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March 2, 2012 
 
Douglas Bosco, Chairman 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
RE: Ellwood Mesa Coastal Trail Project 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco: 
 
I am writing in support of the Santa Barbara County Trails Council’s application for California Coastal 
Conservancy funds to be used to prepare design, engineering, environmental compliance and permitting 
documents for a segment of the California Coastal Trail within Ellwood Mesa Open Space. The work 
will be done in partnership with the City of Goleta. The Trails Council has already obtained a $50,000 
grant from the Goleta Valley Land Trust for the project and is seeking these additional funds to ensure 
the project’s success. The proposed project will include construction of a low impact, natural, generally 
earthen surface trail with improved surfaces (e.g., decomposed granite) confined to limited segments 
(e.g., steep slopes); habitat restoration and protection measures will be included in design.   
 
Improvements to the Ellwood Mesa segment of the CCT is a high priority for implementation because 
the current unplanned and unmanaged trail and beach access ways pose significant constraints for trail 
users due to poor and uneven trail conditions and severe trail erosion along bluff top trail sections and 
down the coastal bluff face. The high, and sometimes inappropriate, use along with unmanaged storm 
water runoff has also resulted in serious environmental damage in the form of bluff failure along mesa’s 
edge, erosion and deep gullying on the bluff top and within the riparian areas. The proposed project will 
improve access to and along the shoreline from a public trailhead parking lot by improving the condition 
of the existing trail and addressing severe erosion problems. In addition, the project will make 
improvements to two coastal access ways connecting the bluff to the beach.  
 
The Ellwood Mesa Open Space has high visitor activity, offering spectacular scenery and one of the best 
opportunities along the entire stretch of Santa Barbara coastline to access a long natural beach, and 
enjoy views of the Channel Islands, marine life and the Los Padres National Forest. I am proud to 
represent this beautiful area and hope that you will accept the Santa Barbara County Trails Council’s 
application. 
 
Sincerely, 

W 
DAS WILLIAMS 
Assemblymember, 35th District 
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HI·: Eli'v\oocl Mesa Coastal T raIl t>r oject 

DcaI' Mr. B()~· ('(}: 

I am writin;.!; in support of the Sa nta Barbara County T rails Council's application for California Coastal 
Conservancj funds to be used to prepare design, engineering, environmental compliance and 
pcrrnitting documents for a segment of the California Coastal Trail wi thin f<]lwood M esa Open Space. 
The work will be done in partn Tsh ip with the 'ity of Goleta. The T rails Council has already obtained 
a ~:)o,ooo gTant from the G oleta Valley Land Trust for the project and is seeking these additional 
funds to ensure the project's success. 

"r!tt~ E,Ilwood ME'S;} O pen Span:, has high visitor activity, offers spectacular scenery and is one of the 
best opportunities along the soutlwrn stretch of coastline in the T hird D istrict to access a long natural 
beach, and enjoy views of the Channel Isl ands , marine life and the Los P adres National Forest. The 
proposed proj ec t includes construction of a low impact earthen surface trail with improved surfaces 
(e.g'., decomposed granik) co nfi ned to limited segments (e.g., steep slopes). P roject design will include 
habitat restoration and protection 

[mpt'Ovements to the E llvvoocl Mesa segment of the CCT are a high priority. The current unplanned 
and unmanag Jd trail and beach access ways pose significant constraints for trail users due to poor and 
uneven. trail CG!1~EtiG ! :.; and ~c\'crc trai! 1:.·~·o0icn. '"T'h2 h~g'h, and s orTletirn~s inapp~'opr i~tc: , u::;e in th!s 
area along with unmanaged storm water funotfhas resulted in serious environmental damage 
including bluff failure along the mesa's edg'e, erosion and deep gu llying on the blufftop and within the 
riparian areas. T his project will address these challenging trail issues and provide for a safe and 
habitat friendly user experience. I encourag'e you to provide the requested funding to improve trail 
access and the condition of the existing trails at Ellwood Mesa Open Space. 

Pleasc contact my office at K() '1 - .r)()8-219~ if yo II have ftlrther questions. 

Sinn'rely ;a.//.
Doreen Fan 
Supervisor, srJ District 

Santa Barbara County 
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February 28 , 2012 

Douglas Bosco, Chairman 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 

RE: ELLWOOD M ESA COASTAL TRAIL P ROJECT 

Dear Mr. Bosco, 

I am writing in support of the Santa Barbara County Trails Council's 
application for Ca lifornia Coastal Conservancy funds to be used to 
prepare design, engineering , environmental compliance and permitting 
documents for a segment of the California Coastal Trail (CCT) within 
Ellwood Mesa Open Space. The work will be done in partnership with 
the City of Goleta. The Trails Council has already obtained a $50,000 
grant from the Goleta Valley Land Trust for the project and is seeking 
these additional funds to ensure the project's success. 

The Ellwood Mesa Open Space has high visitor activity, offering 
spectacular scenery and one of the best opportunities along the entire 
stretch of Santa Barbara coastline to access a long natural beach, and 
enjoy views of the Channel Islands, marine life and the Los Padres 
National Forest. 

Improvements to the Ellwood Mesa segment of the CCT is a high 
priority for implementation because the current unplanned and 
unmanaged trail and beach access ways pose significant constraints for 
trail users due to poor and uneven trail conditions and severe trail 
erosion along bluff top trail sections and down the coastal bluff face. 
The City's General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan Section 3.0 Open 
Space Element Policy OS 4. 3 and 5.3 and the Ellwood-Devereux Coast 
Open Space and Habitat Management Plan Section 4.6.1.2 both call for 
improvements to the Ellwood Bluffs Coastal Trail. 

The high and sometimes inappropriate use, along with unmanaged 
storm water runoff, has also resulted in serious environmental damage 
in the form of bluff failure along mesa's edge, erosion and deep gullying 
on the bluff top and with in the riparian areas. The proposed project will 

130 Cremona Drive, Sui te B, Go le ta, CA 931 17 p 805.961 .7500 F 805.685.2635 www.ci tyofgoleta.o rg 
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improve access to and along the shoreline from a public trai lhead parking lot by 
improving the condition of the existing trail and addressing severe erosion problems. In 
addition, the project will make improvements to two coastal access ways connecting the 
bluff to the beach. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Steve Wagner 
Community Services Di rector 

CITY OF 

GOLETA 130 Cremona Drive , Su ite B, Goleta , CA 931 17 p 805.961.7500 F 805.685.2635 www.cityofgoleta.org 
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February 23,20L2

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairman

California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor

Oakland, CA946L2

Re: Coastal Trail lmprovement Grant, Ellwood Mesa, City of Goleta.

Dear Chairman Bosco,

I am delighted to send this letter of support for the Santa Barbara Trails Council grant

application for improvements to the Ellwood Mesa segment of the Coastal Trail.

Ellwood Mesa lies at the down-coast edge of the Gaviota Coast, which our organization

was created to help preserve. Success with the Coastal Trail at Ellwood will help create

momentum we need in our work to site the Coastal Trail on other nearby properties.

Ellwood Mesa is a cherished, ocean front, open space property with abundant natural

and recreational resources. lt is very fitting that the Coastal Conservancy should be a

partner in enabling appropriate public access here.

ln addition, I believe these grant funds will be well leveraged by other local funds and by

the local expertise and low overhead available through the Trails Council. Please

approve this grant.

Very sincerely yours,

President

\.. \., \\.li:!, l(liilL r\JriCl)nit't \ iir)i\
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