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December 20, 2010 
 
Douglas Bosco, Chair 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA  94618 
 
Re: Funding for sea otter research 
 
Dear Chair Bosco: 
 
I am writing to urge you to maintain your support for the research project Investigating the 
Consequences of Coastal Contamination and Anthropogenic Stressors for Sea Otter Recovery.  
As you know, the southern sea otter population is continuing to struggle and over the past few 
years has begun to decline.  The work funded by the Coastal Conservancy is vital to determining 
the principal reasons for this decline and for determining how to stimulate the recovery of the 
species. 
 
The sea otter research project is now in its third and final year.  Much has been accomplished 
over the course of this study—we have determined vital information about southern sea otters 
and the threats they face from pollution and other sources of habitat destruction.  Project 
investigators have met or exceeded all of their research goals to date, and they are committed to 
completing the full scope of work in the coming year.  However, we cannot finish this project 
without funding for the final year, and without a complete project we will not have a 
comprehensive view of the threats to California’s sea otters. 
 
Therefore, we respectfully request that you provide full funding for the final year of this 
important project.  The Monterey Bay Aquarium and others will continue to invest significant 
matching resources of our own in this project in 2011.  Your support will be essential to the 
successful conclusion of this work. 
 
Thank you very much for your consideration of this request. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Michael Sutton  
Vice President 
Center for the Future of the Oceans 
 
cc:  Sam Schuchat 
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