
SOUTHERN MONTEREY BAY COASTAL EROSION WORKGROUP BACKGROUND 
 
As noted above, in order to address concerns over the potential impacts of coastal erosion 
and armoring, the SMBCEW was initiated in 2005 by the Monterey Bay National Marine 
Sanctuary, in collaboration with the City of Monterey, the CCC, and other state and local 
partners, with the support of Congressman Sam Farr.  
 
The workgroup was established to make recommendations on and facilitate the 
development of a regional planning approach addressing coastal hazards associated with 
erosion and sea level rise along the shoreline between Moss Landing Harbor and Wharf II 
in Monterey. The SMBCEW is a multidisciplinary stakeholder advisory group comprised of 
representatives from federal, state, and local agencies, local municipalities, academia, 
conservation organizations, elected officials, and other stakeholders. Specifically, the 
workgroup includes geologists, coastal engineers, hydrologists, regulatory agency staff, 
local governmental representatives, local and regional planners and public works staff, 
conservation interests, residents of private structures threatened by erosion, and other 
local experts.  
 
Since 2005 the following agencies, organizations, and jurisdictions have participated on the 
SMBCEW:  

 
Workgroup Goal: The goal of the SMBCEW is to develop, in collaboration with local 
municipalities, a regional shoreline management plan for the SMB, which will include 
identification of potential site specific and sub-regional alternatives for addressing coastal 
erosion. 
 
For purposes of technical review of the Monterey Bay Sea Level Rise Vulnerability 
Assessment Project, the Workgroup will be expanded to include Santa Cruz County and 
cities in northern Monterey Bay and cities in Carmel Bay.  
 

• NOAA/Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary • City of Monterey 
• U.S. Geological Survey • City of Sand City 
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers • Naval Postgraduate School 
• California Coastal Commission • CSU Monterey bay 
• California State Parks • UC Santa Cruz 
• California Geological Survey  • Surfrider Foundation 
• California Department of Boating and Waterways • Sierra Club 
• Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments • Monterey Dunes Coalition 
• Monterey Regional Water Pollution Control Agency • Del Monte Townhouses 
• Haro Kasunich and Associates • ESA PWA 
 

Exhibit 3: SMBCEW Participant List




