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December l6, 20 I I 

Doug Bosco, C hair 
S tate Coasta l Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA 94612 

RE: Support for the Goleta Slough Sea Level Rise Vulnerability Project 

Dea r Chairman Bosco: 

I write to you today to express my strong su pport fo r the City of Santa Barbara' s reque. t to the 
S tate Coastal Conservancy fo r funding to updat -, t.he 1997 Draft Goleta Slough Ecosystem 
MatWf;ement Plan (GSEMP), including a Sea Le vel Rise Vulnerability AssessmenL. T he overall 
goal of the project is to plan for future conse rv ation and ma nagemen t of the Slough's natural 
resources and infrastructure in ligh t of anti ipa ted clim ate chan ge impacts. 

The Goleta Slough, located in southern Santa Barbara Counly, is one of the largest coastal 
wetlands on California's Central Coast. It provi des val uable hab itat for numerous thrcatened and 
endangered species, including lhe Federall y endangered tidewate r goby, and Ihe S tale-l is ted 
Belding's savannah sparrow and loggerhead s hrike. T he S lough also encompas, cs a complex 
array of land uses incl uding a regional airpo rt, two sani tary distlict fac ilities, u nderground gas 
storage facilit ies and pipeli nes, util ities infras tructure, nume rous businesses, a oun ly Beach 
Park, a state ecological reserve, state marine park as welJ as roads, bridges, and wa ter 
conveyances, both natural and channelized. Many of the roads in and around Goleta Slough li e at 
low elevations, includ ing those that connect U.c. Santa Barbara (UCSB) and the Sa nta 13arnara 
Ai rport (Airport) wit h the surrounding commun ity. 

Slough conditions cou ld change dramatica lly in fu ture decades with increased sea levels from lhe 
effects of climate c hange. Facili ties located iii the vicinity of the Sl ough provide nume rous 
essential services to the comm uni ty and are at risk from increases in sea levels due to their 
elevation. Without advance planning, sea level rise cou ld lead to losses of importanl habitat and 
ecological functions. as wel1 as hundreds of millIOns of do llars of direc t dann ges and lost 
economic productivity. 

The GSEMP Update will include one of the fi rst vu lnerabi lity a'>sessrnell ts ill the regioll, and can 
serve a~ a pilot project for cl imate adaptaUoll plan ning alu ng coasta l Californ ia. T he project wi ll 
result in nev. information and s trategies 'Ilat will be U ' cd hy maIlYagc ncic:i and illterested 
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stakeholders such as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Army Corps of Engineers Fede ral 
Aviation Administration, local and sLaLe decision- makers, as well as UC Santa Barbara, 
environmental organizations and property owners. The Update and Study w ill enable these and 
other interested parties to wo rk together to plan a sushinable fu ture for the S lough. 

I urge you to give the City of Santa Barba ra ' s gran t reques t your full and fair considera tion, 
consistent with all relevant ru les and regulations. 

Sincerely , 

~(!~ 
LOIS CAPPS 
Member of Congress 

rvk 
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DAS WILLIAMS OXNARD TRANSPORTATION CENTER 

D ecember 14,2011 
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FAX 18051 483 8182 

D oug Bosco, Chair 
State Coastal Conservancy 

J330 Broadway. Suite 1300 

Oakland, CJ\ 94612 

I~ E : Su pport of the Goleta Slough Sea Level Rise Vulnerability Assessment 

Dear Chairman Bosco: 

I want to express my strong support for the Ci ty of Sa nta Barbara's request to the State Coastal 
Conservancy for fund ing to update the 1997 Draft Goleta Slough Ecosystem Management Plan 
(GSEMP), including a Sea Level Ri se Vulnerabili lY Assessme nt. The pdate and Study will allow the 
jurisdi ctions and stakeholders who have an interest in t he g reater Slough area to work together on a 
planning a sustainable future for the Slo ugh. 

r he Goleta Slough, located in southern Santa Barbara C ou nt " is one of the largest coasta l wetlands on 
California's Central Coast. It provides valuable habitat for numerous threatened and endangered 
species, including the federa lly endangered tidewater gob " and the State- lis ted n elding ' s savannah 
sparrow and loggerhead shrike . The Slough also encompassl:s a complex array of land uses includ ing a 
regional airport, two sanitary district faciliti es , underground gas storage facili ties and pi pel ines, other 
u tilit ies infrastructure, several businesses, a C oun ty Beach Park, a state ecological reserve, a state m arine 
park and numerous roads, bridges , and \vater conveya nces. bot h na tural and channelized . M any of the 
roads in and around Goleta Slough lie at low elevat ions. including those that connect UC Santa Barbara 
(UCSB) and the Santa Barbara Ai rport (A irport) w ith the surrounding community. 

