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April 1, 2010

Douglas Bosco, Chair
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Chairman Bosco:

I would like to express my strong support for The Trust for Public Land's application to the State
Coastal Conservancy for funding to help acquire the 63-acre Ocean Meadows property, located
at the eastern edge of the Gaviota Coast in Santa Barbara County.

The Ocean Meadows property is the site of historic wetlands at Devereux Slough and retains 1.4
acres of wetland in the form of Devereux Creek. These existing wetlands are currently used by a
variety of wildlife, including the federally endangered tidewater goby and California least tern
and the federally threatened western snowy plover. Acquisition of this site will result in the
immediate protection of existing habitat for these endangered and threatened species.

Acquiring the property will also preserve an unprecedented opportunity to restore the grade,
vegetation and hydrology of 57 acres of wetland habitat and 6 acres of transitional upland
habitat. I was pleased to support the $1 million National Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grant
that the Coastal Conservancy received from the US Fish and Wildlife Service in December, half
of which will be used to start restoring the property as soon as it is acquired.

I urge you to give The Trust for Public Land's grant request your full and fair consideration,
consistent with all relevant rules and regulations. If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact Rachel Kondor in my Santa Barbara District Office at (805) 730-1710. Thank you for
your consideration.

Sincerely,

LOIS CAPPS
Member of Congress
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April 5, 2011 

 

Douglas Bosco, Chair 

California Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13
th

 Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 

 

Re: Ocean Meadows Resource Lands Acquisition Project 

 

Dear Mr. Bosco,  

 

I am writing to express my strong support for The Trust for Public Land’s application to the State 

Coastal Conservancy for funding to help acquire the 63-acre Ocean Meadows property, located adjacent 

to Devereux Slough in Santa Barbara County is in a coastal watershed at the eastern gateway to the 

Gaviota coast, a significant biological transition area in the Coastal Zone. 

 

The overall goal of the project is to acquire the Ocean Meadows property within the Devereux 
watershed for conservation and restoration purposes, thus permanently protecting it from the threat of 
future development. Acquisition of the 63-acre Ocean Meadows property places the last piece of the 
land conservation puzzle in a complex of protected properties that provide for the protection of natural 
resources, open space, aesthetic values, public access, passive recreation and education in perpetuity.   
 
Furthermore, acquisition of this property will provide for an unprecedented opportunity to restore the 
property to its original wetland condition. Restoration of this property, believed to be the single most 
significant action that could be taken to restore wetland habitat in southern Santa Barbara County and 
the driving force behind the urgency to acquire this land, will provide sustainable and lasting benefits 
that will substantially impact the larger regional coastal ecosystem.  Restoration will expand wetland 
and riparian habitats, result in improved water quality for the entire estuary and reconnect critical 
wildlife dispersal corridors.   
 

Over the past four decades, there has been a concerted effort by local municipalities, conservation 

organizations, and state and federal partners to improve conditions of coastal estuaries, particularly at 

Goleta and Devereux Sloughs.  This project represents a rare, time-sensitive opportunity to accomplish 

those goals.  Thank-you for your consideration of the Ocean Meadows acquisition project, if you have 

any questions please feel free to contact my office.  

 
Sincerely, 

W 
DAS WILLIAMS 

Assemblymember, 35
th
 District 
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March 24, 2011

Douglas Bosco, Chair
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

RE: Support of the Devereux Slough Coastal Wetland Project

Dear Mr. Bosco:

I want to take this opportunity to express my strong support for The Trust for Public Land's application to
the State Coastal Conservancy for funding to help acquire the 63-acre Ocean Meadows property, located
adjacent to Devereux Slough in Santa Barbara County. This project falls in the County's Third
Supervisorial District, which I represent.

The 63-acre Ocean Meadows property is located at the eastern gateway to the Gaviota Coast, just north of
the University of California's Coal Oil Point Reserve and east of the Sperling Preserve at Ellwood Mesa
which the Conservancy helped to protect in 2005. This particular site is extremely significant because it
connects the upper and lower arms of the Devereux Slough. Acquiring this property will fill in the last
piece of the land conservation puzzle in a complex of protected properties that provide for the permanent
protection of natural resources, open space, aesthetic values, public access, passive recreation and
education. Finally, acquiring this land will secure a once in a lifetime opportunity to restore 57 acres of
coastal wetlands and 6 acres of upland habitat immediately adjacent to Devereux Slough.

Last September, the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors gave this project its resounding support
by approving a $750,000 grant from the Coastal Resource Enhancement Fund (CREF), established by the
county in 1987 to help mitigate the impacts off offshore oil and gas development. I strongly supported
that grant because this acquisition is exactly the type of project that CREF was intended to fund.

Again, I urge you to approve TPL's grant request to help acquire the Ocean Meadows property. Should
you have any questions about my support for this project, please feel free to contact me at (805) 568-
2192. I look forward to working with you to bring this unique project to completion.

