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Re: Elkhorn Slough Easement Acceptance and Documentation Program

Dear Ms. Diehl,

On behalf of The Nature Conservancy, I offer our strong support for the Elkhorn Slough
Foundation's (ESF) proposal to the California Coastal Conservancy to fund the Elkhorn Slough
Easement Acceptance and Documentation Program. As you are aware, conservation easements
are a critically important conservation tool that provides important protection under an array of
circumstances. Their effectiveness, however, is based on a number of core activities including
accurate documentation of baseline conditions and regular compliance monitoring.

The Nature Conservancy (TNC) has a great deal of experience acquiring and managing
conservation easements and understands that proper easement documentation and monitoring
require a considerable investment of time and money. We support the proposed grant to ensure
that ESF has adequate resources to develop a program for conservation easement management
that effectively fulfills legal requirements, the expectations of landowners, and current best
practices of the land trust community.

The Nature Conservancy has worked closely with the Elkhorn Slough Foundation since ESF was
founded. For nearly 18 years, ESF has provided the day-to-day management ofTNCs lands at
Elkhorn Slough through an annual contract with TNC. The Nature Conservancy holds the
Elkhorn Slough Foundation in highest regard for its effectiveness and we greatly admire the skill
and dedication of its staff. We are celiain that ESF, if awarded the funds for the easement
program, will excel in their performance to meet the project's goals.

Sincerely,

Laura Smith
Monterey Proj ect Manager
The Nature Conservancy
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