Slough conditions could change dramatically in future decad s with increased sea levels. r.ac ili ti es 
located in the vicinity of the Slough area pJ'uvid~ i1l1melW1S essential services to the community, and are 
at ri sk from impacts of projected increases in sea levels due to their e leva tion . Wi thout advance 
planning, projected changes to Go leta S lough coulLl lead to dcvastn ting losses of species and ecological 
function s, as well as hundreds of millions of dollars of d irect damages and lost in fras tructure and 
economic productivity. 

The G SEM P Update, and particularly the Sea Leve l R ise Study, will be of great interest to local, stale 
and federal agencies, as well as UC Santa Barbara, environme ntal groups, local special districts and 
property owners. The proj ect will include one of the first sea level rise vu lnerability assessments in the 
region , and as such it will serve as a pilot project fo r climate adaptation planning. T he project will result 
in new information and strategies that wi ll be used by the many agencies with j ur isdiction in the Slough 
area, such as the California Coasta l Commiss ion and Department of Fish and Game, to plan and manage 
its built and natural assets, as well as serving as a temp late fo r other areas vulnerable to the impaccs '::It' 
sea level rise. 

" 

Prlll/ed on RecyCled Paper 
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This project is a high priority for my district. The overatl goal o f the project is to plan for future 
conservation and management of the Slough's vital natural r sources and infrastructure in light of 
anticipated climate change impacts. The GS EM P Updatc ill result in strategies and information that 
will be useful in guiding conservation of the Slough wetlanu ecosystem functions and habitats for its 
endangered and threatened species and help guide future maintenance and development of in frastructure 
in the slough. This proactive stewardship will help the community and the region address the challenge' 
and nncertainties ahead . 

I strongly support this effort and urge you to appro v a grant to the C ity of Santa Barbara to fund th is 
project. It was great to meet you at the conservancy m 'cl ing at Fort Bragg, it was only my second 
meeting as an oversight board member, but I am alread y even more impressed by the Conservancy's 
work. If you have any questions. please feel free to contact Hill ary Blackerby in my Santa Barbara 
District ffice at (805) 564-1649. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
DAS WILLIAMS 
Assemblymember: 35 th District 
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December 12, 2011 

Douglas Bosco, Chair 
California Coas tal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th r loor 
Oakland, 94612 

RE: Support for the Goleta Slough Sea Level Rise Vulnerability Assessment Project 

Dear Chairman Bosco: 

As D irector of E cosys tem Management at l lCSB's Cheadle Center for Biodiversity and 
E cological Res toration , I would like to express my strong support for City of Santa Barbara's 
request to the Sta te Coastal Conservancy for funding to update the 1997 Draft Goleta Slough 
Lcosystem Management Plan to include a Sea Level fuse V Lllnerabili ty Assessment. 

The Goleta Slough, located in southern Santa Barbara County, is one of the largest coastal 
wetlands on California's Central Coast and provides aluablc habitat for numerous species . T he 
Slough also encompasses a complex array o f land uses including a regional airport, two sanitary 
district facilities, underground gas storage facilities and pipel.ines, o ther utili ties infrastructure, 
several businesses, a County Park, a state ecolOgical reserve and numerous roads, bridges, and 
water conveyances, both natural and channelized. Many of the roads in and around G oleta 
Slough lie at low elevations, including those that connect U .c. Santa Barbara (L CSB) and the 
Santa Barbara irport (Airport) with the surroundinl!: community. 

As a manager of open space on the L"CSB campu:, including h.istoric sections of G oleta Slough, 
I value this study for the insight it will provide for restorat on planning in Storke We tlands and 
the adjacent Vpper D evereux Slough Restoration pro) ct. Unders tanding the implications o f sea 
level rise and incorporating that h · dtology mto resto ration plans will make them more viable 
in to the future. Slough conditions could change dramatically U1 fu ture decades with increased 
sea levels and more severe 'extreme events'. Withou t advance planning, such changes to the 
slough could lead to dest.ruc tive emergency respon 'e actions wruch could have devastating 
effects on species and ecological functions. 

TIle Goleta 51 )Ugh Management Committee (GSMC) will manage the pro ject wi th the City. 
This management structure will allow both the infrastructure representatives and ecological 
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stakeholders to ensure that their concerns are addressed in the study. G SMC was established in 
1991 and has worked cooperatIvely with agencies , property owners and G O s to proVlde for a 
healthy G oleta Slough Ecosystem since that time. GSMC i. currentJy updating the 1997 G oleta 
Slough E cosystem Management Plan (G SENfP) with details about the many acres of restoration 
that has occurred since 1997. Incorporating a preliminary Sea Level Rise (SLR) Study into the 
update will ensure that this document continues to play a relevant guiding role in long term 
planning for all stakeholders. 

