
and the San Clemente Dam Re-Route option would greatly improve the state of this river for 
wildlife and Monterey county residents alike.  Please support the San Clemente Dam Re-Route 
option as proposed in the recently released Environmental Impact Report for San Clemente Dam 
Seismic Retrofit Project.  
 
This is a rare opportunity for California to restore the health of a local ecosystem and 
public resource. Fish and wildlife will be positively influenced for many decades to 
come as will the economic benefit that a healthy fishery represents to local businesses 
and communities. Please join us in giving your full and unqualified support to this 
landmark project to restore the free flow of the Carmel River. 
 
Sincerely, 
  

 
 
Steven L. Evans 
Conservation Director 
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March 27, 2008

Doug Bosco, Chainnan
Board of Directors

California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

Subject: Support for the Carmel River Reroute and San Clemente Dam Removal
Project

Dear Chainnan Bosco:

The Monterey Peninsula Water Management District (MPWMD) Board of Directors would like
to express support for the California Coastal Conservancy's (CCC) proposal to reroute the main
stem of the Cannel River and remove the outdated and unsafe San Clemente Dam. The District
is concerned, however, that this project should be achieved in such a manner so as to not
diminish or otherwise compromise water rights, including pre-1914 water rights, associated with
San Clemente Dam. MPWMD's mission is to manage, augment, and protect water resources for
the benefit of the community and the environment. MPWMD recognizes that the CCC
alternative presents a unique opportunity to remove the threat to public safety that this dam poses
while also improving conditions in the river for aquatic species for which MPWMD has active
management programs. In particular, the bypass project would complement efforts by MPWMD
to improve steelhead habitat along the river and to rear steelhead at our nearby Sleepy Hollow
Steelhead Rearing Facility (SHSRF). The project would also reconnect a significant portion of
the upper watershed with the lower reaches of the Cannel River, where MPWMD has
implemented intensive streambank and floodplain restoration programs.

We encourage the CCC to continue to pursue this project, and we look forward to working with
your organization during the final project design to incorporate MPWMD's interests in
maintaining and operating the SHSRF facilities. If you wish to discuss the project with
MPWMD staff, please contact Larry Hampson at (831) 659-2543 or Kevan Urquhart at (831)
658-5643.

S~l~
Judi Lehman
Chair of the Board

cc: Paula Landis, Chief, San Joaquin District, Department of Water Resources'

Craig Anthony, General Manager/Central Division, California American WateR EeEl VED
Trish Chapman, Project Manager, State Coastal Conservancy

MPWMD Board of Directors APR0 3 2008
U:\Darby\wp\caJam\scd\ccc _supporUtr - 27mar08.doc COASTALCONSERVANCY

OAKLAND,CALIF.
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