Sincerely/

DoreenTarr
Third District Supervisor
DF:ch

Chris Henson Esther Aguilera Elizabeth Farnum Stephanie Langsdorf
Chef of Staff District Rt)>resaitatioc District Representative District Representative

chenson@countyofsb.org eaguilera@countyofsb.org efarnum@countyofsb.org slangsdorf@countyofsb.org
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Santa Barbara Audubon Society, Inc. 
A Chapter of the National Audubon Society 

(805) 964-1468 
5679 Hollister Avenue. Suite 58. Goleta, CA 93117 

March 25, 2011 
Douglas Bos 0, Chair 
Cali fornia oasr;d C nservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13'" Ploor 
Oakland C \ 94612 

RE: U ort for tbe Ocean Meadows c uisition Pro'ect 
Dear Chairman Bosco: 

As President of the Santa Barbara Audubon Society, a chapter of ationalAudubon, Tam pleased express our 
strong support for Th Trust for Public Land's (TPI .) application to rhe tate Coastal Co nservancy for funding to 
he.lp a quire the 63-acr Ocean Meadows property in Santa Barbara Counry. 

Founded in 196\ the aU sion of the anra Barbara uduboll is to conserve and restore natural ecosystems, 
focussing on bird s and other wildlife for the benefit of humanity and biodiversity. The chapter is act..ive in 
education, science and conservation and sponsors numerous field trips and habitat restoral ion projects, in lud ing 
on the adjacent Coal Oil Point R serve. 

Many f southern California's coastal watersheds and estuaries have experienced significant reductions iu the 
ex tent and functi oilicy o [ their w thtnds in recent decades and yet lhese vital habitats ~till support numerous 
sensitive sp cies of wildli ~ including federal and tate li sted species. The OcelUl Meadows property is a case in 
point. The entire llpper D 'veceux Slough was IO'cated on th' pro jl.::'ct site prior to th le\TelopmeOl of the golf 
cou£se in rhe 1960's; there are great opportunities to r - xpalld the weuands on tills prop rty. The pro ject a.rea is 
withi.n a critical area for coasral-dependent or migra rory bitds. cco.rding to the Point Reyes Bird Observatory 
Conservation 'c.i nee Southern P~lci£ic Shor bird Conservation Pla n, " The (Devereux lough) area is used by 
btUldx ' ds o f migrating and wiutcring shocebirds and an adjacent beach is an important wintering and potential 
nes ting area for the nowy Plover." The Devereux Slough is part o f tbe "Golef3 Coast" Tmportant Bird Area 
designation; this Audubon cbapter nominated the IBA in 199H. 

Approval of a grant from the 'oastal Cooscnrancy will allow TPL to tak · advantage of dus once in a li fe time 
opportwlity to p onanently protect tbis s.ite and to allow for future restoration 0 f its coastal wetland habj ta t values. 
The acgu.isition and .restoration of tlus site n:pre cnt the hugest availabl w danu and upland protection and 
restoration opportunity in thi~ biologically divers aod ecologically significant strech of the h Uwooc!-Devereux 
Coasr. 1n add.irjon., rhe future restoration of the pro je -t sire will furth r ,1n existing rest ration 00 an adjacent 
parcel which can usc U1e excess soil, resulting in a significant cumuLative benefit of resLOriug a total of 11 7 acres of 
diver e native habital adjacent to the slougb. 

It i [or all of these reasons that the Santa Barbara Audubon Society is strongly 'upporting this project and u [ yillg 
you to approve funding for this rare opportunity. 

Should you have any questions about our support ~ r this project, please feel fr e t contact me at (805) 692-2008. 
Thank you for your con.idcration. 

inccrely, 

Darlene Chinnan, Pre: ideol 

htlpJlwww.audu bon.org/chapter/ca/. an tabarbara 
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906 Garden Street   Santa Barbara, CA 93101   Phone (805) 963-1622   FAX (805) 962-3152 
www.edcnet.org 

 
 

                                                              
 
 
 
 
March 29, 2011 
 
 
Douglas Bosco, Chair 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
RE:   Support for the Ocean Meadows Acquisition Project 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco: 
  

On behalf of the Environmental Defense Center (EDC), I want to express strong support for The 
Trust for Public Land’s (TPL) application to the State Coastal Conservancy for funding to help acquire the 
63-acre Ocean Meadows property, located adjacent to Devereux Slough in Santa Barbara County.  
 

The EDC is a public interest law firm headquartered in Santa Barbara that represents community 
organizations dedicated to a wide variety of environmental causes.  Since 1997, the EDC has worked to 
advance environmental protection efforts in Santa Barbara, Ventura, and San Luis Obispo Counties, 
including the community’s successful effort to protect the Ellwood-Devereux ecosystem.  TPL has been a 
great partner in multiple conservation efforts throughout the County, including the Ellwood preservation 
effort, and we are honored to support this current effort.    
 

Approval of this grant will contribute towards making this once in a lifetime opportunity, to 
permanently protect this site and allow for future restoration of its coastal wetland habitat values, a reality.  
This site represents the largest available wetland and upland restoration opportunity (57 acres of wetland 
and 6 acres of transitional/upland habitat) in this biologically diverse and ecologically significant stretch of 
coastline.  In fact, this project has the potential to be one of the most significant actions to restore coastal 
wetland habitat along the entire south central California coast.   