T he G ,' EMP Update and particularly the Sea Lc \'el Rise Study will be o f great interes t to local 
agencies, environmental groups and proper ty own TS, state and federal agencies, as well as LiC 
Santa Barbara. The project will include one of the fus t site-l vel sea level rise vulnerability 
assessments in the region, and as such it will serve :IS a climate adaptation pilot project. The 
project will result in new information and stralegies that will be used by local jurisdictions to 
plan and manage the built and natural assets of th e ,' lough, as well as serving as a tem plate for 
other areas vulnerable to impacts of sea level risco In particular, CCBCR has initia ted planning 
for the upper D evereux Restoration Project, which will greatJy benefit from the results and 
increased understanding of local SLR effects. 

UCSB and C BER strongly support this project and we urge you to approve a grant to the City 
of Santa Barbara to fu nd this project. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

#.~ 

Lisa Stratton, Ph .D. 


D irector of E cosystem Mgmt, CCl~ER 
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December 16, 2011 
SAl ' A BARBARA COlJNTY 

Douglas Bosco, Chair 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 

RE: Support for the Goleta Slough Ecosystem Management Plan Update a nd Sea l leve l Rise Vulne ra bility 
Assessment Project 

Dear Chairman Bosco, 

I want to express my strong support for the City of Santa Ba rbara's request to the State Coastal Conservancy for 

funding to update the 1997 Draft Goleta Slough Ecosystem Management Plan, including a Sea Leve l Rise 
Vulnerability Assessment. The Update will allow many jurisdictions and stakeholders to work together on a 
planning a sustainable future for the Slough. 

The Goleta Slough, located within th e County's Second District, is one of the largest coastal wetlands on 

California's Central Coast and is a valuable habitat for several threatened and endangered species. The Slough 

also encompasses a variety of land uses including an airport, sanitary district facilities, underground gas storage 

facilities and pipelines, several businesses, a County Park, a state ecological reserve and numerous roads, 
bridges, and water conveyances. Many of the roads in and arou nd Goleta Slough lie at low elevations. 

Slough conditions could change dramatically in future decades w ith increased sea levels. Facilities located within 

the Slough area provide essential services to the community. Without advance planning, projected changes to 
the slough could lead to losses of species and ecological fu nctions, as well as hundreds of millions of dollars of 

direct damages and lost infrastructure and economic product ivity. 

The GSEMP Update and the Sea Level Rise Study will be of great interest to local, state and federal agencies. The 

project will include one of the first site-level sea level rise vulnerability assessments in the region and will result 
in new information and strategies that will be used by the many agencies with jurisdiction in the Slough area. 

This project is a high priority for the Second District. This proactive stewardship will help the community and t he 

region address the challenges that may lie ahead. I strongly support this effort and urge you to approve a grant 

to the City of Santa Barbara for this project . Please contact me with any questions you may have. 

Sincerely, 

CJ.", ,, I It ~(L 
J{ret Wolf tJ 
Santa Barbara County Supervisor 

Second District ECEIVED 

orC 192011 

COASTAL CONSERVANCY 
OAKLAND, CALIF 
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The I:tnc! rI'rLlst for S~lnta Barhara County 
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December 14,2011 

Douglas Bosco. Chair 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway 13th Floor 
Oakland. CA 9461 2 

RE: Support for the Goleta Slough ea Level Rise tudy 

D 'ar Chaiml:lJ1 Bosco: 

1\s Fxccutive Direcwr of the Land Trust for Santa Barbara Counry, Tstrongly support the 
proposed update to the 1997 Draft Co/ela Sf(J1'..!,," I i l'o:fy.rlem M{m~~eme!1' Pia" that will include a 
sea level rise study . The City of Santa Barbara has approachetl the State Coastal 
Conservancy fo r funding to facilitate this pre jccl, and 1 urge you to approve the request. 

Coleta, lo ugh is one of the largest coastal wetlands 011 California's Central Coast. Not only 
docs it support man, special-status species and habitats, the slough also encompasses a 
complex array o f land uses including a regi()lW airport, two sanitary district f~cilities, 
underground gas storage facilities and pipelines, among other infrastructure. 

Slough condirions could change tlramaLically in future decades with increased sea level~ . 'lbe 
facilities locatetl within the slough area that pro ide numerous essential services to the 
community are at risk from sea level rise due to their ·lcvation. Without auvance planning, 
projected changes to the slough could lead to hundreds of millions of dollars of direct 
damages and lost infrastructure and economic productivity, as well as environmental 
tlegrada bon. 

