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Friends of Ballona Wetlands 

www.ballonafriends.org 
 

 
P.O. Box 5159, Playa del Rey, CA 90296 

ph: 310.306.5994   fax: 310.306.0031   e: info@ballonafriends.org 

  
Board of Directors 

Catherine Tyrrell, President 
Dr. David Kay, Vice President 

Jacob Lipa, Secretary 
John Gregory, Treasurer 
Ruth Lansford, Founder 

Micah Ali 
Dr. Pippa Drennan 

Lisa Fimiani 
Susan Gottlieb 

Stephen Groner 
Dr. James Landry 

Dr. Edith Read 
Bob Shanman 

Michael Swimmer 
Richard Wegman 

 
Emeritus Board 

Tim Rudnick 
Ed Tarvyd 

Dear Chairman Bosco: 

 

I am writing to encourage the Conservancy to authorize funding for the Ballona Wetlands Ecological Reserve 

Restoration Project planning process.  These authorizations would enable the development of technical assessments 

and engineering design, technical review and agency coordination to support environmental impact analysis and 

permit applications for the restoration of the Ballona Wetlands Ecological Reserve (BWER).  These early planning 

and design studies and reviews are critical work to ensure the proposed restoration alternatives are technically sound 

and feasible. 

 

The Ballona Wetlands Ecological Reserve is 600 acres, surrounded by urban Los Angeles County.  The BWER 

provides valuable and scenic open space in the heart of congested Los Angeles County and offers one of the largest 

and most promising opportunities for coastal wetland restoration in the region. When restored and opened to the 

public, the site will allow millions of residents and visitors a rare opportunity to experience a coastal wetland.   

 

Friends of Ballona Wetlands (FBW), www.ballonafriends.org, is a non-profit 501(c)(3) membership organization with 

more than 7,000 individuals participating in our education and restoration programs each year.  We represent the 

single largest group of stakeholders participating in the Coastal Conservancy's Ballona Wetlands Restoration Project.  

FBW has been dedicated to protecting and restoring the Ballona Wetlands for over 30 years with the help of more 

than 75,000 volunteers, and was instrumental in protecting the Ballona Wetlands from development through 

designation of the wetlands as a State Ecological Reserve. 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at (310) 306-5994. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Lisa Fimiani 

Executive Director 

 

Cc (by email): Hon. Bill Rosendahl 

  Hon. Zev Yaroslavsky 

  Hon. Betsy Butler 

 

January 9, 2012 

 

 

Mr. Doug Bosco, Chairman  

State Coastal Conservancy  

1330 Broadway, #1300  

Oakland, CA 94612 

Attn:  Mary Small (by email) 

 

 

RE:  Proposed Conservancy Authorization for Ballona Wetlands 

              Restoration Engineering and Technical Studies 
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