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   City of Ferndale 
 
 
 
  
May 6, 2011 
 
Douglas Bosco, Chairman 
California State Coastal Conservancy 
Attn: Michael Bowen 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA  94612 
    
Re:  Support for Salt River Ecosystem Restoration Project, Humboldt County 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco: 
 
I’m writing to urge your approval of the Humboldt County Resource Conservation District’s 
application for funding of the Salt River Ecosystem Restoration Project.  
The restoration of former tidal marsh and estuarine wetlands on the lower Eel River is a critical 
component to aid in the recovery of lost ecosystem functions and values of California’s northern coast. 
The tremendous fish and wildlife habitat benefits of the completed project will help to sustain and 
recover waterfowl, shorebirds, and fishery resources within the Salt River watershed and lower Eel 
River delta. 
 
The project also will greatly reduce the duration of flooding in the project area. The loss of the Salt 
River channel has led to significant flooding problems that impose severe economic burdens on 
farmers and residents in the project area. In this sense, the Salt River Ecosystem Restoration Project 
will be a win-win for the environment and agriculture. 
 
For decades the RCD has demonstrated a longstanding commitment to the project. In concert with the 
County of Humboldt, and many other partners, the RCD and the Coastal Conservancy have since 1990 
cooperated to bring this project to fruition. Keystone events include the successful acquisition of the 
444-acre Riverside Ranch, now an important restoration site that makes the entire project possible. 
Upon completion of the formal transfer of the property to the California Department of Fish and 
Game, Riverside Ranch will become the Salt River Unit of the Eel River Wildlife Area. In order to 
achieve project success, and utilize the significant implementation funding they have attracted for the 
project, the RCD must begin construction next year.  I urge you to provide the necessary funding to 
ensure timely implementation of the project. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me at 707-786-4224 if you have any questions or require any 
additional information. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
City Manager 
City of Ferndale 
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