
 
 
 
 
December 27, 2011 
 
Michael Bowen, Project Manager 
California State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Dear Mr. Bowen, 
 
I am writing in support of the Northcoast Regional Land Trust’s acquisition of the Freshwater Farms 
Nursery Property in Eureka, California, for the purposes of wetland restoration, agricultural 
enhancement, and public access. The Conservancy’s grant to provide acquisition funds appears integral 
to the success of this project.  
 
In 2005 the Northcoast Regional Land Trust (NRLT) secured funding from the Conservancy to purchase 
the 54-acre Freshwater Farms Reserve to facilitate the Wood Creek Tidal Marsh Enhancement Project. 
As you may know, as a biologist with McBain and Trush at the time, I was integrally involved with the 
tidal wetland restoration design and permitting process, and wrote the Biological Assessment for the 
project. Completed in 2010, this project provides 35 acres of new tidal wetland habitat for juvenile coho 
salmon and steelhead trout, as well as the endangered tidewater goby. My understanding is that the 
tidegate removal and consequent increased access to tidal freshwater habitat for juvenile coho salmon 
has been very successful – numerous coho are annually utilizing this habitat for successful rearing. In 
addition to the substantial habitat benefits, the NRLT has demonstrated strong land stewardship and 
management capabilities, for example by hosting university classes and community groups at the site 
for interpretive hikes, and occasional guided kayak tours from the Reserve property.  
 
The Freshwater Farms Nursery property is adjacent to the Reserve, and its acquisition will allow further 
enhancement and protection of these coastal wetland and riparian habitats in Humboldt Bay. NRLT 
intends to build on the successes from the 2010 restoration project to implement a second phase of 
wetland restoration on both properties. NRLT will also complete the Freshwater Nature Trail, a 0.75-mile 
public access trail that will cross both properties. Finally, NRLT will further its multiple use vision on the 
property by demonstrating agricultural production, wetland restoration, and public access as 
complementary uses. 
 
In summary, CalTrout appreciates your efforts towards this project and we strongly support the 
Northcoast Regional Land Trust’s request for Conservancy funding. Please let me know if we can be of 
further assistance in expediting the acquisition and restoration efforts. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Darren Mierau 
North Coast Area Manager 
California Trout 
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