
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

November 21, 2008 
 

 
 
Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chair 
California State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco:  
 
I am writing to express my strong support for the application by the Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and 
Open Space District and the Sonoma Land Trust to the State Coastal Conservancy for a contribution of $1,500,000 
towards the acquisition of Sonoma Mountain Ranch in Sonoma County. This property is currently on the market and 
without acquisition and protection it could be developed for five home sites and vineyards. 
 
The 283 acre property occupies the very top of Sonoma Mountain, which along with Mount Tamalpais, Mount Diablo, 
and Mount Saint Helena, is one of the defining landscapes of the Bay Area. However, unlike the other peaks, it is not 
yet protected from development for future generations.  
 
Situated in the center of a 5,500 acre complex of protected lands, the property, if purchased, will link the adjacent Jack 
London State Historic Park to hundreds of acres of other protected land. These linkages will provide opportunities for 
increased public access and assure the environmental preservation of the area by allowing for trail connections to the 
North Slope Trail and Jack London State Park.  
 
Securing this property as permanent open space will also maintain critical habitats for at least two species of special 
concern, the foothill yellow legged frog and the Western pond turtle, which may live in the property’s ponds and 
numerous springs. Sonoma Mountain Ranch is also home to four different species of oak, Pacific madrone, bigleaf 
maple, California bay laurel and grassland which support a myriad of birds and other wildlife.  
 
I strongly encourage the Coastal Conservancy to approve this exciting acquisition. It will be a magnificent addition to 
the important conservation work on Sonoma Mountain and protect an important natural resource for years to come.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
JARED HUFFMAN 
Assemblymember, 6th District  
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S O N O M A  E C O L O G Y  C E N T E R  
Working with our community to preserve and enhance SonomaValley’s ecological heritage, 

since 1990. 

 

Sonoma Ecology Center • 20 East Spain Street, Sonoma, CA 95476 • (707) 996-9744 
996-2452 fax •  www.sonomaecologycenter.org • sec@vom.com 

 

Sample Letter of Support to the Coastal Conservancy  
 
November 11, 2008 
 
Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chair 
California State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco:  
 
We are writing to strongly urge the Coastal Conservancy to contribute $1,500,000 towards the 
acquisition of Sonoma Mountain Ranch in Sonoma County. The 283 acre Sonoma Mountain 
Ranch property occupies the very top of Sonoma Mountain and offers a unique opportunity to 
protect this extraordinary mountain top that, along with Mount Tamalpais, Mount Diablo, and 
Mount Saint Helena, is one of the defining landscapes of the Bay Area, but, unlike those 
peaks, is not yet protected for future generations.  
 
The property represents an important piece of the puzzle in efforts to conserve the 
outstanding natural, scenic and recreational resources of Sonoma Mountain.  Once purchased, 
the property will link the adjacent Jack London State Historic Park to hundreds of acres of 
land already protected, ensuring a habitat, open space, scenic and recreation connection on 
Sonoma Mountain. These linkages will assure the continuing viability of oak woodlands, 
grasslands, redwood and fir forests, and stream corridors, while providing opportunities for 
increased public access. Diverse habitats are found on the property including ponds and 
numerous springs, providing habitat for at least two species of special concern including the 
foothill yellow legged frog and the Western pond turtle. Four different species of oak, Pacific 
madrone, bigleaf maple and California bay laurel and grassland support a myriad of birds and 
other wildlife. Views from the 2463 foot peak of Sonoma Mountain are outstanding and 
extend to the Pacific Ocean, Napa County, San Francisco Bay and the coast range.   
 
Sonoma Mountain Ranch also provides a key link for providing increased public access on 
Sonoma Mountain. Situated in the center of a complex of protected lands over 5,500 acres in size, 
it offers the promise of trail connections to the North Slope Trail and Jack London State Park. 
 
This property is currently on the market and, without acquisition and protection, it could be 
developed for 5 home sites and vineyards. We strongly encourage the State Coastal 
Conservance to support this exciting acquisition; this will be a magnificent addition to the 
important conservation work on Sonoma Mountain.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Richard Dale 
Executive Director 
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