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State of California - The Resources Agency

DEPARTMENTOFFISHANDGAME

http://www.dfg.ca.gov

ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor

POST OFFICE BOX 47
YOUNTVILLE, CALIFORNIA 94599
(707) 944-5500

September 5, 2008

Douglas Bosco, Chair
California State Coastal Conservancy
San Francisco Bay Area Conservancy Program
1330 Broadway, 13thFloor
Oakland, California 94612

Dear Mr. Bosco:

Subject: Department of Fish and Game Support Letter for Austin Creek Integrated
Watershed Restoration Program, Sonoma County

This letter is in regards to the Sotoyome Resource Conservation District's (SRCD)
request for funding for the Austin Creek IntegratedWatershed Restoration Program
(IWRP). The Department of Fish and Game (DFG) wants to express our support for this
proposal, and believes the program to be an important step to assist in the recovery of
endangered Coho salmon, in one of the last refuges in the Russian River watershed,
Austin Creek.

The SRCD has partnered with DFG in numerous restoration and recovery projects, and
has established itself as a competent conservation partner specifically in Austin Creek
by implementing a baseline monitoring study, and a thorough watershed assessment of
natural resources based on historic and current land use records. SRCD has also
provided effective education and outreach to landowners and residents regarding water
quality and watershed health in Austin Creek.

State Coastal Conservancy funding will support a second phase of work to determine
specific sediment sources on 55 miles of rural roads, a high priority recommendation in
the DFG Russian River Basin Plan. Additionally, funding would complete the Lower
Austin Creek Migration Improvement Project (LACMIP), a unique partnership between
gravel mining interests, government agencies, local residents, and non-governmental
organizations. DFG has been involved in the LACMIP since its inception and its
successful implementation remains a high priority for DFG, and a target in the Recovery

ConservingCa{ifomia}sWift[{ifeSina 1870
~

Exhibit 3:  Project Letters



Daniel Bosco
September 5, 2008
Page 2

Strategy for California Coho Salmon. For these reasons, DFG urges your support in
providing funding for the Austin Creek IWRP, an important project to improve water
quality and habitat for State Endangered and Federally Threatened Salmonids.

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Bob Coey, Senior Fisheries Biologist, at
(707) 944-5582 or BCoey@dfg.ca.gov.

~
Charles Armor
Regional Manager
Bay Delta Region

cc: Kara Heckert
Sotoyome Resource Conservation District
Post Office Box 11526

Santa Rosa, CA 95406
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COASTALCONSERVANCY
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July 15, 2008 
 
Douglas Bosco, Chair 
California State Coastal Conservancy 
San Francisco Bay Area Conservancy Program 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco: 
  
Please accept this letter in support of the Sotoyome Resource Conservation District's (SRCD) 
request for funding to the California State Coastal Conservancy for the Austin Creek Integrated 
Watershed Restoration Program. The SRCD’s program is strongly grounded in science and 
engages the community in meaningful ways in the recovery of endangered Salmonid species. 
Austin Creek watershed is one of the last, high quality refuges for anadromous salmonids in the 
Russian River watershed. While far from pristine, the Austin Creek watershed has fewer threats to 
Coho habitat than any tributary to the Russian River and is one of the largest contributors to the 
Russian’s overall Coho population. The Austin Creek watershed is also part of a larger coastal 
proposal that SRCD will be submitting for North Coast Integrated Regional Water Management 
Plan (IRWMP) planning implementation funding in the next funding cycle. As staff to the North 
Coast IRWMP, it is clear that the SCRDC is eligible to apply for the NCIRWMP funds (which focus 
on salmonid recovery), and I will be assisting SRCD to develop their coastal proposal. 
 
In 2006 the SRCD completed the Coastal Tributary Improvement Program, focused on 
establishing baseline monitoring data for several significant tributaries to Austin Creek, assessing 
the natural resources of the watershed based on historic and current land use records, and 
providing education and outreach to landowners and residents regarding water quality and 
watershed health. State Coastal Conservancy funding will support a second phase of work to 
determine specific sediment sources, focusing primarily on 55 miles of unpaved road segments 
and other sources of anthropogenic erosion. The SRCD will work with private landowners, and 
will coordinate efforts with the Sonoma County Transportation and Public Works Department on 
the assessment of county roads currently being conducted by Pacific Watershed Associates 
(PWA) within the watershed, making for a comprehensive first phase of a watershed-wide road 
assessment.  

This project will also include the ongoing implementation of the Lower Austin Creek Migration 
Improvement Program, a unique partnership between gravel mining interests, government 
agencies, local residents, and non-governmental organizations. This innovative program aims to 
facilitate salmonid recovery in conjunction with the Coho Broodstock Program by re-
establishing the habitat conditions necessary for the successful recolonization of coho salmon in 
the watershed.  This will be achieved by actively developing improved hydrologic connectivity 
between Austin Creek and the Russian River, creating alcoves, pools, and instream structures. 
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Sotoyome RCD has a long history of sound conservation planning combined with an equitable 
and even-handed strategy for community involvement. With 92% of the watershed in private 
ownership, landowners and residents must be directly involved in restoration and improved 
stewardship efforts. SRCD has had great success in multiple programs at bringing private 
landowners and people from diverse backgrounds into the planning and implementation 
process. As the former director of the Ecological Services Division for Circuit Rider Productions, 
and a former Associate Director of the Sotoyome RCD, I have had the pleasure of collaborating 
with this vibrant RCD for many years, and am convinced that they are one of the most effective 
conservation organizations in the region. 
 
I strongly urge your support in providing funding for the Austin Creek Integrated Watershed 
Restoration Program as an important strategy to protect endangered and threatened salmonid 
species and water quality. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Karen Gaffney 
CEO/Ecologist 
West Coast Watershed 
 
 
Cc: Kara Heckert, Sotoyome RCD 
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