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April 5, 2011

Douglas Bosco, Chair
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13t Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Ocean Meadows Resource Lands Acquisition Project

Dear Mr. Bosco:

[ am writing to express my strong support for The Trust for Public Land’s application to the State
Coastal Conservancy for funding to help acquire the 63-acre Ocean Meadows property, located
adjacent to Devereux Slough in Santa Barbara County is in a coastal watershed at the eastern
gateway to the Gaviota coast, a significant biological transition area in the Coastal Zone.

The overall goal of the project is to acquire the Ocean Meadows property within the Devereux
watershed for conservation and restoration purposes, thus permanently protecting it from the
threat of future development. Acquisition of the 63-acre Ocean Meadows property places the last
piece of the land conservation puzzle in a complex of protected properties that provide for the
protection of natural resources, open space, aesthetic values, public access, passive recreation and
education in perpetuity.

Furthermore, acquisition of this property will provide for an unprecedented opportunity to restore
the property to its original wetland condition. Restoration of this property, believed to be the single
most significant action that could be taken to restore wetland habitat in southern Santa Barbara
County and the driving force behind the urgency to acquire this land, will provide sustainable and
lasting benefits that will substantially impact the larger regional coastal ecosystem. Restoration
will expand wetland and riparian habitats, result in improved water quality for the entire estuary
and reconnect critical wildlife dispersal corridors.

Over the past four decades, there has been a concerted effort by local municipalities, conservation
organizations, and state and federal partners to improve conditions of coastal estuaries,
particularly at Goleta and Devereux Sloughs. This project represents a rare, time-sensitive
opportunity to accomplish those goals. Thank-you for your consideration of the Ocean Meadows
acquisition project, if you have any questions please feel free to contact my office.

/e
Tony Strickland

Senator, 19t District
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April 5, 2011

Douglas Bosco, Chair
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13" Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Ocean Meadows Resource Lands Acquisition Project
Dear Mr. Bosco,

I am writing to express my strong support for The Trust for Public Land’s application to the State
Coastal Conservancy for funding to help acquire the 63-acre Ocean Meadows property, located adjacent
to Devereux Slough in Santa Barbara County is in a coastal watershed at the eastern gateway to the
Gaviota coast, a significant biological transition area in the Coastal Zone.

The overall goal of the project is to acquire the Ocean Meadows property within the Devereux
watershed for conservation and restoration purposes, thus permanently protecting it from the threat of
future development. Acquisition of the 63-acre Ocean Meadows property places the last piece of the
land conservation puzzle in a complex of protected properties that provide for the protection of natural
resources, open space, aesthetic values, public access, passive recreation and education in perpetuity.

Furthermore, acquisition of this property will provide for an unprecedented opportunity to restore the
property to its original wetland condition. Restoration of this property, believed to be the single most
significant action that could be taken to restore wetland habitat in southern Santa Barbara County and
the driving force behind the urgency to acquire this land, will provide sustainable and lasting benefits
that will substantially impact the larger regional coastal ecosystem. Restoration will expand wetland
and riparian habitats, result in improved water quality for the entire estuary and reconnect critical
wildlife dispersal corridors.

Over the past four decades, there has been a concerted effort by local municipalities, conservation
organizations, and state and federal partners to improve conditions of coastal estuaries, particularly at
Goleta and Devereux Sloughs. This project represents a rare, time-sensitive opportunity to accomplish
those goals. Thank-you for your consideration of the Ocean Meadows acquisition project, if you have
any questions please feel free to contact my office.

Sincerely,

ez

DAS WILLIAMS
Assemblymember, 35" District
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March 29, 2011

Douglas Bosco, Chair
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13" Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

RE: Support for the Ocean Meadows Acquisition Project

Dear Chairman Bosco:

On behalf of the Environmental Defense Center (EDC), | want to express strong support for The
Trust for Public Land’s (TPL) application to the State Coastal Conservancy for funding to help acquire the
63-acre Ocean Meadows property, located adjacent to Devereux Slough in Santa Barbara County.

