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PEDRO NAVA
ASSEMBLYMEMBER, THIRTY-FIFTH DISTRICT

August 18, 2008

Doug Bosco, Chair
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1330
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Support for Audubon California's proposal to the CA Coastal Conservancy for a Lower Santa
Ynez River Restoration Feasibility Study

Dear Mr. Bosco:

I am writing to support funding from the California Coastal Conservancy to Audubon California for
preparation of a feasibility study to assess potential restoration actions to enhance the ecological
functions of the Lower Santa Ynez River.

The Santa Ynez River and estuary have been identified in the Certified Local Coastal Program of Santa
Barbara County as environmentally sensitive habitat areas which should be preserved and restored.
The Santa Ynez River Valley and the estuary near Vandenberg Air Force Base (VAFB) are
particularly important bird areas. This area supports one of the most significant and little-studied
riparian systems in central California, and one of the two best examples oflowland riparian habitat in
Santa Barbara County, It also supports one of the few remaining functional estuaries on the California
coastline.

A unique opportunity exists for VAFB and the City of Lompoc to restore a rare coastal ecosystem and
improve habitat for declining estuarine dependent species. Furthermore, the Santa Ynez River was
historically one of the largest steelhead runs in Southern California. Restoration could increase
opportunities for local citizens and tourists to appreciate the river and estuary through fishing, bird
watching, environmental education, and other activities.

I urge you to support Audubon California and La Purisima Audubon Society and partners Vandenberg
Air Force Base and PRBO Conservation Science in their effort to investigate the potential to restore
and enhance the lower Santa Ynez River and estuary in order to enhance willow riparian and tidal
marsh habitat. Preparation of a plan will help identify future funding needs and partnerships and
identify steps in the first phase of estuary restoration that may help guide long term river restoration
efforts.

Sincerely,

~a
Assemblymember, 35thDistrict
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Printedon Recycled Paper
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
30TH SPACE WING (AFSPC)

5 August 2008

Ms. Beatrice L. Kephart
30 CES/CEV
1028 Iceland Avenue
Vandenberg AFB CA 93437-6010

Doug Bosco, Chair
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1330
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Bosco

Vandenberg Air Force Base (VAFB) strongly supports a feasibility study regarding "Assessment of
Potential Restoration Actions to Enhance the Ecological Functions of the Lower Santa Ynez River," as
proposed by Audubon California, La Purisima Audubon and other potential partners.

The feasibility study is intended to:

a. Investigate the potential to restore the lower Santa Ynez River channel and estuary in order to
enhance willow riparian (500 acres) and tidal marsh habitat (250 acres) within the estuary. Their goal is to
enhance the ecological value for migratory and wintering shorebirds, endangered species including
Southwestern willow flycatcher and southern steelhead trout, and migratory or wintering land and waterbirds;

b. Prepare a plan for the restoration and enhancement ofthe lower Santa Ynez River, outlining
management objectives, costs, solutions, and long-term monitoring; and

c. Evaluate, secure funding and partnerships, and initiate a first phase of estuary restoration that
may help guide long term river restoration efforts.

At this time, VAFB can only conditionally support the actual river enhancement project until a review of
the feasibility study is completed. While VAFB agrees to the need and value of this project, it is not possible
to commit Federal funding to the project at this time. Staffing and administrative support from VAFB is
available, including providing background data, mapping support and staff attendance at meetings.

Please contact me at (805) 605-7924 or Rhys Evans at (805) 606-4198 if you have any questions or
concerns.

GUARDIANS OF THE HIGH FRONTIER

RECEIVED

AUG0 B 2008

COASTALCONSERVANCY
OAKLAND,CALIF.
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prbo

PRBO Conservation Science

Vandenberg Field Station
205 North H St. Suite 217

Lompoc, CA 93436
(805) 735-7300
www.prbo.org
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6 August 2008

Doug Bosco, Chair
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1330
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Bosco,

I am writing to endorse the feasibility study entitled, "Assessment of Potential Restoration
Actions to Enhance the Ecological Functions ofthe Lower Santa Ynez River," as proposed by
Audubon California and the La Purisima Audubon Society (LPAS). PRBO Conservation
Science (pRBO) strongly supports this study because it will pave the way toward restoring vital
estuarine habitat in central California. The Lower Santa Ynez River is not only an Audubon
designated 'Important Bird Area,' it is also one of the few remaining natural estuaries in
California.

PRBO looks forward to continuing our partnership with Audubon California and LPAS to seek
additional funding for the feasibility study and a monitoring program to assess the efficacy of any
restoration activities. Together, we have secured $7,800 to initiate a citizen science monitoring
program that will investigate shorebird abundances beginning in September 2008. Our goal is to
expand this program to include other avian groups such as waterfowl and marsh birds. We have
also applied for funding through National Audubon's Together Green Innovative Grant program
and we will be applying to the Santa Barbara Foundation and other potential sources.

Founded in 1965 as Point Reyes Bird Observatory, PRBO is a non-profit organization dedicated
to wildlife conservation. With over 125 staff and seasonal scientists, PRBO applies bird ecology
studies to conserve birds, other wildlife and ecosystems in western North America, the north
Pacific Ocean and beyond. PRBO has developed a strong working relationship with Vandenberg
Air Force Base (VAFB) through an expansive seabird project initiated in 1999. VAFB has
recognized the importance of the Lower Santa Ynez River project and expressed support for the
collaborative efforts of Audubon California, LPAS, and PRBO.

If you have any questions regarding PRBO's support and involvement in this program, please do
not hesitate to contact me: (805) 735-7300, drobinette@prbo.org.

Sincerely,

k~
Dan Robinette

Vandenberg Seabird Program Manager
PRBO, Marine Ecology Division
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