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Re: Hare Creek Beach Acquisition (File No. 08-001-01)

Dear Mr. Bosco:

I strongly support the Mendocino Land Trust's application for funds to assist with the acquisition
of Hare Creek Beach in Fort Bragg. The Land Trust, which has a proven and respected track
record in Mendocino County, intends to pennanently manage the property. It will be seeking
community support for an endowment to steward the land and its uses.

Hare Creek is an important local resource for many reasons. It supports steelhead and Coho
salmon spawning. The adjacent beach is a resting and feeding site for many migratory bird
species. Additionally, the local community and visitors have long enjoyed the beach for
recreation.

The Land Trust holds a public access easement on the property immediately to the north of the
beach parcel. It will continue to work to ensure that this coastal access easement will become a
segment of the California Coastal Trail.

The Land Trust has opened more coastal access sites than any other land conservation
organization in the state, has an experiencedstaff,and has an excellent reputation for providing
public access to the natural beauty of the California coast. Ensuring public access will be a great
benefit to the residents of Mendocino County, tOurists,and to the success of the local economy.

Thank you for your consideration of this very worthy proposal and for your continued support of
public access and coastal conservation in California.

Sincerely,

}r1dL ~
MIKE THOMPSON

Member of Congress
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cc: James R. Bernard, Mendocino Land Trust
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