The EDC is a public interest law firm headquartered in Santa Barbara that represents community
organizations dedicated to a wide variety of environmental causes. Since 1997, the EDC has worked to
advance environmental protection efforts in Santa Barbara, Ventura, and San Luis Obispo Counties,
including the community’s successful effort to protect the Ellwood-Devereux ecosystem. TPL has been a
great partner in multiple conservation efforts throughout the County, including the Ellwood preservation
effort, and we are honored to support this current effort.

Approval of this grant will contribute towards making this once in a lifetime opportunity, to
permanently protect this site and allow for future restoration of its coastal wetland habitat values, a reality.
This site represents the largest available wetland and upland restoration opportunity (57 acres of wetland
and 6 acres of transitional/upland habitat) in this biologically diverse and ecologically significant stretch of
coastline. In fact, this project has the potential to be one of the most significant actions to restore coastal
wetland habitat along the entire south central California coast.

Furthermore, the Ocean Meadows parcel is a critical component of the larger overall effort to
restore the Devereux-Ellwood ecosystem. Situated immediately east Ellwood Mesa and north of UCSB’s
“South Parcel” at Devereux, Ocean Meadows is an irreplaceable piece of a larger ecosystem that provides
habitat for many endangered and threatened plant and animal species. EDC and our clients have worked
for more than 20 years to protect and restore this unique coastal treasure. In fact, the Ocean Meadows
restoration project will directly benefit existing restoration efforts next to the Devereux Slough by
providing soil for that project and helping restore a total of 117 acres of diverse native habitat.

It is for all of these reasons that the EDC strongly supports this project and urges you to approve a
grant to fund this rare opportunity. Should you have any questions about the EDC’s support for this
project, please feel free to contact me at (805) 963-1622. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Linda Krop, Chief CounselChief Counsel

906 Garden Street Santa Barbara, CA 93101 Phone (805) 963-1622 FAX (805) 962-3152
www.edcnet.org
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Friends ofthe ElIlwood Coast
Phone: (805) 682-0854
Email: monarchsrule@yahoo.com

April 11, 2011

Douglas Bosco, Chair
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

RE:  Support for the Ocean Meadows Acquisition Project
Dear Chairman Bosco:

As President of Friends of the Ellwood Coast (FOTEC), I want to express strong support for The Trust for
Public Land’s (TPL) application to the State Coastal Conservancy for funding to help acquire the 63-acre
Ocean Meadows property, located adjacent to Devereux Slough in Santa Barbara County.

FOTEC was formed in 1999 with the express purpose of working to permanently preserve the Ellwood
Coast for its coastal natural, scenic, recreational and cultural resources and to preserve this unique coastline
for public use, mainly through acquisition. FOTEC worked with TPL from 2003-2005 as its local partner
in the successful effort to acquire the Ellwood Mesa property, in which the Coastal Conservancy also
participated.

As defined by FOTEC, the Ellwood Coast includes the lands within the coastal zone between Coal Oil
Point on the East and Sandpiper Golf Course on the West. As such, acquisition of the Ocean Meadows
property, the last available privately owned property within this area, is a high priority for FOTEC. The
overall goal of the Ocean Meadows acquisition project is to acquire the property for conservation and
restoration, thus permanently protecting it from the threat of future development.

In addition to preserving the existing habitat associated with Devereux Creek, permanent protection of this
property will also provide an unprecedented opportunity to create a wildlife corridor linking the Goleta
Slough to the east with the existing protected lands to the west and south of the project site. In the past two
years, two different California black bear observations have been made on either side of this potential
corridor. In addition, bobcats and coyote are known to use the project site, as well as areas to the east and
west.

Finally, the future restoration of the Ocean Meadows parcel will also further an existing restoration on the
adjacent University of California at Santa Barbara's South Parcel, resulting in a significant cumulative
benefit of restoring a total of 117 contiguous acres of diverse native habitat along the Ellwood Coast.

It is for all of these reasons that FOTEC strongly supports this project and urges you to approve a grant to
fund this rare opportunity. Should you have any questions about FOTEC’s support for this project, please
feel free to contact me at 805-682-0854. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Chris Lange, President
Friends of the Ellwood Coast





