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April 29, 2010 
 
 
Douglas Bosco, State Coastal Conservancy Chair 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA 94612 
Attn: Doug George 
 
 
Dear Chair Bosco, 
 
Please accept my letter of support for Save Our Shores’ proposed Cigarette Litter Abatement 
Pilot Project. The proposed project has a strong probability of success and can provide the state 
with much needed information on the efficacy of cigarette pollution reduction efforts along the 
coast of California. 
 
As manager of the state’s Adopt-A-Beach and Coastal Cleanup Day programs, I have seen over 
the years how damaging cigarette butt pollution can be to our coastal environment. Cigarette 
butts annually represent 40 percent of all the litter our Coastal Cleanup Day volunteers remove 
from the state’s beaches and waterways. The idea that almost half of the visible debris polluting 
our coast could be waylaid through better education and infrastructure directed at smokers 
speaks to the urgent need to test programs such as the one proposed by Save Our Shores. 
 
Save Our Shores has partnered with the California Coastal Commission on its Cleanup programs 
for more than ten years. In that time, the group has proven itself to be an innovator in the field of 
volunteer beach cleanups and in the larger world of marine debris policy and programs. Their 
expert staff has shown time and again their ability to develop inventive approaches towards 
solving intractable problems. They would be an excellent partner in this effort, and can share the 
results of their work broadly through their involvement in a number of statewide marine debris 
programs.  
 
I am happy to offer my endorsement of Save Our Shores’ proposal, and look forward to helping 
to spread the results of their work to other areas of need around the state. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Eben Schwartz 
Statewide Outreach Manager 
California Coastal Commission 
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