 
Furthermore, the Ocean Meadows parcel is a critical component of the larger overall effort to 

restore the Devereux-Ellwood ecosystem.  Situated immediately east Ellwood Mesa and north of UCSB’s 
“South Parcel” at Devereux, Ocean Meadows is an irreplaceable piece of a larger ecosystem that provides 
habitat for many endangered and threatened plant and animal species.  EDC and our clients have worked 
for more than 20 years to protect and restore this unique coastal treasure.  In fact, the Ocean Meadows 
restoration project will directly benefit existing restoration efforts next to the Devereux Slough by 
providing soil for that project and helping restore a total of 117 acres of diverse native habitat.  
 

It is for all of these reasons that the EDC strongly supports this project and urges you to approve a 
grant to fund this rare opportunity.  Should you have any questions about the EDC’s support for this 
project, please feel free to contact me at (805) 963-1622.  Thank you for your consideration.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
Linda Krop, Chief CounselChief Counsel 
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March 16, 2011 

Douglas Bosco, Chair 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13111 Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 

RE: Support for the Ocean Meadows Acquisition Project 

Dear Chairman Bosco: 

On behalf of the Gaviota Coast Conservancy (GCC), I am very pleased to submit 
this letter expressing our strong support for The Trust for Public Land's application 
to the State Coastal Conservancy for funding towards the acquisition of the 63­
acre Ocean Meadows property, located adjacent to Devereux Slough in Santa 
Barbara County. 

As always, acquisitions on the Gaviota Coast are opportunity driven. This is a rare 
opportunity to expand protection within the Devereux watershed; the eastern-most 
watershed of the Gaviota Coast. With its proximity to the Coal Oil Point Reserve 
and the Sperling Preserve at Ellwood Mesa, acquisition of this property would 
permanently protect the linkage between upland potions of the Devereux 
watershed with the estuary, creating a more cohesive natural unit for 
management. The property's central location and the fact that Devereux Creek 
runs through it make it an especially critical physical and biological link to these 
other protected properties. 

In addition to providing an important opportunity for habItat restoration, this project 
also provides significant passive recreational opportunities, thus directly benefiting 
thousands of appreciative members of our community, as well as visitors from all 
over California, 

I hope you agree that as we attempt to preserve our nationally significant 
biodiversity, funding opportunities such as this-to permanently protect increasingly 
rare coastal wetlands-are paramount. 

Again , we strongly urge you to approve a Coastal Conservancy grant to help fund 
the acquisition of the Ocean Meadows property. Should you have any questions 
about the GCC's support for this project, please feel free to contact me at (805) 
967 -5828. Thank you for your consideration. 

Very sincerely yours, 

~ .. 
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April 11, 2011 
 
Douglas Bosco, Chair 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
RE:      Support for the Ocean Meadows Acquisition Project 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco: 
  
As President of Friends of the Ellwood Coast (FOTEC), I want to express strong support for The Trust for 
Public Land’s (TPL) application to the State Coastal Conservancy for funding to help acquire the  63-acre 
Ocean Meadows property, located adjacent to Devereux Slough in Santa Barbara County. 
 
FOTEC was formed in 1999 with the express purpose of working to permanently preserve the Ellwood 
Coast for its coastal natural, scenic, recreational and cultural resources and to preserve this unique coastline 
for public use, mainly through acquisition.  FOTEC worked with TPL from 2003-2005 as its local partner 
in the successful effort to acquire the Ellwood Mesa property, in which the Coastal Conservancy also 
participated. 
 
As defined by FOTEC, the Ellwood Coast includes the lands within the coastal zone between Coal Oil 
Point on the East and Sandpiper Golf Course on the West.  As such, acquisition of the Ocean Meadows 
property,  the last available privately owned property within this area, is a high priority for FOTEC.  The 
overall goal of the Ocean Meadows acquisition project is to acquire the property for conservation and 
restoration, thus permanently protecting it from the threat of future development. 
 
In addition to preserving the existing habitat associated with Devereux Creek, permanent protection of this 
property will also provide an unprecedented opportunity to create a wildlife corridor linking the Goleta 
Slough to the east with the existing protected lands to the west and south of the project site.  In the past two 
years, two different California black bear observations have been made on either side of this potential 
corridor.  In addition, bobcats and coyote are known to use the project site, as well as areas to the east and 
west. 
 
Finally, the future restoration of the Ocean Meadows parcel will also further an existing restoration on the 
adjacent University of California at Santa Barbara's South Parcel, resulting in a significant cumulative 
benefit of restoring a total of 117 contiguous acres of diverse native habitat along the Ellwood Coast.  
 
It is for all of these reasons that  FOTEC strongly supports this project and urges you to approve a grant to 
fund this rare opportunity.  Should you have any questions about  FOTEC’s support for this project, please 
feel free to contact me at 805-682-0854. Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Chris Lange, President 
Friends of the Ellwood Coast 

 

F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  E l l w o o d  C o a s t 
  Phone: (805) 682-0854   

 Email: monarchsrule@yahoo.com 
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