
 
 
 
April 28, 2011 
 
Douglas Bosco, Chair 
CA State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
Attn: Brenda Buxton, Bair Island Restoration 
 
RE:  Letter of Support for Disbursement of Funds to Ducks Unlimited, Inc.  
         for Wetland Restoration at Bair Island 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco: 
 
Friends of Redwood City is writing to express our support for the above mentioned authorization application 
being submitted by the State of California Coastal Conservancy (SCC).  In 1983, Friends of Redwood City 
led a successful local referendum to protect Bair Island from development.  This valuable addition to the 
Refuge is now providing important wildlife habitat and recreational benefits for thousands of residents on the 
San Francisco Peninsula.  
 
We understand that SCC is applying for disbursement of up to $1,850,000 to support the restoration of Bair 
Island, which is part of the Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge.  This authorization to 
transfer funds from the South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project (SBSP) would fund the tidal restoration 
component of Bair Island, which will provide important habitat for the endangered salt marsh harvest mouse 
and California clapper rail. 
    
The restoration of Middle Bair Island is part of a larger effort to restore the 2,634-acre Bair Island complex, 
composed of Inner, Middle, and Outer Bair Islands.  When restoration work on all three islands is complete, 
approximately 1,086 acres of degraded, diked salt marsh will have been restored to tidal wetlands and 
associated sloughs and channels.  Due to different levels of degradation, subsidence, and constraints, each 
island’s restoration is being implemented separately. Middle Bair Island is the second phase of wetland 
restoration and will restore tidal action to 571 acres and enhance 325 acres of wetlands, as well as enhance 
tidal flow to portions of Outer Bair. Proposed actions include installing ditch plugs to block circulation 
through the borrow ditches created during levee construction, breaching levees along historic slough 
alignments to restore tidal action, and installing a flow constrictor in Corkscrew Slough in order to restore 
historical hydrological patterns. 

The restoration work that would be completed with this funding helps implement the recommendations of the 
San Francisco Baylands Ecosystem Habitat Goals Report (1999).  The report identifies restoration of large 
areas of tidal marsh as the overall goal of the South Bay subregion, and specifically calls for most of Bair 
Island to be restored to tidal marsh.   

Again ,we wish to convey our strong support for SCC to disburse funds to Ducks Unlimited, Inc. for this 
important tidal marsh restoration work at Bair Island.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Ralph Nobles 
Founding Member 
 
 

Friends of Redwood City Creating a Sustainable 
        Community 
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Douglas Bosco, Chair 
CA State Coastal Conservancy      April 28, 2011 
1330 Broadway 13th Floor 
Oakland CA 94612 
Attn: Brenda Buxton, Bair Island Restoration 
 
Subject: Letter of support for the disbursement of funds to Ducks Unlimited, Inc. for wetland restoration 

at Bair Island. 
 
Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
Please accept this letter as a demonstration of support from the Citizens Committee to Complete the Refuge for 
the above mentioned authorization application submitted by the State of California Coastal Conservancy (SCC).  
We understand that SCC is applying for the disbursement of up to $1,850,000 to support the restoration of Bair 
Island, which is part of the Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge.  It is our understanding that 
authorization to transfer funds from the South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project (SBSP) would fund the tidal 
restoration component of Bair Island which will provide habitat for the endangered salt marsh harvest mouse 
and endangered California clapper rail.    
 
The restoration of Middle Bair Island is part of a larger effort to restore the 2,634-acre Bair Island complex, 
composed of Inner, Middle, and Outer Bair Islands.  When restoration of all of Inner, Middle, and Outer Bair are 
complete approximately 1,086 acres of degraded, diked salt marsh will have been restored to tidal wetlands and 
associated sloughs and channels.  Due to different levels of degradation, subsidence, and constraints, each 
island’s restoration is being implemented separately.  Middle Bair Island is the second phase of wetland 
restoration and will restore tidal action to 571 acres and enhance 325 acres of wetlands, as well as enhance tidal 
flow to portions of Outer Bair. Proposed actions include installing ditch plugs to block circulation through the 
borrow ditches created during construction or the original levees, breaching levees along historic slough 
alignments to restore tidal action, and installing a flow constrictor in Corkscrew Slough in order to restore 
historical hydrological patterns.  