'Ibe Land Trust for . anta Barbara County has had an ongoing presence in the ;olcta Slough 
since the 19905. For the past five years we have spearheaded Lh West Goleta Slough 
Restoration and I '~nhancement Project, which entailed the re-creation of s · cn acres of 
wetlands, removal of (ill soil, and the demolition of old milil:.t'lf)' hunkers oositc, at a cost of 
over $2,7 L This is ooe of many res toration projects within the Goleta Slough ecosystem 
for which milli ns o f dollars of public funding have been appropriated in the last two 
decades. The proposed sea-level rise smdy is needed not only to stud), how best to protect 
infrastructure within the lough, but also how to safe!-,ruard its ex.isting natural resources. It 
would be a sham e to see the public dollars that have gone into protecting and enhancing 
tJl0se resources be compromjscd due to lack of appropriate planning, 

The Land Trusl for Santa Barbara County is an active member [or the Goleta Slough 
Management Committee (GSMC). With the City )f Santa Barbara, C;SMC will manage the 
proposed project. G SMC was established in 1991 and has worked cooperatively with 
agencies, properry m; ners and NCO;; to prO\ id . [or a healthy GoLeta Slough Ecosysl(;! m 
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since that time. Tn 1997, the Dra ft Golda Slough b·o~YJtem Management Pia" (GSEMP) was 
completed. GSM , is currently updating the GSEMP and, with sufficient funding, will 
Lncorporate a preliminary sea level rise srudy into the update. The updated management plan 
will allow the jurisclictions and stakeholders wh have an interest.in the greater slough area 
to work together on its future sustainabihty. 

The revised GSEMP and seallevcl rise srud ' will be of great value to local agencies, 
environmental groups and property owners, state and federal agencies, as well as llC Santa 
Barbara. The project will include one o f the first site-level sea lcvclrise vulnerability 
assessments in the region, and as such it will serve as a climate adaptation pilot project. 111e 
project will result io new in formation and strategies that will be used by local jurisclictions to 
plan and manage the built and natural assets of the slough, as well as serving as a template 
for other areas vulnerable to impacts of sea level rise. 

I strongly support this project and urge you to approve the City of Santa Barbara's grant 
regucst. 

Smcerely, 
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Santa Barbara Audubon Society, Inc. 
A Chapter of the National Audubon SocIety 

5679 HoUister Avenue, Suite 5B. Goleta, CA 93117 (805) 964-1468 

December 19, 2011 

Douglas Bosco, Chair 
Ca lifornia Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 

RE: Support for the Goleta Slough Sea Level Rise Vulnerability Assessment Project 

Dear Chairman Bosco: 

As President of Santa Barbara Audubon Society (SBAS), I wish to express the chapter's strong support 
of the City of Santa Barbara's funding request to the State Coastal Conservancy to update the 1997 
Draft Goleta Slough Ecosystem Management Plan to include a Sea Level Rise Vulnerability Assessment. 

The Goleta Slough, located in southern Santa Barbara County, is one of the largest coastal wetlands on 
California's Central Coast and prov ides valuable habitat for numerous species. The Slough has bee n 
designated as a globally important bird area as part of the Goleta Coast IBA. The Slough also 
encompasses a complex array of land uses including a County Park, a state ecological reserve, a 
regional airport, two sanitary district facilities, underground gas storage facilities and pipelines, other 
utilities infrastructure, several businesses, and numerous roads, bridges, and water conveyances, both 
natural and channelized. Many of the roads in and around Goleta Slough lie at low elevations. 

Slough conditions cou ld change dramatically in future decades with increased sea levels. Facilities 
located within the Slough area provide nu merous essential services to the community. Without 
ad vance planning, projected changes to the slough could lead to devastating losses of species a nd 
ecological functions, as well as hundreds of millions of dollars of direct damages and lost 
infrastructure and economic productivity. 

The project is a high priority for SBAS, which has been an active participant in the Goleta Slough 
Management Committee (GSMC) s ince its inception in 1991. I have personally been the chapter 
representative to the GSMC for a dozen years. SBAS has implemented several small restoration 
projects within the Goleta Slough over the past fourteen years, and conduct bird watch ing field trips in 
the area. We have also reviewed and supported the restoration projects undertaken by UC Santa 
Barbara, the Santa Barbara Airport, and the Land Trust for Santa Barba ra County within the Slough. 
We support the project goal of planning for the future conservation and management of the Slough's 
rich natural resou rces and infrastructure taking into account the anticipated climate change impacts. 

The GSEMP Update and particularly the Sea Level Rise Study will be of great interest to local agencies, 
environmental groups and property owners, state and federal agencies, as well as UC Santa Barbara. 
The project will include one of the firs t site-level sea level rise vulnerability assessments in the regio n, 
and will result in new information and strategies that will be used by the many age ncies and 
organizations working in the Slough area. 

hup :Ilwww.audubon .org/chapter/ca/santabarbara 
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Santa Barbara Audubon strongly supports this project and urges approval of the requested grant to 
the City of Santa Barbara to fund this project. Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this grant 
proposal. 

Sincerely, 

J?~~h1dA 
President, Santa Barbara Audubon 
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