 
In additional, tidal restoration helps implement the recommendations of the San Francisco Baylands Ecosystem 
Habitat Goals Report (1999), which identifies restoration of large areas of tidal marsh as the overall goal of the 
South Bay subregion and specifically calls for most of Bair Island to be restored to tidal marsh.  We wish to 
convey our strong support of SCC to disburse funds to Ducks Unlimited, Inc.  
 
     
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 

Florence LaRiviere 
Chairperson 
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735 B Center Blvd 
Fairfax, CA 94930 
415-259-0334 phone 
415-259-0340 fax 
 
 
 
 
MANAGEMENT BOARD: 
 
Bay Area Audubon Council 
Bay Area Open Space Council 
Bay Planning Coalition 
Citizens Committee to 
   Complete the Refuge 
Ducks Unlimited 
National Audubon Society 
PRBO Conservation Science 
PG&E Corporation 
Save San Francisco Bay 
   Association 
Sierra Club 
The Bay Institute 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ex-Officio Members: 
 
Bay Conservation & 
    Development Commission 
California Department 
    of Fish and Game 
California Resources Agency 
Coastal Conservancy 
Coastal Region, Mosquito & 
   Vector Control District 
National Fish and Wildlife  
   Foundation  
National Marine Fisheries  
    Service 
Natural Resources  
   Conservation Service 
Regional Water Quality Control 
   Board, SF Bay Region  
San Francisco Estuary Project 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
U.S. Environmental  
   Protection Agency 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
U.S. Geological Survey 
Wildlife Conservation Board 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
April 29, 2011 
 
Douglas Bosco, Chair 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA  94612 
 
Attn: Brenda Buxton 
 
SUBJECT: Support for disbursement of funds to Ducks Unlimited, Inc. for 

wetland restoration at Bair Island 

 
Dear Chairman Bosco: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the San Francisco Bay Joint Venture (SFBJV) in support 
for the above authorization application being submitted by the State of California 
Coastal Conservancy (SCC).  We understand that SCC has applied for $1,250,000 
to support the restoration of Bair Island, which is part of the Don Edwards San 
Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge.  In addition, we understand that 
authorization to re-direct up to $600,000 in NOAA Recovery Act funding from the 
South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project (SBSP) would fund the tidal restoration 
component of Bair Island, which will provide habitat for the endangered salt marsh 
harvest mouse and California clapper rail.    
 
The SFBJV is a partnership of non-governmental organizations, utilities, 
landowners, and non-voting agencies with a goal to acquire, restore and enhance 
wetlands and riparian habitats and associated uplands to benefit birds, fish, and 
other wildlife in the San Francisco Bay Area. The SFBJV is one of the eighteen 
federally-sponsored habitat Joint Ventures to implement the North American 
Wetlands Conservation Act and federal bird conservation plans.  The SFBJV 
Implementation Plan, Restoring the Estuary, targets nearly 200,000 acres of 
wetlands and riparian habitats for protection, restoration, or enhancement through 
our partners’ funding and expertise. The SCC, Fish and Wildlife Service, and 
Ducks Unlimited are active partners with the SFBJV, implementing habitat 
protection and restoration to help achieve SFBJV goals. 
 
The restoration of Middle Bair Island is part of a larger effort to restore the 2,634-
acre Bair Island complex, composed of Inner, Middle, and Outer Bair Islands.  
When all of Inner, Middle, and Outer Bair Islands are complete - approximately 
1,086 acres of degraded, diked salt marsh will have been restored to tidal wetlands 
and associated sloughs and channels.  Due to different levels of degradation, 
subsidence, and constraints, each island’s restoration is being implemented 
separately. Middle Bair Island is the second phase of wetland restoration and will 
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restore tidal action to 571 acres and enhance 325 acres of wetlands, as well as enhance tidal flow to portions 
of Outer Bair. This restoration will contribute greatly toward the overall goal of restoring much of the South 
Bay habitat to tidal marsh. 
 
We encourage you to approve the recommendation.  If you have any questions about our support for this 
request or the SFBJV, please contact our Coordinator, Beth Huning 
 
       
Sincerely, 
 

 
Diane Ross-Leech 
Chair 
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